E 


E 


— 


TN. i 
Ns coz og YA 


This PDF you are browsing is in a series of several scanned documents containing the collation of all 
research material of Prof. Kul Bhushan Mohtra ji.Mohtra ji is currently the State Incharge Library and 
Documentation Department, J&K BJP Headquarters, Nanaji Deshmukh Library..This material was 
gathered while he was working on his multiple books on J&K History.All this rare material is now 
offered to the Community freely. 

CV: 

Kul Bhushan Mohtra was born on 9th Sep, 1957 in a village Amuwala in Kathua district. 


Matric from BOSE, Jammu and Adeeb from AMU. Has been awarded Honorary Professor by School of 
Liberal Art & Languages, Shobhit University, Gangoh, Distt. Saharanpur, U.P. 


Director General, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation nominated him as his nominee in the 
Committee for purchasing of Books for UT Jammu & Kashmir. Incharge of Nanaji Deshmukh Library 
& Documentation Department at BJP state HQ in J&K. 


Actively engaged in political, social, charitable and religious activities. Always striving to serve the 
poor and downtrodden of the society. 


Main works- 

A saga of Sacrifices: Praja Parishad Movement in J&K 

100 Documents: A reference book J&K, Mission Accomplished 

A Compendium of Icons of Jammu & Kashmir & our Inspiration (English) 


Jammu Kashmir ki Sangarsh Gatha (Hindi) 


Scanning and upload by eGangotri Foundation. 


DONATED BY 
Dr. VIDYA BHUSHAN 
PROF (RETD ) POL. SC 
PREFACE UNIVERSITY OF JAMMU 
JAMMU 


Although India is one geographical entity, yet she 
never achieved political homogeneity throughout her long 
and chequered history. A pioneering unsuccessful effort 
for her consolidation was made by the Magadhae Kings 

7 Bimbisara and Ajatashtra in the sixth century B.C. About 
three centuries later i.e. under the Mauryas, and particular/ 
Ashoka, a large portion of India came under the sway of 
one emperor. But after about a hundred years when Mauryan 
empire lasted, the country again lapsed into numerous 
kingdoms. Nearly five centuries later, Chandragupta, and 
his more illustrious son Samudragupta, brought the major 
part of the country under their suzeradnty. Harsha was, 
> however, (aboveYto make himself the undisputed master of 
Ee Oe Eh India in the seventh century. All later attempts of 
political consolidation of the country failed again and 
again. 

Even under these emperors, a diversity of autonomous 
states constituted the mosaic of an empire. The emperor 
claimed (suzerainty over these rulers, who offered allegiance 
to him, subordinated their foreign policy to his diplomatic 
moves, usually served him in war, and offered him tributes, 
but who, in other respects, retained their sovereignty. 
Whenever the authority of the emperor weakened, the 
subordinate rulers asserted their independence. There was 
a perpetual struggle for supremacy. Mutual jealousies and 
conflicts made the country an easy prey to an organised 
invasion. 

The Muslims were, thus able to vanguish the Hindu 
kingdoms in north India in the eighth century. But it was 
the conquest of the Punjab by Mahmud of Ghazni in the 
eleventh century that opened the gates of India to the 


[ho — invaders from the north West. Delhi had, thus, 
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witnessed as many as five Muslim dynasties and thirty 


three sultans till 1526. Ala-ud-Din Khálji was first of 


the Muslim rulers to conquer practically the whole of 
India. The Moghuls then appeared on the scene in 1526. But 
neither the Sultans nor the Moghuls did away with the 
System of subordinate rulers. Not even in the(palmisp days 
of the Hindu and Moghul emperors did the entire country 
come under one political umbrella. The British, however, 
brought India's enduring political consolidation. This 
also led to the rise of natural consciousness and for the 
first time in the country's history (and the writ of a 
Single central government from Kailas to'tanakumari) from 
Kathiawar to Kamarupa ( the old name of Assam)e 

There may, however, be an earnest desire among the 
young. scholars as well as the people interested in the 
story of integration of Indian States( Political history) 
to know about the Integerationist movements going in 
princely state during the times of culmination of political 
struggle for freedom in India, just after, and afterwards. 

Viewed in this perspective, this project of the 
Integerationists Movements in Indian States with particular 
reference to Jammu and Kashmir, which is a sub-system of 
Indian political system is in the nature of a micro-study 
of a political phenomena widely prevalent in the developing 
Societies. 

Whereas, the Integerationist Movements in various 
princely states of India have been widely discussed by 
various writers, no serious attempt has so far been made 
to study Integerationist Movements in Jammu and Kashmir 
in|true historical perspective. As the Jammu and Kashmir 
State is the only State of Indian Union which got a 
Special status under Article 370 of the Indian Constitution, 
the significance and relevance of the present study is 
obvious. As contemporary political history is always 
controversial and opinion differon many points, and each 
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opinion has its value and it is only time which separates 


"tho facts from fiction, I have also dependént?on pamphlets 


and newspapers, Indian and foreignxin addition to books, as 
4 _to books, as___ 


———" ny source material. It makes this work an objectives 
presentation. Moreover, I have endeavoured to adhere toa 
factual narration, avoiding the expression of personal 
opinions as far as possible. This volume will, therefore, 
help the readers to understand (and more rationally, the 

E} a potrete renta taking place in the State 

of Jammu and Kashmir in the recent past. 

INTRODUCTION 

August 1939 was a month of International tension and 
anxiety because the peace of Europe, indeed the whole 
world hung perilously on a thread. On August 11, 1939 the 
Congress Working Committee passed a resolution declaring 
that, "it was opposed to any imperialist war, and that it 
was determined to resist any attempt to impose war on 
India, condemned the sending of troops to Egypt and 
Singapore and reminded provincial Governments to assist 
in no way the war preparations of the British Government... ut 
Despite the unequivocal nature of the Congress 
resolution of August 11,1939, there were still some prominent 
congressmen who were anxious not to break with Britain. 

They believed that in a conflict between democracy and 

freedom on one hand and (ácism and aggression on the 

other, their sympathies must inevitably lie on the side of 
freedom. They, therefore, pleaded that people of India 
could cooperate in the British War efforts, if His Majesty's 

Government would give a unilateral assurance that at the 

end of war full Dominion Status would be conceded to 

India, which should provide for India's unfettered liberty 

to frame her own constitution by means of Constituent 

Assembly? . 

The Council of the Muslim League in its resolution 
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dated August 27,1939 deplored the treatment meted out to 
Muslim by the British Government and stressed that if the 
latter desired the support of the Muslims of the world, 
the demands of Indian Muslims would have to be met without 
delay. The Council further pointed out that it was premature 
a to determine their attitude in the event of a world war; 
E State of emergency arose the question would be decided 
by its Working Committee”. 
However, Britain declared war on Germany on September 
3,1939 when she attacked Poland. Thus, with the outbreak 
of war an entirely a new situation had been created an 
Europe in general and in Indian sub-continent in particular. 
Simultaneously, Lord Linlithgrow announced that India too 
was at war with Germany and appealed for their sympathy 
and support in war efforts”. 


Ghe me T Ab s The Working Committee of the Congress in its September . 
71€ ? Tha : 
7 14,1939 resolution while expressing sympathy with the 


Ms Jimno. ^ ome democracies and condemning German fascism and aggression, 
The eham ee dla a declared that India could not associate herself freely in 

; ; a war said to have been fought for democratic freedom so 
Tie Chambes 2 : mug £ 


+ely long as that very freedom was denied to her. The resolution 


PSeuces Sk pater 
Bm Septem usa, H : 


further stressed that the war measures had been taken 
without the consent and against the issues of the Indian 
people?. : 
The Working Committee of Muslim League in its resolution 
dated September 18,1939 expressed deep sympathy with the 
Allied cause, but warned the British Government that it 
could count on full Muslim support only on two conditions- 
The Muslim must be given justice and fair play in Congress 
provinces and an assurances that no declaration regarding 
Le constitutional advance for India would be made, nor any 
constitution framed, without the consent and approval of 

the Muslim League?. 
In its October 10, resolution The A11 Indian Congress 
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Committee while repeating its protest against bringing 
India into the war without the people's consent, stated 
that Congress did not wish to take any decision precipitately 
and without giving every opportunity for the British 
Government to clarify its war and peace aims with particular 
reference to India. It repeated the request for a 
declaration of war aims of the British Government”. 

On October 13,1939 Viceroy issued a statement repeating 
the clear and positive policy of His Majesty's Government, 
that Dominion Status was the natural issue of India's 
progress. He announced that at the end of the wary 
consultations would be made with representatives of several 
communities, parties and interests in India and with the 
Indian rulers with a view to securing their aid and 
cooperation in the framing of such modifications in the 
details of the plan embodied in the government of India 
Act 1935 as might seem desirable. He also announced his 
intention to set up a consultative groups representative 
of all major political parties in British India and of the 
rulers to bring about a closer association of India with 
the prosecution of the war?. But nothing came out of this 
declaration as both the Indian National Congress and Muslim 
League rejected the viceroy's offer?. 

The Congress Working Committee at its Wardha Session 
on October 22 and October 23, 1939 decided that it could 
not give any support to Great Britain, for that would 
amount to an endorsement of the imperialist policy, which 
the Congress had always sought to ena. 

The implications of the Viceroy's statement dated 
October 18,1939 were discussed with him by the Standing 
Committee of the Chamber of Princes on January 25,1940. 
The ruler demanded that no commitment affecting their 
rights or interests would be made without their consent. 
Lord Linlithgrow however, undertook to honour in full the 


treaty obligation of His Majesty's Government”. 
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The communal situation by this time had considerably 
deteriorated and no understanding could be brought about 
between two major communities-the Hindus and the Muslims. 
In January, 1940 Jinnah declared that Hindus and Muslims 
formed two separate nations and that both must share the 
governance of their common mother lana!” 

The Congress Working committee met in Patna on February 
28,1940 and reiterated again the inability to participate 
in a war undertaken for imperialistic ends and affirmed 
that nothing short of ide independence could be 
acceptable by the people of India’ Ue Muslim League, on the 
other hand, declared that if the British Government desired 


the support of the Muslims of the world, the demands.of 


Muslims of Indiafwouldbe met without delay** 
= OA a 


At the Lahore Session of the Muslim League Mr. Jimah 41. 
declared that the Muslimg nation must have a separate _ 
independent state of Pakistan’. 

At a meeting of the Chamber of Princes held in March, 
1940, the rulers declared their determination to render 
every possible assistance to His Majesty's Government in 
the prosecution of the War and their complete approval of 
the war aims of the Allies. At the same time they demanded 
the preservation of their autonomy and the protection of 
their rights in the future constitution!®, 

Lord Linlithgrow had, always taken a consistent 
attitude towards the rulers. He was (igaii? doing anything 
that would alarm or dishearten them. The rulers, in his 
opinion, were the only solid and dependable element so far 
as the British relationship with India were concerned!" 

The deadlock in negotiations with Indian leaders of 
major political parties was, thus, continued^?, Meanwhile 
the events took a quick and dramatic turn. Hitler Suddenly 
invaded and over ran Norway and Denmark. Holland and 


Belgium surrendered, France collapsed and the British 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


A 


expeditionary forces had to retreat from dunkisk. The 
sudden disaster brought about a change in Government in 
Britain. In May 1940, Winston Churchill replaced Neville 
Chamberlain as P,.M. and L.S. Amery succeeded the Marquess 
of Zetland as Secretary of State for India’? 

On August 8,1940 Lord Linlithgrow advanced some new 
proposal on behalf of His Majesty's Government. He offered 
a certain number of seats in the Governor General's 
Executive Council to representative Indians, proposed that 
a war advisory council be established containing 
representatives of the States of British India and proposed 
that after the conclusion of the war, a body representative 
of the principal elements of India's national life would 
be called up to devise the framework of a new constitution. 
But both the Congress and Muslim league rejected the 
offer“? 

By the middle of 1941, a serious change in the war 
Situation had taken place. The Axis Forces had succeeded 
in rapidly over running Yugoslavia and Greece and in 


occupying islands in the Aegean Sea. The Viceroy decided 


that (Eh9 could nollong afford to follow a policy of wait 


A Since the Congress and the League were determined 


not to cooperate, he would invite the support of leaders 
from outside those parties. The number of members of the 
Executive Council was raised from 7 to 12 and Indian 
element from 3 to 8, and members were chosen from outside 
the League and the Congress fola". 

Towards the close of 1941, the War situation had 
changed for the worse. Germany was knocking at the gate of 
Stalingrad on December 7,1941 Japan entered the war and 


within the short period of twelve weeks won EU E 
“Success against what the Japanese propagandists @s) called 


the A,B,C,D powers i.e. America, Britain, China and Dutch. 
Singapore surrendered on February 15,1942. The Japanese 
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naval units were already harassing British Shipping in 
the Bay of Bay of Bengal. On March 7,1942 Rangoon fell to 
the Japanese and their troops fanning across Burma. Thus 
India was brought direct into the zone of war’? 

The Working Committee of Congress in its Bardoli 
resolution said, "...The sympathies of Congress must 
inevitably lie with the people who are subject of aggression 
and who are fighting for their freedom, but only a free 
and independent India can be in a position to undertake 
the defence of the country on a national basis and be of 
help in the furtherance of the larger cause that are 
emerging from the storm of Ware te em 

The exigencies of the war created a demand in Britain 
and U.S.A. for a new declaration of.the policy towards 


1t Mr. Churchil himself formulated a scheme in the 


det 
T tm of an appeal to the Indian people. He stressed, 
e 


"India's best and most representative men from every 
community, party and province, as well as the princes, 
should come forward to serve India and to lay the foundations 
for a new future based on India's complete freedom to 
control her own destiny within, it is hoped and believed, 
the fellowship of the British commonwealth”. 

Mr. Churchil declared in the House of Common on March 
11,1942 "The Crisis in the affairs of India arising out of 


the Japanese advance...and the war canbinet was sending 


Com OEE Stafford firipps to India with a set of proposals 


O remove the doubts and apprehensions.in the mind of 
Indian parties and convince their leaders how those 


proposals constitute a far reaching advance towards 


satisfying Indian aspirations. But cripps proposal,were 


rejected by Indian National congress as well as Muslim 
25 

league”. 

The Congress Working committee in its resolution of 


July 1942, demanded that the British rule in India must 
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end immediately and neither settlement of the Communal 
Tangle, nor effective resistance to foreign aggression, 
was possible while British authority lasted. The committee 
also resolved to launch a mass movement if the British did 
not withdraw from India. Even the Ghandi-Jinnah talks 
broke down. The stagement was, thus, Contine an 
V1 ror Waveli replaced Lord Linlithgrow as Viceroy of 
India and it was clear that once peace was established, it 
would be difficult to deny or delay the transfer of 


ed In December 1943 Jinnah 
28 


substantial power to Indian hand 


invented a new slogan, "Divide and Quite"””. Muslim League 


NS 


resolved to establish a "Committee of Action" to organise 
Muslim call over India to resist the imposition of a 
unitary constitution and to prepare for the coming struggle 
for the achievement of Pakistan. Lord Wavell in the 
conference of Governors held in August 1944, declared 
that "His Majesty's Government was pre-occupied with its 
vast undertakings eleswhere and, so long as the war continued 
had little time to devote to Indian political problems. He 


then appealed to Indian leaders to create an atmosphere of 


29 

goodwill and mutual confidence = 
Aadi c 

2 The General Election in Britain in 1945 however, 


resulted in a resounding victory for Labour party with 
clear majority in the House of Commons. With ELement Attle__€ 


m pas een Lone ALME. Lawrence as Secretary 


| of State for India. National opinion in India acclaimed 


ae the labour party's success with Subilationi © 


er Meanwhile the surrender of Japan was accelerated by 
the dropping off Atom Bomb on Hiroshima on August 6,1945. 
The end of the war, therefore, brought to the fore the 
urgency of finding a permanent and lasting solution of 
India's constitutional problem. Lord Wavell announced on 
19th August, 1945 that "His Majesty's Government are 
determinedy to do their utmost to promote in conjunction 
DA with the leaders of Indian opinion the early realisation 
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of full self-Government in India.» But Mr. Jinnah and 
Liaquat Ali Khan reiterated that no solution would be 
acceptable except on the basis of Pakistan. The All India 
Congress Committee in its resolution of 21 September pointed 
out that nothing short of independence would satisfy the 


congress and the country”. 


-— 


Government and the whole British people earnestly desired 
to see India arise quickly to the full and free status of 
an equal partner in the British Commonwealth .?? ".On February 
9, 1946 Lord Pethik Lawrence in the House of Lords and 
P.M.Attle)in the House of commons made a simultaneous 
e — — announcement that in view of the paramount importance not 
only to India and the British commonwealth, but to the 
peace of the world, for a successful outcome of discussion 
with leaders of Indian opinion, His Majesty's Government 
had decided to send out to India a Special mission consisting 
of the Cabinet Minister to seek; in association with the 
Viceroy, an agreement with those leaders on the principles 
and procedure relating to the Constitutional issues? 4 


Meanwhile a serious incident-the revolt of certain 


R Royal Indian & val) Personnel which was followed by a grave 
N civil turmoil in Bombay took place on 18 February 1946 


because of untold hardships regarding pay and food, the 
most outrageous racial discrimination against Indian naval 
persomel and their commander 's derogatory references to 
their national character, they took possession of some of 
the ships, mounted the guns and prepared to open fire on 
the military guards. The strikes and hartals were also 
organised in Bombay and unruly crowds went about looking 
and setting fire to banks, slopes, post offices, police 
JA —— posts and grain shops. The police opened fire several 


times and army had to be called in to assist in for 
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restoration of law and order. Over 200 persons were killed. 
It) repercussions were also followed in Karachi,Madras 

2 and Calcutta. Even the Army and Air Force were not 

altogether unaffected? 

On 15th March, 1946 Mr.. Attlee announced in the 
House of Commons, "The tide of nationalism was running 
very fast in India and it was a time for Clear and definite 
action. The Cabinet Mission-consisting of three cabinet 
Ministers was going to India with the intention of using 
their utmost endeavours to help her to attain freedom as 

Rc speedily adds fully as possible 9. 

» The Cabibet Mission arrived in New Delhi on March 
24,1946 and left India on June 29, 1946. Its more than 
three months stay here had been a strenuous period of 
difficult and sustained negotiations with Indian leaders 
but without any tangible result. The Mission once again 
made it clear that the labour party in England meant to 
keep their pledge to withdraw from India as soon as 
possible T. According to Cabinet Mission Plan the 
paramountcy was to lapse and the princess of the States 
would become free to decide about joining any of the two 
dominions-India and Pakistan or to remain independent. 
The plan was ultimately accepted by the leaders of both 
the Indian national Congress and the Muslim League??, 

On February 20,1947 His Majesty's Government announced 
their intention of transferring power in British India to 
Indian hands by June 1948 and sought cooperation from the 
major political parties in the mission”. 

There were sharp ideological differences between the 
Congress and the Muslim League. The Muslim League was 
basing its demand that those areas of the British India, 
which had a majority of the population belonging to Muslim 
faith should be separated from the rest of the country to 
form Pakistan. But the Congress leadership was of the view 


that the country should not be divide merely on a religious 
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basis. They decried the claim of Mr. Jinnah that the 
Muslims were a nation apart and had no affinity with the 
Hindus-the majority community-because a large percentage 
of Indian Muslims were in fact converted from Hinduism. 
The Cabinet Mission, after having failed to secure an 
agreement between Congress and Muslim league, formulated 
its proposals which were announced on May 16,1945. The 
plan envisaged the creation of threé groups of provinces. 
Group B comprised the then Punjab, Sind, Baluchistan and 
N.W.F.P. group 'C' to be comprised Bengal, and Assam, 
while the rest of British India was grouped together as 


"A". There would be a Federal government at the centre 


__dealing onl with Defence, (Foreign Affairs -and 


Communication, with limited financial power, all residue 
powers were to be exercised by the groups. Ten years after 
the promulgation of the constitution, any state could opt 
out of the group, and Similarly any group could ask for a 
reconsideration of its relation with the centre. 
Representation in the Central legislature was to be on the 
basis of population, but certain safeguards were provided 
Lo protect important questions affecting Muslims. Both 
Congress and Muslim League accepted the proposals. But 
congress afterward backed out Y. 

Thus, political deadlock dragged on from 1946 to 
1947.A11 efforts of the Congress to avert partition 
failed as the League instigated by sympathiser in the top 
echelons of the British bureaucracy in India and Britain, 
Struck out for Pakistan. The leaders of Muslim league then 
.Started making inflammatory speeches, inciting Muslim 
community to start religious frenzy, which calumniated in 
unbelievable atrocities loot, rape, murder and provoked 
retaliation from the Hindu*?. Finally, the Congress 
capitulated under heavy pressure and the twin states-the 
Dominion of India and dominion of Pakistan ( i.e. subsequent 
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a Kathia a war States into the Saurashtra Union, was an 
a m x : Es 


A SeculaD) Democratic India and Islamic, Autocratic Pakistan) 


^. proposed to be (ferd born with governor-General Mountbetten — 


Playing the role of mid wife’? 

In these compelling circumstances, the Indian 
independence act of 1947 providing for partitioning of 
British India and transfer of power to two new created 
Dominions-India and Pakistan uias passed by British parliament 
on June 17,1947. On 14th August, 1947 and 15th August, 
1947, thus, dominion of India and Dominion of Pakistan 
emerged as two independent States respectively?^. 

AS a compromise between the Congress demand for a 
United India and the Muslim league demand for a Separate 
state of Pakistan, the Cabinet Mission Plan had recommended 
"a(week federal centre confined to defence, external affairs 
and communications and all powers vested in the provinces”, 

However, with the secession of the Muslim Majority 
areas from the rest of India and their constitution into a 
separate state under the June 3rd plan, the motive for an 
attenuated centre disappeared, so far as the relationship 
of government of India with the provinces was concerned. 
The princely states had acceded with the Indian Dominion 
on the three subjects i.e. defence, external affairs and 
communications with out amy other commitment-financial or 
otherwise. As the Constituent Assembly was siting in Delhi 
and the representatives of all the States were participating 
in its deliberation, the central leadership thought that 
a closer relationship on a wider range of subjects would 
be forged between the centre and states. The policy of 
integration, which started with the merger of the Orissa 


States with the province of Orissa and the Integration of 


example to ene ultimate solution of the State problem 
J 


he Government of India intended to take appropriate steps 
aa ee the complete merger of States with the rest of India 
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well before the new constitution of India came into force. 


l Thus, the government of India Act of 1935 was amended by 


inserting three new sections viz. Section 61-A, 290-A and 
| 290-B. The merged states with Provinces were treated as. 
| part and parcel of the provinces in all respects and the 
new Chief Commissioners of provinces came under the control 
of the government of Indiat”. 

There was also provisions for the setting up of 
Constituent Assemblies in all the Unions i.e. Union of 
Orissa States, Saurashtra, matsya, Rajasthan, Vindhya 
Pradesh Union, Madhya Bharat Union, Patiala, east Punjab 
States Union, Thavancora-Cochin. The Rajpramukhs of 
Saurashtra Union executed a fresh instrument acceding on 
defence, external affairs and communications with Indian 
Dominion. Rajpramukh of Rajasthan Union surrendered more 
subjects from the federal and concurrent lists for 
legislation by the dominion Legislature. So far as Madhya 
Bharat Union, it was made mandatory on the Rajpramukh to 
execute an Instrument of Accession acceding all the federal 
and concurrent subjects in Government of India Act 1935 
except the entriés relating to any tax or duty. Similar 
provisions were included in the (convenient) of the Patiala 
Cove eens Sand East Punjab States Unions. 
> y In May 1948, a Conference of Rajpramukhs and ministers 
] : of all Unions was held at Delhi. It was decided that a 

revised Instrument of Accession should be executed by the 
Rajpramukhs acceding on all the subjects in the federal 
and concurrent lists. In June, 1949, the Maharaja of 
Mysore, with the concurrence of his Ministers, Similarly 
executed a revised Instrument of Accession. There were 
also provisions for the Setting up of the Constituent 
Assemblies in all the Unions i.e. Union of Surashtra, 
Matsya, Rajasthan, Vindhya Pradesh Union, Madhya Bharat 
Union, Patiala, East Punjab States Union, and Travan core 


p" 


S - 
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Cochin to frame their constitutions. Later on itg was 
realised that it would be unwise and even dangerous to 
leave the framing of constitutions to local constituent 
assemblies without some guidance and coordination by the 
Government of India. The States Ministry, therefore, set 
up a Committee in November, 1948 under the Chairmanship of 
Sh. B.N.Rao to frame a model constitution. The Committee 
drafted a model constitution for the unions and states and 
recommended that Rajpramukh or the ruler should, where 
necessary, by a proclamation authorise the consembly of 
his union or state to take the model constitution into 
consideration, that Constituent Assembly should consider 
ne E ‘the Grad and pass a resolution requesting the Constituent 
Assembly of India to incorporate it in the Constitution of 
India, And the ruler or the Rajpramukh as the case may be, 
should, thereafter formally acceded to the Indian Union 


LETS vo 48 


Owing to a number of practical difficulties the _@ 


Be procedure suggested by the Rag Committee could not be 
implemented. The entire subject was discussed in detail - $ 
with the Chief Ministers of the various Unions and States / 
at a conference held in Delhi on 19th May, 1949. It was 
decided that separate constitution for the several Unions 

and States were not necessary and that the constitution, 

as framed by the Constituent Assembly of India, should 2 
apply to them as well. Accordingly the Statej Ministry 
appointed an official committee to examine the draft 
constitution of India and to suggest amendments to be 
incorporated in it with a view to approximating the position 

of the States and Unions to that of the provinces. The 
Committee's recommendations were discussed with the Drafting 


committee and the amendments were finalised. The amendments 


affecting the States and Unions were then incorporated in 


the Constitution. It was decided that the acceptance of 
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the Constitution should be by the Rajpramukh or by the 


ruler, as the case may be; en the basis of a resolution to 


be adopted by the C.A. where such body existed i.e. in 
case of Saurashtra, Mysore and Travamcore-Cochin. In case 
of Unions, where no C.A. had been set up, the Rajpramukh 
would issue a proclamation accepting the Constitution as 
framed by C.A. of India. In the case of J&K Yuvaraj Karan 
Singh, the then Regent of the State, issued a proclamation 
that the constitution of India is so far as it was applicable 
to the State would govern the constitutional relationship 
between that State and India? 

The new constitution of India, therefore, completed 
the process of the integration of States. If one were 
asked to name the most important factors that have 
contributed to the stability of the country, there is 
little doubt that one would mention at once two factors 
the first being the integration of the Indian States and 
the second a constitution framed with the willing consent 
of the people” ` 

The future of the princely States was defined in a 


memorandum (dated May 12,1946) on State Treaties and 


1o (Baxemountcy presented by the Cabinet Mission to the 


Chancellor of Chamber of Princes in India. The Princes 
were, therefore, free to accede to one or the other dominion 
or become independent”. 

The fate of Indian States was, thus, to be decided by 
negotiations. The Government of Indian Dominion had 
entrusted this job to Sardar Vallabhai Patel , Iron man 
with clear vision, firm determination and political 
sagacity. He was assisted in no less a manner by the 
astute statesmanship of Lord Mountbatten-Viceroy of India. 
He had been especially selected by the British Government 
to pave the way to obtain from the princes the Instrument 


52 


of Accession of their respective States ~“. As a result all 
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but three States-Junagadh, Hyderbad and J&K acceded to 
either dominion by that date”. 

At the time of the partition of Indian sub-continent, 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir had important international 
boundaries. To the east was Tibet, to the North-East lay 
the sinkiaf province of China and Afghanistan. A tongue of 

y Hinata territory, Wakhan, is north of Gilgit and is 


the West of the main route from qilgit to Kashgar over the _ 6] 


Mintake Pass. A few miles ahead is Russian Turkestan”. 4 


J&K State always had a freponderance of Muslims. There were 


complaints that the majority of the posts both in the 


E 
Lee es) PA government and Axmy were bring held by Hindus. NEUE SEU EE - 
In 1932,\ the All J&K Muslims ( Conference, with Sheikh Oe 
Rn 


Mohammad Abdullah as its moving spirit, was established 

to fight for the rights of the Muslim community. By 1939 

this body shed its communal complexion and changed its 

name into The All J&K National Conference. It was 
subsequently affiliated to the All India State Peoples MD- 
Conference. Repeated compaings against Maharaja were 
launched by the National conference and Sheikh Abdullah 

was imprisoned on several occasions?” 


In 1946 he organised the Quit Kashmir movement against 


the Dogra rule and as a result, was sentenced to a long ET 
term of imprisonment. By that time[had acquired a 


considerable hold over the people of the State”. 


After the announcement of the June 3rd, 1947 plan, 
when Lord Mountabatten was discussing the policy of 
accession of the Indian States to one Dominion or the 
other, he became particularly concerned about J£K State- 
a State with the biggest area in India, with a population 
predominantly Muslim, ruled over by a Hindu taa A Sh 
During this period the sub-continent fell prey to 
Hindu-Muslim riots and the division of the country had 


developed a sense of insecurity and anarchy”. Lord 
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Mountbathem knew eee having been on the prince 
of Wales Staff with him during his Royal Highness tour 
1921-22. He accepted a long standing invitation from 
maharajah to visit Kashmir again and went there on June 
19,1947 and stayed there for four days. Lord Mountbatten 
had met the Maharaja first when he had come to Jammu 
inconnection with the visit of the Prince of Wales and 
where he had played Polo with the Kashmir rulers. The two 
were, therefore, friendly and the mission of viceroy was 


to prompt the Maharaja for acceding to India despite the 


fact that the state had 86% of Muslim population, most of 
its borders touched Pakistan, its all rivers flows down 


to Pakistan and its geographical situation demanded its 


co 
accession to Pakistan" 


During the very first meeting he told Maharaja that 


"If he wanted to accede to Pakistan India would have no 


2 __ Objection. The Maharaja plainly refused to join E 

| under any Ourcumstanoes . viceroy then said, "If you do 
not want to join Pakistan, you should acced, to Indian  ..€ 
dominion and in that case I am prepare to send one Army 53 


division to guard the frontiers of your State. To this 


Maharaja said, "I do not want to accede to India either I 
E sa 62 


ns 
Yv 
| 


"want to remain independent . He told him that independence 
was not, in his opinion, a feasible proposition and that 
the state would not be recognised as a dominion by the 
British government. If he did so, he would lose his crown 


eS . Though Maharaja was not convinced with 


and his throne 
the viceroy, yet he showed his willingness to continue his 
talks. But practically avoided doing so. He assured the 
Maharajah that, so long as he made up his mind to acceded 
EM ies or the other before August 15,1947, no' 
oF trouble would ensure, for whatever dominion he acceded to 
would take the State firmly under its protection as part 


of its territory. He went further to say that in view of 
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the composition of the population, it was particularly 
important to ascertain the wishes of the people. The 
Maharaja appeared quite incapable of making up his mind, 
before his departure from Srinagar. The viceroy then 
Suggested that there should be a common session of talks 
between him, the Maharaja, his P.M. and his advisors on 
the last morning so that the issue of Kashmir's accession 
was settled. But at the last moment Maharaja, on the 
pretext of dysentery, send a message that he was confined 
to bed and begged to be excused” , 

Viceroy thus, found Maharaja elusive, and returned 
to new Delhi without having had an opportunity for a final 
discussion? 

According to Mohammad Yusuf Saraf two factors existing 
at that movement were prima facia important. The first one 
was Maharaja's personal hatred against Pt. Nehru, who had 
not been very popular with the Indian Princes because as 
President of the All India States People's Conference, 
had not only from time to time been airing grievances of 
their subjects but also been occasionally attacking the 
princely order itself and the treaties that protected 
them. Moreover, his hatred for Sheikh Abdullah, who was 
publically supported by Pt. Nehru since 1940. Therefore, 
despite being pronouncedly pro-congress and inherently 
and basically lied to the wheel of Hindi India, he was 
wavering in his mind about the State's ultimate (politication, 
affiliation. In his heart of hearts, he would have liked 
to accede@ to India but the fears engendered on account of 
Congress dominated free India with a very powerful and 
autthoritarian P.M.Pt. Nehru and his humour instinct of 
self-preservation pulled its weight against immediate 
decision of accession to India. Secondly, Pt. Ram Chandra 
Kak, who was not only hated by Pt. Nehru but also worried 
that States accession to India would bring the nationalists 
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to power in the State which meant not only the slaughter 
of his political ambitions but also lead to his disgrace. 
Mr. R.C.Kak, no doubt believed that State's accession to 
Pakistan was economically imperative and would help in 
sparing his country from blood shed, insecurity and economic 
strangulation yet he did not dare to suggest such a course 


to Maharaja as it would have dangerous consequences. He 


was, therefore, advocating a declaration for 
independence? (8! . But Mr. V.P.Menon rightly pointed out 


that situated as the Maharaja, it was not only for him to 
come to decision. If he acceded to Pakistan, the non 
Muslims of Jammu and Ladakh as well as considerable sections 
of Muslims led by the National conference would definitely 
have resented such action. On the other hand, accession to 
India would have provoked adverse reaction in Gilgit and 
in certain areas contiguous to Pakistan. Furthermore, at 
least at that time, the road communications were with 
Pakistan and the forest resources, particularly timber 
which constituted a considerable portion of the State's 
revenue, were being transported by rivers which flow into 
Pakistan. Mr. Menon further added that there was an 
obvious line of action which Maharaja might have taken. 
But he being in a Micawberish frame of mind, hoping for 
the best while continuing to do nothing. Beside he was 
toying with the notion of an Independent Jammu & Kashmir oe 

Even Sardar Patel in his letter to Maharajah dated 
July 3,1947 wrote: 

"As a sincere friend and well wisher of the State, I 
wish to assure you that the interest of Kashmir lied in 
joining the Indian Union. Lu He further added that "I was 
greatly disappointed when His Excellency the Viceroy 
returned without having full and frank discussion with 
you on that fatal Sunday, when you had given an appointment 
which could not kept because of your sudden attack of 
cholic pain. He had invited you to be his gue at Delhi, 
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and in that also he was disappointed. I had hopes that we 


would meet here, but I was greatly disappointed when His 


Excellency told me that you did not avail of the 
T MÀ —————— 


invitation’ L" 

Mahatama Gandhi also paid a short visit to Srinagar 
on August 1,1947. He met the Maharaja and impressed on his 
the desirability of acceding to the demand of the people 
for a constitutional Government but without any concrete 
results? À 

Immediately after-the transfer of power on August 
15,1947 Lord Ismay went to Srinagar. Lord Mountbatten had 
asked him to persuade the Maharaja to take one course or 
the other as soon as possible but nothing came out of Lord 
Ismay's efforts?" , 

Maharaja, however, was caught on the horns of dilemma 
whether to accede to Indian Dominion or to Pakistan or to 
declare J&K as independent State. Like some of the other 
princes, he too being carried away by sentimentalism 
rather than realism and supported by his advisors and 
even some of the leaders of the politically conscious 
groups in the State, fondled with the idea of independence P. 
Mr. R.C.Kak the Prime Minister of the State said to have 
met Mr. Jinnah twice in this connection?” 

Actually, the situation was much that 1t was not easy 
for Maharaja to come to a decision. Mr. V.P.Menon rightly 
pointed out that if he acceded to Pakistan, the non Muslims 
of Jammu and Ladakh as well as considerable section of 
Muslim led by the National Conference would definitely 
have resented such action..On the other hand, accession to 
India would have provoked adverse reactions in Gilgit and 
certain areas contiguous to Pakistan. Moreover, at that 
time, the road communication were with Pakistan and ‘the 
forest resources, particularly timber which constituted a 


considerable portion of the State revenue, were being 
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transported by rivers which flow into Pakistan”. ) 

In order to get more time for the final decision of 
the State's accession, Maharaja offered a stand-still 
agreement to both the dominions so that such essential 
facilities as post and telegraphs, communications etc. 
might continue to be available and the status quo in 
respect of customs, currency, import and export, control, 
defence, foreign relations etc. might be EE 
Trade links between Kashmir and Pakistan remained 
undisturbed. It may be recalled that all the trade routs 
of Kashmir were, thus, connected with those areas which 
had joined Pakistan and the communication system was also 
under those areas which had formed a part of Pakistan”. 
Pakistan agreed to it hurriedly whereas the Government of 
India wanted concurrence of the people of the State. 
Inspite of that Pakistan not only began to put undue 
pressure on Maharaja to accede to it but started creating 
tensions in the region by economic blockade, by cutting 
the supply of essential commodities. Military pressure 
was also applied in the form of hit and run boarders raids 
along 450 miles frontier which rendered the defence of 
the State ineffective to resist as all out attack on the 
State”. Meanwhile Dewan Shive Lal, retired Deputy 
Commissioner of Dera Ismail Khan made the following 


statement about Pak designs in Delhi: 


i-e About a fortnight back a scheme had been started 
to send armed tribal people to the Pakistan kashmir boarder 
from Malakand to Sialkot. About five lakhs have moved more 
are moving in large numbers. Transported by lorries (civilian 
as well as military) provided by Pakistan Government, 
Arms confiscated and seized from non Muslims in these 
areas are being supplied to the tribal people. Factories 
in frontier are producing more arms and ammunition. 


2. State of Dir, Swat and Chitral are also preparing 
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for an attack on Kashmir from the north-west. The Wali of 
zs Swat has been promised Kashmir <a TM 
Even the people of Kashmir were not ready to bow 


before ms imperialist and colonial designs of 


"ES ji ' palus . Meanwhile some of the leaders of Muslim conference 
including Mirwaiz Maulvi Mohd. Yusuf went to Pakistan to 
73 exchange ideas with the leaders of Muslim league? ©!) ; 


Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was then released from 
Contonment Jail in Badamibag on September 29,1947 along 
with his colleagues on the instance of Sardar Vallabh 


7 : A x 
i! A . Soon after the issue of Kashmir's accession 


Qi A -— Bhai Patel. 
E — 

to Indian dominion or Pakistan assumed serious dimentions E , 

Sheikh mohammad Abdullah appealed to Pakistan not to . -D 


precipitate matters but gives them time to weigh the issue 


of accession. He said, "Give Kashmiris enough time to 
think over the pros and cons of accession to one or the 
other Dominion and support their immediate demand for 
AE freedom from Riso a meeting in Srinagar on 
23 October 3,1947 he said: 


"Our choice for joining the Indian Union or Pakistan 


E DD 


would be based on the yetar of 20 lakhs of pogge living 25 


an = in J&K State 
Mr. Dwarkanath in his letter to Pt. nehru dated October 
z5. 4,1947 from Srinagar sent him the following “information 
E, Sheikh sahib and his close associates have decided 
for the Indian Union. 

2. But this decision has not been announced yet and 
the impression is being given that so far the National 
Conference have taken no decision. 

d 3. The leaders of the National Conference are mostly 
in Jail and only Sheikh Sahib has been released so far. 

4. The stand taken by Sheikh Sahib is that the 
political prisoners must be released and the Working 


Committee and the General Council must be allowed to meet 
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to consider the problem and to place their decision before 
the people. 

5. Meanwhile Sheikh Sahib is delivering speeches to 
educate public opinion and to prepare the people for what 
seems to be the inevitable decision of the National 
Conference. 

6. Speeches are delivered to show that killings of 
Hindus and Muslims are un-Hindu and un-Islamic: that the 
issue of accessions cannot be decided by a religious 
sentiment and that the friends and sympathiser of Kashmiris 
during these years of struggle or suffering have been 
Gandhi ji, Jawaherlal ji and the congress and not the 
Muslims or the League or Mr. Jinnah. Attempts are being 
made to show that Jinnah and the League have done great 
harm to the popular movement in Kashmir and that the 
objective of the League and Mr. Jinnah is the preservation 
of the Princely Order and feudal oppression. 

7. It is also emphasised that the objective of the 
Kashmir National Conference is the attainment of people's 
sovereignty with the Maharaja enjoying a constitutional 
position and that this would be the main actor determining 
the decision of the Conference in the matter of accession. 
In short, they would join the Dominion which enables them 
to achieve these objects or helps them in the achievement 
of their objective. 

8. Another important fact which must be borne in al 
mind is the utter collapse of the administrative (A 
governmental machinery. An atmosphere of fear and insecurity 
pervades the place. There is no competent or reliable 

: person to talk or negotiate on behalf of the Government or 
the Maharaja and so far no step has been taken to begin 
talks with Sheikh Sahib. 

9. The Maharaja is incapable of taking a decision 
and though Sheikh has written a nice letter to him and the 
Maharaja too has expressed a desire to meet Sheikh Sahib 
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and his wife, there has really been no move from the 
Government or the Maharaja. 

10. All this has made Sheikh Sahib very uneasy and 
the continued imprisonments of his colleagues adds all 
the more to the seriousness of the position. 

11. Sheikh Sahib feels that unless there is a transfer 
of power to a substantial degree the National Conference 
may find itself ina difficult position. To fight the 
League, to maintain law and order inside the State and to 
carry the masses with them it is highly essential that a 
settlement with the National Conference should be brought 
about simultaneously with the accession to the Union. 

12. Alternative to the National Conference is undiluted 
Muslim communalism of the most militant type and the 
National Conference urges that it be taken into confidence 
and be closely associated with the governance of the 
country. 

13. This is the demand of the progressive elements 
amongst the minorities and they also urge that all 
progressive sections should stand behind Sheikh Sahib and 
strengthen his hands. 

14. The threat to Kashmir is real and unless the 
congress takes up a strong stand and forces the Maharaja 
to come to some agreement with the National conference 
Kashmir is doomed and there will be nothing to prevent 
the conquest of Kashmir by Muslim League leaders and 
private armies. The Maharaja is doomed and so are the 
National Conference and the minorities. 

15. Sheikh Sahib has received your letter today and 
tomorrow a reply will be prepared for you. 

16. I shall most probably fly back on Monday and 
shall bring it alongwith me. This letter will bea detailed 
one and will explain the case of the National Conference. 
17. Sheikh Sahib was most anxious to fly to Delhi to 
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meet you but the situation here is such that he cannot Jas, 
leave the place for some days more. Hef therefore, asked 
me to go back in order to explain the whole case to you and 
Sardar Patel. 

18. I hope you will realise the urgency of the situation 
here and bear it in mind while talking with the 
representatives of the Maharaja. 

19. I need hardly repeat that you realise the whole 
position much better than most of us but I hope your 


colleagues will also take similar view of the situation 


239 —————— a 
here. 
Sheikh Abdullah said in an interview in Delhi on 
October 9,1947: 
"Kashmir cannot immediately decide the 
question of accession to either dominion. 
A quick decision on this issue would be 
incorrect and unwise too. It is much more 
2 necessary at present for Kashmir to secure 
the establishment of self-Government, so 
that the people armed with authority and 
responsibility could decide for themselves | .—— 23 
EE where their interest uil 
During this period some Pakistani leaders including 
Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din, Brigadier Habib-ur-Rehman, Miss Nasira 
Sadiqui and Dr. Tasir came to Sriangar to have talks with 
sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. But they felt much disappointed 
ga after having met Sheixh?4, As a follow up, a National 
; conference delegation led by Mr.. G.M.Sađiq went to Lahore 
to hold talks with the leaders of Muslim league. They met 
several leaders there. Meanwhile Khawaja Ghulam m Nabi Gilkar 
22 announced the formation of rebel Government for Jem. 


Mr. Jinnah, then, deputed Major Shah one of the 
important secretaries of Pak-Government to Sriangar to 
persuade and to put pressure on Maharaja,to accede to 
Pakistan because of the facts that its(86% 


of population 
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was Muslims, most of its borders touched Pakistan, its all 
rivers flow down to Pakistan and its geographical situation 
demanded its acession to Pakistan?$. But when he failed in 


his mission, he returned and submitted his report to Pak- 


Government. Mr. Jinnah, thus, became impatient. In utter b po 


frustration and confusion and to secure Kashmir (before, 
directed the tribesmen to invade Kashmir? . 

In middle of October, 1947, a large column of several 
thousand tribesmen armed with "Bren Guns, machine guns, 
mortars, and flame throws were preparing to attack the 


frontiers of the State. The Pakistan Govt. refuted the 


Bourke while pointed out "Certainly these miniature 


I chargeQ that tribesmen were being aided by her. Margaret 
\ 
4 


establishments (the small factories in tribal areas) would 
hardly explain the mortars, other heavy modern weapons 

and the two aeroplanes with which the invaders were equipped. 

In Pakistan towns close to the border arms were handed 

out before day light to tribesmen directly from the front 
steps of Muslims League Headquarters. This was not quite 

the same thing as though the invaders were being armed BA 
directly by the Govt.. of Pakisthd. Still Pakistan is a 
nation with one political party the Muslim league.” > 
Mr.V.P.Menon rebutted the Pak leaders plea that tribal 


invasion of Kashmir was wholly a spontaneous affairs. 
Lord Birdwood rightly remarked that the fact that tribesmen 
carried a certain amount of equipment and arms which could 
not have come from the limited means of the tribal factories 
was a proof of a leakage from Pakistans regular forces! 
Moreover, it was an admitted fact that the tribesmen 
invaded Kashmir from Pakistan territory. Even if Pakistan 
was not directly aiding the tribesmen, its territory was 
being used by them for the purposes of the invasion. Mr. 
W.E. Hall, the leading authority in International fama- ew 
rightly pointed out that "A State must not only itself 


FIALA A 
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obey the law but it must take responsible care that 
illegal acts are not done within its dominions. Foreign 
nations have a right to take acts done upon the territory 
ofa state as being prima facie in consonance with its 
VOD. Ls E 
Even the Supreme Court of America while adopting the 

same view long ago in United States Vs Arjona (1887) laid 
down: - 

"...from the supremacy and exclusiveness 

of territorial jurisdiction, it follows 

that is the duty of a state, within the 

bonds the legal responsibility, to prevent 

its territory and territorial waters from 

being used to the injury of another 

state... "° 

The tribal invasion, however, caused great devastation. 

The raiders were fast approaching Srinagar the summer 
capital of J&K. The Dogra army and the National Militia 
comprising National Conference volunteers tried to hold 
the enemy's on rush but prolonged resistance to well 
trained and well equipped invaders, including Pakistan 
regular soldiers in white clothes, was out of question. 
They were pushing ahead destroying and looting whatever 
came there way. The whole state was in imminent peril and 


the Maharaja saw his dream of independence shattered like | 


a house of E) 
Jammu and Kashmir was, thus invaded on October 222), l9 
tribesmen from the North-West Frontier Province of west 


Pakistan with the connivance or active support of Pakistan's 


e ler 7] sheitn Mohammad Abdullah said: - 


"The invaders who came in the name of 
Pakistan to make us believe that they 


were true servants of Islam, scorched our 
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land, ruined our homes, spoiled the honour 
of our women and devastated hundreds of 
villages. These lovers of Pakistan 
dishonoured our mosques which they turned 


into brothels to satisfy their animal uto 


gg /1—————— ———— 


GR lust...with abducted women” 
He flew to New Delhi to appeal to Indian Cabinet to 

despatch armed forces to help Kashmiris to repel the 

invaders. The Maharaja also alarmed by the early success 

of the invaders and the devastation caused by them, appealed 

9 to India for military help on October 24194222. In a 
letter to Sardar Patel, Mehar Chand Mahajan, the then 


~) 


prime Minister of the State wrote: 
Zune Situation in the State at the present 
moment is ' such that one cannot get a single 
moment to think of politics. We are 
practically working on a war basis and 
every minute of our time is taken up with 


the border situation which is worsening S 


| en everyday ^) : 
The Government of India made it clear to maharaja 

that it could not acced to his request for military help 

until he offered his state's accession to India?l,. A 


lo] - 


meeting of Defence Committee was held on october 25 morning LB 


to consider the request of Maharajah) Lord Mountbatten 


emphasized that no precipitate action should be taken 


— 


eo: until Government of India had fuller information’. 
V.P.Menon Secretary of the State Ministry Govt.. of India 

was sent to Srinagar to explain the position to the 

he Sp Maharaja. Impressed by the gravity of the situation, 

Menon felt that unless India could help immediately, the 

yo ^l E valley would be lost^^. As a result of Menon's assessment 


of the situation, the Maharaja left Srinagar with his wife 


and son. The Defence committee of the government of India 
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considered the situation in Kashmir and the request made 
by the government of Jammu and Kashmir State for help 
against the raiders who had entered their territory and 
caused great loss and the Suggestions that the Kashmir 


State should accede to India was also considered. The 


Committee came to the following conclusion := 


| a ee 


105 


yere 


ibe In view of the request made by the ' 
Kashmir Government for help against @aisers)— ERES loss 
who have entered their territory, the 
Government of India have decided to give 
such help. In furtherance of this decision 
they are sending troops by air tomorrow 
to Srinagar. They intend reinforcing these 
troops by air as well as by the land route 
via Jammu, as the defence of Kashmir has 
become their responsibility now and they 
intend to discharge it to the best of 
their ability. 
2. His Highness the Maharaja, in 
accordance with his wishes and the wishes 
of a large number of his people, will aceaalwf 
agree to J&K State according} to the Indian 
Dominion. The Government of India will 
accept his accession provisionally subject 
to their declared policy that such matter 
should be finalised in accordance with 
the will of the people. Any reference to 
the people can only take place when law 
and order have been fully established. 

(H.R) the Maharja will invite Sheikh 
Abdullah to form an interim Government =) 
after the Mysore pattern= Js 
The decision of the Defence Committee was subsequent ly 


confirmed by the Cabinet on october 26, oar 
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Maharaja of Kashmir then wrote the following letter 
c to Lord Mountbatten-the (6.6, of India on October 26, 19477 :— 
+ "My dear Mountbatten, 


Gover mel UNA 


I have to inform your Excellency that a grave emergency 
has arisen in my state and request immediate assistance of 
your Government. 

As your Excellency is aware the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir has not acceded to the Dominion of India or to 
Pakistan. Geographically my State is contiguous to both 
the Dominions. It has vital economical and cultural links 
with both of them. Besides my State has a common boundary 
with the Soviet Republic and China. In their external 
relations the Dominions of India and Pakistan cannot ignore 
this fact. 

I wanted to take time to decide to which dominion I 
should accede, or whether it is not in the best interest 
of both the Dominions and my State to stand independent, 
of course with friendly and cordial relations with both. 

I accordingly approached the Dominions of India and 
Pakistan to enter into Stand-Still Agreement with my State. 

( The Pakistan Government accepted this Agreement. The 
dominion of India desired further discussions with 
representatives of my government. 1 could not arrange 
this in view of the developments indicated below. In fact 
the Pakistan government are operating Post and Telegraphy 
system inside the State. 

Though we have got a Standstill Agreement with the 
Pakistan Government that Government permitted steady and 
increasing strangulation of supplies like food, salt and 
petrol to my state. 

|  Afridis, soliders in Plain clothes, and desperadoes 
CR Pda ES modern weapons have been allowed to Gnfilter)into the - Lem 


A ERE AEN ci Ea eee d PE 
— State at first in Poonchjand then Gr$ Sialkot and finally 


ES 


ante in a area adjoining Hazara District on the Ramkot Side. 


The result ha been that the limited number of troops at 


Ò 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


E disposal of the State had to be dispersed and thus Le 


had to facd the enemy atit {thd se several | points simu dtaneously, —_— so 


that it has become difficult to AS Os QE the wanton destruction 


of life and property and looting (| The Mahora po Mahora power house == 


which Supplies. (tha electric current to the whole of 


wes a ss “Sriangar/has been burnt. The number of women who have been 


kidnapped and raped makes my heart bleed. The wild forces 


thus let loose on the state are marching on with the aim 
of capturing Srinagar, the summer capital of my Government, 


as first step to over running Bac whole state.) a 


G The mass infiltration of “tribesmen drawn from(th9 piaui 
distant areas of the North-West Frontierfcoming regularly 
» ae | in motor trucks, “using y (iahshera) Muzaffarabad Road and fully 
E —— — armed with up tes date weapons cannot possibly be done 
without the knowledge of the provincial Government of the 

North-West Frontier A A ppal 

Je A space) Of repeated (Kequests made by my Government no s 
HNN en UE has been made to check these raiders or stop them 
e pucr from coming] to my state.|The Pakistan Radio even put out a 


story that a Provisional government has been set up in 


edes me people of wy seet eie Cie ini MR 


\ — 


zu cue the conditions obtaining at present in my State 
ua In me bath me 
SS al pits ed 
pales Tam haut 
Aohspiacl cs 


E S Lutes + 
SS A accordingly decided to do so and EX attach the Instrument 3 
of Accession for acceptance by your Government . The other 


and the great emergency of the situation as it exists, I 
have no option but to ask for help from the Indian dominion. 
Naturally they cannot send the help asked for by me without 


e my State acceding to the dominion of India. I have 


alternative is to leave my state and my people to free- 
booters. On this basis no civilized Government can exist 


or be maintained. This alternative I will never allow to 


happen &3 long as I am the Ruler of the State and have life 
i to defend my country. ý 
o 
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I may also inform your Excellency's Government that 
it is my intention at once to Set up an interim government 
~and/ask Sheikh Abdullah to carry the responsibilities in 
this emergency with my Prime Minister. 
1f my State has to be saved immediate assistance must __ 
be available at Sriangar. Mr. Menon is fully aware of the qii o 


Jke situation and(hé will explain to you, if further explanation 


— is needed. 


In haste and with kindest regards, 

: Yours Sincerely, 
penau eh >w HARI SINGH 
CET De occupa “(Im the Defence Committee meeting of the morning of 26 

October, 1947 Lord Mountbatten said that it would be 

improper to move Indian troops into what was at that 

moment an independent country,as Kashmir had not then 
decided to accede to either India or Pakistan. He added 

that if Maharaja was anxious to accede to India, the J&K 

State would become part of Indian territory. That was the 

only basis on which Indian troops could be sent to the 

rescue of the State from further pillaging by the 
aggressors. He further expressed the strong opinion that, 
in view of the composition of the population, accession 
should be conditional on the will of the people being 
ascertained by a plebiscite after the raiders had been 
driven out of the State and law and order had been restored. 

This was readily agreed to by Pt. nehru and other 
los Ministers’. 

V.P.Menon then flew back to Jammu. On arrival at the 
Jammu palace he found the Maharaja was asleep. Menon woke 
him up and told him of what had taken place at the Defence 
Committee meeting. He was reađy to accede at once. He then 
composed a letter to the governor General describing the 
pitiable plight of the State and reiterating his request 
for military help. He further informed the Governor General 


that it was his intention to set up an interim Government, 
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at once and to ask Sheikh Abdullah to Carry the 
responsibilities in this emergency with Mehar Chand Mahajan 
his P.M. He concluded by saying that if the State was to & 
be saved, immediate assistance must be available at Srinagar. 
He also Signed the Instrument of Accession. He told Menon 
that before he went to sleep, he had left (instrument with 
his ADC that if Menon came back from Delhi, he was not be 


disturbed as it would mean that Government of India had 
decided to come his rescue and he should therefore be 
allowed to Sleep in peace, but if he failed to return hk 
meant that everything was lost and, in that case his ADC 
fad was to shoot him in his sleep». Menon returned with the 
instrument of accession duly executed and a request for 
troops, arms and ammunition. The executed instrument of 

llo Accession is as under!Ó^.. 

The Palace, Jammu, , 
26th October, 1947. ; 
ANSTRUMENT. OF AGGRSSTON QUE TAMMIE EE eis 
ce Mi Whereas the Indian Independence act, 1947 provides E 

that as from the fifteenth day of August 1947, there shall 

be set up an Independent Dominion known as India, and that 

the Government of India Act, 1935 shall, with such omissions, 
additions, adaptations and modifications as the Governor 

General may by order specify, be applicable to the dominion 

of India. | Y 

And whereas the Government of India act, 1935, as so 
adapted by the Governor General provides that an Indian 
State may accede to the Dominion of India by an Instrument 
of Accession executed by the Ruler thereof. 

Now, therefore, I Shriman Inder Mahander Rajrajeshwar 
Maharajadhiraj Shri Hari Singh Ji, Jammu and Kashmir Naresh 
Tatha Tibbetadi Deshadhipathi, ruler of Jammu and Kashmir 
State, in the exercise of my sovereigny in and over my 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Said staté(tO hereby execute this Instrument of Accession 
end: 


ee | A idealiane that I accede to the Dominion of 


India with the intent that the Govenor General of India, 
the dominion Legislature, the Federal Court and any other 
Dominion authority established for the purposes of the 
Dominion shall, by virtue of this my Instrument of Accession 
but subject always to the terms thereof, and for the 
purposes only of the dominion, exercise in relation to the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir (hereinafter referred to as 
"this State") such functions as may be vested in them by 
or under the government of India Act, 1935, as In konce 
in the dominion of Inida on the 15th day of August, 
1947, (which Act as so in force is hereafter referred to as 
AERE ACES). 

2. I hereby assume the obligation of ensuring that 
due effect is given to provisions of the Act within this 
State so far as they are applicable therein by virtue of 
this my Instrument of Accession. 

3. I accept the matters specified in the schedule 
hereto as the matters with respect to which the dominion 
legislature may make law for this State. 

4. I hereby declare that I accede to the dominion of 
India on the assurance that if an agreement is made between 
the govenor General and the Ruler of this State whereby 
any function in relation to the administration in this 
State of any law of the Dominion Legislature shall be 
exercised by the ruler of this State, then any such agreement 


shall be deemed to form part of this Instrument and shall 


be construed and have effect accordingly. 

5. The terms of this my Instrument of Accession 
shall not be varied by any amendment of the Act or the 
Indian Independence Act, 1947, unless such amendment is 


accepted by me by Instrument Supplementary to this 
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Instrument . 


6. Nothing in this Instrument shall empower the 
dominion Legislative`to make any law for this State 
authorising the compulsory acquisition of land for any 
purpose, but I hereby under take that should the dominion 
for the purpose of Dominion law which applies in this 
State deem it necessary to acquire any land, I will at 
their request require the land at their expense, or if 
the land belongs to me transfer it to them on such terms 
as may be agreed or, in default of agreement, determined 
by an arbitrator to be appointed by the Chief Justice of 
India. 
| 7. Nothing in this Instrument shall be deemed to 
commit in any way to acceptance of any further constitution 
of India or to fetter my discretion to enter into agreement, 
with the Government of India under any such future 
constitution. 

8. Nothing in this Instrument affects the cotinuance 
of my sovereignty in and over this State, or, save as 
provided by or under this Instrument, the exercise of 
any powers, authority and right now enjoyed by me as Ruler 
of this State or the validity of any law at present in 
force in this State. 

9. I hereby declare that I execute this Instrument 
on behalf of this State and that any reference in this 
Instrument to me or to the Ruler of this State is to be 
construed as including a' reference to my heirs and 
successors. 

Given under my hand this 26th day of October, nineteen 
hundred and forty seven. 

HAIR SINGH 
Maharajadhiraj of Jammu and Kashmir State. 
In his own words: 


"Give army, take accession and give 
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whatever power you want to popular party, 
but the army first fly to Srinagar this 
evening. Otherwise, I will go and negotiate 
terms with Jinnah as the city must be 
saved. tu 

With the Instrument of Accession and the Maharaja's 
letter V.P.Menon flew back at once to Delhi. Sardar Patel 
Was waiting at the aerodrome and both of them went straight 


to the meeting of the Defence committee. There was a long 


discussion, at the end of which Git was | decided that the Pe. Jt 
accession of J&K should be accepted, subject to the proviso 
that a plebiscite would be held in the State when the law 
and order situation allowed. It was further decided that 
an infantry battalion should be flown to Srinagar next 
day. This decision had the fullest support of Sheikh all: 
Mohammad Abdullah, who was in Delhi at that time anj who - 
had been pressing the Government of India on behalf of the 
J&K National Conference for immeđiate help to be sent to 
the State to resist the tribal invasion’ ee 
ThelG.G of Indian Dominion then gave the QUO TES H3 
acceptance to the Instrument of accession:- 
ACCEPTANCE OF ACCESSION BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA 
I do hereby accept this Instrument of Accession. 
Dated this twenty seventh day of October, niineteen p 
hundred and forty Seven s 
MOUNTBATTEN OF BURMA 
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA ^ 


After accepting the Instrument of Accession,. Lord 


- d 


Mountbatten wrote a personal letter to maharaja, in reply 
U^ to his letter which had accompanied the Instrument of 


Accession. He wrote: 


"....My government have decided to accept the acession : 
of Kashmir State to the dominion of India. In consistence 


with their policy that in the case of any state where the 
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" Anand, KGS Gua). of India is of the view that " this statement 


issue of acc 
question of 
with the wi 


be decided in accordance 
e of the State, it is my 
Government ' as law and order have been 

restored in Kashmir and its soil cleared of the invader | 
the question of State's a accession should be settled by a 


reference to the “people Bl “Accordingly 1 Dr. Adersh ain 


does not and cannot effect the legality of accession which 

was sealed by India's official acceptance. This statement 

is not a part of the Instrument of Accession. C^" Mr. (S 
rr « 


Mehar Chand Mahajan, the formal Chief Justice of India, 


however, observed: 
"The Indian Independence Act did not 
envisage conditional accession. It could 
not envisage such a situation as it would 
be outside the parliament's policy. It 
wanted to keep no Indian state in a State 
of suspense. It conferred on the rulers 
of the Indian States absolute power in 
their discretion to accede to either of 
the two Dominions. The dominions Governor 
General had the power to accept the 
accession or reject the offer but he had 
no power to keep the question open or 
attach conditions to Tee ee 
The only documents relevant to the accession were 
the Instrument of Accession and the Indian Independence 
Act and as the constitutional documents did not contemplate 
any conditions. There can be no question of the accession 


e In the words of Mahajan: 


having been Conditional 
"Finality which is statutory cannot be made contingent on 
conditions imposed outside the powers of the Statute. Any 
rider which mitigates against the finality is clearly 


ultra virus and has to be vejectea a ee 12 
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Anand, (C D) of India is of the view that " this statement 


issue of accession has been the subject of dispute, the \ 
question of accession should be decided in accordance ^ 
with the 


ishes of the people of the State, it is my N 


Government'X wish that as soon as law and order have been s N 
\ 
restored in Kashmir and its soil cleared of the invader/ _ 
4 
the question Bf State's accession should be settled by a 


reference to the people Sine cordingly Dr. Adersh ain 


does not and cannot effect the legality of accession which 


was sealed by India's official acceptance. This statement 
104 


is not a part of the Instrument of Accession. EUM SE m 
Mehar Chand Mahajan, the formal Ch: Chief Justice of India, 
however, observed: 
"The Indian Independence Act did not 
envisage conditional accession. It could 
not envisage such a situation as it would 
be outside the parliament's policy. It 
wanted to keep no Indian state in a State 
of suspense. It conferred on the rulers 
of the Indian States absolute power in 
their discretion to accede to either of 
the two Dominions. The dominions Governor 
General had the power to accept the 
accession or reject the offer but he had 
no power to keep the question open or 
attach conditions to it." 

The only documents relevant to the accession were 
the Instrument of Accession and the Indian Independence 
Act and as the constitutional documents did not contemplate 
any conditions. There can be no question of the accession 
having been coc, In the words of Mahajan: 
"Finality which is statutory cannot be made contingent on 
conditions imposed outside the powers of the Statute. Any 
rider which mitigates against the finality is clearly À 

107 uL 


ultra virus and has to be rejected 
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The announcement of Jammu & Kashmir''s accession to 
India caused great amazement among Pakistan{leaders and 
rulers. Mr. Jinnah was.of the view that the accession of 
J&K state was not bonafide one since it rested on "fraud 
and violence" and would never be accepted by Pakistan" 
Mr. Jinmah ordered the Nation's land forces to immediately 
occupy Jammu. But when the military Secretary to Governor 
General conveyed the orders to the then acting Commander 
in Chief General Gray, he refused to implement the orders 
without the permission of General Auckinleke who was Supreme 
Commander of Joint Indo-Pakistan Amaya. However, Pakistan 
refused to recognise this accession. Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan 
said: 

"We do not recognise this accession. The 
accession of Kashmir to India is a fraud, 
perpetuated on the people of Kashmir by 
its cowardly ruler with the aggressive 
help of Indian government "19 
A few days later the same Newspaper quoted the P.M. of 
Pakistan said: 
"Phere is not the slightest doubt that 
the whole plot of accession of Kashmir to 
India was preplanned, It cannot be 
justified on any moral or political 
Grounds « 

The P.M. of Pakistan Mr. Liyakat Ali Khan on the other 
hand rushed from Karachi to Lahore where he had convened 
a meeting of political and army officers. The army officers 
again suggested that Pakistan should immediately occupy 
Jammu. But P.M. did not agree on the plea that it would 
give India a pretext to launch an attack on Pakistan which 
could create severe danger for Pakistan. Instead they 
decided to help the invading tribesmen by providing them 


with more ammunition and arms and sending more men to 
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fight in Kashmir”... 


The All J&K National Conference leadership had rejected 
the possibility of J&K State's accession to Pakistan because 
Pakistan had committed an act of aggression against the 
State and also because the principle on which it was 
brought into existence and its social and economic structure 
ran counter to the ideals and objectives which the popular 
10103; 


leaders of the State had set for themselves . The decision 


ona) accession to Indian Dominion was also endorsed at a 
special convension of the party held in October, 1948". 
Its resolution ran "this convention has given its serious 
thought to the question of accession and has examined it 
in all its aspects and detail. After mature consideration 
of the issue it is definitely of the opinion that Kashmir, 
with its unflinching faith in New Kashmir and with the 
very advanced outlook of the people on the fundamental 
issues, cannot find its proper place in Pakistan, which 
today has become the main citadel of reaction and decaying 
feudalism...Pakistan with its basis in the two nation 
theory and its persistence in the perpetuation of religious 
distinctions does not and cannot accommodate a programme 


and an outlook which is the very negation of its basis and  .57 
| pas T 


AS 


conceptions of social justiceli?-- 
The State of Jammu and Kashmir thus, became an integral 
part of Indian dominion in october, 1947. In their capacity 
as Indian nationals, the representatives of the State 
took part in the deliberation of the Constituent Assembly 
of India. The constitution framed by the consembly conferred 
a special status on the state and gave it the right to 
116 
Refernce; — — — = 
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frame its own constitution 
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THE INTEGRATIONIST MOVEMENT IN J&K 


The concept of 'Movement'within a political and 


social context is said to have been emerged from the _ 1729 
OU CUI 


> 


experience of the French Revolution of (1979 and from 
the continuing struggle against the established authority 


: a : : L : ; 
in different countries in Europe . It is an organised 


attempt on the part of a section to bring about partial _ 
LAU eut e IN M Mini 


pS 
or total change in it@ through collective mobilization 

based on ideology. Whenever a movement develops into 
a high degree of formal organisations, it ceases to be 

a movement and become a part of the Internalised System 

losing its innovative features. 

However, over the last several centuries, the 
organisation and conduct of political movements have 
been complicated by the development of political parties 
and specific institutions for legislation administration 


and adjudication, as a result the opportunities for 


political conflict have increaselalongwith the economic 
development and created new values, attitudes, interests 
and the proliferation of ideologies reflects these 
fundamental changes in our way of life and in the 
organisation of our society and government? . 

However, most of the modern political parties have 
a movement dimension. Some of the political parties 
contain more than one movement such as U.S. Democratic 
party. Some movements used political parties not only 
as an instrument to spearhead their action in seeking 
political powers but also to engage in action at pressure 
group, educational or cultural levels such as Communist 
Movements in most of Western European countries. For 


some movements party activity is considered either 
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irrelevant to their purpose or entirely profitless 


such as millionaires)movements or anarchist movements. 


But many protests and religious movement; moral crusaders 
and intellectual and cultural movements are sui generis. 

The Integrationist Movement in J&K State has, 
however, been spearhead] by the mal a & Kashmir 
National COGENTE in Kashmir region; The All Jammu & 
Kashmir Praja Parishad/Jana Sangh/Bharitya Janta Party 
5 Jammu region and Ladakh Buddhist Association in 
Ladakh region at different points of times. 

The Integrationist Movement in the State of Jammu 
& Kashmir was first started by the All Jammu & Kashmir 
National Conference,right from the dawn of democracy 
in Indian sub-continent and culminated in the accession 
of the State with Indian Dominion way back on October 
27,1947. The seeds for this had, however, been sowed 
in the State with the changing of political pattern in 
British India a few years before the commencement of 
World War Second. 

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah left Srinagar for India 
to renew his contacts with Indian leaders just after 
the Third Annual Session of the All Jammu & Kashmir 
Muslim Conference at Sopore from November 11 to November _ 
13,1934%, (fij met Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru and was much 
impressed by his political ideals and aims. By and by 
he developed personal and ideological links with him”. 


Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah met Pt. Wehru at Lahore railway 


station when the latter was on his way to the North- 


West Frontier province in 1937. They talked for a few 
minutes, but not satisfied. He then accompanied Nehru 


during his tour and discussed the possibilities of 
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giving a secular character to kashmir Politics’. Sheikh 
Mohd. Abdullah then frequently went to India and met 
leaders like Gandhiji and Pt. Nehru. He was deeply 
impressed by their sense of dedication and sacrifice, 
and discovered complete identity of views between theirs 
and his. His intellectual horizon extended beyond the 
narrow communal confines of the valley and the political 
dimensions of his philosophy assumed a national 
perspective?! 

Moreover, the experience of the six years following 
the inception of Muslim conference in 1932 had more 
adequately revealed to Sheikh Abdullah and a few other 
leaders of Muslim Conference that narrow communal 
politics would certainly be no remedy for the ills of 
large scale poverty, economic hardship and exploitation 
faced by the people in J&K irrespective of their 
religions. Sheikh Abdullah and his colleagues realised 
that an agitation against the princely rule could not 
succeed without the support of all the communities 
because not only Muslims but all the poor and the low 
in all parts of the State were the subject of feudal 
oppression and tyranny. Being a shrewd statesman, Pt. 
nehru too possessed a precocious understanding about 
the future course of events in the subcontinent. and 
had probably felt the pulse of the Kashmix/ Muslims’. He 
realised the importance of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah as 
a popular leader in a geographically vital Muslim 
majority area and was wise enough to realise that it 
was in the interest of Congress that he should be on 
its side. It was said to be this reason that Pt. Nehru 


cast himself in the role of a friend and supporter of 
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Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. When Pt. Nehru decided to 
visit Kashmir in May 1940, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 
at once extended invitation to him to be a guest of 
National Conference. Pt. Nehru however, visited Kashmir 
on May 30, 1940 alongwith the Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan. He toured the valley for ten days and advised 
Hindus to join the National Conference and strengthen 
the hands of the Sheikh Mohammad Abdul fan?” Some of the 
Congress leaders, who visited Srinagar in the summer 


of 1944 and 1945 were too hosted by Sheikh Abdullah. 


They also tried to cement their personal and political 


bonds with him}? 

The National Conference leaders, on the other hand, 
closely watched political wind in the country 
particularly from 1934 to 1945 i.e. during World War 
Second and correspondingly evolved their future strategy 
and plan of action. Though things were still in a flux, 
they were clear in their goals, achievement of a 
Socialistic pattern of Society through Mie anie 


processes and strengthening of forces of secularism 


In fact, the Economic Wing of the organisation prepared 


s ? JD" orem 
a tangible|reliable programme called "Naya Kashmir. ^" 
A 


Just after his release from Ahmadnagar fort in 
July 1945 Pt. (üehru and a few other top congress leaders 
like Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, Khan Abdul Ghaffar, me. 
Asaf Ali, Mian Iftikhar-Ud-Din went to Kashmir for 
health reasons. The National Conference arranged a 
river procession in Srinagar in their honour. Pt. Nehru 
and other Congress leaders were then formally invited 
to attend the forth coming annual session of the National 


Conference to be held at Sopore. Most of them including 


c 
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Pt. Nehru attended the session. In their speeches Pt. 


ANA —(qnehru and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan paid generous tribute 


to Sheikh Abdulla's qualities of leadership. They 


also supported the demand of self-rule made by the 


3 


National Conference ^"^ 
Although sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was never trusted 
by the more conservative Congress leaders like Sardar 


Patel yet he succeeded in gaining the confidence of 


Pt. (Behru who, perhaps because of his Kashmiri E A 


looked upon Kashmir as his special sphere of interest!^ 


A meeting of the All India States People Conference 
was, therefore, held at Sopore-fifty kms. north of 
Srinagar in October 1945. whereas Pt. Nehru presided 
over the Conference and other eminent political 
personalities like Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad participated in the deliberations. 
There was complete identity of views between the Indian 
National Congress and the All J&K National Conference. 
The majority of the National Conference members were 
drawn to the secular, democratic and socialistic ideals 
of the national mainstream symbolized by the Indian 
National Congress. They rejected the two-nation theory 
of The All India Muslim league. The Congress leaders 
told the people that the National Conference was the 
sole representative body of the masses of the State”. The 
National Conference leaders were then admitted to the 
All Indian State People's Conference which Congress 
had set up in various States as a common platform for 
continuing the political movement against princely order 
and which was a sort of counterpart in the Indian 


States of the wider anti-British movement of the 
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— —3Y4A() .] Pt. Nehru vehemently condemned the policy of 
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“Congress 
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During World War Second, however, the Indian Muslim 
League and the Indian National Congress vigorously 
started spreading their net in Kashmir because of the 
then changing of political pattern in British India. 

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Mr. Asaf Ali visited 
Srinagar even d during Quit Kashmir Movement of May 
1946 when Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and many of his 


followers were arrested on the charges under section 


oppression resorted by the State Govt. Some 
correspondence and telegrams were exchanged between 


the Maharaja of J&K and Pt. Nehru in which Pt. Nehru 


expressed the absolute necessity of releasing of Sheikh 


Abdullah forthwith and withdrawal of prosecution against 
nim!', When Maharaja did not agree, Pt. Ji informed him 
through a telegram on June 19,1946 that he was reaching 
Srinagar on June 19,1946 along with a number of lawyers 
to defend Sheikh Abdullah. He had taken this decision 


individually as President of the All India States People 


UZ 


Conference on his own responsibility.He did not even 12/7 


ee 


consult the Congress Working Committee. The State 
Government banned his entry in the State. 
Characteristically, Pt. Nehru decided to defy the ban 
and to enter Kashmir from Punjab via thé Kohala bridge. 
Those were the days when the British Statesmen were 
holding negotiations with the Indian Leaders to find 
the modus operandi for transferring power to Indians 
in spite of the hectic political activities. 


Pt. Nehru left Delhi for Srinagar on June 16,1946 


along with three eminent lawyers -Dewan Chaman Lal, 
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Mr. Asaf Ali and Mr. Baldev Sahal. At Rawalpindi on 


D June 20,1946 about three hundred Congress workers joined 
Ee — — 18 
gio —— them . He was stopped in the midest of the Kohala 


bridge by Dogra troops with fixed baynets, when he 
refused to be cowed down and fearlessly walked across 
and pushed the baynets aside. Major Bhagwan Singh, 


being a tactful and intelligent man, ordered his troops 


A aside and he was permitted to make forced entry in the y 
v: — 19 Ellas c ae PRA eU. der un E 
2b — A State territory”. Ge walked for a short distance before 


boarding a car which speeded towards Srinagar. He was 
stopped at the Domel customs post twenty two miles 
away and served upon a warrant of arrest. He was then 
taken to a Rest House at Uri where he spent two nights. 
A State car was placed at his disposal. He was told 
that he was free to return to British India at any time 


at his will but he insisted upon visiting Srinagar. 


Even the telephone facilities were made available to 
him. He talked to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad who tec 
him to return to Delhi as the Congress Working Committee 
had taken the matter into its hands. He was also informed 
that his absence was hampering negotiations for the 
transfer of powers. At the request of Maulana Azad, 
Lord Wavell sent a plane to Srinagar which brought Pt. 
nehru and Asaf Ali to Delhi on 22nd June, 1946. The 
Congress Working committee then prevailed upon the 
State Government to lift the ban and allow Pt. Nehru to 
visit Srinagar. This was done and Pt. nehru reached 
Srinagar on July 24,1946 and had a long meeting with 
"Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah at Badami Bag Cantonment. He 
returned to Delhi within a few days. He then sent Mr. 


Asaf Ali, a brilliant barrister and a member of congress 
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Working Committee to defend Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 

who was being tried under section 124(A) (Treason) 

Ranbir Panel code.Pt. Jia Lal Killam assisted the 
2 defence” 


In spite of the fact that Mr. Asaf Ali made a 


ye eee EN spirited defence,| Sheikh Abdullah was sentenced to 
7 nine years simple imprisonment and a fine of rupees 
22 bp — — tive hundred. The Congress Working Committee's Resolution 


on Kashmir dated September 25,1946 deeply regretted 


the sentence passed on Sheikh Abdullah and also expressed 


v Bet sympathy for all those who had suffered or were 
pee suffering for the cause of freedom in Kashmir. 


It may not be out of place to mention that Mr. Ram 

Chandra Kak- the then prime Minister of the State in 

his letter to Sardar Patel of September 12,1946 mentioned 

that total number of persons arrested in this movement 

was 924. There were 106 persons then under detention, 

out of which 55 were undergoing imprisonment for various 

offences, 47 were under trial and only in six cases 

Dy — the sentences exceeded six months. The rest had been 

Lo released: 
ARO On the other hand, Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the 4 


Président of the 11 India Muslim League too visited 


ae 
=> Kashmir in May, 1944 and stayed there upto 25 July, 


mne) 
A MTM with the purpose of rest and recreation. But — 7 


NP é according to Mohammad Yusuf Saraf Sheikh Mohammad 


Abdullah, after consultations with his colleagues such 
as Mirza Mohammad Afzal Beg, Maulana Mohammad Saeed 
Masudi, Khawaja Ghulam Mohammad Sadiq and Bakashi Ghulam 
Mohammad decided to invite Mr. Jinnah to Srinagar in 


early 1944 to bring about a compromise between the A11 
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J&K National Conference and the All J&K Muslim 
Conference. Khawaja G.M.Sadiq and Maulana Saeed, 
thereupon, met him at Delhi. This was followed by a 


long meeting between him and sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 


The Sheikh's representatives met him again at Lahore. E 
. EIE C ` 7 = PEE 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullahíwas)said to have invited Mr. 


Jinnah to Srinagar. It was also said that he had a 


standing invitation from the Muslim Conference also to 


——————. 0» 


“visit srinagar””. This was the time when the All J&K 


Muslim Conference had lost its nerve and it was left 
only in name in the valley, but a political force in 
Jammu Division. He was given a warm reception on behalf 


of the National Conference and its leaders. Sheikh 


Mohammad Abdullah, G.M.Sadiq and Maulana Saeed Masudi 
MEC £2 


"welcomed him on the outskirts of the Srinagar city 


The President of the National Conference Sheikh 1 
Mohammad Abdullah, himself presented an address of à 
welcome to him in Partap Park, Srinagar. He had several 
meetings with leaders of the National Conference and 
thé Muslim Conference“. He had also long meetings 
with Mr. Jinnah..During Ehi® long meetings Mr. Jinnah 
all along persuaded Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah to take 
up the leadership of the Muslim Conference instead of 
the National Conference. But Sheikh Abdullah strongly 
believed that since struggle against the Maharaja in 
the name of Muslim Conference was being construed as a 
sort of communal movement, it was in the interest of 
the Kashmiri Muslims that they should carry their 
movement in the name of the National Conference”. 
Sheikh Abdullah told Choudhari Ghulam Khan that there 


was no chance of any change in their political 
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Being a shrewd politician he was quick to perceive 
that the political wind in the valley was blowing 
towards secularism. He declared that the "Muslims have 
one plateform, one Kalama and one God." I would request 
all Muslims to come under the banner of the Muslim 
Conference and for their rights." This provoked a sharp 


reaction from Sheikh Abdullah. He told his people. 


SK 
"The ills of the land can only be Eee ee 


Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs together” 

The local leaders of the Muslim Conference tried 
to convince Mr. Jinnah that Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
was, in reality, with the congress and the All J&K 
National conference was a branch of The Indian national 
Congress. Mr. Jinnah, therefore, passed bitter remarks 
against Sheikh Abdullah and called him and his Es 


AA I e SUNT CE UTE 


@orkis\" a band of gangsters’ .* All this led to the 


O 


creation of strong differences between them. The National 
Conference leaders, therefore, requested Maharaja to 
ask mr. Jinnah to leave Kashmir immediately. The 


political clash between the National Conference o as 


we po cpdeeuic deut of whe )1 1 India wem pene OTE Ly 


into prolonged animosity between them and the congress 
party, said to have derived much gain out of wees The f 
People of Kashmir, thus, openly rejected Mr. Jinnah's 25. 
two-nation ideology and theocratic basis of a EC NET 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in his letter to Mr. 
R.C.Kak, the then prime Minister of the J&K State, 
dated April 11,1947, however, wrote to him that the 
time was then ripe to reconsider the attitude towards 


Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and his colleagues who were 
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in Kashmir jails”*. In his another letter to him dated 


July 3,1947 Patel once again advised him to reconsider ok 
whether Sheikh Abdullah should continue to remain in IE 
jail or released without any delay ^ taa letter to 

fcc ^ . Sardar Patel MÀ. Ramadhar-Secretary, All India Spinners 
Association dated July 14,1947, who was at Sriangar, 
informed him that Maharaja of Kashmir had.given him a ZR 
word that general amesti to be proche moa E 
week or ten days time". Sardar Patel in his letter to 

T SS UY 18,1947 informed him that he had 

\ 3 written a letter to (1D. R.C.Kak about the release of 
Sheikh Abdullah and other workers of the National 


FE Y Conference and enclosed a copy of reply which he had 


received ^. Pt. nehru in his letter to Sardar Pátel 
dated September 27,1947 stressed the urgency in the 
then existing alarming situation in the J&K State, the 
Aem Maharaja to release Sheikh Abdullah and the other 
National Conference leaders without delay, to make a 
friendly approach to them, seek their cooperation and iA 
t make them feel that was really meant, and then to 239) 


& " m 


TUN : b ; RS ee 
declare adhesion to the Indian Union '. Maharaja had 


then proclaimed general amnesty and Sheikh Abdullah 
and his other colleagues were released on September A 
oc ee ee 
* A a dated October 2,1947 expressed his pleasure on the. 


^, released of Sheikh Abdullah and other workers of the 


i. ' 7 d ; 
S004 ^ National Conference” ?. Ms —À]- 

ps There, then, followed(ajrapid changes in the O 
i politics of sub-continent. British India was partitioned 


i and two new dominions Pakistan and India came into 


being on August 14 and August 15,1947 respectively. 
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The partition was followed by a large scale communal 

= o~~ massacres) Maharaja signing stand still Agreement with 
p Pakistan, Pakistan not only putting undue stress on S 

Maharaja to accedgd: "Kashmir to! that country but creating 

the tension in the region, sealing two main routes 


QD leading to kashmir and oe the supply of essential Al 
ys oE uc commodities ote State”. Some borderd areas of the 
State had also witnessed skirmishes between the Dogra 
Army and the Muslims. The Kashmir Valley, under the 
dynamic and inspiring leadership of Sheikh Mohammad A 
Abdullah, who had very powerful grip over the people, gus 
maintained communal kartony and AU V MES A 
Soon after his release the issue of Kashmir accession 
to India or Pakistan assumed serious dimensions. As 
said earlier some Pakistani leaders came to Srinagar 
to talk to Sheikh Abdullah during this period and felt ty Yo 


much disappointed after having met him??- 


As a follow A 

up, a National conference delegation led by mr. 
G.M.Sadiq also went to Lahore to hold talks with leaders 

e : of the Muslim qum ee on one hand the delegations) 

members were busy in meeting the League Leaders, on 

the other Khawaja Ghulam Nabi Gilkar announced the 

formation of a rebel Government for Jammu and Kashmir 


on October 4,1947. He then went to Srinagar | Even TA 


— Mis Wel Maud Ut 
2 d before his announcement Pakistan Radio started 


| 
À M wares i 
Teo left qot Samoga broadcasting mischievous and false propaganda 27 The 


Nm aud we law and order situation in the valley was dangerous 

P Nos sapete is and deteriorating. The Muslim league in the Punjab and 

j ¿mes i + ; 
TL Aa zit Conte the N.W.F.P. were making preparations to enter Kashmir 
Peat oe : E. 
Wha A in considerable numbers because the then approaching 49 


jolies d 


winter would cut off valley from rest of India 
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m o OS 
ones] odol lid of Pakistan”. He “and his close associates had then 


decided for Indian Union. . He was delivering speeches 


to educate public opinion and to prepare people for 


what seemed to be inevitable decision of 


the National 


Conference. He stressed, [that killings ou Hindus and 


Muslims were un-Hindu Ed un-Islamic, that the issue 


of State accession could not be decided by a religious 


sentiment and the friends and sympathisers of Kashmiris 


during those years struggle or suffering had: seen 


Gandhiji, Pt. nehru and the Congress and not the Muslims 


or the League or Mr. Jinnah. The attempts were, thus === 


Y 


made to show that Jinnah and the league had done great 


harm to the popular movement in Kashmir 


and that the s 


objective of the league and Mr. Jinnah was the 51 


Cu 


preservation of the princely order and feudal oppression. 


Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and his associates emphasised 


that the objective of the Kashmir National Conference 


was the attainment of people's sovereignty with the MB 


Maharaja enjoying. a constitutional positior | and that 


would be the main factor determining the decision of 


the conference in the matter of accession. In other 


words, they would join the Dominion 
enable them to achieve these objectives 
in the achievement of their objectives 


A day after the appointment of Mr. 


47 


which would A 


or help them $ 


Mehar Chand 


Mahajan new Prime Minister of the State on October 


15,1947, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah suddenly left for 


` New Delhi. During his one week stay there he 


Pt. nehru, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Mr. 


met Gandhiji, 
Rafi Ahmed 


fg ee, Ku Mr. Asaf Ali and Sardar Patel. The accession 
A 
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document covering subjects relating to defence, 
communications and Foreign Affairs, sent by Maharaja 
to the Government of India also came under discussion 
while the talks between Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and 


Indian leaders on the future of Kashmir State were in 


progress when General Auckinleke the Supreme Commander 
of Indo-Pakistan joint army informed the Government of 
India that 5,000 tribesmen had launched an attack on 
J&K State, Pt. Nehru informed Sheikh Abdullah 
accordingly. This followed by a metano in which Lord 
Mountbatten, Pt. nehru and Sheikh Abdullah participated. 
It was then agreed that the instrument of accession of 
the State with the Union of India was acceptable to the 
government of India as temporary and provisional which 7 


at the appropriate time be referred to the people of 


EN T AB 
State for ratification 


Just after the accession of the State to Indian y A 
Dominion on October, 27,1947 which Pak government 512 
characterized as based on fraud / and violenċe and as Ads eh 
such it could not be ON Sheikh Mohammad /was 
appointed as the Head of gierdenoy Administration the 
very next day ?. Moreover, at a very early state of the 
tribal invasion Radio Pakistan announced the formation 
of provisional government of Kashmir as "Azad Kashmir M 
Government" somewhere in Poonch under Mohammad traning U5 

When Lord Mountbatten, on November 1,1947 (suggested | 
mE a plebiscite would be held in the State, Mr. z 
Jinnah objected and said that with the presence of 
Indian troops and with sheikh Abdullah in power, the 
people of the State would be far too frightened to vote 


Sa Ap 
| ¿ig 


for Pakistan 
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INTEGRATIONA&IST MOVEMENT IN JAMMU REGION 


As already pointed out that the struggle for freedom 
and democratisation of the State administration in Jammu & 
Kashmir, which went back to the years of thirty's, had its 
origin in the widespread discontentment among the Muslim 

masses who then comprised ef 78% of the population of the State 
and 89% of the population in Kashmir valley. The Muslims had 
very inadequate representation in the State services as well 
as in the economic and industrial life of the State, The bulk 
of the Muslim population were tillers, labourers and were the 
target of the exploitation, Agrarian discontentment and p 
paucity of employment opportuni ty eee the motivating force 
for the Muslim masses to agitate against the Dogra regime, | 
The struggle for freedom in Kashmir, entered its crucial stage 
when the famous 'Quit Kashmir Movement! i,e, the—for. the 
transfer of powers to the people, was launched by the All 
Jammu and Kashmir National Conference in 1946, The State 
bureocracy was then bewilered at this new slogan end full of 
vengeance decided to crush the movement, Inspi te aE O re! 
of terror, arrest, prosecutions and deaths, the movement we 


ef a great success. 


i E 
The popular sentiments in Jammu region believing tne fe 


14 
Hindu Maharaja as a symbol of security egainst the majority - 
population of Kashmir region, however, sided with the A 
Maharaja in his attempt to retain more and more power in 2n 


Am zu 
pre-independence, | It then seemed to Dogra Nationalists that 


prospect of Democracy in the State would be nothing more than 
being exposed to the whims of paramount majority of the State 


i 2 
and its leadership, 


a 


Contd,,,5 
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However, just after the partition of British India, 
most of the princes of Indian States, acting in accordance 
with the provisions of the Cabinet Mission Plan? as well as 
keeping in view the considerations of geographical contiguity 
of their respective States, exercised their choice and 
acceded either of two, the then newly created dominions — India 
ane Pakistan.” Some of these State which thought of going 
against their geographical positions, economic needs and 
historical and cultural affiliations were soon compelled by 


their people to make the correct choice. > 


When the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir who could not 
make decision about the accession because of demographic and 
geographical considerations and entered stand still Agreement 
pipas teas did not bow before the Pak pressure to accede 
to it, a massive attack in the form of Tribal invasion on 
Jammu € Kashmir State was launched by the Pakistan forces xx 
on October 25, 1947 to force its outright annexation, On 
October 15, 1947, thousand of armed Pakistanis comprising 
frontier tribesmen and aided by Pakistan army regulars in 
civilian clothes invaded Jammu and Kashmir and committed 
atrocities on the people. Pakistan organised a combined force 
cou Silwp Taiba af welt cy pessonml «cni O Hon atm 
under the code name of 'Gperation Gulmarg', devised, planned 
and led by Major General Akbar Khan (who had assumed the name of 
General Tariq) assisted by Brigadier Sher Khan, The situation 
in Kashmir deteriorated further, The Maharajas role aim was 
to same his State at any cost, The Maharaja was, therefore, 


forced to offer the State accession to Indian Dominion, 
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hecame 
which, alongwith Pakistan, because independent, self- 


governing dominion within the Commonweal th of Nations, on 


August 15, 1947, 


After the Instrument of Accession was accepted by the 
Government of India and the State had acceded in Defence, 
Foreign Affairs and Communications, the Prime Minister of 
India agreed with the then Prime Minister of Kashmir — Mr. 
Mehar Chand Mahajan - that the military assistance would be 
extended to the Maharaja on the conditions that the internal 
administration of the State was democratised, that Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah was given the charge of State's administre- 
tion and was made to shoulder responsibility alongwith the 
State's Prime Minister for the conduct of governmental affairs. 
Sheikh Abdullah was, however, not entrusted with the actual 
power until Indian forces had occupied the State territory 


beyond Uri and the Tribales had retreated,’ 


He also made it clear to Government of India that 
since Maharaja and his Prime Minister were responsible for the 
massacre of Jammu Muslims, both of them should quit the Office 
of the Administration was to go on smoothly. © By March, 1948, 
Mr, Mehar Chand Mahajan - the then Prime Minister of the 
State — was removed and Sheikh Abdullah tookover as Prime 


WA 
Minister of the State ea April, 1948, ? 


The Maharaja of Kashmir, who was persuaded by Sardar 


Patel and Gopal Swami Ayyander — the then Home Minister and 
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the Minister of States of India respectively to abdicate in 
favour of his son in May, 1949, left the State for health 
reasons after entrusting to Yuvraj Karan Singh all power and 
functions in regard to State by pointes him as a recente” 
After Maharaja Hari Singh's exit, Sheikh Abdullah and his 


National Conference became unquestioned political power in 


the State. 


Soon after assuming powers, the National Conference 
leadership started accusing the Dogras of Jammu for 
massacring their Muslims brotherns in Kathua, Udhampur, Riasi 
and Jammu in 1947 without expressing even a word in the 
sympathy of Hindus massacred in Mirpur, Bhimber, Rajouri, Kotli 


and other places during that period, 


In October, 1948 Pt. Nehru in a public speech at 
Lal Chowk, Srinagar, reaffirmed “that they only purpose for 
which the Indian army had entered the State was to clear 
it of the raiders and that it was India's cardinal policy that 
the people of State should decide through an impartial 


plebiscite whether they wanted to accede to India or Pakistan, || 


lo) After getting power, the National Conference Government 
bead by Sheikh Abdullah, however, started the process of 
fulfilling its politico-socio-economic commitments made to the 
people of the State during its freedom-struggle as well as 
incorporated in the Naya Kashmir programme of the party also, 


As a tesut the popular Government enacted the most desirable 


(E 
s. RM, A : A 
and progressive politio-socio-economic reforms viz, Grant of 
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Fixity of Tennure to the Tenants in respect of Tenancy 
Holdings; Fixation of the Maximum Rent payable by the 

Tenants to their Landlords; providing for 9ummary 

Reinstatement of the Tenantes, who had been wrongly ejected, 
Restitution of Mortgaged properties; Belief to the Distrust 
Debtors, Abolition of Jagirs, Muaffies and Mukararies, the 

Big Landed Estates Abolition Act, 1950 etc, etc. All these 
measures had hit hard the economic interests of Hindus of 

Jammu and adversely effected the economy of Jammu region, which 
further aggrevated the hatéred between Dogras of Jammu and 


Kashmir Nationalists of the valley. 


Moreover, the open and repe ated condemnation of the 
Dogra Hindu rule and its rulers in the State, with whom the 
Dogras of Jammu had sentimental attachments, even after the 
establishment of popular Government by the National Conference 
leadership, not only hardened distrust of Jammu masses ageinst 
them but also caused growing resentment in Jammu, In addition, 
the masses of Jammu complained the step-motherly treatment to 
their region in matter of economic development and deliberate 
denial of sharing of political owes The politics of the 
State then begen to experience a new dimention — the politics of 
autonomy versus complete integration. The desire of the 
people of J & K OE an autonomous State had figured in Kashmir 
politic long before the State acceded to India in 1947, That 
was why the Maharaja of Kashmir said to have surrendered only 
Defence, Foreign Affairs and A Ae the Government 


of India and in rest of the spheres he choesed to be xkex free 


Urwn Ade 


and independent. This kind of accession is called 'tinked 
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accession! and it was endorsed by its people through their 
recognised leaders. The Muslims who could oppose it had 
been led to believe that there was a bright, glorious, 
progperous, promising and safe future for them in going with 


moe 


On April 14, 1949, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was, 
however, reported to have given an interview to Michael Pavidson 
and Ward Prince opting for an independent Kashmir as the best 
solution of the Kashmir problem, He demanded an immedi ate 
withdrawal of the officers who had so informed the Central 
Government. Pt, Nehru then deputed Mr. B,M, Malik - Asstt. 
Director of Indian Intelligence - for an enquiry while 
rejecting the views of those who charged Sheikh Abdullah of 
having supported the ir p e to India due to the pressure 
brought upon him by fepe etes and not by his sincerity, 
Mr, Mullik reported to Pt, Nehru that "the accession to India 
was not a fortuitous decision brought about by the fear caused 
by the unprovocked invasion of the territory by pies 
raiders, but was based on ideological grounds; and so when 
India was partitioned and Kashmir had to choose between India 
and Pakistan, Shei kh Abdullah would have chogsen India, while 
1 Status for the valley. 14 


insisting on a 


4 


Sheikh Abdullah, in order to remove the fear of life, 
honour, property and the sence of insecurity about the future 
of Muslims of the State and to ensure future security and 
protection to his co-religionists, publically voiced for 


YA, . 
limited accession of State to India. The National Conference 
^ 
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leadership was of the view that "The freedom-loving people of 
Kashmir joined India on the condition that the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir must have a special status and the fullest 

autonomy so that the Muslim majority in the State may feel 
assured that Hindu dominated India was not going to interfere 
vivunt utem teen MENT O AN có ia 
the world and to his own nationm in a broadcast on November 2, 
1947 that the fate of Kashmir was x»X ultimately to be decided kh 


Il 16 
by the people of the State, 


Moregver, in order to give clean administration which 
enjoyed people's confidence, Sheikh Abdullah started pruning 
anti-national elements from the State administration, All 
this necessitated the charges in the State administrative 
set-up. The transfers of eeii als from one place and 
position to the otherą and placing men of confidence at 
strategic position. All these matters were vehemently 
opposed by the Hindus population of deese Besides, Sheikh 
Abdullah, in a public speech on Martyers Day in Srinagar, once 
again reiterated the people's right of self-determination, He 
added, "Kashmiris only will decide about Kashmir. Self- 
determination is the motto of democracy. We regret that 
Kashmiri people are not given opportunity for self-determina- 


2) 
Abin Oe 


Hence, Sheikh Abdullah's repeated accusation of 
Dogras of Jammu for massacring Jammu Muslims, his enti—Dogra 
bias; condemning Dogra ruler as alien in the Valley during 


freedom struggle, Quit Kashmir Movement of 1946, which Dogras 
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of Jammu viewed as an attempt to eliminate their influence from 
Kashmir, his relertless advocacy for the principle of self 
determination for Kashmiris and etca etc. made National 
Conference not only a suspect in the eyes of Jammu Hindu who 
would have liked Jammu rule Kashmir rather than Mice-verseax but 
further aggrevated the hat éred between Dogras of Jammu and 
Kashmiri Nationalists of the Valley. All the anti-Jammu policies 
of the National Conference were vehemently criticised by the 
Hindus population of Jammu. In the absence of a powerful Hindu 
ruler and in search of security against the majority community 
of the State, the people of Jammu region, decided to organise 
themselves to fight for their own rights and to safeguard their 
interest - Fconomic and political. 
f 
in short, the strain and stresses of fast moving 
political events in 1947 and just after, the shift of political 
power from Jammu to valley, a reaction to the aggressive trends 
uAluen alom 
in the local maturialism in Kashmir, a protest of a region which 
felt politically ignored and condemned not only hardened dist rust 
of Jammu masses against Kashmiri Nationalists and caused growing 


resentment in Jammu but also gave rise to 2 popular movement in 


A 


Jammu region. Dogra nationalists of Jammu, believing their 
greater security to be within Indian Union, demanded full 
integration of Jammu and Kashmir State with india. Thus, 
result of rise of regional nationalism in Jammu, a regional and a 


largely Hindu dominated political party - the All Jammu and Kashm: 


pipa 
Praja Parishad - came into being in November 1947 on ess 


base with the objective to develop political consciousness 


among the people of Jammu and also to safeguard their regional 


interests against the onslaught of Sheikh Abdullah and chaovnist;. 
222800 > 
attitude of his partye Professor Balraj Modhok, who was born 
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in 1920 at Skardu in the Ladakh division of the State, taught at 
the Srinagar Dayanand SONA, Vedic College, joined the R.S 
as a youngman, a rallying feint for ReS.S. activities during 
fighting between India and Pakistan in 1947, was an instrument 
5 : 21 A : 
in founding the party. He became its first general Secretary 
and Hari Wazir was its first President. Wazir was succeeded by 
Lala Rupchand Nanda. His successor was Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, 
who was born in Jammu in 1883, prematurely retired from State 
service, se ee of the peice Sabha - the first State 

Do. Sam: E Cha Qo le 
Legislature - Sarghas alak of the ReS.S. in the Sta 
A^ Lb 29 
time of its formation until it was banned in 19487 


te from the 
and continued t 


to be its President until it merged with Jana Sangh. 


Although the R.S.S. constituted the backhone of the 
party, yet prominent leaders representing different sections of 
society also ym formed its support base. The party also got 
Support from the expropriated landlords, who had lost their big- 
land estates without compensation and other communities of Jammu 
region who P. y the National Conference as anti-Dogra and 


anti-Maharaja.^ 


There were then two main sections in the party. 
One section serving the cause of nationalism consisted of Roop 
Lal Nanda, Shiv Ram, Chatru Ram Dogra, Hari Wazir, Shri Bachan 
Singh Panchi, Sheikh Abdul Rehman, Madan Lal, Hakikat Singh, 
Dhanwanter Singh etc. The other serving the cause of Hinduism 
were Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, Rishi Kumar Kaushal, Shri Bhagwat 
Swaroop, Th. Baldev Singh, Dr. O.P. Mengi, Milkhi Ran, Durga Dass 
Verma, Balraj Madhok, Dr Ved Parkash Gupte, Sham Lal Sharma ena 
The party believed in the ideology of Akand Bharat and 


Supported a strong unitary state of India. It regarded that the 


Instrument of Accession signed by the Maharaja of Jammu and kashmir 
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and Governor e£ General of India A way back in October, 1947 was 
2g 


final, complete, legally valid and beyond question. 22 The party, 
Was 

therefore, of the view that kashmir in its entirety belonged to 
a € 


India ana there was no question of a plebisgite in the State and 
the only matter remained to be settled was the full and complete 
evacuation of Pakistan from the area illegally occupied by her. 
E 3 Ae de lues i 
While seeking security in the relaxation of tne Manaraja as a 
constitutional head of the State, the party outrightly rejected 
the limited accession of the State wih Indian dominion. The 
party then outrightly rejected the adoption of Article 370 of the 
Constitutional of India, which conferred a Special status on the 
state and granted permission to the State to have its own 
constitution. The party demanded the application of the 
Constitution of India on the State in its entirety. It, therefore, 
sponsored a cpinpaign for abrogation 0f Article 370 of the Indian 
Constitution bends that the erosion of the Special Status to 
the State would eventually lead to the transfer of power from 
Srinagar to Delhi which would reduce the former's capacity to 


dominate over Jammu. 


The All Jammu ang Kashmir Praja Parishad, thus, became not 
Only the Principal opposition party of Jammu region, the local 
instrument of its protest but also a party to Spearhead the 


integrationist movement at the regional level. 


Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was totally against the full 
application of the India Constitution en Jammu and Kashmir. In 


3) 
order to counter the All J & K Praja Parishad he declareg o 


"If there is no special Status for Kashmir in Indian 


Constitution, how can we go to muslims in Kashmir and 
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convince them that India does not interefer in the 
internal affairs of Kashmir.... We have acceded to 
India in regard to defence, foreign affairs and 
communications and not in respect of other subjects 
f kome. 3 

because we wanted ome kind of autonomy Lor ourselves 


^ 
in internal matters." 


When the Security Council of United Nations organisation, 
to whom the question of Pakistan's aggression on Kashmir was 
referred, found itself incapable of arriving at a decision in 
the near future, the people of the State were left to themselí/CÀ 
to find ways and means to put an end to the agony and uncertainty kE 
to which they were then placed. Even Sir Owen Dixion's report was 
against the very objective on which the people of J & K State 
reposed faith in U.N.O. thus, in order to put an end the State 
of uncertanity, wait and see, frustration and agony and fully 
recognising the right of self determination of the people of the 
State, the General Council of the All J & K National Conference 
issued a mandate to the Supreme National Executive of the party 
on Uctober 27, 1950 to convene the Constituent Assembly based 
upon adult suffrage and embracing all section of the people and 
all constituents of the State for tne purpose of determining the 


SS RN) 
future shape and affiliations of the State of J € Ko 


The Ali J & K Praja Parishad and the All J & K Sahayak 
cM ined 
Sabha exritises and condemned such a move when all the political 
parties of the State had already given a unanimous verdit for its 


accession to Indian Union. They regarded it another move for an 


e PAEZ 
'Independent Reshmir e 


On the otner hand, in order to prove the plebiscite in 
A A. : 
Kashmir reclundent in the light of democratic set up, Govt. of 
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India too agreed with the All J & & National Coníerence to 
convene its Constituent assembly for framing its own Constitution 
A 
which was thought to be the first important landmark towards 
making Jammu & Kashmir an autonomous State. It was also in 
consonance with the programme of Naya Kashmir t£ which the 
National Conference was committed to see: 
The Working Committee of the All J & K Praja Parishad 
unanimously passed a resolution O. March 10, 1951 praying the 
de civ) 
Govt. of India to delete Article 370 Lal the Constitution of 
India and requested the Government of Jammu and Kashmir to 


^ 
D 
a was 
recomnend its deletion. The Parishad leaders also demonstrated it 


^ 
by organising protests, hartals ana public meetings that they 
were not at the back of this sinister move of separation of the 
State from Indian Union ratner they openly osse d tee 
Meanwhile Yuvraj Karan Singh, the Regent of Jammu and 
Kashmir State and the son of His Highness Hari Singh - the last 
Dogra Maharaja - issued a proclamation for the convening of the 
Cons Aw ex | E oe fu dec M 
constitute Assembly on April 30, 1951. The Ali J € K Praja 
Parishad, which had previously criticised the convening of 
Constituent Assembly to draft a separate constitution for the 
State, at its working Commit tee meeting on May 8, 1951 decided 
to contest the election and demanded representation in 
Delimitation Committee, which was consisted of Mr. Justice Meño 
Shahmiri ~ a Judge of the J & h High Court - and four other 
members Of the rank of Dy. Commissioners from COVE Department. 
Soon after its leadership charged the National Conference and its 
Government of malafide tactics, number Of irregularities and 


BT 
dubious methods in Jammu elections. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, the 
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President of the party in a press release at Delhi on October 
6, 1951 mentioned the following melafide tactics used by the 


Government i= 


i) Not holding elections in the provinces Of Kashmir and 


Jammu simultaneously; 


ii) Irregular Delimitation; 

iii) No general seat in three constituencies; 

iv) Out of the way polling stations; 

v) 41 out of 65 nominations of Praja Parishad candidates 


being rejected on the most flimsy grounds; 


vi) Favour towards the National Conference candidates; and 


vii) official interference "33 


He also met Mr. Gopala Swami Ayyanger, the then 
Minister of States, and reported about allthese irregularities 
he 
34, 


and made following suggestion 
4 


i) To hold an independent, judicial inquiry into the 
rejection of the nomination papers of the Praja 
Parishad candidates in ali the 27 constituencies from 


where it had originally put up its candidates; 
/ 
ii) To appointes some Supreme Court Judge$ to conduct the 


elections in Jammu, to assure pxejskk perfect twpaxrkiaxiky 


impartiality; and 


iii) To prevent GOvernment sebvants from working for 


candidates oí any party in the State. 
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The General Secretary of All J 8 K Praja Parishad in a 
letter to State Election Commission dated December 5, 1951 made 
the similar couplaints.?? The party's working Committee met on 
september, 1951 in Jammu and adopted a resolution, giving an 
ultimatum to the Government to set rignt the deliberate 
rejections of Party's candidates uptil september 27, 1951 moon, 
faiiing wnich it might go to the extent of boycotting tne 
elections. * Mo party ultimately in a telegram to Prime 
Minister of India on October 12, 1951 boycotted the election under 
protest. The enc ene Assembly, therefore, consisting of 75 


National conference nominees as its members. 


Meanwhile a fewxax Pro-parishad students staged a 
demonstration and registered a protest against the hosting khe 
National Conferences flag in a function held +a G.GoM. Science 
College on January 5, 1552237 This led the arrest of Pt. Prem 
Nath Dogra and Other parishad leaders. The Head ¿ama iat tannin 
Kushak Bakula said..... "Kashmir valley might in case of a U.N. 
plebiscite, choose to opt for Pakistan. In that case... there 
can be no question of Ladakh being dragged into Pakistan.... 
Ladakh... would sooner join up-with to os 
suggested.....the break up of the present territories of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir into Kashmir valley, Jammu and Ladakh- 
with the first continuing its present status and the latter two 
Becca to Bharat as directly and fully as any other constituent 
of our federation seems the only way out of the perplexities of 


the people of Jammu and Ladakh. 3? 


On the other hand Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg, the then 
Chairman, of the Basic Principles Committee declared in the 


Kashmir Fonsemoly on March 24, 1952 that the State of Jammu and 


Contd...15 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Kashmir would be an autonomous Republic within the Indian Union, 
with a separate president, Net ion Assembly, Judiciary, Regional 
autonomy and a separate citizenship. ^? Deg's statement was 

aeeply resented not only in Jammu ang Ladakn but throughout India 
and it created serious apprehension about tne credibility of the 
National Conference leadership. Mr. Durga Das Verma, the then 
General Secretary of the Praja Parishad said, "hb nave decided 

to pool ali resources to fight against the dangerous designs of 3 
the party in power which wants to make the State a sovereign 
Republic. ^ 

Mr. N.G. Ayyanger, the then Minister of States of India, 


who visited Jammu in April 1952 to study the situation and to cool 


passions, advised the framer of the State Constitution to be 


practical and not led by shibboleths and theocratic ideas and 
rather display a measure of political wisdom. "2 At hig this 
instance the Parishad leaders were released. As a result the 
National Conference leadership in general and Sheikh Mohammad 

VM e A UN ; ETZ 
Abdullah in particular felt s da central intervention. 

The subsequent political developments, activities and utterances 
of even some of the top National Conference leadership had 

EANK encouraged the disruptive forces to make a fresh attempts to 
disintegrate the State. Sheikh Abdullah was said to be drifting 
away from the rest of India and even Jammu and Ladakh regions. In 
a sensational speech on April 10, 1952 at R.S. Pura Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah, while referring to ‘unrealistic, childish and 


. Mane 


sane" arguments for full application of the Union Constitution 
A 


tothe State, ne said : 
"NO one can deny that the Communal spirit still exists 
in India. Many Kashmiris are apprehensive as to what will 
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happens to them and their position if, for instance, 
something happens to Pt. Nenru....As realists, we 
Kashmiris have to provide for all eventualities. If a 
Special status for kashmir was not granted in Ingian 
Constitution, how can we convince the Muslims in 
kashmir that India does not interfer in the internal 
affairs of Kashmir? We have accedea to India in regard 
to defence, foreign affairs, and communications in 
order to ensure a sort of internal autonomy....lIf our 
right to shape our own destiny is challenged ang if 
there is a resurgence Of comimunalism in India, how are 
we to convince the Muslims Of Kashmir that India does 
not intend to swallow up Kashmir.....Such developments 
might lead to a break in the accession of Kashmir to 


India. 44 


He repeatedly assured nis people in Kashmir that he had 


never surrendered to Muslim communalism of Pakistan and would 


never surrender to Hinau Communalism of India. 


45 


He further said : 


"If Jamau and Ladakh so desire they can integrate with 
India and leave valley free to have a limited 


accession. 


In another speech on April 18, 1952, while addressing a 


mammoth public meeting at Hazratbal, he said that Kashmiris in 


no way were prepared to renounce their cherished ideology in 


furtherance Of which they had affored blood and sweat during the 


two decades. He further added that kashmir had acceded to India 
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in respect of oniy three subjects - Defence, External Affairs 
ana Communications and that they enjoyed complete freedom in their 
internal affairs and had the right to shape their destiny 
according to the wishes of the peoples” In anot her pecah at 
Hazaratbal on April 25, 1952 he, while discussing Indo-Kashmir 
relations, pointed out that the whole world was aware of their 
policy that the Consembly would decide three important issues ~ 
framing of Constitution, the future of the ruling dy na sit y and 
the accession of the State. $ 

These Speeches caused an uproar in some parts Of the 
State and the Indian pres. and the public opinion was also much 
agitated. wWeanwhile the Constituent Assembly unanimously passed 
a resolution adopting a flag for the State replacing the Vogra 
flag on June 7, 1952. It also restricted the use of Union flag 
to formal occasion. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra in a statement said 
that the decision of the Constituent Assembly was narrow sighted 
and ill-conceived and reflected one party's ideology, that solely 
comprised the Kashmir Consembly. He further added that the 
provocative decision of Constituent ASsembly nad caused deep 
resentment throughout and particularly in the province of Jammu. ^? 
On the Other hand an feria report recommending the abolition of 
hereditary monarch and the elected head Of the state was 
presented to tne Consembly by the basic principles committee on 
June 10, 1952°° and it was unanimously adopted on June 12, 19529 
while condemning such decisions the Praja Parishad leaders pointed 
out that the people of Jammu were being made to ery for self- 
determination, and that the will of the Kashmir valley people 


could not be forced on the people living outside 14 2 
In a 22 point Memorandum submitted to the then President 
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of India; Pt. Pren Nath Dogra ~ the President of the All J & K 

Praja Parishad on June 19, 1982/ pointed out tnat recommengat ions 

to make Aashmir as an Autonomous Republic within Indian 

Republic with separate National Assembly, president and 

Judiciary ana subsequent speeches of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 

had made it clear that National Conference wanted a very loose 

relationship and not full accession like other Part 'p* states .°3 

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra then left 4 Delhi to meet Pt. J.L. Nehru to 
. a decem SO 

appraise him the new situation created in the State, A 

compa ign was then started throughout Jammu province to get 5 lacs 

of signature in support of the memorandum »to the President of 


37 
India. 


Shri Amar Kshatriya Prantik Sabha, Jammu also resented 
these decisions and Passed resolutions against them, the copies 
of which were sent to the—Members af Government of 135,4 6 The 
telegrams based upon the resolutions were also sent to the Prime 
Minister of India, Dr Katju, N. Gopalaswamy Ayyanger, Yuvraj 


Wl 
Karan Singh and Other top leaders of political parties of India.?7 


Praja Parishad leadership declared its opposition to 
separate head of the State (i.e. S-I-R), a separate flag for J & K 
State because these would encourage fissiparous temdences, by 
keeping alive a feeling of separatism which would aiiis future 
safety and Security of India. The party, therefore, considered fih 
essential that the State should be brought fully unger the 
Constitution of India.  'Ek Desh Mein do Vidhan - In one country kk 
two constitutions; Ek Desh Mein Do Nishan - In one country two 
flags; Ek Desh Mein Do Pradhan - In one country two Presidents 
Nahin Challengay Nahin Challengay = will not be tolerated... m 


8! 58 
became the battle cry of the party. 
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The State Constituent Assembly, however, could not get 


Law (Catan 
the satisfaction : of the accession which Sheikh Abdullah thought w 


was impolitic and inexpedient....without getting a prior 
reciprocal approval for the State's special status within the 
Indian Union which he felt was necessary to ensure the safety, 


: : Vr mE ARTIE UNO, 
security and well being of its Muslim Wajority. 


In order to resolve the differences between the Centre 
and the State an official deputation of Kashmiri leaders was 
summoned by Centre on June 12, 1952 which arrived on June 17, 
1952 and held a series of discussions with the Government in 
order to resolve the constitutional dead lock. Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah also joined them on July 174: * 1952: Preliminary 
discussions were held from 12 to 20 June, 1952, between the 
Government of India and Kashmiri delegation headed by Mr. M.A, 
Beg» A further discussion took place between Pt. Nehru and 
Sheikh Abdullah from July 16 to July 27, 1952. All this 
resulted in Delhi Agreement, 1952,99 


This agreement India agreed and reiterated its solemn 
pledge to give the State a special status in its constitution. 
This would guarantee complete internal autonomy to the State. 

The hereditary ruler was to be replaced by an elected head of the 
State. The fundamental rights incorporated in the Indian 
Constitution were to be applied to the State, subject to the 
provision that they would not disturb the programme of land 
reforms. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was to be limited, 
as regards the State, to inter-state disputes, fundamental rights 


and to matters of defence, foreign affairs ang communications. 


) 


The Union Government agreed to the State's retaining its own flag, ' 


but insisted that the supremacy of the National flag should be 
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recognised. The power to reprieve or commute death sentences 


would belong to the President of India.Ól 


The Praja Parishad was of the view that Nehru-Sheikh 
Accord (Delhi Agreement of ur was another sd e the 
alter Of communal inst ransiggnce and separatigm of Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah, a fraud on Indian people and an E pe 
Indian Constitution. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra declared that) Parishad 


would launch a satyagrah if the Agreement was enforceq.? 


On the other hand the inhabitants of Doda district too 
being much agitated and emphasized that as they had peculiar 
local problems and historically, geographically and culturally 
were Quite different from their neighbouring unit, they could not 
in any way be attached with the cultural unit of Jammu. While 
stressing that they must be given the status of a separate 
cultural unit, they demanded the State to be divided into as many 
as five culturel units - Kashmir, Jammu, Poonch, Rajoüri, Ladakh, 
and Doda - in the future constitutional set-up of the State. 

Each such unit legally having equal status would enjoy autonomy 
in the conduct of their internal affairs including maintenance of 


PS E ET 63 
law and order within their own limits. 


There was a deep resentment in Ladakh also and events had 
taken somewhat similar turn as in Jammu.  Kushak Bakula, the heag 
Lama, voiced the feelings of the people of Ladakh when he 
declared that in the event of Kashmir drifting away from India 
the Ladakhis would break their connection with the State and merge 


with the Indian Union.$? 


On the other hand the valley too was not calm. An 


opposition group Awami Conference under the leadership of Kh. Umar , 
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Bhat was allowed to come into existence within the ranks of 
National Conference. Pro-Pak elements were also encouraged by 
happenings in Jammu and they demanded secession. The Nationalist j 
group demanded maximum autonomy for the State. Regional 
sentiment helped to fragment popular discontent and regional 


tension brought the regional cordiality to an eid a 


Criticising the Agreement in the Parliament Dr Shyama 
Prasad Mukerjee advocated Kashmir's complete integeretion with 


India or alternatively self-determination for Jammu and Lada kh . 99 


Neither the Government of J & K nor the Government of 
India paid any heed to the Fraja Parishad demands .On the Other 
hand Sheikh Abdullah at once gave effect to those provisions 
of Agreement of 1952 which symbolised the separation of the State 
from India. But no further action was taken by the State 
Government with regard to its other provisions particularly the 
transfer of Centrol kof the State telegraph and telephone 
departments to centre financial integration, application of 
fundamental rights, extension of jurisdiction of Supreme Court 
of India to the State. Sheikh Abdullah was, therefore, accused 
Of ignoring those provisions of agreement which confirmed 


^ 


ehm ite ties with India? 


a. 


The people of Jammu had! number of grievances against the 
A 


then State Government. These were as unde?” :- 
1) The Prime Minister of Kashmir, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
was an absolute stranger, a communal valley based leader 


who had "failed to win the confidence of the people of 


Jammu." 


2) He (the Sheikh) wielded unrestricted powers with 
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3) 


4) 


5) 


7) 


4 


arrogance and that his administration was reflection of 
administrative corruption and political high-handedness 


which "began to percolate outside the State." 


The special status given to Jammu and Kashmir State under 
Article 370 of the Indian Constitution kept under 
temporary provision was not acceptable to the Sheikh 
without giving the Article a permanent place in the said 
Constitution. But it was not accepted in the light of 
the fact of the limited accession of the State. Article 
became an anathema to the Hindus of Jammu who began to 


seek its abrogation from its very birth. 


The Jammu Hindus also charged the people's Government 
with the allegation that the money flooded into the 
State from the Centre was utilized in the development 


of the valley and very little was spent in Jammu. 


His demand for Independent Kashmir was also a reaction 


to growing Hindu chauvinism in India and Jammu. 


Sheikh Abdullah was characterised as a rapid communi st 


even by Nehrue 


"Communism was a disease with him and he would never 
get rid of it, and his entire outlook and behaviour 
was based on the fact that Kashmir valley had a “Muslim 


majority." 


Valley based leadership had always remained a frog in 
the well with its narrow local nationalistic outlook. 
It could not extend its influence to other parts of the 


State. It had generated regionalism in all the three 
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units of the State, Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh and as 
such it failed to democratise the political structure 
of the State, safeguards the rights of the people 

"x $ 


^ i z j P me Uma rk is 4 s nat 4 a 07 
herein as well as ensuring impartial administration Ot 
J 


= le de 


justice and guarantee them some sort of autonomy. 


By the New Kashmir Plan of planned economy, the people 
of Jammu and the hesnmiri Pandits were "the hardest- 
hit materially as well as psychologically by Sheikh 


Abdullah's Plan." 


Under New Kashmir scheme of abolition of landlordism by 
giving land to tillers and of forming cooperative 
associations, the Sheikh's Government first abolished 
the landlordism in April 1948. On July 13, 1950 the 
Government introduced land reforms in the entire State. 
The abolition of Big Landed Estates Act, 1950 made 
individual holding of more than 182 kanals illegal. The 
landlord was not allowed to keep more than 160 kanals of 
agriculture land, 8 kanals of land for vegetable gardens, 
A kanals on residential site and 10 kanals of orchards. 
The rest of the land was to be transferred to the actual 
tiller with propriet gry rights. The abolition of the 


landlordism was done without compensation. 


The main complaint of the minorities was that majority 
of the landlords and the Sahukars were Hindus to whom no 
compensation was paid. Besides, when the law was put to 
operation, it was found that most of the distributable 
land had already been allotjed to non=deserving people. 


Thus one of the reasons for resentment among the Hindus 
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against the Government was the abolition of landlordism done with 


the spirit of communalism, 


10) It was also said that in spite of the generous flow of 


money into the State from the Government of India, the 
State had not been registering an advo, ce in its 
economic growth with the result that due to constant 
strains and pressures, the Government found itself 
incapable of tackling issues, Its net result was 


discontent and crisis, 


11) The Jammu people, it has been said, were deprived 
politically and economically. They were denied their 
due share either in the power structure or in the 
economic reforms, As a deprived section, all the 
Hindus were concentrated in Jammu province which became 1 
the centre of protest, 

12) The demand for plebiscite vbiced by the Sheikh in his 
public speaches, as promised by the Government of India 
and according to the United Nations’ Resolution, was 
feared by the PIE in Jammu E Ladakh, dus epi. 
idea of plebiscite hang like ne sword of demecles over 
their heads, They feared TS "ic plebiscite, if 
allowed, would be in favour of Pakistan which they woulc 
at no cost agree to accept. The transfer of power from 
Jammu based Dogra House to the Valley based National 
Conference, headed by te Sheikh, and his majority of 
coreligionists through democratically constituted could 


never be tolerated by the Hindus of Jammu Province who 


used to be always loyal to their ruler. They saw in 
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the new shift a reversed regional power imbalance 
} 
which generated in them a psychological vaceum to be 


filed only when the Sheikh could be removed. 


13) The above factors were the root cause of the turmoil 
which distrubed the Jammu Province from the very | 
beginning since in the parliamentary democracy, the 
rule of the majority prevails. It naturally went in 
favour of the Muslim majority population of the State 
which the Hindus had been fearing from the very 
beginning of the freedom struggle. In order to regain 
their erstwhile position now under the patronage and 
with the support of Hindus, India and also the Central 
Government, the Jammu people began, on Xkw one or the 
other pretext, to protest against what they called the 
Muslim dominance and tyranny. For this purpose they 
adopéed the course of Hindu Chauvinism in the State, 
They, in fact, generated the regionalism in the State, 
The State after 1947 was faced with regional tensions 
which was the cause of secessionism in the Val ley. 
Both these trends, the Hindu chauvinism and the Muslim 
sentiments which manifested "mutual adjustment" and 
form a process of commulative chain reactions, 

In his interview toDavidson, the Sheikh advocated for 
an Independent Kashmir. "And, thanks to our Prime 
Minister, the Constituent Assembly, has already made 
Kashmir Independent through Article 370, which gives 


all powers regarding the State of Jammu and Kashmir to 


ur 


the Constituent Assembly of the State and the present 
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Cabinet and the President of Indian Republic will have 


no powers at all." 


15) The Shekkh had declared July 13 as the offtcial 
"Martyrs Day" all over the State, which the Hindus 
could never accept as such because for them "the 
Mohammadan agitation in Kashmir could not have 
flourished in the State and there would have been no 
Muslim Conference which was later named the "National 
Conference", led by Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, who 
continues to be even today the Communist leader that 


he was in July, 1931," 


16) The condition of the minorities in Kashmir was so 
better, if not worse, than that in Pakistan; only the 


Á ‘ 
methods employed were much more minister. 


17) The minority community had been deprived of all their 
professions or jobs or sources of income under one 
pretext or the other and everything was done in the 


name of New Kashmir, 


18) As regards the Government services, the Sheikh's 
administration had totally changed the cri tbeion of 
merit and efficiency required for the appointment and 
new promotions and appointments had been made 


Q 
indiscriminately without any cri térion, 


19) As regards the land, the share of landlords in the 
produce had been reduced from one half to one-fourth. 
But this too was not allowed to be given to landlords 
of the minority community by National Conference 
workers. Even those Hindu landlords who used to 
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cultivate their lands themselves were no longer 


allowed to do it, Many fruit gardens belonging to 


minority community were brought to the ground. This 


led a large pooulation to starvation and then to death. 


As regards trade, since most of the important 


commodities had been converted into State monopolies 


and under control and those few things that were not 


under control could be freely imported to Jammu from 


where under system of priorities the members of the 


majority community could have permits very easily and 


only those Hindus could get permits who- became a 


party to machinations of those who ran the entire 


supplies and transport departments. 


Also under the 


system of nationalised transport only those Hindus 


could get their goods transported who could manage 


things with powers that be, 


In this context the All J & K Praja Bari shad had, 


Ho 


however, adoptea[ following eight-point programme for the 


acceptance otherwise they were to perform satyagrah©® $= 


lo 


2. 


Full integration of the State into the Indian Union; 


If there was to be a limited accession of Kashmir 


then Jammu and Ladakh should be permitted to integrate 


fully; 


The Indian Constitution to be applied to the State in 


full; 


the Supreme Court of India to have a full juriddiction: 
A 


4 


The Constituent Assembly to be re-elected in fair 
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election; 

6. lhe custom barriers between Kashmir and India to be 
eliminated; 

Te Kashmir to adhere to the same 'The State, Central and 
concurrent lists of subjects as the other Indian States; 
and 

8. The charges of curruption against the State regime to 


be investigated by an impartial Tribunal." 


Pt, Prem Nath Dogra and Dr S,P, Mukerjee met at 
Jullunder during Punjab Jana Sangh session on November 8, 1952 
and discussed the plan for the Satyagrah. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra 
and Pt, Sham Lal Sharma were, however, arrested on November 21, 


1952 and the agitation started with following demands ?? z- 


(a) To settle the issue of accession one for all without 


further leaving it to uncertain future; 


(b) To make it certain as to when the Pak-held Kashmir was 
liberated; 
(c) "uo clearly and categorically set the consti tutional 


relationship between the State and the Centre with a 
view to Sane ave oneness of India at all costs and, 
as such, the right of citizenship, jurisdiction of 
Supreme Court and of the functions of High Court, 
power of the President, National Planning and 


financial integration are give a final shape in the 


relationships; and 
(d) To investigate by appointing an impartial commission 
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the grievances of the people of Jammu regarding their 
economic advancement, employment, rehabilitation, 


division of boarder districts on communal lines," 


Satyagrah was organised on the issues that Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah minimised the State in the name of 
secularism, that there was utilitarianism in the name of 
democracy; that Civil liberties had been crushed; that efforts 
were being made for iiri independent Kashmir; that Delhi 
was a betrayal and that situation was developing into such a 
direction as would elevate the State to the status of a 
sovereign State, with its independence guaranteed by the 
people's Republic of China and the USSR, besides India and 
perystans The other issues raised up against Sheikh Abduhhah 
related to the gerimendering of Hindu majority areas for 
election purposes; making urdu compulsory subject for all, 
distribution of key posts among Muslims and sacrificing the 


interests of non-Muslims. The Sheikh Abdullah was, therefore, 


charged with anti-national tendencies, taking away Kashmir from 
ia A Even one of his cabinet Ministers Sham Lal Saraft was 
"ug ein to oppose Sheikh Abdullah for his making highly 
inflamable public speeches and for authoritarian attitude in 
the SES He resigned from the Cabinet saying that "I hold 
my post as a trust from the people, especially the minority 
communities, to which I happen to belong, and it becomes my 


duty not to betray this trust at a moment of cra E 


The movement soon assumed, serious proportions and 
its repercussions were felt outside the State also. Anti- 
Kashmir feelings in Jammu developed entis aS overtones, 
while anti-Jammu reactions in the valley tented to become 
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anti-Hindu and hostile to rest of the country. By December, 
1952, the whole of Jammu es ae was ablaze. The agitation had 
assumed tnto formidable dèmen fions. The agitators were met with 
arrests and punish-ments, the Praja parishad had full moral 

and material sympathy and support from Hindus all over the 
country. It had unflinching support of national parties like 
Jana Sangh, Ram Rajya Parishad, Hindu Maha Sabha and Akali Dal, 
The leaders of these parties even courted arrests in support of 
Praja Parishad's protest in Janm > The Kashmir Nationalists 
and autonomists were of the view that the Praja Parishad 
agitation was basically an emotionally oriented disgruntlement 
against the valley based leadership in the State. They pointed 
out that from the very beginning of their freedom struggle, the 
Kashmiri leaders had never received an open minded and 

voluntary offered hand of Nees from the Jammu Hindus. 

The Jammu Hindu mind was ebserved with the fear of Muslim 
majority in the event of Dogra rule was over. This obsession 
had never permitted them to accept the realities of time. They 
could not tolerate to see State Government headed by Sheikh 
Abdullah whom they considered the archenemy of the Dogra ruler, 
The Parishad agitation was, therefore, essentially anti-Kashmi ri 
anti-Muslim and anti-autonomous in its nature, character, aims 
and 5S eO The Kashmiri leadership said that the 
egitation was politically a regionally oriented aspiration for 
the attainment of an identity separate and distinct from that M 
Kashmiri identity, and at the same time, not having any 
appreciation for composite nationalism, a characteristic 

feature of India secular polity, They es that the 

separatist objective of the agitation was evident in its 


\ 
declaration to put an end to Sheikh Abdullah and other workers 
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of the National Conference. M shall sack their blood. We 
will root out this Government and send them to Kashmir. We do 
not like this Raj./? Dr S.P. Mukerji, the then President of 
Bhartiya Jana Sangh, tora int a long correspondence with 


Pt, Nehru and Sheikh Mohammad Abdulldh but mothing substantial 


Came out, 


It was during these days that Dr S,P, Mukerjee was 
authorised by his Jana Sangh Party either to seek SRS HS of 
the grievances of the Jammu people or to launch a Satyagrah in 


India in support of the Praja Parishad agitation, ^? 


In his presidential address at the Kanpur session of th! 


Jana Sangh Dr S,P, Mukerjee seid : 


unc 
ne We are often told that if there is any Mendue 


pressure for the application of the Indian Constitution to Jammu. 
and Kashmir, the Muslim of Kashmir valley may break away from 
India this TECH totally unintelligible. If our 
constitution had been so devised as to make Muslims feel nervous 
about their future fate or about possibility of thei r receiving 
equal treatment, one could have understood the force of the 
argument, When, however, that is not so, what can possibly be 
the ground for this hesitation?.... Let me repeat and state 
categorically that I do not want Jammu and Kashmir to be 
partitioned, But if Sheikh Abdullah is adament, Jammu and 
Ladakh must not be sacrified but Kashmir Valley may be a 
separate State within Indian Union receiving all the necessary 
subvention and being treated constitutionally in such a manner 


as Sheikh Abdullah and his advisors may wish Fora NM 
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Finally, Ur S,P, Mukerjee in his letter to Pt, Nehru 
on February 17, 1953, which he had written to him in reply of 4t 
letter dated February 15, 1953, offered the following 10 point 
formula’® for his consideration as first step for the 


withdrawal of Parishad agitation :- 


u . a 
Us The movement is withdrawn, 


2, Order for the release of Prisoners is given and there 


will be no victimisation. 


3. You and Sheikh Abdullah call a conference, say, after 
a fortnight where all political and constitutional 


matters are discussed with an open mind, 


4, Both parties reiterate that the unity of the State of 
J & K will be maintained and that the principle of 
autonomy will apply to the province of Jammu as a whole : 


and of course also to Ladakh and Kashmir valley. 


De The new constitution to come into force as soon as 
possible and elections to take place within, say, six 


months, 


6. Question of flag is to be clarified and Indi & flag 
should be in ne ORE just as in done in all other 


parts of India. 


To Implementation of the July agreement will be made at 


the next session of J & K Sunsxkxuxkun Constituent 


Assembly after the issues left vague have been properly 
> 
Clarified, In respect of fundamental rights, 

citizenship, supreme court, president's powers, 


financial integration, conduct of elections, 
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provisions of the Indian Constitution will apply. 
Exception, however, may be made with regard to 


conditions for acquisition of land. 


8, The terms of reference of the commission of enquiry 
will be widened and all grievances will be examined 


DV. 


9, The Commission now includes 4 persons, Chief Justice, 
Accountant General, Chief Conservator of Forests and 
Revenue Commissioner, The last three gentlemen are 
administrative officers under J & K State and they can 
hardly inspire confidence. The Commission should be 
reconstituted with 2 judges from India and the Chief 
Justice of J € K so that its imparti all lity and 


representative characters may not be questioned, 


10, Regarding finality of accession and other political 
matters, the Conference will consider these points from 
every aspect and agreement sought to be reached which 
will be di the best interest of India including J & K," 

Pt, Nehru, however, did not respond to Mukerjee's 
ee to withdraw the agitation. The Parishad agitation was 
growing in its intensity. There was a danger of the movement 
erupting into violence. In order to prevent it Dr SPD 

Mukerjee deputed Mr, Trived and [Deshpanda to Jammu to exert thei 

influence to prevent this. But they were refused permission 

to enter Jammu and Kashmir.  Mookerjee, therefore, decided to go 

to Jammu himself without applying for a permit, He pointed out 


"Mr, Nehru has sepeatedly declared that the accession of the 


State of Jammu and Kashmir has been hundred pee complete, 
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-: 3B, :- 


Yet it is strange to find that one cannot enter the State 
without a previous permit from the Government of India. The E 
permit is even granted to communists who are playing their 
usual role in Jammu and Kashmir, but entry is barred to those 
who think or act in terms of Indian Unity and nationhood, I 
do not think that the Government of India is entitled to 
prevent entry into any part of the Indian Union which, according 
to Mre Nehru himself, includes Jammu & Kashmir of course, if 
anyone violates the law after entering any State, he will have 


to face the Concequences." 


Dr S,P, Mukerjee,alongwith U.M., Trivedi the then M.P. 2 
and Vaid Guru Dutt left Delhi for Jammu on May 8, 1953, On May 
10, 1953 when they were passing through Punjab enroute to Jammu 


Mukerjee received a message from Sheikh Abdullah saying his 


visit to Jammu would be inopportune. Nonetheless they proceeded 
and the moment they crossed the Ravi River at Madhopur at 4 p.m, 
on May 11, 1953 they were assested under public Safety Act and 
Mukerjee placed under house arrest at Singer? His arrest 

had added fuel to the fire. The agitation took such a serious 
turn that it almost paralysed the entire State apparatus. 

Almost every part of Jammu region, from city to was 
virbrant with mass upsurge. Chamb, R.S., Pura, Sunderbani, 
Samba, Akhnoor, Jourian, Kishtwar, Hiranagar, Udhampur, Basohli, 
Reasi etc. were places where people were killed and injured by 
firing. Lathi Charges on processions had become a normal 


feature of al 


Since the agitation had attracted popular 
support of almost all non-Muslims from every part of India, it 
had shattered the Sheikh's faith in Indian secularism, He 


advised the people of Kashmir not to get upset over the 
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agitation of the reactionary communal forces in Jammu. He T 
e 


said $ 


“We faced and weathered many storms and were success be 
and we shall weather this storm as well. When the a gris. 
people of Kashmir had met the challenge of the Muslim the 
League and Muslim National Guards, they would not be: 
afraid of the challenge of the Praja Parishad and otho 
communalists, who were really the "Muslim National ry 


Guards! in Hindu Garb." to 


\ In his public speechs Sheikh Abdullah warned India of / 
mmunalism was permitted to 


lave consequences bf the Hindu co 


htinee its virus against Muslims, This attitude of Sheikh 


Vedtsicsmceranbons Abdullah was not liked by the Indian leaders. 


PelMaul ana Abul Kalam Azad was sent to Kashmir to persuade ^ 


ot to take the 


by $ be moderate in his critisam of Hindus and n 
e 


10 


\ 


\ 
to k to the extereme, °° 


og Ts 
\ Mukerjee fell ill shortly after his arrival at 
agree\ 
i¡ncustody. He complained of pain in his right leg in w 
the “A 
1953. He developed a fever and chest pain which was 
rights. -A 
A dry pleurisy' on June 22, 1953, He was removed from 

Bakas 


\ " to the State Hospital in Srinagar. At 3,40 a.m. on 
i 


posi ti ae 
yo "ne got sudden heart attack and died. As a result 


n death the whole of North India was plunged in 


for the E and sebnega by a kind of anti-Nehru and anti- 


integerati a Praja Parishad refused to believe that death 


State's poti Bhs circumstances, lt was described as death 


Parishad succeedeam LES Ee The rumblings of o 
‘Acard in the Frontier districte à; j 
A 


n stated 
ae — m A 
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Jana Sangh, ^^ The 


powers. Sheikh Abdullah was suspected of a 'mischief' which the 
Government of India was not ready to permit him at any cost. 

His removal was the only wayout of national interest was to be 
saved by means of keeping the State of J 2 K Safe in Indian grip 
The orders of the dismissal of his ministry were issued by the 
Sadar-i-Riyasat and were served to him on August 9, 1953 at 


Gulmarg, 9? 


On the other hand the Parishad leaders seemed to 

be satisfied with the dismissal of Sheikh Abdullah's ministry 
and his subsequent arrest on August 9, 1953, They promised to 
support to the then newly constituted State Ministry head by 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad. The force and intensity of the agit 
was, therefore, relaxed, On July 7, 1953 the party officials 
announced that agitation was called off temporarily with the 
hope that the grievances of the people of Jammu would be 
refiressed and their demands met by the then new Government head 


by G.M. Bakshi, 7° 


The Praja Parishad also resolved to continue 
to press for the full accession of Kashmir to India, Pt. DANS 
“ogra and G.M, Bakashi — the new P.M. of the State — however 
agreed in &&rxxs December 1953 to drop the Satyagraha, withdraw 
the cases against the demonstrators and restore their civil 
rights. The Parishad leadership actually fell in the trap of 
Bakashi, who required their support to consolidate his own 


position particularly in the valley.?' 


In order to get a wider support of the Indian masses 
for the people of Jammu, who were agitating not only for completi 
integeration of the State with Indian Union but also a share in 
State's political power, the R.S.S. element in the Praja 
Parishad succeeded in affiliating the party with Bhartiya 
Uu A Tne AD a E CON CR 
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operating as de-facto Jana Sangh united in the State. Pt, 
Prem Nath Dogra then toured throughout India and attended the 
meetings of the Bhartiya Jana Sangh at the National level. The 
three slogans of Parishad - one president, one flag and one 
constitution for the whole of the country had raised the 


stature of Pt, P,N, Dogra at the national level, alison 


After the resignation of Pt, Mouli Chander Sharma from 
Presidentship of Bhartiya Jana Sangh, who succeeded Dr S,P, 
Mukerjee, the choice fell on Pt. Prem Nath Dogra., Technically, 
it was not fessible for him without merging his party with the 
Jana Sangh. Thus R,9,5S, element under the auspices of Prof, 
Balraj Madek who had been compaigning since long for the 
complete merger of Praja Parishad with Jana Sangh, finally 
succeeded in merging the former with the latter on February 20, 
1964 in a party session held at Akhnoor (Jammu) and presided 
over by Sh, Vin Dayal Upadhaya, the then Cen Bueno coat of 
the All India Jana Sangh. > Mr, Chhatru Ram Dogra, Shiv Ram 


“upta Alongwith a handful others had opposed this move of merger, 


simply because the party would not only loss its regional 
character, it Muslim membership, who dubbed Jana Sangh as a 
commun al party, but a strong force protecting the interest and f 
aspirations of the Jammu region, 7° They were of the view that 
with its merger with Jana Sangh the channel for redressal of : 


grivances of the Muslims masses in Jammu against the aggressive 


trends of the National Conference Government, would be closed, 


CR. 


Theg would then look towards the communal, anti-India and 
secessionist outlest in the vell ay. >” But the proposal was l 
ultimately carried out with majority support. With that 


action the Jana Sangh had its units in most of the Hindu 1 
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dominated belt of Jammu regions. 


The integrationalist movement in Jammu region was then 
spear headed by Bhartiya Jana Sangh, whose policy with regard 
to Kashmir had been consistent, rigid, clear cut and influenced 
by its ideology of Akhand Bharat.’? Any talk of the special 
status of the State, and consembly making a separate 
constitution for it were an anathema to the party, It had 
consistently regarded the accession of the State to the Union 
of India as final, complete, legally valid and beyond 


: 100 
question, 


At present B.J,P., being the subscriber of the same 
ideology of Akhand Bharat, looking after the Integerationist 


movement in Jammu regions. 
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Pt. Prem Nath Dogra then left for Delhi to meet Pt. 
J.L.Nehru to appraise him the new situation created in the 
State ©. A campaign was then started throughout Jammu 
province to get 5 lacs of spi Sake in support of the 
memorandum to the President of India”? 

Shri Amar Kshatriya Prantik Sabha, Jammu also resented 
these decisions and passed resolutions against them the 
copies of which were sent to Government of India” . The 
telegrams based upon the resolutions were also sent to the 
Prime Minister of India, Dr. Katju, N.Gopalswami Ayyanger, 
Yuvraj Karan Singh and other top leaders of political 
parties of a. 

The following telegrams had been send by the President 
Shri Amar Kashtriya Prantik Sabha Jammu to the Indian 
leaders on|1952* 

COPY OF TELEGRAM 
Dated 14th June 1952 

From the President, Shri Amar Kashtriya Prantik Sabha 
Jammu to the: 

1. President Rajendraparsad Republic of India, New 
Delhi. | 

2. Premier Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

3. Doctor Kelashnath Katju States Minister India ' 

4. Defence Minister N.Gopalaswami Ayyanger 

5. Shri Yuvraj Karansinghji of Kashmir Ambassador 


Hotel 


and other top ranking political leaders of India and 


. prominent News Papers. 


Two resolutions adopted by unrepresentative Sheikh 


("omm rs s Kashmir Constituent Assembly changing time 


honoured State flag and terminating hereditary monarchy 
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prefaced by provocative speeches of the Premier and his 
colleagues are a challenge to the sacrifices gallantry 
and statesmanship of Dogras and Ruling House particularly 
Rajputs aaa Kashmir has acceded to India as Part B State 
and cannot adopt any separate Flag or frame any Constitution 
of its own under Indian Constitution aaa Kashmir Constitution 
Assembly is not Sovereign body like Constituent Assembly 
of India and is not competent to frame any constitution or 
adopt any resolution or pass any measure bringing it in 
direct conflict with Indian Constitution or accession of 
State to Indian Union aaa Maharajas Constitutional 
Sovereignty was never contemplated to be terminated by 
Government of India as is evident from Maharajas proclamation 
of 5th March 1948 and Yuvaraj Karan Singh's proclamation 
of 25th November 1949 and article 370 of Constitution of 
India not even by the resolution of National Conference 
dated 27th October 1950 foreworded by Honourable Pandit 
Jawaharlal nehru aaa Maharaja as Constitutional Ruler is 
a political necessity and a unifying link between different 
geographical and political units of State as held by Sir 
Owen Dixon aaa Terminating of hereditary monarchy tantamount 
to disintegration of State and a political suicide on part 
of Sheikh Abdullah when kashmir case till pending in 
Security Council especially in view of fact that it was 
Maharaja who acceded to India unreservedly thereby 
recognising alliance of State as part and parcel of India 
aaa Peoples of State particularly Dogras while fully alive 
to democratic needs of present day consider adoption of 
resolutions as a challenge to their very existence, self 
respect and integrity of State aaa Pray intervention under 


article 366 and 370 of Constitution of India and request 
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with drawl of two resolutions and also restraining Sheikh 
Abdullah from making any undignified speeches or passing 
any measures without ascertaining the will of political 
| units of State and not self nominated Constituent assembly 


22 
GE Sherikhiabduldahk c c c o NÉ 


Praja Parishad leadership declared its opposition to 


Í 


a — EE head of the State ( i.e. S-I_R), a separate flag 
PR for J&K keeping alive a feeling of separatism which would 
Be endanger future safety and security of India. The party, 
ee therefore, considered it essential that the State should 
=i be brought fully under the Constitution of India. 'Ek 
E Desh Mein do Vidhan-In one country two constitutions; EP —] 
ry = “Mesh Mein do vidhan-In one country two constitutiony; | ERA 0) 
0 


Desh Mein Do Nishan-In one country two flags: Ek Desh Mein 
Do Pradhan-In one country two Presidents Nahin Chal lengay 
Nahin Challengay-will not be tolerated..." 


became the 
battle cry of the date? 


Ary earn] 
hom Sea xn TW 


Shri Ram Nath Balgotra- the then General pee a of 
the All J&K Praja Parshid issued the following state r2. 


Statement of Sh. Ram Nath Bhalgotra Advocate General 


———— 

——— 
e 

ra 


vj: Secretary All Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad. 


RA 


| 


| — ————^7 One constitution one flag and an anthem, these three 
constitute a "Nation", We, Indian, living in the State 
firmly believe that for the sake of Unity and Integrity 
of the Nation, the above principle holds good and should 
not be deviated from at any cost. 

The accession of the J&K State with the Indian Union 
being complete in all respects, it is but essential that 
the 'analogous contingencies should also follow 
Simultaneously. After accession the State become an 


integral part of Bharat and hence the Indian Constitution 
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should be applied in its entirety to the 

State. Any deviation from the principle encourages the 
separatist and fissiparous tendencies to cause disruption 
in the country. These forces are already active in the 
border areas of the country and the recognition of a 
separate constitution for the Kashmir state will tempt 
those forces to become more active and disturb the peace 
in the country. 

It is also in the interest of the state and the people 
living therein that the Indian constitution should be 
applied in its entirety to the State. It besides other 
things ensures to the people living in India. 

Justice: Social, Economic and Political: 

Liberty of thoughts expression belief faith and 

Equality of Status and Opportunity. 

It least behaves to any faithful citizen living in India 
including Kashmir that he will deny any oi those rights to 
the people living in any part of Bharat. We do not understand 
as to why these who talk of the States accession to India 
being hundred percent complete, still contemplate doubt 
and act upto enacting a separate constitution for the 
leae — — state. This will]to the loosening the ties of unification 
of Kashmir with Bharat. 

In certain circles there is a tendency to dismiss the 
demand of the Praja Parishad as a problem for legalistic 
or academic dismission and to ignore its human aspects, 
but those who have raised it are indes about it. To them 
it is a matter of life and death and they are determined 
to persist in it regardless of the suffering and sacrifices 
which this course might entail for them. 


It is pity that the central Government have enquired 
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from the proper quarters why this is being made and how 
for it is justified. On the contrary they have been more, 
responsive to the opposite demand of the National Conference 
leaders, which is to the effect that this state could have 
a special privileged status different from that of other 
Indian States. The wonder is that it has never occurred 
to the other side and a Central Govt. that, in the ---- 
but these demands be contradictory in their formulation 
and intent really spring for similar apprehension. But 
the fear of the Kashmiri leaders are wholly baseless, 
because admittedly they have received the most generous 
treatment from the Govt.. and the people of India during 
the last nine years. On the other hand the apprehension 
of the Jammu people are fully justified by the experience 
they have had of 'so called popular rule during same 
period. They have been reduced to the level of political 
untouchable in their homeland. Their genuine voice has 
been effectively shut out from the constituent Assembly. 
The government formed by the conference party is neither 
reasonable nor responsive, to Jammu people. The door of 
Government services are closed to them, and those already 
in services are being pushed back. The administrations 
corrupt and inefficient and it is difficult for common man 
to obtain redress in the ordinary course. Naturally the 
Jammu people seek protection permission, which some of 
the Indian Constitution and some organs of the central 
authority might possibly afford them. But the Kashmiri 
leaders desire to retain both worlds. They demand autonomy 
for ---- in relation to the central authorities of the 
Indian Union and at the same time they stick to undiluted 


autonomy in the shape of an unalterable fixed majority in 
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relation to the Jammu people. The fairness they should 
accord the same treatment to the later as is demand by TÍ 
them for themselves from the Indian Union. (The legitimate 
demand of the Jammu people is ignored on the false plea 
that it is confined to reactionary, communalist and vested 
interest. 

The problem that has arisen between Jammu and Kashmir 

. is essentially the same problem as has emerged between 

the whole state and the Indian Union. And for tunately it 
is also the problem that the Indian constitution was 
devised to solve. Its wise framers were faced with the 7) 
rival claims of competing elements in the bády politic4ft—— Dj 
and they arrived at a nice adjustment of those claims in 
the frame work of that constitution. This nice balance anol 
adjustment makes it eminently fitted to raie 
the essentially human problem that face | in this state. 
This is a strong reason why a solution of this problem 
should be attempted by applying the Indian constitution. 
in its entirety to this state. 

Viewed against the above background the unsatisfactory 
character of the said proposals becomes quite apparent, 
in as much as they disturb the nice balance of adjustments 
that the Indian Constitution in its entirety was intended 
to be. 

The safeguards afforded in. the Indian constitution 
are being denied to the people of the state. The jurisdiction 

. of the Supreme Court, Election commissioner and Auditor 

General to the State is being purposely avoided. This has 
definitely raised doubts in the minds of those who advocate 
for the application of the entire constitution. If the 


Kashmiri leaders contemplate fears in the Indian 
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Constitution, what safeguards do they hold out to their 
counterpart in the State. The past experience has given a 
bad taste and promises still worse in the future. The said 
provision in the draft State constitution with regard to 
the declaration of the organisation opposed to the draft 
as unlawful is undemocratic and amounts to enclaving the 
people and the Parishad will not be an idle spectator to 
it. We appeal to the democratic forces within and without 
the state to rise to the occasion and see that the danger 
to the country is awaited and the genuine, patriotic 
demand of the people of the Kashmir state for the application 
of the Indian Constitution to the State is conceded. We 
also appeal to the responsible both within and without 
the Government quarters in India to appreciate the feelings 


of the patriotic forces and to be vigilant to the farlical 


tactics of the disruptionists in the state. 


The State constituent Assembly, however, could not 
get the ratification of the accession which Sheikh Abdullah 
thought was impolitic and inexpedient...without getting a 
prior reciprocal approval for the State's special status 
within the Indian Union which he felt was necessary to 


ensure that safety, security and well being of its Muslim 


Maj Aya : 

In order to resolve the differences between the Centre 
and the State an official deputation of Kashmiri leaders 
was summoned by Centre on June 12, 1952 which arrived on 
June 17, 1952 and held a series of discussions with the 
E crnient in order to resolve the constitutional dead 
lock. Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah also joined them on July 
17,1952. Preliminary discussions were held from 12th June 


to 20th June, 1952, between the government of India and 
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Kashmiri delegation headed by Mr.. M.A.Beg. A further 
discussion took place between Pt. nehru and Sheikh Abdullah 
from July 16 ue 27, 1952. All this resulted in Delhi 
agreement> 19529 

Pt.Jawahar Lal Nehru, condemned the All J&K Parishad 
movement for States full integration to the Indian Republic 
and had praised Sheikh Abdullah and his party for their 
stand on Kashmir issued. But criticising Pt. J.L.Nehru's 
Statement, The J&K Praja Parishad convention which was D- 


E eM A DE 
held in Jammu, ¡(After the convention the Praja ja Parishad JŽ 


EA 85. 


issued the following enenE 


71 The statement issued by the All J&K Praja Parishad: 


— This convention of the Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad 
deplore Shri Nehru Ji's statement concerning Kashmir, not 
merely because it ignores the true background of the 
situation, but also because it amounts to virtual surrender 
to the Separatist designs of the Abdullah party in Kashmir 

AT and utter E E to the wishes of the people of Jammu 
and Ladakh as also of a considerable section of the people 
of Kashmir Valley. 

The reference in the statement to the geographical 
significance of the State amounts to a misinterpretation 
of the facts of history and geography. Kashmir valley and 
Jammu have all through the ages been integral parts of 
India geographically, historically, culturally as also 
economically. 

The description of National Conference party of Kashmir 
as an offshoot of the Indian national Congress and as one 
guided by the ideals and objective of Gandhiji is fallacious 
and misleading in so much as the former began as "Muslim 


Conference" drawing inspirations from the stalwarts of 
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Muslim League till 1939 when it converted itself into 
National conference. Even as National Conference it has 
remained mainly the Organisation of the Kashmir valley. 

The acceptance of sh. Abdullah's demand for making 
his party flag as the State flag is indefensible and 
wholly unwise, because there can be only one flag in one 
country as the symbol of its unity and integrity. To 
describe the National Conference flag as symbol of the 
State people's political struggle is no argument for 
elevating it to the position of a state flag. If Kashmir 
is a constituent unit of India like any other, it. cannot 
adopt any flag other than the Indian flag. Moreover, the 
people of Jammu have a strong sentiment against this flag. 
The other major demand regarding abolition of hereditary 
rule has been conceded. This convention feels that the 
policy of singling out the Maharaja of Kashmir, who is 
only a constitutional head now, to appease sh. Abdullah is 
impolitic and smacks of vindictiveness. 

While these demands of Abdullah government to weaken 
the ties that bind India and Kashmir have been à accepted, 
the popular demands for full application of the Indian 
Constitution to the State, particularly in respect of 
citizenship, fundamental rights, Supreme Court and financial 
integration have not been met. The agreement is either 
very vague in these matters,or has taken away in the shape 
of exceptions what it seems to concede as a principle, for 
example while conceding in one breath that citizenship 
should be common, in an other breath the State Govt.. has 
been given the power to maintain invidious distinctions 
between different classes of the permanent residents of 


the State and of outailing the rights and privileges of 
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other Indian citizens. Thus the Kashmir Govt. will be 
competent to bar the Indian Nationals from acquiring 
Property or enjoying equal right in the State. This 
tantamounts to having a dual citizenship, which will 
militate against the unity of India and like the dual 
flag, might create a dangerous precedent for other states. 
The ulterior motives underlying these decisions are 
political and not social as has been alleged in some 
quarters. 

The special provision that has been made to allow 
those people of the State who have gone to Pakistan to 
come back and regain citizenship of the State though 
appearing harmless on the face of it, has a dangerous 
import. So far, most of the Hindu evacuees from the Azad 
Kashmir areas have been denied the opportunities to settle 
within the State while those who had migrated to Pakistan 
and adopted Pakistani nationality are being encouraged 
and provided with facilities to come back and settle in 
the State. Even utter foreigners like Kazaks from Central 
Asia, who happen to be Muslims and could not, under the 
State laws, settle in the State have been given full 
naturalisation rights to settle in the Kashmir Valley. It 
is feared that steps might continue to be taken which 
might disturb drastically the present social and religious 
composition of the State population. This Convention, 
therefore, urges upon the Government of India to see that 
Hindu Evacuees who are being sent to far off places outside 
the State like Bhopal and Bikaner are settled within the 
State. Those who have already settled in the State must 
not be dispossessed and uprooted again to resettle returning 


Muslims from Pakistan controlled areas. Unless and until 
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the non liberated areas of the State are liberated, Muslims 
from Azad Kashmir and Pakistan should not be allowed to 
come. Even in regard to the fundamental rights two special 
reservations have been made, one concerning to land 
legislation and the other concerning the present "abnormal 
conditions" obtaining in the State". With regard to the 
first reservation the Convention feels that if this 
represents the considered policy of the Govt., of India 
the Indian Constitution should be amended accordingly and 
the Kashmir example adopted for the whole of India. In the 
reverse Case the Kashmir Government should not be permitted 
to act in contravention of the Indian constitution so 
flagrantly. | 

In regard to Supreme Court, the Kashmir Govt. while 
accepting in principle its jurisdiction over Kashmir has 
postponed the final decision on the plea of working out 
the details. The vital question of financial integration 
has also been left over for further consideration. Even 
the powers of the President of India to declare emergency 
in case of internal disturbances has been made subject to 
the concurrence of the Govt. of the State. All this, the 
convention feels, reduces the scope and utility of the 
concessions made by the State Government, as is apparent 
from the recent speeches made by Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
and Mirza Mohd Afzal Beg. Sheikh Abdullah has got all that 
he wanted, and the Agreement can hardly make the State 
people feel that they are part and parcel of India. Even 
in regard to the three subjects of defence, foreign affairs 
and communications the State has not yet acceded fully in 
practice, as a number of subjects coming under these 


heads, viz Radio, Telegraph and Telephone etc., according 
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to government of India's own admission vide answers in 
parliament have not yet come under the control of the 
Centre. 

This Convention is, therefore, convinced that the 
present Government of Jammu and Kashmir is trying to 
restrict the accession of the State to minimum possible 
limits in order to serve the vested interests of those in 
power, to the detriment of the larger interests of the 
people of the State as also of India. It condemns this 
attitude of the State government as basically communal 
and parochial which is bound to aggravate centrifugal 
forces within the State and without it. This convention 
therefore is of the opinion that the Nehru-Abdullah 
Agreement has not altered the situation to such extent as 
to warrant any Change in the stánd taken up by the Praja 
Parishad in its President's Memorandum to the Rashtrapati. 
The Conference reiterates that stand and demands that: - 

1. The Muslims from Azad Kashmir.of Pakistan should 
not be allowed to return and settle in the State until and 
unless the non liberated areas are liberated and non 
Muslims refugees from those areas are able to return to 
and settle in their ancestral homes. 

2. The Hindu and Sikh refugees who have already 
settled here should not be dislodged and those still 
unsettled outside the State should be properly rehabilitated 
in the State. 

3. Pending that, the part of the State lying on 


Indian side of the Cease Fire Line should be fully 
EI te Exits te © Cl «enc ME MEME 


— This agreement India agreed and reiterated its solemn 


Pledge to give the State a special status in its 
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constitution.This would guarantee complete internal autonomy 
to the State. The hereditary ruler was to be replaced by 
an elected head of the State. The fundamental rights 
incorporated in the Indian Constitution were to be applied 
to the State, subject to the provision that they would not 
disturb the programme of land reforms. The jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court was to be limited, as regards the 
State, to interstate disputes, fundamental rights and to 
matters of defence, foreign affairs and communications. 
The Union Government agreed to the State's retaining its 
own flag, but insisted that the supremacy of the National 
flag should be recognised. The power to reprieve or 
commute death sentences would belong to the President of 
India®®, 

Pt. P.N.Dogrra had issued the following statement on 
Sept, 28, 195i. 000 00 5j 1,1, 

Statement issued by Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, President, 


ere All J&K Praja Parishad, Dated 28th Sept. 1952. 


— The altitude of the Praja Parishad with respect to 
the question of the elected Head of the state has been 
made unmistakably clear on several occasions, but attempts 
continued to be made in the interested quarters to 
misunderstand and misinterpret it, it therefore become 
necessary to clarify this attitude once again. 

11. As the fundamental stand of the Praja Parishad 
is for the full land unqualifified accession of the 4? 
State to the Indian Union like other part B states, it 
follows that we are in favour of the Ruler of the functioning 
as Raj Pramukh of the State as on other similar states. It 


follows also: 
l. That we are opposed to the Head of the state, 
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being appointed or removed at the behest ( Or, as TG 
euphemistically called, on the recommendation) of the 
Kashmir Assembly which, consisting as it does merely of 
the nominees of the National Conference party of Kashmir 
represents no body else in the state and least of all in 
the Jammu province. 

2. We are opposed to the Head of the State being 
designated as, Saddar-i-Rayasat which means in English 
president of the State, because we think there should not 
be two President within the same Republic or Union of 
State. 

3. We are also Opposed to the Head of the State 
being elected by the local legislature periodically for a 
number of years, because this will make him a plaything of 
local politics and a mere Puppet of the unalterably fixed 


communal majority party in the Legislature. A 
t 


III.The above explains the bas attitude of the Praja 


Parishad towards this System, but there are a few other 
considerations which are also relevant to their questions, 
namely: — 

i. The so-called Constituent Assembly of Kashmir 
being a creature of the Ruler and deriving from hig whatever 
authority it possesses has no legal and constitutional 
power or moral justification for deciding the fate of that 
very Ruler. 

ii. That the Instrument of Accession signed by maharaja 
Hari Singh as the legal Sovereign of the State, and by the 
governor General of India, is in the nature of a solemn 
Contract or treaty which cannot and should not be repudiated 


9r modified unilaterally by one party to it, much less at 
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the behest of an assembly, which was never a party to it. 


lii.That the present attitude of the National 
Conference Leaders towards the Ruler from whom they derived 
authority smocks of vindictive and communal bias and 
does not seem to be consistent with the best interest of 
Indian or of the State. 
lv. That the spectable of the Hon'ble President of 
the Indian Union, acting mechanically on the recommendations 
of an unrepresentative body in the matter of recognizing 
or removing the Head of the State, without regard to the 
merits or demerits fairness or unfairness, of the 
recommendations and without ascertaining the wishes of 
the elements unrepresented in the Assembly, will be highly 
unedifying and should not be presented to the world. 
v. That it is unwise and inexpedient at this juncture 
to remove the one authority which has provided the sole 
unifying link for and has commanded the allegiance of the 
heterogeneous elements constituting the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir for more than a century. 
vi. That it is unwise and inexpedient in the interest 
of the State as well as of India, to meet out a discriminatory 
treatment to the ruler of the State so long as Rajpramukhs 
continue in Shen States like Hyderabad. 
Prem Nath Dogra 
President 25 
All J&K Praja Parishad Jammu. 
The Praja Parishad was of the view that Nehru-Sheikh 
Accord (Delhi Agreement of 1956) was another surrender at  . A 
the alter of communal instransigence and separatism of 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, a fraud on Indian people and an 
attack on Indian Constitution. Pt. Prem Nath dogra declared 
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that Praja Parishad would launch a Satya grah if the 


Agreement was enforced". d 


WS > 
Onjother hand the inhabitants of Doda district too 


being much agitated and emphasized that as they had peculiar 
local problems and historically, geographically and 
culturally were quite different from their neighbouring 
unit, they could not in any way be attached with the 
cultural unit of Jammu. While stressing that they must be 
given the status of a separate cultural unit, they demanded 

V) — — the stabte to be divided into as many as five cultural 
units-Kashmir, jammu, Poonch, Rajouri, Ladakh and Doda in 
the future constitutional set up of the State. Each such 
unit legally having equal status would enjoy autonomy in 
the conduct of their internal affairs including maintenance 
of law and order within their own limi ts?” 

There was a deep resentment in ladakh also and events 
had taken somewhat similar turn as in Jammu. Kushak 
Bakula, the Head Lama, voiced the feelings of the people 
of Ladakh when he declared that in the event of Kashmir 
drifting away from India the Ladakhis would break their 
connection with the State and merge with the Indian Union TENS 

On the other hand the valley too was not calm. An 
opposition group Awami Conference under the leadership of 
Kh. Umar Bhat was allowed to come into existence within 
the ranks of National Conference. Pro Pak elements were 
also encouraged by happenings in Jammu and they demanded 
secession. The Nationalist group demanded maximum autonomy 


for the State. Regional sentiment helped to fragment popular 


j t and regional tension brought the regional ‘ee 
disconten g pes E O ss 


: ; 9i 
cordiality to an end 
Criticising the/lagreement in the Parliament Dr Shyama 
K 
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Prasad Mukerjee advocated Kashmir's complete integration 
| with India or alternatively self-determination for Jammu 
pe and Ladakh? , t ET 
Neither the Government of J&K nor the (Governor of 
India paid any heed to the Praja Parishad demands. On the 
other hand Sheikh Abdullah at once gave effect to those 
provisions of Agreement of 1952 which symbolised the 
separation of the State from India. But no further action 
was taken by the State Government with regard to its other 
provisions particularly the transfer of Control of the 
State Telegraph and Telephone Departments to ss == 
financial integration, application of fundamental rights, 
extension of jurisdiction of Supreme Court of India to the 
State. Sheikh Abdullah was, therefore, accused of ignoring 
| those provisions CU NEM which confirmed Kashmir's 
= ties with India93. N 
On the invitation from Dr. Karam Singh-The Regent of 
J&K State an All J&K Praja Parishad delegation met him at 
} E Srinagar and discuss with the issue of acceptance by him: 
| the office of elected head of the State. The following 
x xl. 4 press note had been issued by the Parishad leadership 
S. after the meeting 4 35 
cl — ~~ | The press note issued by the All J&K Praja Parishad: - e 
= == m response to an invitation from Shre[Yuvaraj Bahadur 
a Praja Parishad delegation headed by Pandit Prem Nath 
Dogra met him at Srinagar and had a series of talks in an 
atmosphere of cordiality and understanding. 
"The issue of acceptance or rejection of office of 
Elected Head of the State was discussed. It being the 
first chance in which Jammu people were invited for 


Consultations, the Praja Parishad stand for full accession 
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and application of the Indian Constitution, with particular 


reference to the dangerous implications of creating a 
Republic within Republic in having a separate flag separate 
constitution and Elected Headship was fully explained to 
him. The denial of civil liberties and fundamental rights, 
the unrepresentative Character of the Constituent Assembly 
and reaction to the various issues arising out of Indo 
Kashmir agreement were also placed before him. The abolition 
Of Hereditary Monarchy the only binding link between the 
different constituent units of the State was also a subject 
of discussion. 

Shree Yuvaraj gave a patient hearing to all that the ow 
delegation had to Say. He three light on the various 
aspects of the situation ana gave an analysis of some 
wider issues involved, with particular reference to the 
integrity of the state, the interests of the country at 
large and international Situation. 

The delegation after giving their best consideration 
to Shree Yuvaraj Jee's analysis of the situation and in 
view of the fact that it is considered imperative to 
approach the government of India in connection with the 
detrimental decisions of the Constituent Assembly feels 
that so long as the question of Maharaja's abdication or 
withdrawal of his recognition as Rajparmukh is not finally 
decided by the Government of India and till the new 
constitution for the State assumes a concrete shape it 
would be premature to give any definite opinion over this 
Single issue of accepting or rejecting the office of the 2 
Head of the State by Shree Yuvaraj Bhadur.———— — 

However, monarchy was abolished and Dr. Yuvaraj Karan Gr 


[ou 


957 ; 
Singh was elected as first Sadar- i-Riyasat of J&K State 
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‘The following was the view point of Praja Parishad on 
the issue of the J&K State accession to Indian Republic at 
: eats ; bi 
the time of abolition of the Monarchy in the gee Ue 


\The All J&K Praja Parishad view point on the issue 


M 


£ 


7 
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| of the State Accession af to Indian Republic. » 


Uu Accession 


In the turmoil that preceded the actual patition of 
the Mother Land into two parts and the creation of the 
State of Pakistan the Praja Parishad, keeping in view the 
logic of traditions and ideals of one Indian Nation Hood 
and that the development and prosperity of the State is 
safe in the status joining with Bharat, decided and persuaded 
the then Government of the state to accede unconditionally 
to India. The events that followed fully endorsed the 
decision taken by the Praja Parishad and proved that there 
was no better alternative to it. The British plans to 
isolate us and to afford opportunity to Pakistan to subjugate 
us were upset when the Maharaja of Kashmir following the 
advice of Praja Parishad leaders acceded to Bharat. We 
hold no brief for monarchical institutions nor we stand 
for their retention any longer but the role of the ruler 
of Jammu and Kashmir in causing accession of the State to 
India by signing the instrument of accession must be 
appreciated. 

The people of the State resisted the invaders with 
great heroism and sacrifice because they understood it 
very well that their future was intimately bound with 
Bharat which could ensure to them their tradition and 
ideal of National brotherhood. 

The anti national forces in the State that had, all 


along the national movement in the Bharat was going on, 
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been plaving a second fiddle in the hands of the British 
diplomats however kept themselves busy in the State. Some 
time they tried to find impossible and impracticable third 
alternative to the State's accession to Bharat at another 
they harped on the much condemned plan of Independence 
Kashmir raising opportunity for the Imperialist diplomats 
to muddle with the Kashmir problem and create difficulties 
in the solution. It was to strengthen such forces in the 
world that anti national forces in the state to undermine 
the oneness of the State with the rest of Bharat by 
seeking protection and privilege in the garb of article 
370 in the Indian Constitution. 

The Parishad viewed all these circumstances with great 
alarmed and saw the great danger involved in pursuing such 
alternatives which were weakening the ties of the State 
with the Bharat and thus endangering the peace and prosperity 
of the State. The privilege sought under article 370 of 
the Indian Constitution was being exploited for the interest : 
of mischievous imperialists forces of the world, when the 
Parishad condemned the retention of the article in the 
constitution of India and demanded its detention. The 
Parishad felt it and made id explicitly clear that article 
370 will afford the privileged politicians of the state 
accession to endanger the integrity of Bharat and to 
undermine a challenge the experiment of secular democracy 
being practiced in the country. 

A flag, a constitution and an anthem these three sum 
up a nation has been challenged by those who profess to be 
the only nationals in the State. Indians are not one 
nation but different nations is their concept a step 


further to strengthen the machinations of the British 
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Imperialists diplomacy in Bharat. A separate flag, a separate 


President a separate Constitution and the manipulation of 


territorial areas with a purpose are not re-assuming 
evidence of the non-communal working of the administration 
of the State. The spirit behind as it has been working in 


the State for the last 7 years was turning the State into 


a Citadel of Imperialist intrigues. The Praja Parishad 


felt it and to undo the effort of the administrators of 


————— 


Kashmir to weaken the firm and unbreakable ties with India? 


T A - * 
ly aud te Ae lau 
ya WAAL af iby Y. 


started a movement to decide the issue once for all and to 
get redress to the economically oppressed and politically 
Tit Bod, wath suppressed people of the state. Much of the dangers that 
N were a head both for the people of the State and the rest 
MORA, of Bharat have been eliminated because of the suffering, 
faults and tortures borne by the people of the state and 
that of Bharat at the call of Praja Parishad. The Supreme 
sacrifice of late Dr. S.P.Muker Jee to uphold the cause 


of Praja Parishad has cemented the ties of the state with 


Bharat. | cocco 
The Parishad feels that some forces in the state are 


still thinking of limited accession of the State with 
Bharat. Parishad is convinced that complete accession 
cannot be restricted or limited. In the present 
circumstances there can be a no peaceful and honourable Bu 
life for the people of the state, in the State. The 
jurisdiction and power of the Supreme Court have been 
curtailed to prevent effective enforcement of fundamental 
and other rights and full control over the State High 
Court regarding the appointment and removal of its judges 
differently than the rest of Bharat has been retained in 


order that the local judiciary may not become truly 
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independent and embarrass the Executive authorities. 
Govt. spokesman in the State are intermingling 
Integration of the State with Bharat with that of merger 
of the State with Bharat. Parishad knows the differences 
and they have all along been fighting for the complete 


Integration of the State with Bharat like all other 'B' 


class state. 30 testo cl 


their stand and resolves that limited accession will not 
ensure to the people of the State what they have been 
Striving for and a full and complete accession with its 
implications can only create a sense of peace harmony and 
Security in the State. It will also put an end to the off 
repeated intrigues of foreign diplomats in the state. It 


will also maintain the nice balance of adjustment in the 


Indian Constitution. 
"The All J&K National Conference alleged that Praja 
Parishad was advocating for the return of monarchy and 
undoing of land reforms in the State. In reply to these 
allegations Sh. Om Parkash Mengi-General Secretary of 
Parishad issued the following statement??:- 
mE Statement issued by Sh. Om Parkash Mengi. 
Es _Om Parkash Mengi, General Secretary, All J&K Praja ) 
Parishad Jammu on 3rd November, 1954. 
A reference to the historic Praja Parishad movement 
has been made in a resolution of the National Conference 
general council at Srinagar. 
The allegation that Parishad advocates the return of 
monarchy and the undoing of the land reforms in the State, 
is an absolute lie. Our stand regarding headship of the 


State has repeatedly been made clear that in this respect 
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Jammu & Kashmir State be treated like other States in 
India. 

Our criticism of the State Government's land reforms 
has come out to be correct in the very words of the 
government's appointed Wazir committee. It is absolutely 
wrong to say that the Parishad stands for dispossession of 
the peasant's newly acquired lands. 

Parishad's stand regarding the accession issue is 
now well known to every body in this country. We stand for 
full and final accession of the State of J&K with Indian 
Union and the application of the Constitution in its 
entirety to this State. This in no way means complete 
merger, but it surely fails to accommodate the unpatriotic 
stand of independence and loose relationships of the State 
with the Union. 

The success of our struggle is eee indicated by 
the fact that these who once stood for State's limited 
accession, today take pride in denouncing their previous 
policies and declarations to which they themselves were a 
party. 

All these allegations aim only at maligning Praja 
Parishad -the only and the strongest opposition in the 
State. | 

Parishad is proud to proclaim that it exists for the 
noble and patriotic cause of unification of the State of 
Jammu & Kashmir with mother India and shall consider no 
sacrifice too great to achieve this end. 

sd/ Om Parkash Mengi 
General Secretary 
a All J&K Praja Parishad Jammu. 


—— s — ^ 


' The people of Jammu had a number of grievances against 
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the then State Government. These were as under?9:- 
Grievances of the People of Jammu 

The Prime Minister of Kashmir, Sheikh Mohammad 

Abdullah was an absolute stranger, a communal valley based 


leader who had "failed to win the confidence of the people 


Met cae) POE eria se 
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2. He ( the Sheikh) wielded unrestricted powers with 
arrogance and that his administration was reflection of 
administrative corruption and political high-handedness 
which "began to percolate outside the State". 

3. The special status given to Jammu and Kashmir 
State under Article 370 of the Indian Constitution kept 
under temporary provision was not acceptable to the Sheikh 
without giving the Article a permanent place in the said 
Constitution. But it was not accepted in the light of the 
fact of the limited accession of the State. Article became 
an anathema to the Hindus of Jammu who began to seek its 
abrogation from its very birth. 

4. The Jammu Hindus also charged the people's 
Government with the allegation that the money flooded 
into the State” from the Centre was utilized in the 
development of the valley and very little was spent in 
Jammu . . 

5. His demand for Independent Kashmir was also a 
reaction to growing Hindu chauvinism in India and Jammu. 

6. Sheikh Abdullah was characterised as a rapid 
communist even by Nehru. 

“Communism was a disease with him and he would never 
get rid of it, and his entire outlook and behaviour was 
based on the fact that Kashmir valley had a Muslim majority". 


7. Valley based leadership had always remained a frog in 
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the well with its narrow local nationalistic outlook. It 
could not extend its influence to other parts of the 
State. It had generated regionalism in all the three 
units of the State, Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh and as such 
it failed to democratise the political structure of the 
State, safeguard the rights of the people therein as well 
as ensuring impartial administration of Justice and 
guarantee them some sort of autonomy. 

8. By the New Kashmir Plan of planned economy, the 
people of Jammu and the Kashmiri pandits were "The hardiest 
materially as well as psychologically by Sheikh Abdullah's 
BIGWA 

9. Under New Kashmir scheme of abolition of 
landlordism by giving land to tillers and of forming 
cooperative associations, the Sheikh's Government first 
abolished the landlordism in April 1948. On July 13, 1950 
the Government introduced land reforms in the entire State. 
The abolition of Big Landed Estates Act, 1950 made individual 
holding of more than 182 kanals illegal. The landlord was 
not allowed to keep more than 160 kanals. of agriculture 
land, 8 kanals of land for vegetable gardens, 4 kanals of 
residential site and 10 kanals of orchards. BUNS VRE Cone 
the land was to be transferred to the actual tiller with 
proprietary rights. The abolition of the landlordism was 
Gone without compensation. 

The main complaint of the minorities was that majority 
of the landlords and the Sahukars were Hindus to whom no 
compensation was paid. Besides, when the law was put to 
operation, it was found that most of the distributable 
land had already been allotted to non-deserving people. 


Thus one of the reasons for resentment among the Hindus 
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against the Government was the abolition of landlordism 
done with the spirit of communalism. 

10. It was also said that in spite of the generous flow of 
money into the State from the Government of India, the 
State had not been registering an advance in its economic 
growth with the ESO that due to constant strains and 


pressures, the government found itself incapable of tackling 


issues. Its net result was discontent and crisis. 

11. The Jammu people, it has been said, were deprived 
politically and economically. They were denied their due 
share either in the power structure or in the economic 
reforms. As a deprived section, all the Hindus were 
concentrated in Jammu province which became the centre of 
protest. 

12. The demand for plebiscite voiced by the Sheikh in 
his public speeches, as promised by the Government of 


India and according to the United Nations' Resolution, 


Da mac fos 


— 


was feared by the people of Jammu and Ladakh. The very 


| 


idea of plebiscite hung like a sword of Demorles over 
their heads: They feared that the plebiscite, ap ellewed™ 
would be in favour of Pakistan which they would at no cost 
agree to accept. The transfer of power from Jammu based 
Dogra house to the Valley based National Conference, 

headed by Sheikh, and his majority of coreligionists through 
democratically constituted could never be tolerated by 
the Hindus of Jammu Province who used to be always loyal 

to their rulers. They saw in the new shift a reversed 
regional power imbalance which generated in them a 

psychological vacuum to be filed only when the Sheikh 

could be removed. 


13. The above factors were the root cause of the 
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turmoil which disturbed the Jammu province from the very 
beginning since in the Parliamentary democracy, the rule 
of the majority prevails. It naturally went in favour of 
the Muslim majority population of the State which the 
Hindus had been fearing from the very beginning of the 
freedom struggle. In order to regain their erstwhile 


position now under the patronage and with the support of 


Hindu, India and also the Central Government, the Jammu 


people began, on one or the other pretext, to protest 
against what they called the Muslim dominance and tyranny. 
For this purpose they adopted the course of Hindu Chauvinism 
in the State. ?They, in fact, generated the regionalism in 
the State. The State after 1947 was faced with regional 
tensions which was the cause of secessionism in the valley. 
Both these trends, the Hindu chauvinism and the Muslim 
sentiments which manifested "mutual adjustment" and formed 
a process of cumulative chain reactions. 

14. In his interview to Davidson, the Sheikh advocated 
for an Independent Kashmir. "And, thanks to our Prime 
Minister, the Constituent Assembly, has already made Kashmir 
Independent M ronsh Article 370, which gives all powers 
regarding the State of Jàmmu and Kashmir to the Constituent 


. Assembly of the State and the present cabinet and the 


President of Indian Republic will have no powers at all". 

15. The Sheikh had declared July 13 as the official 
"Martyras Day" all over the State, which the Hindus could 
never accept as such because for them "the Mohammadan 
agitation in Kashmir could not have flourished in the 
State and there would have been no Muslim Conference which 
was later named the "National Conference", led by Sheikh 


Mohammad Abdullah, who continues to be even today the 
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Communist leader that he was in July, 1931. 

16. The condition of the minorities in Kashmir was so 
better, if not worse, than that in Pakistan; only the 
methods employed were much more sinister. 

17. The minority community had been deprived of all 
their professions or jobs or sources of income under one 
pretext or the other and everything was done in the name 
of New Kashmir., 

18. As regards the Government services, the Sheikh's 
administration had totally changed the criterion of merit 
and efficiency required for the appointment and new 
promotions and appointments had been made indiscriminately ; 
without any criterion. 

19. As regards the land, the share of landlords in 
the produce had been reduce from one half to one fourth. 

_But this too was not allowed to be given to landlords of 
the minority community by National Conference workers. 
Even those Hindu landlords who used to cultivate their 
lands themselves were no longer allowed to do it. Many 
fruit gardens belonging to minority community were brought 
to the ground. This led a large population to starvation 
and then to death. 

20. As regards trade, since most of the important 
commodities had been converted into state monopolies and 


under control and those few things that were not under 


^ control (would)be freely imported to jammu from where under 


system of priorities the members of the majority community 
could have permits very easily and only those Hindus could 
get permits who became a party to mechanisation of those 
who ran the AS supplies and transport departments. 


Also under the system of nationalised transport only those 
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things with power Ghat bey A 
" CUORE UE m T IT ra D 
ip Ins this context the All J&K Praja Parishad had, 


however, adopted the following eight point programme for 4 


the acceptance otherwise they were to perform satyagrah’” :- 


P Eight point proqramme of the A11 J&K Prajaparshid 


m l. Full integration of the State into the Indian 
Union; 

2. If there was to be a limited accession of Kashmir 
then Jammu and Ladakh Should be permitted to integrated 
fully; 

3. The Indian Constitution to be applied to.the 
State in full; 

4. The Supreme Court of India to have a full 
jurisdiction; 

5. The Constituent Assembly to be re-elected in fair 
election; | 

6. The custom barriers between Kashmir and India to 
be eliminated; 

7. Kashmir to adhere to the same 'The State, Central 
and concurrent lists of subjects as the other Indian 
States: and 

Sethe charges of corruptions against the State regime 


to be investigated by an impartial Tribunal". 


oa aa 


yale = Y^ BES Prem Nath Dogra and Dr. S.P.Mukerjee met at 
E 00 A | P. Jullunder Punjab Jana Sangh session on November 8,1952 
v N A Y T and discussed the Plan for the acp ide 
5 of x P Í Meanwhile the Emblem Committee report had been submitted 
e t | .) to the Kashmir Consembly on Nov. 12, 1952 for consideration. 
\ og ee : Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah then said that E ri d 
E RUM "The Emblem of the State of J&K shall be shield like 
S 4 Firmaro un th Phrase emidictont harisnant=1 corrino anA >» 


et : N quse wrth ’ "lite eg oles tout Weezer tal ¿ips un 


^ EV E | , 
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G lotus in full bloom on its top with two ploughs facing 


each other around its edges, the whole surrounded by two 
ears of corn with the inscription 'Jammu and Kashmir' at 
its bottom as per design; 

The resolution was put to vote and was adopted 
unanimously on the same day i.e. Nov 12 cso ls o 


The following resolutions were then passed by Shri 


Amar Kashtriya Prantik Sabha Jammu, the copies of which 
E ERE 


were sent to the President of Indian Republic:- 
RESOLUTIONS 

Under the leadership of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, 
the bogus Consembly has quite contrary to expectations 
and assurances of Hon'ble Prime Minister of India and 
government of India, manoured to misuse the Session of 
Consembly to hurry through two basic resolutions whereby 
under heated passion of revenge and long cherished personal 
spite and prejudices, the State Emblem has been changed 
and contrary to the implications of constitutional alliance 
between the State and the Indian Union. When the former 
has acceded to the latter and the hereditary monarchy 
has been terminated contrary to all cannon of constitution 
and procedure thus throwing a challenge to the Constitution 
of India itself. The speech of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
made on the introduction of his resolutions is fabrication 
of lies and is Gall and Wormwood and full of venomous 
abuse and recriminations against not only Maharaja Harisingh 
Ji and the House of Maharaja Gulab Singh, but against 
Dogras and Rajputs in particular. It is a known fact of 
History that Maharaja Gulab Singh Ruler of Jammu founded 
the State of Kashmir by conquests and thus brought under 


one unifying control different political entities which 
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were made into one State of Jammu|Kashmir. Sheikh Abdullah 
and his Cabinet are the creation of Maharaja Harisingh and 
the Constitution has come into existence at the word of 
Yuvaraj Karan Singh ( a minor [so it does not possess 
constitutional powers like Consembly of India which on 
the termination of British rule framed a Constitution for 
the Union of India where as Sh.Abdulla's Consembly was not 
competent so to frame without the Constitutional Head. 
Maharaja's consent, whose sovereignty exists, the adoption 
of these resolutions has created an intricate position 
vis-a-vis Union of India and its Constitution and has 
cause wide spread resentment in the people of State and 
the Dogras in particular. The Rajputs are quite alive to 
the moving spirit of the time and democratic needs of the 
present days, but what S.M.Abdullah has been doing past 
four and half years and what his nominated consembly have 
done, has amply demonstrated the inner working of his 
biased mind. The Sabha after careful, thorough and due 
consideration surveying the several events since October 
1947 upto date has come to the unavoidable conclusion that 
the attempt of Sheikh Abdullah and his Government has been 
from the very beginning to wreak the vengeance on Rajputs 
in general and the Ruling House in particular. : 

To establish for personal end a Republic of State 
within the Republic of India, thereby dragging one State 
into a honestness to communistic ideology which no citizen 
of State can allow to shape. It is, therefore, hereby 
resolved, that since the two resolutions adopted by this 
bogus Consembly are direct challenge to our self respect, 


rejection of Constitution of India altogether. We most 
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respectfully appeal to the President of India to intervene 
and annual the resolutions adopted by the unrepresentative 
Kashmir Assembly and restore and maintain the integrity 
of state by continuing the hereditary monarchy as well as 
the flag so long as the latter is not replaced by the 
Constitutional decisions of Indian Parliament and treat 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir as full fledged part B 
State for all intents and purposes. 

That in view of the behaviour of Sheikh Abdullah and 
his government and Consembly the people of Jammu shall 
have to consider whether they can continue giving support 
to a Government that has struck at the very roots of 
unification and internal solidarity. 

Sd/- 
‘sr. Amar Kashtriya Prantik Sabha Jammu Tawi. 
Copy to the: 
1. The Hon'ble President of India, Republic of Bharat, 
New Delhi. 
2.The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, 


3.The Hon'ble Minister of States, Govt. of India. 


4. The Hon'ble Defence Minister, Govt. of India: A 


Pt. Prem nath Dogra and Pt. Sham Lal Sharma were 
however, arrested on November 21,1952 and the agitation 
started with following den D— 

a. To settle the issue of accession one; for all 
without further leaving it to uncertain US 

b. To make it certain as to when the Pak-held Kashmir 
was liberated; 


c. To clearly and categorically set the constitutional 


relationship between the State and the Centre with a view 
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to ensuring the oneness of India at all costs and, as 
such, the right of OU I ONSE jurisdiction of Supreme 
Court and of the functions of High Court, power of the 
President, National Planning and financial integration 
are give a final shape in the relationships; and 

d. To investigate by appointing an impartial 
commission the grievances of the people of Jammu regarding 
their economic advancement, employment, rehabilitation, 
division of border districts on communal lines". 

L.Durga Dass Verma, however issued following appeal 
to journalists all over India to give a coverage to the 
Praja Parishad movement in J&K Sta 

AN APPEAL TO JOURNALISTS ALL OVER 
BHARAT 
BY 
— L.DURGA DAS VERMA 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
ALL JAMMU AND KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD, JAMMU / 
Dear Friends, $ 

I address to you from that unfortunate part of the 
motherland which is engaged in a heroic fight against the 
tyrannical rule of one party dictatorship; the state of 
Jarmu and Kashmir. 

Even since our appearance on the political horizon of 
the State as ah political opposition; to exercise necessary 
check and bring to public light all the omissions and 
commissions of the party - in - power for the healthy 
function of the Democratic order of the state; we have 
made an ceaseless endeavour to justify our existence as 
such. 


Apart from the fact that in discharge of our democratic 
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duty to establish stable and clean political life in the 
state the expected, essential Government cooperation was 
never extended, our demands and suggestions never cared 
for, repeated warnings not heeded to'; and above all we 
were never taken in the confidence as entitled to by 
virtue of being the only opposition in the state over the 
issue of accession, etc. which we genuinely feel effecting 
our very existence. In view of the bitter experience which 
we have had during the last so many years of our struggle 
with the National Conference, we are convinced that even 
the slightest support to it from howsoever an unimportant 
quarter in all probability will prove disastrous and 
endanger the security as also the integrity of the country 
at large. | 

In order to give a fresh repetition to what we have 
ventured to declare millions of times before, I reiterate 
it once more with full emphasis at my command; that no 
amount of suppression or humiliation can deter us in our 
path and compel us to compromise our stand. We cherish 


for a speedy integration with Bharat like other part B 


AA 


ag 


state; and aspire to enjoy the fundamental rights of the 
Indian Constitution as guaranteed and safeguarded by the 
august Supreme court of India. 

Our only crime is that we have exposed the political 
intrigue in its nakedness, which Sheikh Abdullah and his 
lieutenants wanted to conceal in a very deceitful manner 
from those poor Indians, on whose blood and tail he has 
erected this fraudulent’ Mansion. The present advantageous 
position that Sheikh Abdullah enjoys, let me tell you, 


friends; is the accident of history and conspiracy of 


circumstances. 
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Try to understand this basic position of our movement 


before passing any verdict over it. 


After having failed to crush the movement as claimed 
many a time quite egoistically by the executive authorities 
of the state they have furthered their undemocratic designs 
and served an unjust order over the local representative 
of the ose agencies not to despatch any statement under 
my signature and that of our publicity secretary, so that 
the power mad ruler may get an free hand to suppress us 
without any knowledge to our brothern in India. 

In all humility Friends, I appeal you to scrap this 
unjust undemocratic illegal order, accord due publicity 
to our despatches and statements and thus serve the cause 
of India, its unity and glory. 

Should anti-Parishad accounts continue to appear in 
the press it will unfortunately hit hard and threaten 
Bharat's integrity, I believe, I am within right to 


expect a favourable response to my earnest and humble 


( po Speak, 
ap Jai Bharat 
V 


sd/DURGA DASS VERMA 
GENRAL SECRETARY 
ALL JAMMU £ KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD 
Copy of the above forwarded to Editor Naya Samaj, Jammu 
for favour of perusal and publication. 

Publicity Secretary 
All Jammu & Kashmir Parja Parishad, 
AUN The following memorandum had been)sent by Sh. Om 
Parkash Saraf the then Chairman P.S.P. J&K Jammu to 

Sadar-i-Riyasat J&K on November 25, dor je 


p, DONATED By 

r: VIDYA BHUSHAN 

PROF (RETD ) POL. €^ 

UNIVERSITY OF JAMN 
JAMMU 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE SADAR-I-RIYASAT, JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


A grave threat to democracy and civil liberties today 


exists in the Jammu and kashmir State which will be 
evident from the following acts of omission and commission 
in the recent time on the part of the National Conference 
Government : 

1. Continuation of the old strangulating press laws 
inconsistent with the present democratic times. Recent 
ban on anti communist weeklies "Apna Sansar" and "Naya 
Samaj" for an indefinite period without administering 
any prior warning even once, illustrates the ruthlessness 
of these laws. d 

2. Forcing newsmen to send statements even in the. 
name of third parties. For instance, the three statements 
said to have been issued by the Srinagar citizens, one Mr. 
Makhdoomi and a student leader regarding assault on Shri 
Ashoka Mehta were personally delivered by the Prime 
Minister, Mr.. Ghulam Mohd Bakshi, to the newsmen for 
onward despatch. Kashmir Information Bureau, New Delhi, 
also circulated similar statements in the name of Jammu 
citizens and the Jammu National Conference Spokesman in 
the Delhi Press. The United Press of India is also being 
paid a handsome monthly amount of course not for nothing. 

3.  Dubbing Sm Jaya Parkash Narayan as an outsider 
and the Praja Socialist as political swindlers which OB en 
course paled insignificance in view of the most { most 
shameful broad day light violent attack on Shri Ashoka 
Mehta and other Indian socialists including a respectable 
lady in the busiest centre of Srinagar. 

4. Beating of almost half of the members of the 
P.S.P. State Executive, along with Shri Asoka Mehta, in 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


ET E 


which e E Premier Bakshi's promise of a 
thorough inquiry, only some junior policemen are holding 
a routine investigation although serval high ups are 
involved. 

5. Intensification of the reign of terror since assault 
on Shri Asoka Mente, our Baramulla District organiser, 
Mr.. Mohd Subhan, was illegally detained while another 
worker, Mr. Shamas ud-Din was physically tortured. Citizens 
are being officially compelled to sign prepared statements 
"to save themselves the fate of Shri Asoka Mehta" Even 
members of the Assembly with a soft corner for the P.S.P. 
are being extremely harassed. The ruling party's official 
organ "The Khidmat wrote the other day that Shri Asoka 
Mehta's was "a warning" for other .It is now proved 
beyond doubt that the attack on Shri Asoka Mehta was 
engineered with a calculated view of demonstrate the 
determination of the men at the held of affairs to tolerate 
absolutely no physical existence of any opposition elements 
howsoever secular, democratic and progressive. 

6. Miserable failure of the government to appreciate 
any reasonableness in any dissident voice at any time and 
always labelling it either as RSS or a Pakistani move. 
Thousands of tons of propaganda material of the enemy 
every day would not have done us the harm that the 
totalitarian rulers of the State are actually doing by 
showing themselves as the monopolistic of nationalism and 
all others who do not approve some of their policies are 
the enemy agents. A Government breeding on such a fanaticism 
is a real danger to democracy and a progressive social 
change. 


7. The use of government men, material and influence 
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to achieve petty party ends in opposition to the most 
legitimate activities of any section of the public. Srinagar 
Deputy Commissioner was recently made a member of the 
National Conference Election Board in the Town Area election 
at Anantnag. Likewise, the Jammu traders are being 
persistently told that they can secure a reduction in the 
present octroi rates only if they 'get' 'rid of' Lala 
Girdhari lal Anand as the President of the Jammu Chamber 
of Commerce who hold the socialist views.. 

Recruitment of services as well as promotions and 
punishments are also being motivated by party 
considerations. It is not without significance that your 
own declaration two years back regarding setting up of 
public services commission is still to be implemented. 

8. Conceptions of internal autonomy as means to garb 
maximum autonomy for themselves alone refusing to 
decentralise it, rather using it to suppress the opposition 
elements. For instance, the exclusion of the State from 
the jurisdiction of the central audit does in no way add 
to the autonomy of the people but only empowers the State 
rulers to corrupt the people and strengthen the forces of 
totalitarianism. 

9. Ever growing expenditure on the police and the 
publicity departments obviously to crush the people on 
one hand and not only vigorously proclaim it just the 
otherwise on the other hand but also most rapidly spread 
all falsehoods in regard to the activities of the opposition 
elements. 

10. Discountinuancing popular cooperation even in the 
implementation of such useful schemes as the National 


Extension Service and ae ASS and making 


Lm 
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them altogether subservient to the party considerations 
several Block Development Officers hold important party 
offices and in fact their only job appears to be the 
party work. 

11. Deliberate delay in completing the constitution 
making task and prolongation of the Constituent Assembly 


as the Legislature for which purpose 1t was never convened. 


ANS indeed amusing to find that the no confidence vote 


has been passed by the State Assembly against four M.P's 


ETT UN B E » i 4 
fromthe State without having any such constitutional right 


ese refusing the same right of recall to the people of 
the State who have been persistently demanding an early 
election. Mention may also be made here of our municipal 
committees, elections to which have not been held for the 
last about sixteen years. : 

This is not all what, I feel, can be Legitimately said 
against the National Conference Government in the State. 
Nor am I unmindful of the crisis our land is passing 
through at prsent. I am, however, convinced that never was 
there a greater urgency than at present for all of us to 
respect the values of democracy and civil liberties-the 
subject of my today's interview . The efforts of the State 
Government to suppress and malign my party are regrettable 
to say the least. I am indeed little interested in making 


any defence as such except expressing the belief that the 


‘policy and the programme of my party should always speak 


for itself. For your perusal and record I enclose the 
copies of the political resolution passed by us at our 
recent convention and the main speech by Shri Asoka mehta 
there. The state rulers are endeavouring hard to distort 


them and then exploit the distorted versions to mislead 
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the people in believing Something beyond facts. 

The whole situations thus pregnant with far reaching 
repercussions and may Sole purpose at the moment is to 
request you as the Head of the State ES prevail upon the 
State Government to behave fairly and democratically. 

sd/Om Parkash Saraf 


Chairman 


P.S.P.J&K Jammu 


A. November 25,1954. 


G.M.Bakshi) issued a statement criticising the policies 
of the All J&K Praja Parishad. L.Durga Dass Verma, the 
then General Secretary of the Parishad issued the following 
statement about Bakshi's comments! 06... 

PRESS AND PUBLICITY SECTION 
JAMMU & KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD JAMMU 
$ Statement issued by L.Durga Dass Verma 
i General Secretary 
Dated 30th November, 1952. 


The November 29th, statement of Bakshi Gulam Mohammad, 


is deplorable. The accusations levelled against Parishad 
are a part of the old fraud of the present rulers of the 
State to mislead Indian Public opinion and secure support 
for the Republican Kashmir within Indian Union. 

To say that Parishad movement "will only serve the 
interest of the enemies of State" and "weaken the State 
ties with India" is not only fantastic but beyond the 
understanding of every right thinking person.How 
contradictory and paradoxical, it is that the Government 
of which Bakshi Gulam Mohammad is an important mouthpiece, 
while denouncing us as reactionaries, communalists and 


agents of Pakistan, simply because we have been incessantly 
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clanning for «the applications of the most secular 
constitution of the world, swears a hollow loyalty to the 
same constitution. 
The fact is that the Government by lining us with 
communal forces of India and the Pro Pakistan block in the 
E UN DO. is Simply harping on its old tune which we have 


buried long since. The present movement gives a lie direct 
to these charges. 

The truth is that our life and death Struggle for the 
last five years against the sinister designs of the party 
in power to keep the state independent of any Bhartya 
control, has fully exposed, its much talked of and So 
called pro Indian professions. A 

We challange the assertions of the Deputy Prime 
Minister to the effect that the "State accession with 
India is complete" and that the Union flag shall enjoy the 
highest place of honour", If he is honest and sincere, he 
should prove his bonafides by accepting our new point of 
complete and unconditional accession with Bharat andthe 
application of entire India's secular Constitution to the 
state or else stop levelling indecent charges, which have 
not even a grain of truth in them. 

SD/Dura Dass Verma 


Genral Secretary 


All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad, I} 
E 
Jammu : 
DONA- 
Prrin TAE / 
MU (RET. JUSHAN 
“VERS +. COL or 
Ty SARA 
2 YANNI ES Vit 
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INTEGRATIONÁLIST MOVEMENT IN JAMMU REGION 
e As already pointed out that the struggle for freedom 


and democratisation of the State administration in Jammu 4 
- Kashmir, which went back to the years of thirty's, had its 
y origin in the widespread discontentment among the Muslim 
masses who then comprised iis of the population of the State 
and 89% of the population in Kashmir valley. The Muslims had 
(San very inadequate representation in the State services as well 
as in the economic and industrial life of the State, The bulk 
of the Muslim population were tillers, labourers and were the 
target of the exploitation, Agrarian discontentment and p 
paucity of employment opportunity mone the motivating force 


Í for the Muslim masses to agitate against the Dogra regime, | 
The struggle fer freedom in ica entered its crucial stage 
when the famous 'Quit Kashmir Movement’ i.e. the-for the 
transfer of powers to the people, was launched by the All 
Jammu end Kashmir National Conference in 1946, The State 
bureocracy was,then bewilered at this new slogan end full of 
vengeance decided to crush the movement.  inspito of the reion 


of terror, arrest, prosecutions and deaths, the movement was 


A 


a great success. 4 


The popular sentiments in Jammu region believing the 
Hindu Maharaja as a symbol of security against the majority 
population of Kashmir region, however, sided with the 
M . * s de ote o yy d + mat mi om WE d ST Y D 3 
‘aharaja in his attempt to retain more and more power in 
ROA A 
-. piat It then seemed to Dogra Nati onalists that 


4 prospect of Jono racy in the State would be nothing more than 


yA pee - i 
being exposed to the whims of At majority of the State; E 


€ 


end its le EA 


P. 
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However, just after the partition of British India; 
most of the princes of Indian States, acting in accordance 

á with the provisions of the Cabinet Mission Plan? as well as 

á keeping in view the considerations of geographical contiguity 
of their respective States, exercise | their choice and 
acceded either of two, the — created dominions — India 

T Pakistan, Some of these States which thought of going 

against their geographical positions, economic needs and 

historical and cultural affiliations were soon compelled by 


5 
their cest to make the correct choice. 

When a geld of Jammu and Kashmir, who could not 
meke decision about the accession because of demographic and 
geographical considerations and entered stand still Agreement 
with Pakistan, did not bow before the Pak pressure to accede 
to it, a massive attack in the form of Tribal invasion on 
Jammu & Kashmir State was Launched by the Pakistan forces Ys 
on October 25, 1947 to force its outright annexation, On 
October 15, i947, thousandsef armed d Pakistanis comprising 
frontier tribesmen and aided by Pakisten army regulars in 
civilian clothes invaded Jammu and Kashmir and committed 
atrocities on the people, akistan orgenised a combined force 
mo tab as well Lp de A dà eun eet plam 
under the code name of ‘Operation Gulmarg", devised, F 

' eee 
and god by Major Generel Akbar Khan (who had assumed the name o; 
General Taria ) assisted by Brigadier Sher Khan, The situation 


2 
in Kashrir deteriorated further, The Meharajas £ole aim wa 


ui 


. to save his State at any cost, The Maharaja was, therefore, 


Ps forced to offer the State accession to Indien BESTE 


Contd..+.3 
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whichy a Pakistan, because independent, solf- 


governing dominions within the Commonwealth of Nations, on 


August 15, 1947, 


After the Instrument of Accession was accepted by the 
Government of India and the State had acceded in Defence, 
Foreign Affairs and Communications, the Prime Minister of 
India agreed with the then Prime Minister of Kashmir — Mr, 
Mehar Chand Mahajan — that the military assistance would be 
extended to the Maharaja on the conditions that the internal 
administration of the State was democratised, that Sheikh 
Mohemmad Abdullah was given the charge of State's administra 

ion and was mado to shoulder responsibility Cae the 
State's Prime Minister for the conduct of governmental affairs. 
Sheikh Abdullah was, however, not entrusted with the actual 
power until Indian forces had occupied the State territory 


beyond Uri and the Tribal¥s had retreated, ' 


He also made it clear to Government of India that 
since Maharaja and his Prime Minister were responsible for the 
massacre of Jammu Muslims, both of them should quit the Office 
A A ie E 1 à 
Êf the Administration was to go on smoothly.” By March, 1948, 4 
Mr. Mehar Chand Mahajan — the then Prime Minister of the 
State — vas removed and Sheikh Abdullah tookover as Prime 
e 4 a at ba ^ 1 9 | 
Minister of the State ea April, 1948, 


he Maharaja of Kashmir who was persuaded by Sardar 


etel and Gopal Swami Ayyandex — the then Home Minister and 


x 
IN 


\ ‘Contd, «A. 


x F, S 


A 
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the Minister of States of India respectively-to abdicate in 
favour of his son in May, 1949, left the State for health 
reasons after entrusting to Yuvraj Karen Toe all powers and 


zunctions in 10 


E 


egard to State by — ol him x a rogent, 
After Maharaja Hari Singh's exit, Sheikh Abdullah and his 
National Conference became unquestioned political power in 


the State, 


Soon after assuming powers, the National Conference 
leadership started accusing the Dogras of Jemmú for 
massacring their Muslins rune 28 Kathua, Udharpur, Riasi 
end Jammu in 1947 without expressing even a word in Ne 
sympethy of Hindus massacred in Mirpur, Bhimber, Rajouri, Kotli 


and other places during that period, 


in October, 1948 Pt, Nehru in a public speech at 
Lal Chowk, Srinagar, reaffirmed "that thex only purpose for 
which the indian army ia, oes the State was to clear 
it of the raiders and that it was India’s cardinal policy that 


the people of State should decide through an impartial 
11 


^ 


plebiscite whether they wanted to accede to India or Pakistan, 


| After getting power, the National Conference Government 
Xesa by Sheikh Abdullah, however, started the process of 
fulfilling its politico-—socio-economic commitments made to the 
people of the State during its freedom struggle as well as 
incorporated in the Naya Kashmir progremme of the party alse, 
As_2-esuli, tke popular Government enacted the most desirable 


c se 


Contde..5 
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Fixity of Tennure to the Tenants in respect of Tenancy 
Holdings; Fixation of the Maximum Rent payable by the 
Tenants to their Landlords; providing for Summary 
Reinstatement of the Tenantás» who had been wrongly ejected, 
Restitution of Mortgaged properties: Relief to the Vistrust 
Debtors. Abolition of Jagirs, Muaffies and Mukararlos, the 
Big | slate sade Abolition Act, 1950 etc, eto. ALl these 
measures had MS ha the economic interests of, Hindus of 
Jammu and cg ely gifecte Nds economy of Jammu regiong which 
further cogapys ated the i between Dogras of Jemmu and 


ae 


tashmir Nationalists of the Valley, 


Moreover, the open and repeated condemnation of the 

Dogra Hindu rule and its rulers in the State, with whom the 
Dogras of Jammu had sentimental attachments, even after the 
establishment of popular Government by the National Conference 
leadership, not only hardened distrust of Jammu masses against 

rem but also caused growing resentment in Jammu. In addition, 
the masses of Jammu complained the step-motherly treatment to 
their region in matter of economic development and deliberate 
denial of sharing of political powers, 12 The politics of the 
State then began to experience a new dimontion — the politics of 
autonomy versus complete integration. The desire of the 
people of J & K for an autonomous State had figured in Kashmir 
politic; long before the State acceded to India in 1947, That 
was why the Maharaja of Kashmir sald to have surrendered only 
Defence, Foreign Affairs and Communications y the Government 


of India and in rest of the spheres he Pn Fe to be gx fias 
and independent, This kind of accession is called eum 
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accession! and it was endorsed by its people through their 
recognised leaders, The Muslims who could oppose it had 
been led to believe that there was a bright, glorious, 
prosperous, promising and safe future for them in going with 


India, 13 


On April 14, 1949, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was, 
however, reported to have given an interview to Michael Davidson - 
end Ward Prince opting for an independent Kashmir as tho best 
solution of the Kashmir problem, He demanded an immediate 
withdrawal of the officers who had so informed the Central 
Government, Pt, Nehru then deputed Mre B.M, Malik — Asstt, 
Director of Indian Intelligence — for an enquiry while 
rejecting the views of those who charged Sheikh Abdullah of 
having supported the accession to India due to the pressure 

à brought upon him by tas attack and not by his sincerity, 
Mr, Mullik reported to Pt, Nehru that "the accession to India 
was not a fortuitous decision brought about by the fear caused 

 ^by the unprovocked invasion of the territory by Pakistan 
raiders, but was based on ideological grounds; and so when 
India was partitioned and Kashmir had to choose between India 


and Pakistan, Sheikh Abdullah would have chosen India, while 


Qu 6X 
insisting on a dedi Status for the Volley, ^ 
4 Sheikh Abdullah, in order to remove the fear of life, 


homour, property and the sence of insecurity about the futuro 
of Muslims of the State and to ensure future security and 
b protection to his co-religionists, publically voiced for 


Yu ^ nT 
limited accession of State to Indias The National Conference 


Contd...7 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


=3 7 fe 


leadership was of the view that "The freedom-loving people of 
Kashmir joined india on the condition that the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir must have a special status and the fullest 
autonomy so that the Muslim majority in the State may feel 
assured that Hindu dominated India was not going to interfere 
in their internal affairs. © Even Pt, Nehru had committed to 
the world and to his own nationg in a broadcast on November 2, 
1947 that the fate of Kashmir was xX ultimately to be decided hk 
by the people of the State, Ô 

Moreovor, in order to give clean administration which 
enjoyed people's confidence, Sheikh Abdullah started pruning 
enti=national elements from the State administration, All 
this necessitated the charges in the State administrative 
set-up, The tronsfers of officials from one place and 
position to the othe t| end placing men of confidence at 
strategic positions. All these matters were vehemently 
opposed by the Hindus population of Jammu, T Besides, Sheikh 
Abdulleh, in a public speech on Martyers Day in Srinagar, once 
again reiterated the people's right of self-determination, He 
added, "Kashmiris only will decide about Kashmir, Self- 
determination is the motto of democracy. We regret that 
Kashmiri people are not given opportunity for self=dotermina- 


tion. 


Hence, Sheikh Abdullah's repeated accusation of 
Docras of Jonmu for massacring Jammu Muslims, his enti-Dogra 
bias; condemning Dogra ruler as alien in the Valley during 


freedom struggle, Quit Kashmir Movement of 1946, which Dogras 


Contd. ..8 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


re 


f 


of Jammu viewed as an attempt to eliminate their influence from 
Kashmir, his relentless advocacy for the principle of self. 
determination for Kashmiris an etc. etc. made National 
Conference not only a suspect in the eyes of Jammu Hindu who 
would have liked Jammu rule Kashmir rather than Vice-versax byt 
further aggrevated the hatdred between Dogras of Jammu and 
Kashmiri Nationalists of the Valley. All the anti-Jammu policies 
of the National Conference were vehemently criticised by the 
Hindus population of Jammu. In the absence of a powerful Hindu 
ruler and in search of security against the majority community 

of the State, the people of Jammu regiony decided to organise 1 
themselves to fight for their own rights and to safeguard their 


e^ 
interest, - Anda and political. 


In short, the strainfand stresses of fast moving 
political events in 1947 and just after, the shift of political 
power from Jammu to Walley, à reaction to the aggressive trends 
in the local Nes orth Fe kashmir, a protest of a region which 
felt politically ignored and condemned not only hardened distrust 
of Jammu masses against Kashmiri Naticnalists end caused growing 
resentment in Jammu but also gave rise to a popular movement in 
Jammu region. Dogra nationalists of Jammu, believing their 
greater security to be within Indian Union, demanded full 
integration of Jammu and Kashmir State with India. Thus, as a 
result of rise of regional nationalism in Jammu, a regional and a 
largely Hindu dominated political party - The All Jammu and Kashmir 


Praja Parishad - came into being in November 1947 on R.S. 19 4 


S 
7 
base with the objective to develop political consciousness 
among the people of Jammu and also to safeguard their regional 
interests against the onslaught of Sheikh Abdullah ang chapynist ic 


20 


ey 43 
attitude of his party. Professor Balraj Modhok, who was born 


/ 
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in 1920 at Skardu in the Ladakh division of the State, taught at 
the Srinagar Dayanand Angle-Vedic College, joined the R.S.S. 

as a youngman, a rallying Joint for R.S.S. activities during 
fighting between India and Pakistan in 1947, was an instrument 
in founding the party.?! He became its first general Secretary 
and Hari Wazir was its first President., Wazir was succeeded by 
Lala Rupchand Nanda. His successor was Pt. Prem Nath Dogra y 
who was born in Jammu in 1883, prematurely retired from State 
service, ex-member of the Jig ies - the first State 


S aA 4 
Legislature - Sarghach of the R.S.S. in the State from the 


2 


tiun BE Lee eebaabionrunbil it^wss.banned- in 194822 and cóntinusd!t 


to be its Pre&ident until it merged with Jana Sangh. 


Although the R.S.S. constituted the backbone of the 
partyy yet prominent leaders representing different sections of 


society also 39x formed its support base. The party also got 


4 


support from the expropriated landlords, who had lost their big- 
land estates without compensation and other communities of Jammu 
region who regarded the National Conference as anti-Dogra and 
anti-Maharaja.29 There were then two main sections in the party. 
One section serving the cause of nationalism consisted of Roop 
Lal Nanda, Shiv Ram, Chatru Ram Dogra, Hari Wazir, Shri Bachan 
Singh Panchi, Sheikh Abdul Rehman, Madan Lal, Hakikat Singh, 
Dhanwanter Singh etc. The other serving the cause of Hinduism 
were Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, Rishi Kumar Kaushal, Shri Bhagwat 
Swaroop, Th. Baldev Singh, Dr. O.P. Mengi, Milkhi Ram, Durga Dass 


Verma, Balraj Madhok, Dr Ved Parkash Gupta, Sham Lal Sharma etc." 


The party believed in the ideology of Akand Bharat and 


supported a strong unitary state of India. It regarded that the 
Instrument of Accession signed by the Maharaja of Jammu and och 
Í 
Ju 
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and Governor -General of India (Y way back in October, 1947 was 
final, complete, legally valid and beyond question.2> The party, 


as 
therefore, oF the view that Kashmir in its entirety belonged to 


9 seeking Security in the gela of the Maharaja as a 
constitutional head of the State, the party outrightly rejected 
the limited accession of the State with Indian dominion. The 
party then Sut rightly rejected the adoption of Article 370 of the 
Constitutional of India, which conferred a special status on the 
State and granted permission to the State to have its own 
constitution. The party demanded the application of the 
Constitution of India on the State in its entirety. It, therefore, 
Sponsored a Homer for abrogation of Article 370 of the indian 
Constitution believing that the erosion of the Special Status to 
the State would eventually lead to the transfer of power from 
Srinagar to Delhi which would reduce the former's capacity to 


dominate over Jammu. 


The All Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad, thus, became not 
only the Principal Opposition Party of Jammu region, the local 
instrument of its protest but also a party to spearhead the 


integrationist movement at the regional level. 
(ng 


Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was totally against the full 
Ll 
application of the India Constitution es Jammu ang Kashmir. In 


order to counter the All J & k Praja Parishad he declareg"é 


"If there is no special status for Kashmir in indian 


Constitution, how can we go to Muslims in Kashmir ang E>. 


; Contd...) 
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» 
convince them that India does not interefer/ in the 
internal affairs of kashmir.... We have acceded to 
India in regard to defence, foreign affairs and 
communications and not in respect of other subjects 

A tre 
because we wanted es kind of autonomy for ourselves 


in internal matters." 


“hen the Security Council of United Nations organisation, 


to whom the question of Pakistan's aggression on kashmir was 


tj 


referred, found itself incapable of arriving at a decision in 
them S2 A63 

the near future, the people of the State were left to 
to find ways and means to put an end to the agony and uncertainty xk 
to which they were then placed. Even Sir Owen Dixion's report was 
against the very objective on which the people of J 8 K State 
reposed faith in U.N.O. Vc in order to put an end the State 
of uncertanity, wait and see, frustration and agony and fully 
recognising the right of self determination of the people of the 

. State, the General Council of the All J & K National Conference 
issued a mandate to the Supreme National Executive of the party 
on October 27, 1950 to convene Ene Constituent Assembly based 
upon adult suffrage and embracing all Section; of the people and 
all constituents of the State for the purpose of determining the 


future shape and affiliations of the State of J € K.27 


The All J S Praja Parishad and the All J & K Sahayak 
CAKK Cres "nu 
€ sabha cei iso and condemned such a move when all the political j 
parties of the State had already given a unanimous verdit for its 
accession to Indian Union. They regarded it another move for an 


"Independent Kashmir’. Z 


> the ot her hand, in order to prove the plebisiita in $ 2 
* Kashmir oc und in the light of democratic set-up, Govt, of 


i ^ / | 
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India too agreed with the All J & K National Conference to 
convene its Constituent Assembly for framing its own Constitution 
which was thought to be the irst important landmark towards 
making Jammu 8 Kashmir an autonomous State. It was also in 
consonance with the proyramme of Naya Kashmir DA which the 


National Conference was committed to implement «2? 


The Working Committee of the All J 8 K Praja Parishad 

unanimously passed a resolution o: March 10, 1951 praying the 
Um 
Govt. of India to delete Article 370 xal this Constitution of 
india and requested the Government of Jammu and Kashmir to at 
A mea 

recommend its deletion. The Parishad leaders also denonst sakea it 
by organising protests, hartals and public meetings that they 
were not at the back of this sinister move of separation of the 


State from Indian Union rather they openly opposed it 29 


Meanwhile Yuvraj Karan Singh, the Regent of Jammu and 
Kashmir State and the son of His Highness Hari Singh = the last 
mere Maharaja - issued a proclamation for the convening of the 


ACEO AE 
oense kuče Assembly on April 30, 1951.9 


The All J & K Praja 
Parishad, which had previously criticised the convening of 
Constit uent Assembly to draft a separate constitution for the 
State, at its Working Committee meeting on May 8, 1951 decided e 
to contest the election and demanded representation in 
Delimitation Committee, which was consisted of Mr. Justice M.A. di 
Shahmiri - a Judge of the J & & High Court = and four other 
members Of the rank of Dy. Commissioners from Revenue Depart ment . 
Soon after its leadership charged the National Conference and er 
Government of malafide tactics, number Of irregularities and 
dubious methods in Jammu elections. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra Ue ks 


Contd...13 y- 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri Í 


President of the party in a press release at Delhi on October 


) 
6, 1951 mentioned the following melafide tactics used by the 


Government i= 


i) Not holding elections in the provinces of Kashmir and 


Jammu simultaneously; 


ii) Irregular Delimitation; 

iii) No general seat in three constituencies; 

iv) Out of the O stations; 

v) 4L out of 65 nominations of Praja Parishad candidates 


being rejected on the most flimsy grounds; 


vi) Favour towards the National Conference candidates; and 


vii) official interference ."33 


He also met Mre Gopala Swami Ayyanger, the then 


Minister of States, and reported about allthese irregularities 


1 
and mages Lovins suggest ion’? :- 


i) To hold an independent, judicial inquiry into the 
rejection of the nomination papers of the Praja 
Parishad candidates in all the 27 constituencies from 


where it had originally put up its candidates; 


ii) To appoint 3 some Supreme Court Judge% to conduct the 


ne 


elections in Jammu, to assure pxajexk perfect ANRRIK ÍA ik y 


impartiality; and 


iii) To prevent Government sebvants from working for 


candidates of any party in the State. 
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The General Secretary 0f All J 8 K Praja Parishad in a 
letter to State Election Commission dated December 5, 1951 made 
the similar complaints." The party's Working Committee inet on 
September, 1951 in Jammu and adopted a resolution, giving an 
ultimatum to the Government to set right the deliberate 
rejections of Party's candidates uptil september 27, 1951 Boon, 
failing MARRE might go to the extent of boycotting the 

1 elections. o ultimately in a telegram to Prime 
Minister of India on October 12, 1951 boycotted the election under 
1 protest. The gonst euen Assembly, therefore, consisting of 75 


National Conference mominees as its members e 


(? 


ote 
Meanwhile a fewkxxx Pro-parishad students staged a 
demonstration and registered a protest psico ca hosting(the 
National Conferences flag in a function held in G,G.i4, Science 


7 


College on January 5, 1952." This led the arrest, of Pt. Prem 


Nath Dogra and other parishad jose posa e Ladakh’ 
i Kushak Bakula said,.... "Kashmir Valley might in case of a U.N. 
(| plebiscite, choose to opt for Pakistan. In that cese... there 
: can be no question of Ladakh being dragged into Pakistan»... 
fh Ladakh... would sooner join up 2h Tibet 19 He further 
suggested.....the break up of the present territories of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir into Kashmir valley, Jammu and Ladakh- 
with the, first continuing its present status and the latter two 
1 according, t ) Bharat as directly and fully as any other constituenc 
y of our federation, seeus the only way out of the perplexities of y 


the people of Jammu and Ladakh.>” 


On the other hand Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg, the then 
goal omen MEE the Basic Principles Committee declared in the 


ES y on March 24, 1952 that the State of Jammu and $ 
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Kashmir would be an autonomous Republic within the Indian Union/\ 
with a separate president, ue cipe Judiciary, Regional 

Aut onomy and a separate citizenship. © Beg's statement was ez 
deeply resented not only in Jammu and Ladakh but throughout India 
and it created serious apprehension about the credibility of the 
National Conference leadership. Mr. Durga Das Verma, the then 
General Secretary of the Praja Parishad said, "We have decided k | 
to pool all resources to fight against the dangerous designs of 

the party in power which wants to make the State a sovereign 1 
Republic ets L 

Mre N.G. Ayyanger, the then Minister of States of India, 


i | 
who visited Jammu in April 1952 to study the situation and to cool, | 


passions, advised the framer of the State Constitution to be f 1 
f practical and not led by shibboleths and theocratic ideas and E 
rather display a measure of political wisdom, 2 At h&a—this 20 |j] 
instance the Parishad leaders were released. As a result the 
National Conference leadership in,general and Sheikh Mohammad | 


| pre this as 43 E 
Abdullah in particular f Sel ee intervention. 


Ihe subsequent political developments, activities and utterances 
of even some of the top National Conference leadership had ` 
ERRE encouraged the disruptive forces to make a fresh attempts to | 
disintegrate the State. Sheikh Abdullah was said to be drifting 
away from the rest of India and even Jammu and Ladakh regions. In 
. a sensational speech on April 10, 1952 at R.S. Pura Sheikh | 
. Mohammad Abdullah, while referring to 'unrealistic, childish and 


P Yo Gon 1 
fA " arguments for full application of the Uhion Constitution 


¡ tothe State, he said : / 
A "No one can deny that the Communal spirit still exists : D 
4 / 
orgy in India. Nany Kashmiris are apprehensive as to what will 
HAS. f 
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happen$ to them and their position if, for instance, 
something happens to Pt. Nehru....As realistj, we, c 
0 Kashmiris have to provide for all eventualities. If a 
special status for Kashmir was not granted in Indian 
Constitit ion, how can we convince the Muslims in 
Kashmir that India does not interfer in the internal 
affairs of Kashmir? We have acceded to India in regard 
to defence, foreign affairs, and communications in 
order to ensure a sort of internal autonomy....If our 
right to shape our own destiny is challenged and if 
there is a resurgence of communalism in India, how are 
we to convince the Muslims of Kashmir that India does 
not intend to swallow up Kashmir.....Such developments 
might lead to a break in the accession of Kashmir to 


India.^4 


He repeatedly assured his people in Kashmir that he had PS: 


never surrendered to Muslim communalism of Pakistan and would . 
never surrender to Hindu Communalism of India. 121 


He further said : 


"If Jammu and Ladakh so desire they can integrate with ' 


y 
India and leave Valley free to have a limited | 
_ 46 | 7 
accession. j 
| 
In another speech on April 18, 1952, while addressing a Eh 
"P mammoth public meeting at Hazratbal, he said that Kashmiris in E. 


no way were prepared to renounce their cherished ideology in 
& furtherance of which they had affored blood and sweat during the 


two decades. He further added that hashmir hag acceded to India 
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in respect of only three subjects - Defence, External Affairs 
and Communications and that they enjoyed complete freedom in their 
internal affairs and had the right to shape their destiny 
according to the wishes of the peoples” In another speech at 
Hazaratbal on April 25, 1952 he, while discussing Indo-kashmir 
relations, pointed out that the whole world was aware of their 
policy that the Consembly would decide three important issues - 
framing of Constitution, the future of the ruling dynasty and 


the accession of the State ^9 


These speeches caused an uproar in some parts of the 
State and the Indian pres; and the public opinion was also much 
agitated. Meanwhile the Constituent Assembly unanimously passed 
a resolution adopting a flag for the State replacing the Dogra 
flag on June 7, 1952. it also restricted the use of Union flag TA 
to formal occasion. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra in a statement said " 
that the decision of the Constituent Assembly was narrow sighted 
and ill-conceived and reflected one party's ideology, that solely 
comprised the Kashmir fonsempiye He further added that the 
provocative decision of rue. e Assembly had caused deep E 
resentment throughout and particularly in the province of Jammu ^? 
On the Other hand an Serin report recommending the abolition of 


hereditary monarch and the elected head of the state was 


presented to the Consembly by the basic principles committee on 


| June 10, 1952 and it was unanimously adopted on June 12, 19528! 
| [ hile condemning such decisions the Praja Parishad leaders getredd th 
iy ted out that the people of Jammu were being made to ery for self- > 


determination, and that the will of the kashmir Valley people 


could not be forced on the people living outside 14.2 


nr 4 
In a 22-point femorandum submitted to the then President A 
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* Prem Nath Dogra = the President of the All J&K 


had made it Clear that National Conference wanted a very loose w 
relationship and not full accession like Other Part tg! States .93 

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra then left Delhi to meet Pt. J.L. Nehru to 
appraise him the Dew situation created in the State,94 A 


a 
cpmpaign Was then started throughout Jammu province to get 5 lacs 


India. 

Shri Amar Kshat riya Prantik Sabha, Jammu also resented 10 ' 
these decisions and passed resolutions against them, the copies £ 
Of which were sent to the plembbrs, of Government of India.” The ns 
telegrams based upon the resolutions were also sent to the Prime 2 
Minister of India, Dr Katju, N. Gopalaswamy Ayyanger, Yuvraj sal 


Karan Singh and other top leaders of political parties of India. 57 


| 
he Í 
separate head of the State lise. S-I-R), a Separate flag for J 4 K j 


ke E ugs. L 
State because these would encourage fissiparous temdences, by 
f 


keeping alive a feeling Of Separatism which would endanger future f 
1 
safety and Security of India. Tie party, therefore, considered 
ted, “Eh 
. essential that the State shoulg be brought fully under the 
ints yrd 


Constitution of India.  'EK Desh Mein do Vidhan = In one country k} 


[T3 


two constitutions; Ek Desh Mein Do Nishan = In one country two 


flags 
flags; Ek Desh Mein Do Pradhan - In one Country two Presidents | 

í e 
Nahin Challengay Nahin Challengay . will not be tolerated..." 

Pecame the battle cry of the party,98 én 


J y , » y 
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The State Constituent Assembly, however, could not get 


relly ra E fh 
# the EE the accession which Sheikh Abdullah thought x 
U 
4 
y 


was impolitic and inexpedient....without getting a prior 
reciprocal approval for the State's special status within the 
Indian Union which he felt was necessary to ensure the safety, 


he 
security and well being of its Muslim Majority.” 


In order to resolve the differences between the Centre 
and the State an official deputation of Kashmiri leaders was 
summoned by Centre on June 12, 1952 which arrived on June 17, 
1952 and held a series of discussions with the Government in. 
order to resolve the constitutional dead lock. Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah also joined them on July 17, 1952. Preliminary 
discussions were held from ig) £8 20 June, 1952, between the 


Government of India and Kashmiri delegation headed by Mr. M.A. 


Beg. A further discussion took place between Pt. Nehru and ne 
Sheikh Abdullah from July 16 to July 27, 1952. All this 2s 
resulted in Delhi Agreement, 1952.89 n 
T A Dhis agreement India agreed and reiterated its solemn T 


pledge to give the State a special status in its constitution. 
This would guarantee complete internal autonomy to the State. 

The hereditary ruler was to be replaced by an elected head of the 
State. The fundamental rights incorporeted in the Indian 


Constitution were to be applied to the State, subject to the 


provision that they would not disturb the programme of land 
reforms. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was to be limited, 4 
as regards the State, to inter-state disputes, fundamental rights 
and to matters of defence, foreign affairs end communications. 

The Union Government agreed to the State's retaining its own flag, 


but insisted that the supremacy of the National flag should be 


iB 


N 
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recognised. The power to reprieve or commute death sentences 


would belong to the President of India.9l 


The Praja Parishad was of the view that Nehru-Sheikh 
Accord (Delhi Agreement of 1950) was another surrender at the 
i alter of communal iris IERE and separatism of Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah, a fraud on Indian people and an attack on 
Indian Constitution. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra declared that parish 


Paro? . Jwoula launch a satyagrah if the Agreement was enforced. ^ 


On the other hand the inhabitants of Doda district too 
being much agitated and emphasized that as they had peculiar 
local problems and historically, geographically and culturally 
were quite different from their neighbouring unit, they could not 
in any way be attached with the cultural unit of Jammu. While 
stressing that they must be given the status of a separate h 
cultural unit, they demanded the State to be divided into as many 
as five cultural units - Kashmir, Jammu, Poonch, Rajoüri, Ladakh, 
and Doda - in the future constitutional set-up of the State. 

Each such unit legally having equal status would enjoy autonomy 


in the conduct of their internal affairs including maintenance of 
63 


w 


law and order within their own limits. 


There was a deep resentment in Ladakh also and events had , 
taken somewhat similar turn as in Jammu.  Kushak Bakula, the head 
Lama, voiced the feelings of the people of Ladakh when he 
declared that in the event of Kashmir drifting away from India, 
the Ladakhis would break their connection with the State and merge 


with the Indian Union.9? ‘ 


On the other hand the valley too was not calm. An 


opposition group Awami Conference under the leadership of Kh. Umar 
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Bhat was allowed to come into existence within the ranks of 
National Conference. Pro=Pak elements were also encouraged by 
happenings in Jammu and they demanded secession. The Nationalist 
group demanded maximum autonomy for the State. Regional 
sentiment helped to fragment popular discontent and regional 


tension brought the regional cordiality to an eng, 9^ 


Criticising the Agreement in the Parliament Dr Shyama 
Prasad Mukerjee advocated Kashmir's complete integeration with 


India or alternatively self-determination for Jammu and Ladakh. 


Neither the Government of J 8 K ie the Government of 
India paid any heed to the Praja Parishad Demands .Ón the Other 
hand Sheikh Abdullah at once gave effect to those provisions 
of Agreement of 1952 which symbolised the separation of the State 
from India. But no further action was taken by the State 
Government with regard to its other provisions particularly the 
transfer of Centrol kof the State telegraph and telephone 
Ñ departments to cent re financial integration, application of 
fundamental rights, extension of jurisdiction of Supreme Court 
of India to the State. Sheikh Abdullah was, therefore, accused 
of ignoring those provisions of agreement which confirmed 


Kashmiri's ties with India.96 


eA 
The people of Jammu had,number of grievances against the 


then State Government. These were as unde?” :- 


aS) The Prime Minister of Kasnmir, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah , 
2 was an absolute stranger, a communal Valley based 1 
g eader 


who had "failed to win the confidence of the people of 


Jammu." 
2) He (the Sheikh) wielded unrestricted powers with 
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arrogance and that his administration was reflection of 


administrative corruption and political high-handedness 


which "began to percolate outside the State." 


3) The special status given to Jammu and Kashmir State under 
Article 370 of the Indian Constitution kept under 
temporary provision was not acceptable to the Sheikh 
without giving the Article a permanent place in the said 
Constitution. But it was not accepted in the light of 
the fact of the limited accession of the State. Article 
became an anathema to the hake of Jammu who began to 


seek its abrogation from its very birth. 


4) The Jammu Hindus also charged the people's Government 
with the allegation that the money flooded into the 


State from the Centre was utilized in the development 


r 
of the Valley and very little was spent in Jammu. | 
5) His demand for independent Kashmir was also a reaction A 
to growing Hindu chauvinism in India and Jammu. à 
AY 
6) Sheikh Abdullah was characterised as a rapid communist 3 
even by Nehru. 
"Communism was a disease with him and he would never E: 
get rid of it, and his entire outlook and behaviour ; 
was based on the fact that Kashmir Valley had a Muslim 
majority." 
Y 
73, Valley based leadership had always remained a frog in 


the well with its narrow local nationalistic outlook, 


It could not extend its influence to other parts of the 


- 


State. It had generated regionalism in all the three 


S Comtd...23 
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compensation was paid. Besides, when the law was put/ 
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units of the State, Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh and as 

such it failed to democratise the political structure 

of the State, safeguardg the rights of the people th 
therein as well as ensuring impartial administration of 


justice and guarantee% them some sort of aut onomy e 


By the New Kashmir Plan of planned economy» the people 
of Jammu and the Kashmiri Pandits were "the hardest- 
hit materially as well as psychologically by Sheikh 
Abdullah's Plan." 


Under New Kashmir scheme of abolition of landlordism by 
giving land to tillers and of forming cooperative 
associations, the Sheikh's Government first abolished 
the landlordism in April, 1948 « On July 13, 1950 the 
Government introduced land reforms in the entire State. 
The abolition of Big Landed Estates Act, 1950 made 24 
individual holding of more than 182 kanals illegal. The 
landlord was not allowed to keep more than 160 kanals of e 
agriculture ares 6 kanals of land for vegetable gardens, 
4 kanals on residential site and 10 kanals of orchards. 
The rest of the land was to be transferred to the actual 
tiller with propriet pry rights- The abolition of the ? 


landlordism was done without compensation. 


The main complaint of the minorities was that majority 


of the landlords and the Sahukars were € 
4 


operation, it was found that most of the dist ribut ayl? 
3 AE , 
land had already been ye to non-deserving pegp^e* 


Thus one of the reasons for resentment among the Hindus 


cont 
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against the Government was the abolition of landlordism done with 


the spirit of communali sm. 


10) 


11) 


12) 


It was also said that in spite of the generous flow of 
money into the State from the Government of India, the 
State had not been registering an adve, ce in its 
economic growth with the result that due to constant 
strains and pressures, the Government found itself 
incapable of tackling issues, Its net result was 


discontent and crisis, 


The Jammu people, it has been said, were deprived 
politically and economically. They were denied their 
due share either in the power structure or in the | 
economic reforms. As a deprived section, all the 
Hindus were concentrated in Jammu province which peca 


the centre of protest, € 


The demand for plebiscite vbiced by the Sheikh in his 
public spegches, as promised by the Government of India 
and according to the United Nations' Resolution, was c 
feared by the people in Jammu ane Ladakh, ime very t 
idea of plebiscite heng like. tbe, sword o£ flenosies over 
their heads, They feared that the plebiscite, if 
allowed, would be in favour of Pakistan which they woul¢ 
at no cost agree to accept, The transfer of power from, 
Jammu based Dogra House to the Valley based National 
Conference, neata by the Sheikh, and his majority of 
coreligionists tough democratically constituted could, 
never be tolerated by the Hindus of Jammu Province who | 


used to be always loyal to their ruler, They saw in 
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the new shift a reversed regional power imbalance 

LL 
which generated in them a psychological vacfum to be 
filed only when the Sheikh could be removed, 


The above factors vere the root cause of the turmoil 
which distrubed the Jammu Province from the very 
beginning since in the parliamentary democracy, the 

rule of the majority prevails, It naturally went in 
favour of the Muslim majority population of the State 
which the Hindus had been fearing from the very 
beginning of the freedom struggle. In order to regain ? 
their erstwhile position now under the patronage and Y 
with the support of Hindus, India and also tho Centrel 
Government, the Jammu people began, on Xkw one or the 
other pretext, to protest against what they called the 
Muslim dominance and tyranny. For this purpose they 
adopted the course of Hindu Chauvinism in the State, 
They, in fact, generated the regionalism in the State, 
The State after 1947 was faced with regional tensions 
which was the cause of secessionism in the Valley, c 
Both these trends, the Hindu chauvinism and the Muslim : 
sen ting ots which manifested "mutual adjustment" and 


form’ a process of commulative chain reections, 


In his interview toDavidson, the Sheikh advocated for ! 
an Independent Kashmir. "And, thanks to our Prime " 
Minister, the Constituent Assembly, has already made 1 
Kashmir Independent through Article 370, which gives * 
all powers regarding the State of Jammu and Kashmir to E 


the Constituent Assembly of the State and the present * 
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cabinet and the President of Indian Republic will have 


no powers at all." 


The Shekkh had declared July 13 as the offici al 
"Martyrs Day" all over the State, which the Hindus 
could never accept as such because for them " the 
Mohammadan agitation in Kashmir could not have 
flourished in the State and there would have been no 
Muslim Conference which was later named the "National 
Conference", led by Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, who 
continues to be even today the Communist leader that 


he was in July, 1931." 


16) The condition of the minorities in Kashmir was $5 ha 


petter, if not worse, than that is Pakistan; only the 


e methods omployed were much more ppintster 
3 pubes 
17) The minority community had been deprived of all their 


professions Or jobs or sources of income under one 
pretext or the other end everything was done in the 


namo of New Kashmir, 


18) As regards the Government services, the Sheikh's 
administration had totaliy changed the cri tbelon of 
merit and efficiency required for the appointment and/ 
new promotions and appointments RAS been made 


indiscriminately without any cri tprion. 


19) As regards the land, the share of landlords in the 
produce had been reduced from one half to one-fourth. 
But this too was not allowed to be given to landlords 
of the minority communi ty by National Conference 


workers. Even those Hindu landlords who used to 
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cultivate their lands themselves were no longer 
hllowed to do it, Many fruit gardens belonging to 
minority community were brought to the ground, This 


led a large population to starvation and then to death. 


20) As regards trade, since most of the important ; 
commodities had been converted into State monopolies 
and under control and those few things that were not 
under control could be freely imported to Jammu from 
where under system of priorities ihdlfienbers of the 
majority community could have permits very easily and 
only those Hindus could get permits who became a 
party to machinations of those who ran the entire 
supplies and transport departments, Also under the 
system of nationalised transport only those Hindus 
could get their goods transported who could manage 


things with powers that be, 


In this context the All J & K Praja (art shed had, 
He 
however, adopted following eight-point programme for the 


acceptance otherwise they were to perform satyagrahd8 t— 


ts Full integration of the State into the Indian Union; ^ 


22 If there was to be a limited accession of Kashmir $ 


then Jammu and Ladakh should be permitted to integrate ' 


fully; 
3. The Indian Constitution to be applied to the State in 
full; 
* . s e 
4, the Supreme Court of India to have a full juri ddiction; 
5. The Constituent Assembly to be re-elected in fair 
. ) 
Contd. ». <2 8 E 
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election; 


The custom barriers between Kashmir and India to be 


eliminated; 


Te Zashmir to adhere to the same The State, Central and 
concurrent lists of subjects as the other Indian States; 


and 


8, The charges of curruption against the State regime to 
be investigated by an imparti al Tribunal." 


Pt, Prem Nath Dogra and Dr S,P. Mukerjee met at 
Jullunder during Punjab Jana Sangh session on November 8, 1952 
and discussed the plan for the Setyagrah. Pts Prem Nath Dogra 
and Pt, Sham Lal Sharma were, however, arrested on November 21, 


1052 and the agitation started with following demands®? z- 


| Ace 
(a) To settle the issue of accession one for all without 


further leaving it to uncertoin future; 


LS 
(b) To make it certain as to when the Pak-held Kashmir wes 
liberated; 
(c) To clearly and categorically set the constitutional 


relationship between the State end the Centre with a 
X view to ensurá, thd oneness of India at all costs and /) 
as such, the right of citizenship, jurisdiction of f 
Supreme Court end of the functions of High Court, 
power of the President, National Planning and 
financial integration axe give a finel shape in the 


relationships; and 
(à) To investigate by appointing an impartial commission 


contd. ae 229 
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the grievances of the people of Jammu regarding their 
economic advencement, employment, rehabilitation, 


division of border districts on communal lines," 


Satyegrah was organised on the issues that Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah minimised the State in the name of 


— adn 


secularism, that there was utilitarianism in the name of 
democracy; that Civil liberties had been crushed; that efforts 
were being made for carving an independent Kashmir; that Delhi 
was a betrayal and that situation was developing into such a 
direction as would elevate the State to the status of a 
sovereign State, with its independence guaranteed by the 
beople's Republic of China and the USSR, besides India and 


Pakistan, ^ 


The other issues raised up against Sheikh Abdubbah 
related to the gerimendering of Hindu majority areas for 
election purposes; making Urdu compulsory sub ject for all, 
distribution of key posts among Muslims and sacrificing the 
interests of non-Muslims. The Sheikh Abdullah was; therefore, 
charged with anti-national tendencies, taking away Kashmir from 
india Even one of his cabinet Ministers Sham Lal Saraft was 
encouraged to oppose Sheikh Abdulleh for his making highly 
inflamable public speeches and for authoritarian attitude in 
the Cabinet, He resigned from the Cabinet saying that "I hold 
my post as a trust from the people, especially the minori ty 
communities, to which 1 happen to belong, and it becomes my 


duty not to betray this trust at a moment of crisis, "^ 


The movement soon assumeó, serious proportions and 
its repercussions were felt outside the State also. Anti- 
Kashmir feelings in Jammu developed anti-Muslims overtoness 


while enti-Janmu reactions in the Valley tented to become 
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enti-Hindu and hostile to rest of the country. By December, 
| 1952, the whole of Janmu province was ablaze. The agitation had 
p assumed {ito formidable dimen tions, The agitators were met with 
— qae—— 
arrests and punish-ments, the Praja parishad had full moral 
and material sympathy and support from Hindus all over the 
country, It had unflinching support of national parties like 
Jana Sangh, Ram Rajya Parishad, Hindu Meha Sabha and Akali Dal. 
The leaders of these parties even courted arrests in support of 
Praja Parishad's protest in Jammu, 3. The Kashmir Nationalists 
and autonomists were of tho view that the Praja Parishad 
agitation was basically an emotionally oriented disgruntlement th 
against the Valley based leadership in the State. They pointed 
out. that from the very beginning of their freedom struggle, the 


Kashmiri leaders had never received an open minded and 


voluntary offered hand of cooperation from the Jammu Hindus. e 
[| me Jammu Hindu mind was dosis with the fear of Muslim 

majority in tho event of amem rulo was over, This obsession 

had never permitted them to accept the realities of timo, They 3 

could not tolerate to see State Government headed by Sheikh a 

ee whom they considered the archenemy of the Bogra ruler, z 


The parishad agitation was, therefore, essentially anti-Kashnmiri, 
enti-Muslim and anti-autonomous in its nature, Character, aims 
and ob jectienes.“ The Kashmiri leadership said that the 
agitation was politically a regionally oriented aspiration for 
the attainment of an identity separate and distinct from that oF | 
Kashmiri identity, and at the same time, not having any is 
appreciation for composite nationalism, a characteristic 

feature of india eacutas polity, They added that the 

separatist objective of the agitation was evident in its 


NN 
declaration to put en end to Sheikh Abdullah and other vorkers 
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of the National Conference, ‘ve shall sack their blood, We 

will root out this Government and send them to Kashmir. We do b 
not like this Raj, 79 Dr S,P, Mukerji, the then President of 
Bhartiya Jana Sangh, entered into a long correspondence with 

Pt, Nehru and Sheikh Mohammad Abdulldh but nothing substantial 


Came out, 


It was during these days that Dr S.P, Mukerjee was 
authorised by his Jana Sangh Party either to seek redressing of £n 


the grievences of the Jammu people or to launch a Satyagrah in 


India in support of the Praja Parishad agitation, O A 
^w 
In his presidential address at tho Kanpur session of tht 
Jana Sangh Dr S.P, Mukerjee seid :— 
ui ue 
" o... We are often told that if there is any Kirno £ 


pressure for the application of the Indian Constitution to Jammu sd 


and Kashmir, the Muslim of Kashmir valley may break away from & 
ANA UM RE 
Indi a, this * i totally unintelligible. If our 


yf 


constitution had been-so devised as to make Muslims feel nervous | 
about their future fate or about possibility of their receiving | 
equel treatment, one Could have understood the force of the oo e 
argument, When, however, that is not so, what cen possiblj be AS 
the ground for this hesitation?%.... Let me repeat and state | 


categorically that 1 do not want Jammu and Kashmir to be 


TE 
partitioned, But if Sheikh Abdullah is adament, Jammu and 
ee tet 
Ladakh must not be sacrified but Kashmir Valley may be a ? 
separate State within Indian Union receiving all the necessary 
: : » 


subvention and being treated constitutionally in such a manner 
E s 


as Sheikh Abdullah and his advisors may wi sh forn AME 


Contd. .o. 32 
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Finally, Dr S.P. Mukerjee in his letter to Pt, Nehru 
on February 17, 1953, which he had written to him in reply of Ml: 
A letter dated February 15, 1953, offered the following 10-point 
fomula ® for his consideration as first step for the 
withdrawal of Parishad agitation t= 


29 
"da The movement is withdrawn. 
3 
Qs Order for the release of Prisoners is given and there 
will be no victimisation. cc 
3. You end Sheikh Abdullah call a conference, say, after e 
a fortnight where all political and constitutional »f 
matters are discussed with en open mind. 
A. Both parties reiterate that the unity of the State of 
38 K will be maintained and that the principle of d 


autonomy will apply to the province of Jammu es a wholes 


and of course also to Ladakh and Kashmir Valley. h 


De The new constitution to come into force as soon 28 
possible and elections to take place vi thin, say, Six 


months, 


Ge Question of flag ís to be clarified and India/flag 
should be in use/every day just as in done in all other 


parts of India. 


Te Implementation of the July agreement will be made at 
the next session of J 2 X GmnzikXukkum Constituent 
Assembly after the issues left vague have been properlY 
clarified, IN respect of fundamental rights, 
citizenship, supreme court, president's powers, 


financial integration» conduct of elections, 
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provisions of the indian Constitution will apply. 


Exception, however, may be made with regard to 


conditions for acquisition of land, 


The terms of reference of the commission of enquiry. 
will be widened and all grievances vill be examined 

by it. 

9, The Commission now includes 4 persons, Chief Justice, 
Accountant General, Chief Conservator of Forests and 
Revenue Commissioner, The last three gentlemen are | 
administrative officers under J 2 K State and they can 4 
hardly inspire confidence., The Commission should be 


reconstituted vith 2 judges from India a Ne the Chiof 


( Justice of J & K so that its inppetbebeity/ and y 
representative characters may not be questioned, 
10, Regarding finality of accession and other political id 
matters, the Conference will consider these points fe / 
every aspect and agreement sought to be reached which | È 
will be Bite best interestsof India including J & Lf y 


+ 1 


Pt, Nehru, however, did not respond to Muker jee' s ; 


o enetáicer to withdraw the agitation. The Parishad agitation "Pe. 
$ ^ re 
growing in its intensity. There was a danger of the movere 
^o in 
erupting into violence, In order to prevent it Dr S,p" A 
MZ. ? nli, er 
Mukerjee deputed Mr, Trived aos; co shpat Oe to Jammu to exer. ^ 
y t 
influence to prevent this. But they were refused permissio y 
Í e 
to enter Jammu and Kashmir,  Mookerjee, therefore, decided t 
E. 
to Jamu himself without applying for a permit, He pointed A j 
à 


"Mr, Nehru has sepeatedly declared that the accession of th) 


State of Jammu and Kashmir has been hundred percent comple: 
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YeX-t5 is strange to find that one cannot enter the State 

without a previous permit from the Government of India. The $ 
permit is even granted to communists who are playing their 
usual role in Jammu and Kashmir, but entry is barred to those 
who think or act in terms of Indian Unity and nationhood, I 

do not think that the Government of India is entitled to 

prevent entry into any part of the Indian Union which, according 
to Mr, Nehru himself, includes Jammu & Kashmir of course, if 
anyone violates the law after entering any State, he will have 


to face the consequences," > 


Dr S,P, Mukerjee,alongwith U,M, Trivedi the then M,P, a 
and Vaid Guru Dutt left Delhi for Jammu on May 8, 1953, On May 
10, 1953 when they were passing through Punjab enroute to Jammu 
"ukerjee received a message from Sheikh Abdullah saying his 
visit to Jammu would be inopportune, Nonetheless they proceeded 


and the moment they crossed the Ravi River at Madhopur at 4 p.m. 


on May 11, 1953 they were aszested under public Safety Act and ( 
Mukerjee placed under house arrest at Srinagar?” His arrest 1 
had added fuel to the fire, The agitation took such a serious 

turn that it almost paralysed the entire State apparatus. - 


Almost every part of Jammu region, from city to was m 
NSE 


virbrant with mass upsurge. Chamb, R,S, Pura, Simdexbent , LI 
Samba, Akhnoor, Jourian, Kishtwar, Hiranagar, Udhampur, Basohll, Y 
Reasi etc, were places where people were killed and injured by th 
firing. Lathi Charges on processions had become a normal de 
feature of lito, 9' Since the agitation had attracted popular. 

support of almost all non-Muslims from every part of India, it ac 
had shattered the Sheikh's faith in Indian secularism, He 
advised the people of Kashmir not to got upset ovor the | 
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agitation of the — forces in Jamu He 


said 1. 


"Xe faced and weathered meny storms and were successful 
and we shall weather this storm as well. When the 
people of Kashmir had met the challenge of the Muslim 
League and Muslim National Guards, they would not be 
afraid of the challenge of the Praja Parishad and other 
commun alists, who were really the "Muslim National 


Guards! in Hindu Garb," 


In his public speechs Sheikh Abdullah warned India of | 


grave consequences aF tho Hindu communalism was permitted to 
consinee its virus against Muslims, This attitude of Sheikh / 
AsnXxiKmksmxéxmüxwas Abdullah was not liked by the Indian leadert 
Even Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was sont to Kashmir to persuade 
him to be moderate in his critisam of Hindus and not to take dh 


matter to the extereme, 


Mukerjee fell ill shortly after his arrivol at ~ 
Srinagar inpustody. He complained of pain in his right leg 1% 
late May, 1953. He developed y fever and chest pain which wai 
diagnosed ‘dry pleurisy’ on June - 22, 1953, He was removed td 
the cottage to the State Hospitel in Srinagar, At 3, 40 mms t 
June 23, 1953 he got sudden heart attack and died. As a rest» 


of his sudden death the whole of North India was plunged in E 
profound grief and submerged by a kind of anti-Nehru and enti B 
Sheikh wave. Praja Parishad refused to believe that death 
occurred in natural circumstances, It was described as A 
in mysterious ci rcuistances. ^ The rumblings of similar | F 


reactions were also hcard in the Frontier district of Lad: 


Cont j 
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i 
Mukerjee's death and the circumstances surrounding o 


it, had given rise to many rumors that he was murdered or that 
when he bec; me sick was allowed to die, Pt, Prem Nath Doge 

end other India leaders accompanied the deadþbody of SAEN i B. 
Mukerjee flown to Calcutta, his home town. In the middle of 

eir journey, Pt, Prem Nath Uogra was dropped at Udhampur, He 

was then taken to Delhi, where D,P, Dhar, the then Dy, Home 
Minister of the Stato wanted to negotiate with him for the 
withdrawl of the Praja Parishad agitation, But Pt, Prem Nath 
Dogra refused to negotiate with him as ho was only Deputy 

Minister, As a result Bakashi Ghulam Mohd, the then Home Mimksxa.or 
Minister of the State, flew to Delhi and met him and pressurised 
him to withdraw the agitation, Keeping in view the changed 


circumstances he made certain commitments. S> 


Moreover, as a 
mark of respect to the departed soul, Pt, Prem Nath Dogra called 2 


off the agitation for thirteen days to express grief and sorrow? > 


After the death of Mukerjee there abruptly accurred a 
change in the attitude of the Congress Government, headed by 
Pt, Nehru. For the first time Pt, Nehru realised that Large 4 
numberef people in Jammu had suffered and that "whatever our 
countrymen suffer, we share, to some extent, that suffering, 7 
In en appeal he advised the "raja Parishad leaders to end the 
conflict and return to the normal ways of peaceful and g 
cooperative politics, Meanwhile, Sheikh Abdullah un had a 
prolonged e £n Adlai Stevenson 7 a democratic leader of et 
U.5.4,, who visited Srinagar, It was said that the two leaders .n 
had thoroughly discussed the Kashmir problem and one of the 
alternative solution;concluded was the possibility of an 
independent Kashmir with an international guarantee by Big 
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powers, Sheikh Abdullah was suspected of a 'mischief* which the 


: -overnment of India was not ta to permit him at any cost. 
i] 


: Pis removal was the only wayout national interest was to be 


saved by means of keeping the State of J & K safe in Indian gil. 
ihe orders of the dismissal of his ministry were issued by the 
Sadar-i-hiyasat and were served to him on August 9, 1953 at 
Gulmarg, ^? On the other hand the Parishad leaders seemed to 

be satisfied with the dismissal of Sheikh Abdullah's ministry 

and his subsequent arrest on August 9, 1953. They promised to 
support to the then newly constituted State Ministry head by 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad, The force and intensity of the agitatior 
was, therefore, relaxed, On July 7, 1953 the party officials j 
announced that agitation was called off temporarily with the 

hope that the grievances of the people of Jammu would be 
rofiressed and their demands met by the then new Government head 
by GM. Be akshi, o The Praja Parishad also resolved to continue A 
to press for the full accession of Kashmir to India, Pt. P,N, 
Vogra and Gi. Bakashi — the new P.M. of the State — however fi 
agreed in Rerxix December 1953 to drop the Satyagraha, withdraw 
the cases against the demonstrators and restore their civil / 
rights. The Parishad leadership actually fell in the trap of E 
eii who required their support to consolidate his own 


position particularly in the Valley.” 


In order to get a wider support of the Indian masses 
for the people of Jammuy who were agitating not only "mW 
integeration of the State with Indian Union but also a share in 
State's political power, the Re SSe element in the Praja 
Parishad succeeded in affiliating the party with E o 
Jana Sangh. "^ The All J & K Praja Parishad than stated 
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Pt, 
Pre 
m Nath Dogra then toured throughout India and attended the 


meetings of the Bhartiya Jana Sangh at the National level. The 
three slogans of Parishad — one president, one flag and one 
constitution for the whole of the country had raised the 
stature of Pt, P.N. Dogra at the national levels also.” 


After the resignation of Pt, Mouli Chander Sharma from 
Presidentship of Bhartiya Jana Sangh, wno succeeded Dr S.P. 
Mukerjee, the choice fell on Pt. Prem Nath Dogra Technically, 
4% was not fegsible for him without merging his party with the 
Jana Sengh. Thus n,9,5, element under the OS Prof. 
Balraj Madak who had been compaigning since long for the 
complete merger of Praja Parishad with Jona Sangh, finally 
succeeded in merging the former with the Latter on February 20, 
4964 in a party session held at Akhnoor (Jammu) and presided 
over by Sh, Pin Payal pur the then General Secretary of 
the All India Jena Sangh.” Mr, Chhatru Ram Dogras Shiv Ran 
“upta hlongwith a a handful others had opposed this move of merger, 
simply poet &he party would not only 1857 its Sard 
character, f Muslim membership» we dubbed Jana Sangh as a 
communal party, but a strong force protecting the interestyand - 
aspirations of the Jammu sesion. They were of the view that 
with its merger with Jana Sangh the channel for redressal of 
grivances of the Muslims masses in Jammu against the aggressive 
trends of the National Conference Government, would be closed. 
Thep would then look towards the communal, anti-India and 
vi EN outlebs in the Vellay.?? But the proposal was 
ultimately carried out with majority support, 98 vs th that 
action the Jana “angh had its units in most of the Hindu 
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dominated belt of Jammu regiony, 


The integrationàlist movement in Jammu region was then 
spear headed by Bhartiya Jana Sangh, whose policy with regard 
to Kashmir had been consistent, rigid, clear cut and influenced 
by its ideology of Akhand Bharat"? Any talk of the special 

Noja Ache 
status of the State, and consembly making a sp 
constitution for it were an anathema to the party. It had 


consistently regarded the accession of tho State to the Union 


of India as final, complete, legally valid and beyond i 
400 | 


Te 
At present B,J.P., being the subscriber ef the same 


question, 


P iod 
ideology of Akhand Bharat, looking after the Integerationi st 


movement in Jammu regionk. 
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INTEGRATION IST MOVEMENT IN JAMMU REGION 


y As already pointed out that the struggle for freedom 
and democratisation of the State administration in Jammu 
& Kashmir, which went back to the years of thirty's, had 
y x : AMS (oy mao palo! in the widespread discontentment among the 
SA MaN masses who then comprised 78% of the population of 
the State and 89% of the population in Kashmir valley. The 
Muslims had very inadequate representation in the State 
-services as well as in the economic and industrial life 
of the State. The bulk of the Muslim population were 
tillers, labourers and were the target of the exploitation.. 
Agrarian discontentment and paucity of employment 
opportunity was the motivating force for the Muslim masses 
to agitate against the Dogra egine. The struggle for 
freedom in Kashmir entered its crucial state raa a 
famous "Quit Kashmir Movement" i.e. the transfer of powers 
to the people, was launched by the A11 Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference in 1946. The State bureaucracy was 
then bewilered at this new slogan and full of vengeance 
decided to crush the movement. In spite of the reign of 
terror, arrest, prosecutions and deaths, the movement was 
5 of a great success. 
The popular sentiments in Jammu region believing the 
Hindu Maharaja as a symbol of security against the majority 
population of Kashmir region, however, sided with the , 
Maharaja in his attempt to retain more and more power in 
pre-independence days. It then seemed to Dogra Nationalists 
that prospect of Democracy in the State would be nothing 
more than being exposed to the whims of paramount majority 
of the State and its leaderships’. 34- 
However, just after the partition of British India, 


most of the princes of Indian States, acting in accordance 
with the provisions of the Cabinet Mission Plan’ as wel] 


4 En 
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as keeping in view the considerations of geographical / 
contiguity of their respective States, exercised their 
choice and acceded either of two, the then newly created 
des dominions-India and Pakistan’. Some of these Statefwhich ° ^ 
thought of going against their geographical positions, 
economic needs and historical and cultural affiliations 
were soon compelled by their people to make the correct 
choice”. 
When the Maharaja'of Jammu and Kashmir who could not 
make decision about the accession because of demographic ' 
and geographical considera tions and entered stand still 
Agreement with Pakistan, did not bow before the Pak pressure 
to accede to it, a massive attack in the form of Tribal 
invasion on Jammu & Kashmir State was launched by the 
Pakistan forces on October 25,1947 to force it outright 
annexation. On October 15,1947, Looks SE ap cii NN 
comprising frontier tribesmen and aided by Pakistan army 
regulars in civilian clothes invaded Jammu and Kashmir 
and committed atrocities on the people. Pakistan organised 
a combined force consisting Tribals as well as personnel 
from its own army under the code name of ‘Operation Gulmarg", 
devised, planned and led by Major General Akbar Khan ( who 
had assumed the name of General Tariq) assisted by Brigadier 
Sher inves The situation in Kashmir deteriorated further. 


The Maharajas role aim was to same his State at any cost 


The Maharajas role aim was to same his State at any cost. v 


b The Maharaja was, therefore, forced to offer the State 
accession to Indian dominion which, along with Pakistan, 
became independent, self-governing dominion within the 
Commonwealth of Nations, on August 1 LGA 

After the Instrument of Accession was accepted by the 
Government of India and the State had acceded in Defence, 


Foreign Affairs and Communications, the Prime Minister of 


i 


RT India] greed with the then prime Minister of Kashmir-Mr. 


^ e 
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extended to the Maharaja on the conditions that the internal 
administration of the State was democratised, that Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah was given the charge of State's 
$ administration and was made to shoulder responsibility 
along with the State's Prime Minister for the conduct of 

governmental affairs. Sheikh Abdullah was, however, not 

entrusted with the actual power until Indian forces had 

occupied the State territory beyond Uri and the TÉibals 

He also made it clear to Government of India that 

since Maharaja and his Prime Minister were responsible 

S for the massacre of Jammu Muslims, both of them should 
(NE Guilt the office of the Administration was to go on smoothly~ 
By March, 1948, Mr. Mehar Chand Mahajan-the then Prime 


Minister of the State- was removed and Sheikh Abdullah 


Mehar Chand Mahajan-that the military assistance would be - 


poe eee 


took over .as Prime Minister of the State in April, 1948”. 


However, Shri Mithir Lal Chatt pathya-a member of 


Constituent Assembly of India, visited the Jammu & Kashmir — $ 


in 1949. On the 
submitted the following confidential report to the congress 
party in the constituent assembly, which was latter 
published by the 'Nation' of Calcutta 


Shri Mithir Lal Chatterpathya-a member of Constituent 


Assembly of India, visited the Jammu & Kashmir in 1949. 
On the completion of his tour of the State submitted the 
following confidential report to the congress party in 
the constituent Assembly.It was later published by 'Nation' 
of Calcutta. 


y Along with Dr. Raghuvira, M.C.A,I reached Jammu before — 


completion of his tour of the State _ ke 


AA A 


d 3 
i wonm — the 12th of February. We stayed at the Cospolitin Hotel 
there, Traders, students, congressmen, members of the 
0 National Conference, Lawyers, Harijans, refugees from Mirpur 


and Poonch areas, women's branch of National Conference 


y 


- 
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and people representing various interests came to meet us 
at the hotel. We visited the office of the National Conference 
and also took the opportunity to meet Sheikh Sahib at his 

P residence. The people with whom we came in contact were 
all Hindus. We had neither opportunity nor time to meet 
the Muslims. 

We found that Sheikh Sahib was highly respected by 
the Hindus, but they have numerous grievances against the 
administration. They are conscious that the present 
government should be strengthened by them in order to 
win the plebiscite. But surprisingly enough, we found 
that the Hindus without any exception spoke with 
disappointment about the prospect of winning the same. 
They were outspoken in their conf irmed opinion that whatever 
Sheikh Abdulla might say, not many Muslims would vote in 
favour of India. This is their strong conviction acquired 
from their daily direct contact with the Hindu of the 

A A ey said that between Sheikh Abdulla and 
Maharaja, the people were overwhelmingly in favour of the 
former. But if it were a choice between India and Pakistan, 
not even ten per cent of Muslims would for India. This 
exertion by some responsible people, has really surprised 
us and we are hastening these lines to inform our Govt. 
about it. 

The people of Jammu are very eager that there should 
be a separate plebiscite for the Province minus the Area 
now held by the Azad Kahmir Govt. Their opinion is that if 
separate voting is not arranged province of Jammu will be 
lost to India. They are hopeless about Kashmir but keen 
about Jammu getting joined to Indian Union. 

; People complained to us about open propaganda of Sheikh 

Doe s his party for deposing the Maharaja. They are 
greatly disturbed about it and their fear as if the Maharaja 


is made to abdicate and the State also goes over to 


X 
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Pakistan, on account of the Plebiscite, the Hindus will 
have to migrate to India and the History Of West Punjab 
will be repeated both as regards massacre and displacement 
of population. The demand of Sheikh Sahib to depose the 
Maharaja has made the Hindus panicky to the extent of what 
we have seen in the case of citizens of non regulated 
areas during the British Administration. The Hindus, for 
whatever reason it might be, considered that their future 
is blasted, in plain that the administration is autocrat, 


public opinion is smothered and there is no State at 


present. They complaint Gs) that too much eagerness to 
appease Sheikh Sahib|order to win the plebiscite through 
the strength of his personality has not been balanced by 
any enquiry as to how the minorities feel about the 
administration. They urged that important people from 
India should come and see their lot and acquire direct 
knowledge about their future Plebiscite without depending 
exclusively upon what the Govt.. of Kashmir report about 
the matter. 

In our talk with Sheikh Sahib, we found him over 
zealous about the abdication of the Maharaja. He holds him 
responsible for the massacre of Muslims in the State. He 
demands an enquiry and, if need be, a trial. He spoke in 
clear terms that if the Maharaja was not deposed, he could 
not with any certainty, sufficiently inspire the Muslims 
to vote for India and make sure of the victory. We were 
told by the people that open propaganda was being carried 
on by Sheikh Sahib and the National Conference to depose 
the Maharaja. We were further told that at mohalla meeting 
of the National Conference in Jammu City the resolution 
for the abdication was defeated by 18 votes to 3. 

We need not say anything about the corruption in the 
administration as reported to us. But we felt outside 
people had not so far come much in contact with Hindu 


masses there. To get a correct idea as to how they feel 
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some responsible people should go there and independent ly 
XA meet the people and form their opinion both about the 
administration) future Plebiscite. 

They gave us some names, who in cooperation with the 
raiders and Pakistan army, were responsible for the massacre 
of innumerable Hindus, but they have, been placed in 
responsible positions in the very same area, as the 
result of which refugees are reluctant to go back to their 
old places. 

The people of Mirpur say that a very big number of 
their women were being held in the area now administered 
by the Azad Kashmir Govt. If provided military escorts, 
they are too eager to go and search them out. 

It was a general complaint that the Govt. was partial 
towards the Kashmir Province as compared to Jammu. In 
Kashmir the supply of commodities is much better and the 
prices thereof are much cheaper though Kashmir is further 
off from India where from the supply goes. 

They have begged of us that one or two important 
legislators and congress Leaders from India should visits 
Jammu and acquire direct knowledge of the place so that 
there may be no occasion to lament later on if even Jammu 
is lost to India in the Plebiscite. 

In conclusion, I would like to mention that Kaviraj 
Vaishno Gupta, a refugee from Jammu living in Delhi, 
accompanied us after getting necessary permit. It is through 
his efforts and some others also that we could come in 
contact with large number of people representing various 
interest. The police at arma endorsed our permits on our 
return journey but this was not endorsed at that time on 
pretext of local enquiry. On reaching Delhi on the night 
of 13th Feb, I received a telegram informing that he has 
been arrested. 

P.S. I am further informed that three M.L.A.'s one 


vice President, President of Jammu Municipality and a 
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B.A., B.T. teacher have afterward been arrested e 


. The Maharaja of Kashmir who was persuaded by Sardar 


Minister of States of India respectively to abdicate in 


favour of his son in May, 1949, left the State for health 


Patel and Gopal) Awami Ayyander- the then Home Minister and Je 


reasons after entrusting to Yuvraj Karan Singh all power— $ 


regent",. After Maharaja Hari singh's exit, Sheikh Abdullah 
and his National Conference became unquestioned political 
power in the State. 

Soon after assuming powers, the National Conference 
leadership started accusing the Dogras of Jammu for 
massacring their Muslims brotherans in Kathua, Udhampur, 
Riasi and Jammu in 1947 without expressing even a word in 
the sympathy of Hindus massacred in Mirpur, Bhimber, 
Rajouri, Kotli and other places during that period. 

In October, 1948, Pt. Nehru in public speech at Lal 


Chowk, Srinagar, reaffirmed "that the only purpose for 


AS the India) army had entered the State was to clear 1t 


of the raiders and that it was India's cardinal policy 


that the people of State should decide through an impartial 
e 


plebiscite whether they wanted to aceedee to India or 
Pakistan": 

After getting power, the National Conference Government 
led by Sheikh Abdullah, however, started the process of 
fulfilling its politico-socio-economic commitments made 
to the people of the State during its freedom struggle as 
well as incorporated in the Naya Kashmir programme of the 
party also. As a result the popular Government enacted the 
most desirable and progressive politico-socio-economic 
reforms viz. Grant of Fixity of Tenure to the Tenants in 
respect of Tenancy Holdings;Fixation of the Maximum Rent 
payable by the Tenants to their Landlords; providing for 


Summary Reinstatement of the Tenants, who had been wrongly 
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» rejected, Restitution of Mortgaged properties;Relief to 


Distrust Debtors. Abolition of Jagirs, Muaffies and 


Mukararies, the Big Landed Estates Abolition Act, 1950 


ec => 


etc. etc. All these measures had hit hard the economic 
interests of the Hindus of Jammu and adversely affected 
the economy of Jammu region, which further aggravated the 
hatred between Dogras of Jammu and Kashmir Nationalists 
of the valley. 

Moreover, the open and repeated condemnation of the 
Dogra Hindu rule and its rulers in the State, with whom 
the Dogras of Jammu had sentimental attachments, even 
after the establishment of popular Government by the 
National conference leadership, not only hardened distrust 
of Jammu masses against them but also caused growing 
resentment in Jammu. In addition, the masses of Jammu 
complained the step-motherly treatment to their region in 
matter of economic development and deliberate denial of 13 
sharing of political powers'*. The politics of the State 
then began to experience a new dimension- the politics of 
autonomy versus complete integration. The desire of the A 
people of the J&K for an autonomous State had PEG 
Kashmir politics long before the State acceded to India in 
1947. That was why the Maharaja of Kashmir said to have 
surrendered only Defence, Foreign Affairs and Communications ^ 
to the Government of India and in rest of the NU 
chose to be free and independent.This kind of accession is 
called 'limited accession' and it was endorsed by its 
people through their recognised leaders. The Muslims who 


could oppose it had been led to believe that there was a 


—— T. 


bright, glorious, prosperous, promising and safe future 19 


for them in going with India'”. 
However, the land lords of Jammu region had submitted 
the following representation to the Hon'ble Prime Minister m 


of J&K Govt. Jammu in April 1950 but with)any results”: = 
f 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


C0 


—— The Hon'ble Prime Minister, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, Jammu 

Sin 

we the undersigned beg to state that from a perusal of 
a statement published in the issue of the Indian News 
Chronicle dated the 20th March 1950 we have come to know 
that the Jammu and Kashmir Government is going to become 
the proprietor of the land and also that land will be 
acquired without paying any compensation and also that no 
holder will possess land more than an economic holding 
prescribed for the purpose and that any land found in 
excess will be taken by the Government and distributed to 
tillers. 

In this connection we beg to submit that residential 
plots purchased in the areas known as Rajbagh, Burzala —gea, 
Bhagat, Batwara, Seeopura, Boulevard Road, Nishat Road, 
Nagin Bagh, Nasim Bagh, Pahalagam, Gulmarg, Baramulla, 
Rehari Jammu and Nawabad Jammu are very costly plots in 
as much as they have been purchased at prices ranging from 
Rs. 500/- per kanal to Rs. 40077 per Kanal. In this way 
people have spent several lacs of rupees on the purchase 
of these plots and some have even incurred very heavy 
amount of debt in purchasing these plots. These residential 
plots, due to adverse political situation of the country 
and also due to acute dearness of building material and 
the great financial stringency which the country is facing 
at present, have not been inhabited and the plots are 
lying vacant and are being tilled temporarily by tenants. 
If these plots are treated as an agricultural land and are 
acquired by the Government without paying any cost etc. it 
will mean a terrible loss to the proprietors and in some 
cases it will result in a complete ruin of those people 
who have made huge investment thereby raising heavy amount 
of debt. All the above noted areas fall within the proposed 
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Municipal limits of Srinagar and Jammu. It e ond —) 
requested that the residential plots which lie in the 
above mentioned localities may kindly be exempted from 
the operation of this law and people may on the other hand 
be encouraged in building houses thereon by adaquent ly 
laying out the area which would result in a decent and 
healthy extension of Srinagar and Jammu cities. Such a 
step would remove the congestion of the city and also 
solve the house problems which is worrying a great deal in 
these days due to the movement of refugee from one place 
to another. 

The Government of India have definitely laid down in 
the Indian Constitution that no property will henceforth 
be acquired without paying proper compensation. Government 
of India are accordingly paying compensation in all the 
Provinces where the new Zamindari Bill has been introduced. 
People have spent crores of rupees on the purchase of 
agricultural land in the State and some have even spent 
their whole life earning in his connection. To deprive 
them £rom this well earned property without paying any 
compensation would simply bring ruin and disaster to the 
people who have invested money in land. If people are 
granted compensation they will be able to utilize money in 
some other manner and to take up some other pursuits. It 
is therefore, requested that the Government should take 
up the question of the grant of suitable compensation 
because otherwise it will be clearly high handedness on 
the part of Government which cannot be expected from any 
civilised Government . 

It is also submitted that the economic holding of 12 
acres and 8 acres fixed for lands in Jammu province and 
Kashmir province respectively is a very small one and no 
zamindar who mainly depends on his agricultural produce 
can meet his domestic expenses as regards feeding, 


education, marriage etc. The return of Jammu land is very 
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poor and it has been experienced that people cannot even 
meet their domestic expenses out of 50 acres and 100 
acres. Thus if the landlords are restricted and not allowed 
to utilize their total land they and their kith and kin 
will have to simply starve and beg from door to door. The 
Government instead of raising the standard of living of 
people will on the other hand lower the Standard and 
finish it completely. It is therefore, requested that in 
order to avoid such a bad situation the area of economic 
holding may kindly be fixed with due regard to the necessity 
of family members which one has to feéd. The necessity of 
future generation may also be kept in view. It is worth 
consideration how will the sons be able to meet their 
requirement after the death of their father who possess 12 
acres of land and when every on of them has got sufficient 
family to feed. The answer is self evident. 

Again if the Government wants to take the whole land 
it should also meet the liabilities of the people and also 
make suitable arrangements for meeting all necessary expenses 
of the family. It is therefore, requested that Kashmir 
Government should take action in this respect similar to 
Government of India. 

Lastly the request is briefly summarised as under: 

l. That the residential plots purchased by people at 
considerable cost may be exempted from the operation of 
this law. 

2. That the area of economic holding may be raised 
so as to meet the full requirement of the family. 

3. That the Government should give suitable 
compensation so that the people may be able to get some 
amount of their investment to do some other. work and earn 
their livelihood in that manner. 

We cannot help without remarking that the introduction 


of land reforms in the state at the present moment when 
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the people are working in uncertain conditions and are 
very much handicapped in many respects is quite inopportune. 
At present there is much economic depression and it has 
become impossible to live even. Foremost attention of the 
government should be for the restoration of peaceful 
conditions in the State and not for creating more disorder 
friction and lawlessness. All that has been stated is a 
plain fact and can be verified by facts and figures. 
Jammu the April, 1950 Yours Foha y, 


sd/ Land-lords. 


29 


On April 14,1949, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was, however, 
reported to have given an interview to Michael Davidson 
and Ward Prince opting for an independent Kashmir as the 
best solution of the Kashmir problem. He demanded an 
immediate withdrawal of the.officers who had so informed 
the Central government. Pt.Nehru then deputed Mr. B.M.Malik- 
Asstt.Director of Indian Intelligence for an enquiry while 
rejecting ¡the views of those who charged Sheikh Abdullah 
of having supported the accession to India due to the 
pressure brought upon him by tribal attack and not by his 
sincerity, Mr. Mullik reported to Pt. Nehru that "the 
accession to India was not a fortuitous decision brought 
about by the fear caused by the unprovoked invasion of the 
3 territory by Pakistan raiders, but was based on ideological 

grounds; and so when India was partitioned and Kashmir had 
to choose between India and Pakistan, Sheikh Abdullah 


would have chosen India, while insisting on a special 


Status for the valley". 


Le 


Sheikh Abdullah, in order to remove the fear of life, 
honour, property and the sense of insecurity about the 
future of Muslims of the State and to ensure future security 
and protection to his co-religionists, publically.voiced 
£or limited accession of State to India. The National 


Conference leadership was of the view that "The freedom- 


^ 
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loving people of Kashmir joined India on the A ee 


that the State of Jammu and Kashmir must have a special 
status and the fullest autonomy so that the Muslim majority 


in the State may feel assured that Hindu dominated India 


was not going to interfere in their internal Bora rodeo 


Even Pt. Nehru had committed to the world and to his own 
nation in a broadcast on November 2,1947 that the fate of 
Kashmir was ultimately to be decided by the people of the 
State", 


The following resolution had been passed in the general 


session of the All J&K Praja Parishad party in a meeting 


. oo 7 
held in 1950”: 


BEGODOEDIONX a mE 

The accession of the State with the Indian Union is 
the recognition of the principles that Bharat including 
Kashmir is one country and the corollary that thé whole 
country should have one Constitution naturally follows. 
There cannot be two constitutional set up in the same 
country and if the principle is allowed to be compromised 
in respect of one part of the country it will encourage 
the.other parts to follow the track and hence the national 
integrity will give away to the disruptive elements to 
play their mischief. 

The article 370 of the Indian Constitution was a 
temporary measure as is evident from the speech of late 
Gopala Swami Aynger. Argument is advanced in favour of a 
separate constitution of State on the plea that their will 
be international complication that might rise in case 
request for separate constitution if not acceded. To us 
this has little meaning specially when Union Home and 
Prime Ministers have time and again pronounced that there 
will be no Plebiscite in the State. The whole contest of 
the problem has changed due to the entry of Pakistan in 
the Bagdad Pact. Moreover, the idea of separate constitution 


will continue to be used by anti-national element in the 
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State that there is still some lacuna in the accession of 
the State with the Indian Union. To nip this sort of 
trouble Praja Parishad wants that adoption of separate 
constitution for the State will be inimical to larger 
interest of India. 

Principally, historically and geographically Kashmir 
is a part of Bharat and hence the people living in Kashmir 
should also enjoy the same rights and has the same 
constitutional safeguards as the people living in the 
rest of India. To maintain the national integrity Kashmir 
should also have same constitutional set up as rest of 
country. This is the aspiration of the people living in 
Jammu and Kashmir State. It will restore normalcy and all 
uncertainty about the future of the State. 

The General Session of Jammu & Kashmir Parishad views 
the present circumstances with great concern. The session 
firmly believes that the application of Indian Constitution 
in its entirety to the State can alone restore law and 
order in the State and thus created confidence among the 
people about their lot. The session make it clear that 
unless the constitution of Bharat is applied in toto to 
the State they would not be a party O would not suffer 
imposition of any step which is taken with a view to 
satisfy separatist and anti national tendencies: 

Moreover, in order to give clean administration which 
enjoyed people's confidence, Sheikh Abdullah started pruning 
anti-national elements from the State administration. All 
this necessitated the cha¥ges in the State administrative 
set up) The transfers of officials from one place and 
position to the other and placing men of confidence at 
strategic position. All these matters were vehement ly 
opposed by the Hindu’ population of Jammu”. Besides, 
sheikh Abdullah, in a públic speech on Martyers Day in 


Srinagar, once again reiterated the people's right of 
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self-determination. He added, "Kashmiris only will decide 
( about Kashmir. Self-determination is the motto of democracy. 

c : A 

We regret that Kashmiri people are not given opportunity 


A € -<. RA AAA TT 


for self-determination'. 


2A 


Hence, Sheikh Abdullah's repeated accusation of Dogras 
of Jammu for massacring Jammu Muslims, his anti-Dogra 
bias;condemning Dogra ruler as alien in the Valley during 
. freedom struggle, Quite Kashmir Movement of 1946, which 
Dogra of Jammu viewed as an attempt to eliminate their 
influence from Kashmir, his relentless advocacy for the 
principle of self determination for Kashmiris etc. etc. 
made National Conference not only a suspect in the eyes of 
D -———— Jamm Hindu) who would have liked Jammu rule Kashmir rather 
than vice-versa further aggravated the hatred between L 
Dogras of Jammu and Kashmi Nationalists of the Valley.All 
the anti-Jammu policies of the National Conference were ¿> 
vehemently criticised by the ed ee CE 
In the absence of a power ful Hindu ruler and in searches 
of security against the majority community of the State, 
the people of Jammu region, decided to organise themselves 
to fight for their own rights and to safeguard their 
interest-economic and political. 

In short, the strain and stresses of fast moving 
political events in 1947 and just after, the shift of 
political power from Jammu to valley, a reaction to the 
aggressive trends in the local nationalism in Kashmir, a 
protest of a region which felt politically ignored and 
condemned not only hardened distrust of Jammu masses against 
Kashmiri Nationalists and caused growing resentment in 
Jammu but also gave rise to a popular movement in Jammu 
region. Dogra nationalists of Jammu, believing their greater 
security to be within Indian Union, demanded full integration 
of Jammu and Kashmir State with India. Thus, asa result 
of rise of regional nationalism in Jammu, a regional and a 


largely Hindu dominated political party-the All Jammu and 
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Kashmir Praja Parishad-came into. being in November 1947 
on R.S.S.” base with the objective to develop political 
consciousness among the people of Jammu and also to safeguard 
their regional interests against the onslaught of Sheikh 27 
Abdullah and chauvinistic attitude of his partyQ". Professor KA 
Balraj Modhok, who was born in 1920 at ae um 
Ladakh division of the state, taught at the Srinagar ' 
Dayanand Angle Vedic College, joined the R.S.S. as 20 
youngman, a rallying point for R.S.S. activities during 
fighting between India and Pakistan in 1947, was an 24 
instrument in founding the E es 
Prof Balraj Madhok, who met Shri G.S.Rajpal Secretary 
General External Affairs Ministry Govt. of India on 25th 
May, 1950, and discussed with him the Kashmir problem, Se 
wrote him the following letter on 27th May, bne 


er Fron: 
f eM Bal Raj Madhok 
Bull an Organising Secretary, 


Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad 


S | C/o Paramount Press, Dariagang, Delhi. 


| TW To: 

AS Sh. G.S.Bajpai, 

| fe Secretary General 

Hor External Affairs Ministry, 


Govt. of India, New Delhi. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg to submit as 'aide-memoir' the gist of the 
points that I made out during my talk with you the 23.5.50 
as also those which I could not touch due to shortage of 
time, regarding the view point of the Praja Parishad, the 
most representative organisation of India held Jammu 
pS province of the Jammu & Kashmir State, about the Kashmir 
problem. 

1. The Praja Parishad would have liked the Government of 


India to not to risk a plebiscite in Kashmir at this or 
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any future time. But since the government of India stands 
committed to it, it would be most impolitic and undemocratic 
to allow the predominantly Muslims population of Kashmir 
to decide the future of Dogras of Jammu or Ladakhis of 
Ladakh with whom they have nothing in common whatsoever by 
holding the Plebiscite taking the whole State as a unit. 
The choice of the people of Jammu and Ladakh to remain a 
part of India is clear and unequivocal. Therefore no 
plebiscite is needed there. If it must be held at all it 
should be confined to Kashmir valley alone. 

2. Praja Parishad is as much opposed to the independence 
of the State as to its accession to Pakistaní. It is 
therefore, perturbed by the subtle moves of Sh.Abdullah 
and his communist supporters to secure independence for 
the entire India held part of the state. Let the government 
of India and Sheikh Abdullah do whatever they think proper 
with kashmir valley. But nothing should be done to break 
the natural, historical, political, economic and cultural 
ties of the people of Jammu ( from Pathankot to Banihal) 
and Ladakh with India. 

3. Care should be taken to keep Bhadarwah ( Hindu Majority) 
and Kishtwar (slight Muslim majority now due to immigration 
of Kashmiri Muslims), the two richest and strategically 
most important parts of Jammu with Jammu and Bharat. This 
is important because Sheikh Abdullah's Government has 
been trying in a very subtle way since its very inception 
to cut them off from the Hindu majority districts of 
Udhampur and thus destroy the territorial link between 
Jammu and Ladakh. They have been constituted by thém into 
a new district of Doda whose Muslim population has swelled 
recently by Kashmiri Muslim immigrants from Kashmir valley 
from across the Banihal and other passes that link Jammu 


J} 


c 


with kashmir valley. vo eee A 
4. In deciding the future of the State o taking any 


other decisive step concerning it the representatives of 
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Praja Parishad should also be consulted. The government 
of India, I would like to assure you, can always depend 
upon Praja Parishad for anything for the good of India 
and the State. 

I would like to post you with some more facts and 
therefore would request you to give sometime on some 
other day at your earliest convenience. 

Date: the 27th May, 1950 Yours faithfully, 


sd/ Balraj Madhok ae 


He became its first General Secretary and Hari Wazir 


2) 


was its first President. Wazir was succeeded by Lala 
Rupchand Nanda. His successor was Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, who «1 
was born in Jammu in 19883, prematurely retired from i 
State service, ex-member of the Praja Sabha-the first 
State Legislature-Sarsangh Chalak of the R.S.S. in the 

, State from the time of its formation until it was banned 

26 —— — — in 1948” and continued to be its President until it merged 


with Jana Sangh. 
Although the R.S constituted the backbone of the party, 

yet prominent leaders representing different sections of 

society also formed its support base. The party also got 

support from the expropriated landlords, who had lost 

their big land estates without compensation and other 

communities of Jammu region who regarded the National 27 

Conference as anti-Dogra ee UE. ee 

then two main sections in the party. One section serving 

the cause of nationalism consisted of Roop Lal Nanda, Shiv 

Ram, Chatru Ram Dogra, Hari Wazir, Shri Bachan Singh 

Panchi, Sheikh Abdul Rehman, Madan Lal, Hakikat Singh, 

Dhanwanter Singh etc. The other serving the cause of 

Hinduism were Pt. prem Nath Dogra, Rishi Kumar Kaushal, 

Shri Bhagwat Swaroop. Th. Baldev Singh, Dr. O.P.Mengi, 

Milkhi Ram, Durga Dass Verma, Balraj Madhok, Dr. Ved 


E 23 
Parkash Gupta, Sham lal Sharma etc”. 
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The party believed in the ideology of AkAnd Bharat 


and supported'a strong unitary state of India. It regarded 
that the Instrument of Accession signed by the Maharaja of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Governor General of India way back 
; in October, 1947-was final, complete, legally valid and 
MI a The party, therefore, was Of the view 
that Kashmir in its entirety belonged to India and there 
was no question of a plebiscite in the State and the only 
matter remained to be settled was the full and complete 
"" evacuation of Pakistan from the area illegally occupied 
by her. While seeking security in the retention of the 
Maharaja a constitutional head of the State, the party 
outrightly rejected the limited accession of the State to 
Indian dominion. The party then outrightly rejected EXE 
adoption of Article 370 of the Constitution] of India, 
which conferred a Special status on the State and granted 
permission to the State to have its own constitution d 
dau e ch. As given earlier the foilowing is the text of Art 370 
/ : E : ith a small EA T reete = 
= ' SPECIAL PROVISIONS REGARDING THE STA;E OF JAMMU AND 
KASHMIR 
— -.The State of Jammu and Kashmir accedec to India 
rH on October 26,1947.The form of the Instrument of Accession 
, executed by the Ruler of the State is the same as that of 
the Instruments executed by the Rulers of other acceding 


mo WIM 


mm 
a 


States. Legally and constitutionally therefore the position 
of this State is the same as that of the other acceding 
States. The Government of India, no doubt, stand committed 
to the position that the accession of this State is subject 
to confirmation by the people of the State. This, however, 
‘does not destruct from the legal fact of accession. The 
State has therefore been included in Part B States. In 
view of the special problem arising in respect of this 
State and the fact that the Government of India have 
assured its people that they would themselves finally 


v» yl 


og ` 


` 
re AN 
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determine their political future, the following special 
provision has been made in the Constitution: 

370(1) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution. 

a) the provisions of article 238 shall not apply in 
relation to the State of Jammu and Kashmir; 

b) the power of Parliament to make laws for the said 
State shall be limited to:- 

i/ those matters in the Union List and the Concurrent 
list which, in consultation with the government of the 
State, are declared by the President to correspond to 
matters specified in the Instrument of Accession governing 
the accession of the State to the Dominion of India as the 
matters with respect to which the dominion Legislature 
may make laws for that State; and 

1i/ such other matters in the said List as, with the 
concurrence of the Government of the State, the President 
may by order specify. 

EXPLANATION: For the purposes of this article, the 
Govt.. of the State means the person for the time being 
recognised by the President as the Maharaja of Jammu and 
Kashmir acting on the advice of the council of Ministers 
for the time being in office under the Maharaja's _%_- 
proclamation dated the fifth day of Mach, 1948: 

C) The provision of article I a of this article Zo 
shall apply in repletion to that State; tol hse 

d) Such of the other provisions of this Constitution 
shall apply in relation to that State subject to such 
exceptions and modifications as the President may by order 
specify; 

Provided that no such order which relates to the 
matters specified in the Instrument of Accession of the 
State referred to in Paragraph (i) of sub-clause (b) shall 
be issued except in consultation with the Govt.. of the 
State; 
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Provided further that no such order which relates to 
matters other than those referred to in the last preceding 
proviso shall be issued except with the concurrence of 
that Government. 

2/ If the concurrence of the Government of the State 
referred to in paragraph (ii) of sub-clause(b) or in the 
second proviso to sub-clause (d) of clause (i) be given 
before the Constituent Assembly for the purpose framing 
the Constitution of the State is convened, it shall be 
placed before such Assembly for such decision as it may 
take thereon. 

3/ Notwithstanding ‘anything in the foregoing 
provisions of this article the President may, by public 
notification declare that this article shall cease to be 
operative only with such exceptions and modifications and 
from such date as he may specify. j 

Provided that the recommendation of the Constituent 
Assembly of the State referred to in clause (2) shall be 
necessary before the President issues such a notification. 

The effect of this provision is that the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir, continues to be a part of India. It is 
a unit of the Indian Union and Union Parliament will have 
jurisdiction to make laws for this State on matters 
specified either in the Instrument of Accession or by 
later additions with the concurrence of the government of 
the State. An order has been issued under Article 370 
specifying (1) the matters in respect of which the Parliament 
may make laws for the Jammu and Kashmir state and (2) the 
provisions, other than Article I and Article 370, which 
shall apply to that State (Appendix LVI) .Steps will be 
. taken for the purpose of convening a Constituent Assembly 
which will go into these matters in detail and when it 
comes to a decision on them, it will make a recommendation 
to the President who will either abrogate Article 370 or 
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direct that it shall apply with such modifications and. 77 
exceptions as he may specify. 

The party demanded the application of the Constitution 
of India on the State in its entirety. It, therefore, 
sponsored a campaign for abrogation of Article 370 of the 
Indian Constitution believing that the erosion of the 
Special status to the State would eventually lead to the 
transfer of power from Srinagar to Delhi which would 
reduce the former's capacity to dominate over Jammu . 

The All Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad, thus, became 
not only the principal opposition party of Jammu region, 
the local instrument of its protest but also a party to 
spearhead the integrationist movement at the regional 
level. 

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was totally against the full 
application of the Indian Constitution to Jammu and Kashmir. 3) 
In order to counter the All J&K Praja Parishad he declared”: 

"If there is no special status for redis oc 
in Indian Constitution, how can we got to 

Muslims in Kashmir and convince them 

that India does not interfere in the 

internal affairs of Kashmir....We have 

acceded to India in regard to defence, 

foreign affairs and communications and 

not in respect of other subjects because 

we wanted some kind of autonomy for 

"ourselves in internal matters". 

when the Security General of United Nations 
organisation, to whom the question of Pakistan's aggression 
on Kashmir was referred, found itself incapable of arriving 
at a decision in the near future, the people of the State 
were left to themselves to find ways and means to put an 


end to the agony and uncertainty to which they were then 


placed. Even Sir Owen Dixion's report was against the very T 


objective on which the people of J&K Seate pe uncertainty, — 
: A Jarl ua U.N-Q, 
ral a. «Lalo. 


g 
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wait and see, frustration and agony and fully recognising 
the right of self determination of the people of the 
State, the General council of the.All J&K National 
Conference issued a mandate to the Supreme National Executive 
of the party on October 27,1950 to convene the Constituent 
Assembly based upon adult suffrage and embracing all section 
of the people and all constituents of the State for the 


purpose of determining the future shape and affiliations 


SP'UBbe-SUabte-OL0J7eH 7a = we T e mE 


The All J&K Praja Parishad and the All J&K Sahayak 
Sabha criticised and condemned such a move when all the 
political parties of the State had already given a unanimous 
verdict for its accession to Indian Union. They regarded 
it another move for an 'Independent Kashmir": 


On the other hand, in order to prove the Plebiscite in 


Kashmir (reclundent) in the light of democratic set up, 


Govt. of India tóo agreed with the A11 J&K National 


Conference to convene its Constituent Assembly for framing 


its own Constitution which was thought to be the first ' 


important landmark towards making Jammu and Kashmir an 
autonomous State. It was also in consonance with the 
programme of Naya kashmir which the National Conference 
was committed to implement^' 

The Working Committee of the All J&K Praja Parishad 
unanimously passed a resolution on March 10,1951 praying 
the Govt. of India to delete Article 370 from the 
Constitution of India and requested the Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir recommend its deletion. The Parishad 
leaders also demonstrated against it by organising protests, 
hartals and public meetings that they were not at the back 


of this sinister move of separation of the State from 


27) 
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` a . DULL e A 
Indian Union rather they openly opposed it~ 


Meanwhile Yuvraj Karan Singh, the Regent of Jammu and 
Kashmir State and the son of His Highness Hari Singh-the 
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last Dogra Maharaja-issued a proclamation for the convening 34 
of the Constituent Assembly on April 30,1951°7 The All J&K 
Praja Parishad, which has previously criticised the _ 
convening of Constituent Assembly to draft a separate 
Constitution for the State, at its working committee meeting 
on May 8,1951 decided to contest the election and demanded 
representation in Delimitation Committee, which consisted 
of Mr. Justice M.A.Shahmiri- a judge of the J&K High 
court- and four other members of the rank of Dy. 
Commissioners from Revenue Department. 

The National conference workers not only confronted 
the Praja Parishad workers at different places but indulged 
in beating of them. Shri Durga Dass Verma, the then General 
Secretary of the party had sent a telegram to G.M.Bakshi, 
the then Dy. P.M. of J&K Govt. at Srinagar on 12.6.1951 
informing him an incident at Sudh Mahadev, Distt. Udhampur 
in which the National Conference workers gave a serious 
beating to the Parishad workers. 

The following is a letter written by Shri Durga Dass 
Verma, to G.M.Bakshi on 18.6.1951?- — m oT 


Z 


JAMMU & KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD 


` GA (Central office Jammu) 
=~) ^ Ref No. 1491 Dated 18.6.1951 
: 3 The Hon'ble Deputy Prime Minister 
cenar Jammu and Kashmir Government, Srinagar. 
i Dear Sir, 
| - 4 This is in continuation of our telegram dated 12.6.1951, 
Wee | a regarding serious beating of the Praja Parishad people by 


AES the National Conference workers at Sudhmahadev in District 
E Udhampur . The moment I received the report of the said U 
: incident, I proceeded to eu UM MEE LT 
| matter.The detail of the case is that a public meeting to 
| be held on 11th June, 1951 had been arranged a week before 

à the Sudhmahadev in Chenani Illaga. Accordingly the Praja 
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Parishad meeting commenced at the appointed time with a 
song. As soon as the song concluded, a batch of 50 people 
armed with axe and lathies was seen approaching to the 
meeting place raising slogans Sher-i-Kashmir Zindabad, 
Motiram Bairgram Zindabad, National Conference Zindabad 
and Praja Parishad murdabad. On reaching the spot, they 
cordoned the stage, abused the workers and fell upon them 
with their axes and lathies. Mr, Mulkraj, Organizing 
Secretary, Udhampur and another worker received serious 
injuries. 

The police authorities on spot refused to entertain 
their written report. Next day i.e. 12th June 1951) they 
were brought to Udhampur The Superintendent of Police 
also did not entertain the Report. The Medical Officer 
Udhampur was approached, but he also did not examine the 
wounds to issue the necessary certificate. He was again 
and again requested to do his duty as prescribed under 
rules, but he did not accede. 

The Head of the District, Deputy Commissioner, Udhampur, 
was requested to look into the grave matter personally and 
take requisite steps to bring the culprits to book. He 
also did not take any notice. All this compelled me to 
bring the injured persons to Jammu for medical examination 
and proper treatment at 11.30 p.m. the same day. The 
wounds had by then remained unattended for more than 24 
hours. Before removing them to Jammu, the matter was again 
brought to the notice of the Superintendent of Police and 
the Deputy commi S Sd ORE by me. 

Attacks on public meetings organized by a political 
party by another party and raising of anti slogans inciting 
violence and beating of the workers mercilessly is a clear 
goondaism which if not nipped in time is likely to create 
chaos and disturb the peace of the country. I may bring it 
to your kind notice that this is the direct result of Mr. 


Moti Ram Baigra and his companions preaching violence and 
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hatred. They exhort people to beat and stone the Praja 
Parishad people. As a specimen, his speech at Reasi about 
two months back may be referred to in which he incited the 
audience to blacken the faces of Praja Parishad workers, 
tie them on donkeys and drive them away after they are 
beaten with lathies and axes. : 

Inspite of all ' these unbearable insults, our workers 
have behaved like true followers of Mahatama Gandhi and 
preferred death to raise a finger against the hooligans. 
The incident referred to above is the 2nd attack of its 
kind in Cheneni Illaga. 

The attack was well preplanned and arranged. The Police 
authorities instead of controlling the situation encouraged 
the goondas, the worst is that even the police authorities 
Udhampur did not entertain the first information report 
of the sad incident and the Medical officer also did not 
issue the certificate. It means that the administration 
is in these hooligans 'heads posing as National Conference 
workers and they have a free hand to do whatever they 
like. The honour and lives of the peace loving people are 
not secure. The peace of the country is at stake. Law and 
order is being abused. Goodaism is rampant. We hope you 
will kindly take personal interest in the matter. 

Yours faithfully, 
sd/General secretary 


All Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad, 


Jammu * ^ 


No. 1492 of Jammu, the a o RU C oa ey 


Copy submitted to the Hon'ble Prime Minister Jammu and 

Kashmir Govt. Srinagar, for information and favour of 
necessary action. 

sd/Durga Dass Verma 

General Secretary 

Shri Durga Dass Verma-the General Secretary, the All 


J&K Praja Parishad had sent the following letter to 
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G.M.Bakshi-the Dy. P.M. of the J&K State on DIOSA DUE 
page and of ‘the said letter was not traceable” 
Lowe JAMMU & KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD 
ie (Central Office Jammu ) 
rs, Ref :94/2/F Dated 2.7.1951 
Dear Sir, 
This is in continuation of sour previous letter No. 
91/2/F dated 26.6. 1951. It has been learnt from reliable 
sources that the Kashmir Government has come to harbour 
certain doubts and misgivings about the bénefides of the 
Praja Parishad. Par ishad has declared so many times in its 
statements as well as in public speeches that its aims and 
| A j objectives are to Serve the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
State irrespective of religion, caste, creed or langauge 
and that it is national in outlook and considers every 


citizen of the State equal and that it is with the Govt. 


"SI as long as the government is furthering those aims and 


CNN n 1o FF 
vel were Ite objectives, pt would offer healthy opposition, but in no 
Vent Aclak case it would disturb the peace of the State. So far and 


E ws Bice conference workers who are out to produce wrong impressions, 


slyoclives, D Greate bad (hood and incite people to violence. They are 
y acting on the policy of giving the dog a bad name and kill 


vue it. The National Conference workers are resorting to such 
tactics as well create disturbance in the State and thus 
strengthen the hand of Pakistan as will be clear from the 

facts detailed below: 

1. We have been charged with making provocative and 
offensive speeches, put the fact is that Mr. Motiram 
Baigra and his companions are openly preaching violence. 
He delivered a speech at Reasi saying that Praja Parishad 
people are murderers, dacoits and bad characters. They 
should be tied with ropes, seriously beaten, made to sit 
on donkeys and then driven out to be drowned in the river 


Chenab etc. He preached violence and excited the public, 
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but the Praja Parshad people kept their heads cool and 


behaved nicely and saved the situation 


which otherwise 


would have become serious. The fact was brought to your 


notice at that very time and twice after tha 
no notice has been taken of this inflammat 


2. The incident of Sudhmahadev in Chen 


t as well. But 
ory speech. 


ani Illaga, 


District Udhampur, has already been brought to your kind 


notice. The meeting organised by Praja Pa 


disturbed with the help of a police organiser. 


fifty people armed with axes and lathies raised 


slogans, terrorised the audience and abused the 
and fell u 


persons were seriously beaten. The Sub Inspecto 


rishad was 


A batch of 


anti 


workers —— 
6i 


pon them mercilessly. As a result (69 two 


r on spot 


and the Superintendent of Police Udhampur did not entertain 


the written report of the victims. The Međical 


refused to examine and issue a certificate of the inj 


officer 


uries. 


The Deputy Commissioner also remained lukewarm and took 


no notice of these facts when brought to his notic 


e. The 


victims had to be removed to Jammu Hospital for dressing 


etc. 


On the other hand efforts are being made to involve 


our....and members who try to protect everybody an 
shed their blood to defend them. 


4. To 


Sudh Mahadev, 


condemn the unlawful action of the Goon 


hartal spontaneously to express their resentment at 


inhuman and 


social element 


Government 


people expres 
barbarous and inhuman acts, 


d even 


das at 


the people of Udhampur observed complete 


these 


barbarious acts of the anti national and anti 


s. But the National Conference and the Kashmir 


took exception to it. They are against the 


to its group and that of Mr. Baigra. On the other 


the people w 


sing their feelings and condemning such unjust, 


because the perpetrators belong 


hand, 


ere victimized by cancelling the Baie Sey 


some cloth dealers with a view to frighten, suppress gand 


discourage 


the public. Similarly permits of four dealers 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


NA 


29 


of Samba have been cancelled as a result of hartal observed 
to protest against the arrest of Th. Raghunath singh 
Samyal. These are clear instances of suppression and 
harassment. 

5. The shopkeepers whose licences and permits have 
been cancelled approached the District Supply Officer, 
Udhampur, and requested him to tell the grounds upon which 
their permits were cancelled. He told them that he was 
helpless and that he had been verbally ordered by Ali 
(Deputy Commissioner Udhampur ) that licences and permits 
of all Praja Parishad dealers should be cancelled. When 
the dealers requested the District Supply officer to furnish 
a copy of the orders in order that they might lodge an 
appeal, the District Supply Officer insulted and turned 
them out of his room. 

6. Mr. Aga Nasir Ali, Deputy Commissioner, Udhampur, 
in a speech at village Jib in Udhampur District preached 
violence and exhorted the audience to receive the Praja 
Parishad people with lathies and ropes so that they might 
not dare again to enter their villages- 

7. On 8th Jeth 2028, Pandit Premath Dogra, president, 
praja Parishad, went on tour to Poni, where a public 
meeting was held at night. As a result of his visit to the 
place two Zaildars and two Nambardars have been suspended 
on the grounds that they took part in giving reception to 
Pandit Premnath Dogra. The ground is absolutely false 
because (sé) no such reception could be held at all at 9 
in the night-the time of his arrival in the town. It may 
be brought to your notice that this is not the first 
instance of this kind. This has become practice to harass 
and trouble the persons who take part in Pandit Jee's 
reception.or attend our meetings. This is a travesty of 
democracy as in its practice here, the aggressor is 
encouraged and the aggrieved is victimized exactly as the 


U.N.O. is doing in the Kashmir dispute. 
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9. On 12th Har(Q0dB, s.Budh singh, and Hon'ble Girdhari 
Lal Dogra went to Hiranagar for election propaganda. Failing 
to get a good audience, they arranged a Cinema show at 
night through the State Publicity Department. During the 
Show, Mr. Lalman, a Patwari at Hiranagar stood up and 
began to deliver a Speech which was full of malicious 
propaganda against Praja Parishad. Mr. Jawala Prakash, a 


Vakil of Hiranagar, objected to this on the ground that he 


is an official and his position does not allow him to Say 
anything against or in favour of any political party. At 
this the said Patwari raised a slogan "Sher-i-Duggar 
Murdabad". The public left the place. The police Sub 
Inspector arrested Mr. Jawala Prakash along with Mr. 
Devkinanadan our worker at Hiranagar. Next day both of 
them were produced before the court under section 151/ 

ROVS | 
All these facts confirm the doubts and fears that the 
Government's efforts are directed against the Praja Parishad 
and that the Government will not allow fair and impartial 
elections. The Praja Parishad on the other hand is 
endeavouring to maintain law and order in full appreciation 
of the critical Situation and with a view to disillusion 
the security council that the elections in the state can 
be conducted fairly and impartially. I am afraid that if 
this process of harassment and arrests is not put to stop 
LEE) iine chances of healthy and peaceful atmosphere would 
Dy- be lessened and free and fair elections would not be 

possible. 


e AAN Yours faithfully 
x J 
> paa : (Durga Dass Verma 
P EMER]R E S ee Secretary 
| | I) 
All Jammu & Kashmir Government Srinagar. 


? Hon'ble Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed, 


Deputy Prime Minister E ee occ v 
Jammu & Kashmir Government, E > 
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Srinagar (Kashmir). 
The All J&K Praja Parishad then sent the following 
letter to J&K Government for granting permission for 


starting party local paper 'Swdesh' from Jammu”:- 


AL Dear Sir, 


The Praja Parishad has decided to contest elections 
to the Constitutent Assembly and for this purpose our 
workers in the field are already working day and night for 
the success. We are receiving constant demand from the 
field that we must have a paper of our own to give proper 
publicity to our cause and to make the voters conscious of 
the value of votes. It is not possible to go from village 
to village and from voter to voter to make known the 
instructions issued time after time by the organization. 
The necessity of Newspaper during all times and especially 
in the present democratic set up cannot be overemphasised. 
Your Govt. have proclaimed so often to the outside world 
that there is complete freedom of speech and press in the 
State and I am certain and confident that the Govt. have 


no intention denying the same to our organisation. 


35) 


But I am sorry to point out that inspite of repeated d- 


requests to the local authorities, Chis just and democratic) 


demand has not been acceded this just and democratic 


demand hasn't been acceded so far. The first request for 
the purpose was made about six months back. to the District 
Magistrate Jammu. 

Now we are in the thick of election work and the need 
of the paper is more pressing. I therefore, request you 
kindly to ask the local authorities to accord the necessary 
sanction and accept our declaration of a paper named 
“Swedesh " already filed with the District Magistrate 
Jammu. Since the elections are fast approaching an early 
action in the matter is desired. 


Yours faithfully, RN 
The All J&K Praja Parishad Party then sent the 
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following letter to Sh.D.P.Dhar the Chief Election yo 
L . . D rct Ee Er ON 
Commissioner, J&K Govt. Srinagar =  — ———— 


JAMMU AND KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD 


A (Central office Jammu) 


CZ 
< To, 
The Chief Election Commissioner, 
Jammu and Kashmir Government, Srinagar 
Dear Sir, 
I hope you remember our request for a paper of our own 


Freedom of Press and Platform both being the sine-quo-non 


of free and fair elections, you were kind enough to recommend 
i l our case to Hon'ble Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad the Deputy 
Prime Minister. Time left for elections being too short, 
the matter needs to be given top most priority. I expect 
from you, as the head of the elections work, that you 
would see that the chances of fair and impartial elections 
are not curtailed and that the Praja Parishad is allowed 
to run its own paper without loss of further time. 
Yours faithfully, 
; Sh. D.P.Dhar 


` Chief Election Commissioner, Sih coco M jd 
E Jammu and Kashmir Government, Srinagar. 
Soon after Parisad leadership charged the National 
Conference and its Government of malafide tactics, number Y 


of irregularities and dubious methods in Jammu elec eons 
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, President of the party in a press 


release at Delhi on October 6,1951 mentioned the following 


+ le malafide tactics used by the Government: - de S 
sie. T i. Not holding elections in the provincefof Kashmir 
l and Jammu simultaneously; 
ii. Irregular Delimitation; 
iii.No general seat in three constituencies; 
iv. Out of the way polling stations; 


v. 41 out of 65 nominations of Praja Parishad 
candidates being rejected on the most flimsy grounds; 
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vi. Favour towards the National Conference candidates; 


and ou s cote D 


vii. Official interference’. 


pa 


The following statement was then issued to the Press 


by Pt. P.N.Dogra, President of All J&K Praja Parishad at 


=s SS conference held in New Delhi on Saturday, Oct 


—— 


pcc 6,1951*:- 
IRREGULARITIES IN JAMMU ELECTIONS 
The following statement was issued to the Press by 
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, President of the Jammu Praja Parishad, 
JU at a Press conference held in New Delhi on Saturday, Oct. 
651951. 


A Friends, 


? 


You must have read a lot about the elections to the 
Constitutent Assembly of the Jammu and Kashmir State, but 
I feel that you have been given only one side (oye iom 
picture. So, I would like to give you some facts about 
< these elections and to leave it to you to judge for 
yourself in regard to the real situation in Jammu. 
THE PRAJA PARISHAD © 
The Praja Parishad is the strongest political party 
of the people of Jammu for the past so many years, just as 
the "National Conference" has been of the: people of 
Kashmir but ever since the present administration has 
been set up in the state, there has been a regular campaign 
| E of vilification and harassment of the people of Jammu. It 
i was against this maltreatment movement two years back, 
which was withdrawn on the definite assurance that there 
| E would be no discrimination in treatment between the people 
of the two provinces of .Jammu and Kashmir by the 
administration. 
The Praja Parishad is not a communal organisation in 
any sense of the term, snichfacD becomes clear from the — 34- 
fact that it has on its membership rolls hundreds of 


Muslims. Some of them have been addressing public meetings 
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from the Praja Parishad platform, but the government has 
adopted the tactics of dubbing these Muslim members of the 
Praja Parishad as Pakistanis, one of them was given a 
beating by the local officials, while another has been 
externed from the State and is today staying in India. 

Ever since the partition of India, the Praja Parishad 
has unequivocally stood for unconditional accession of 
the Jammu and Kashmir state to the Indian union, while the 
National Conference has even till today not agreed to 
complete merger of the State to the Indian Union and wants 
defence, external affairs and communications alone to be 
controlled by the Central government.of India. Even in the 
present election, the Praja Parishad demands the 
application of the entire Indian constitution to the Jammu 
and Kashmir State like all the other "B" and "C" class 
States that have acceded to the Indian Union, while the 
National Conference wants a separate constitution for 
the Jammu and Kashmir state for reasons best known to 
itself. 

PRAJA PARISHAD VERSUS NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

From the above it is clear that there are fundamental 
and basic difference between the National Conference and 
the Praja Parishad over the question of the State's 
accession to the Indian Union, while the Praja Parishad 
tends for unconditional accession to India, the National 
Conference has reservations in this regard and the 
conflicting statements and actions of the National 
Conference Leaders during the last four years create grave 
suspicions in the minds of the people of the state. 

The present elections to the Constitution Assembly of 
the Jammu and Kashmir state are also being fought on this 
very issue and that is the reason on why the National 
Conference has been making attempt to prevent the Praja 
Parishad from entering the Constituent Assembly. 


With this in view, the government, which has 
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name for the National conference is adopting all = 


and foul, to prevent real representatives of the people rA— 
from entering the tonstituent Ssembly. It was a result 
of this policy that no opposition candidates dared to 
file their nomination papers in any of the 4, out of the 
45 seats for the assembly in Kashmir province and the two 


candidates who did dare to file their nominations were 


compelled to withdraw them by undue pressure. 

As regards Jammu province, this intimidation on the 
part of the National Conference cum government could not 
succeed as the Parja Parishid is the Strongest political 
organization of this province for so many years past and 
th National Conference has not even existed, its activities 
having been confined ever since 1922 when it was borne 
as the Kashmir Muslim conference to the Kashmir valley 
alone. So attempts are being made according to a well 
laid plan to prevent the Praja Parishid from having any 
effective voice in the Constituent Assembly. 

TACTICS ADOPTED 

The first thing the National Conference government 4 
did was to decide not to hold elections in the province, of 
Kashmir and Jammu simultaneously. Every body was surprised 
to find that while the nominations were being filed in the 
Kashmir valley even the final voter lists had not been 
made public for Jammu province. It was after the "unopposed 
elections" of the National Conference candidates had been 
announced in Kashmir, that the dates for nominations in 
Jammu province were announced with the deliberate intentions 
of influencing the elections in Jammu . 

* IRREGULAR DELIMITATION 
Another tactic adopted against the Praja Parshid was 
that the Parishad Was given no representation on the 
ES nba eio. Committee although at first the Praja Parshid 
was assured that its representatives would be associated 
with the committee but later this was not done, with the 
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result that the delimitation of the constituencies was 
fixed by the delimitation committee are altogether opposed 
to the principles of contiguity compactness of the areas 
as the bases of delimitation committee with a view to 
benefit the party in power. ; ^ 


The following specific instances will be sutricient, (ghad 
CORN 


. to prove the above contention of the Parja Par 

1. While fixing the constitutencies for the city of 
Jammu, Jammu Patwar, which is contiguous with Jammu city, 
was split up and a major portion of it was taken to the 
Kahna Chak constituency in Jammu tehsil, while the remainder 
was attached to the southern constituency of Jammu city 
to which was also added the Bahu Patwar on the other side 

AC of the river Tawi. A protest meeting against this unnatural 
delimipation was held and a resolution was adopted and 
sent to the Government on September 8th, 1951 but with no 
result. 

2. Sari Patwar; across the river Bhini, which is a 
natural part of Basholi constituency was cut of from this 
constituency and was attached to the Billawar constituency, 
because this Patwar was taken to be in favour of the 
National conference candidates standing from the Billowar 
constituency. This division is quite unnatural and 


; fien 


deliberately partial. 


NO GENERAL SEATS IN 3 CONSTITUENCIES 
C The third method adopted against Parja Parshid) was that ES 


AW er E) 


the areas where Payshid was the strongest have been debarred 

from sending any candidates other than members of the 
scheduled castes, although the population of scheduled Ma 
caste members there was comparatively very small.(India IN 

DNUS T scheduled tasted castes and tribes have been given seats 

4s 2 er EFE in addition general seats, but not at the cost of general 

Scan except in those areas where the entire 


population has consisted of such caste and tribes, but in 


ca Jammu nd) delimitation committee has act apart three 
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constituencies of Reasi Kahna Chak and Bishna for the 
Harijans only. If instead of these constituencies being 
reserved three seats had been set apart for these Harijans 
in addition to general seats, there would have been no 
injustice to the general electorate, which has thus been 
a debarred from being represented in the constituent 


assembly, although they form majority of the population 


in all these areas. € 
The most glaring instance of the unfair d e E 
of the constitutencies was the one in regard to Kistwar 
which has the largest population of Harijans as no 
representation has been given to harijans there, the reason 
is simple. The Harijan candidate of the Praja Parishid in 
` this area Mr. Jagat Ram Arya was sure to get elected by an 
overwhelming majority. He was a member of the Praja 
Sabha. or the legislative assembly of the state last time. 
The government first tried to win him over to the side of 
national conference. On his refusal he was arrested and 
sent to Jail. He was however ordered to be released by the 
High court as a result of a Habeas Corpus application. 
" The Government then banned his entry into his home district 
of Kishtwar, by interning him in Srinagar, when there were 
protests against this around. The Delimitation committee . Y 
debarred Kishtwar from returning a Harijan Candidate, oA" 
thus making it impossible for the Praja faxghid candidate 
Mr.Jagat Ram Arya from being elected to constitutent 
a A Assembly. 
OS ; The Praja @arshid\protested against these injustices 
E: but of no effect. 


P 


OUT OF THE WAY POLLING STATIONS 


The fourth handicap put in the way of the Parja 
Parshid) coming out successful was to fix the polling 
stations at out of the way places, where the National 


conference, government resources alone could carry the 


voters, and not the central places. 
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41 OUT OF 65 NÓMINATIONS REJECTED 


The fifth and the most astrocious attempt that was 


` 


made against the Praja(Parshid was that no less than ad uo 


— 


out of the 65 nominations filed by the Praja Paxshíd for 
27 of the 30 seats from the Jammu province were rejected 
on the most flimsy grounds, while not a single nomination 
paper of any National Conference Candidate was rejected, . 0 


although the Praja Pa Shida filed very serious objections a 


against a number of them. 

As the Praja Parshid had expected trouble in connection 
with the nominations, it had taken the precautions of 
filling the nominations of more than one candidate from 24 


constitutencies and in some places the number of the 


Prashid nominations was even 3 and 4 but determined as the 
SS 8 returning officer were not to let the Praja Parshid 
Vo ON S contest these seats, all the 2 ox 3 on 4 nominations of 

E the parshid candidate were rejected on one ground or the 
i "d other. The details of the rejection of these nomination 


papers would therefore prove very interesting and deserve 
to be mentioned in some detail: 

d mn the Billawar constituency, four nominations 
were filed for Dhyan Singh Tara Chand, Thakur Dass and Ram 
Chand. All the four nomination papers were rejected on the 
ground that the proposals and seconders of these candidates 
were not able to produce state subjects certificates, 
though no such conditions was necessary according to the 
election rules. 

As against this, the nomination papers of the National 
Conference candidate named Ram Chandra Khajuria was 
accepted although his proposer and seconder too could not 
produce any state subject certificate and in addition his 
name was entered in the official electoral roll as Amar 
Chand and not as Ram Chanda. 

2. For Hiranagar constituency, the Parshid filed three 


nomination papers for Baldev Singh, Rudra Mani, Ram Dutt 
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Jawala Prakash. The nominations of the first three choices 
were rejected on the same basis of the state subject 
certificate and that of the last named candidate alone was 
accepted as the returning officer said he personally new 
the proposal and the seconder. 

For the Basohali constituency, the Pra-Prashid filled 
three nomination papers in the name of Tara Chand, Jagdish 
Sharma and Ramchand. The nominations of the first two were 
rejected on the same ground of the state subject certificate, 
but the nomination of Mr. Ramchand was rejected on the 
plea that he was a Govt. servant , although he had brought 
with him his resignation letter duly accepted by his 
officer. This resignation was not considered sufficient. 

As against this, the nomination paper of the National 
Conference candidate, Mahanat Ram, was accepted as valid, 
although he had not attached with his nomination the form 
of declaration specifying his election agent, the filling 
of which was compulsory for all candidates. 

4. For the Kathua constituency, the Parishad had set 
up no less than five candidates named Chagar Singh, Surindra 
Nath, Prithvi Singh, Ranjit-Singh and Vidya Prakash. The 
nominations of the first two were rejected on the same 
plea of State subject certificate. The nominations of 
Prithvi Singh and Ranjit Singh were rejected on the ground 
that they had been arrested in connection with the political 
movement in Jammu.The nomination of the fifth candidate 
was alone accepted as no fault could be found with his 
nomination paper. 

As against this, the nomination paper of the National 
Conference candidate, Maj. Piyar singh, was held valid, 
although he had not attached with the necessary declaration 
as required by the rules. 

5. For the Ramnagar constituency, three nomination 
papers were filled by the Praja Parshid for Hans Raj, 
Amrit Sagar and Shiv Charan. 
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The nomination Paper of Hans Raj was rejected on the 
Plea that he was not sure of his serial number on the 
official electoral roll. According to the original electoral 
roll his No. appeared to be 490, but in the revised list 
it was 491. As a precaution, he filled two separate 
nomination Papers, one giving the number as 490 and the 
other 491, but both were rejected on the ground that the 
candidate was not sure of his serial number. 

The nomination paper of Amrit Sagar was rejected on 
the plea that he was not able to produce a certified copy 
of his entry in the electoral roll, although he carried an 
official copy of the roll which contained his name. * 

The nomination paper of Shiv charan was rejected on 
the plea that the name entered in the electoral roll was 
L.Shiva Charan, while the nomination paper merely stated 
Shiva Charan even though the father's name and all other 
particulars tallied fully. 

As against this, the nomination paper of the National 
conference candidate, L.Hans Raj, was held as valid, although 
his name was entered as L.Hem Raj. 

In addition, the nomination paper of Raghunath Singh 
and Dhanvantar Singh from the Samba constituency, of Shiv 
Lal from R.S.Pura and Sham lal from Akhnoor -and other were 
rejected on the basis of clerical mistakes or minor printing 
errors. The nomination Paper of Dharam Paul, a Praja 
Parishad candidate, was first accepted for the R.S.Pura 
constituency but he was latter beaten and made to withdraw 
Mt 

FAVOUR TOWARDS THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE CANDIDATES 

Compared to these impediments put in the way of the 
Praja Parishad candidates, the way the National Conference 
candidates were favoured is illustrated by the following: 

The name of Shrimati Ram Dei, who had been set up by 
the National conference for the Jammu City southern 
constituency, appeared in electoral roll as Mrs. Brigadier 
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Rajindra Singh singh and not as ---- still her nomination 
Daner WAS accent en 
i a EM T de rs Spa 

The name of the National conference candidates from 


Gamha named Gaara Cinch ac well as tha anaf hic esrondor 
DOI L lici AFL i ‘ inci a SUBE e ile OL ALS Secon C 


did not tally with the entries in the electoral roll.Even 
then his nomination paper was held valid 

The father's name of Challa Singh, the National 
Conference candidate from the Chhamb constituency according 
to the State subject certificate is Barita, but in the 
electoral roll it was entered as Briti Singh. In addition, 
he is a Jat in the state subject certificate, but is 
entered as a Sikh in the electoral roll. Still, his 
nomination was held valid. 

Although the election rules laid down that the 
obiections on all nomination papers should be decided on 
one and the same dav, in Kathua constituency they were 
held over for the second day on the plea that both the 
presiding officers had fallen ill simultaneously, with a 
view to help the National Conference candidates. 

The ahove instances are only illustrated and not 
exhaustive, How for the elections in Jammu can be fair and 
free can easily be made out from these. 

OFFTCTAT, INTERFERENCE 


In addition to this, the entire administrative machinery 


of the National Conference Govt. has been geared to carry 
on propaganda of the most malicious type against the Praja 
Parishad, under the direct supervision of the Dy. Prime 
Minister of the State, who has been touring the Jammu 
province, threatening and intimating the people against 
supporting the Parishad. i 

The Deputy Commissioner of Kathua, accompanied by the 
Minister, sh. Girdhari lal Dogra has been touring and 
addressing the public meetings in favour of the National 
Conference candidates. He has cancelled the arms licences 


of many people in the border areas who did not support the 
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National conference candidates and gave green licences to 
these who opposed the Praja Parishad. 
In the same way, the Tehsildar, and the Naib Tehsildar 


of Ramnagar have been doing open propaganda work in favour 
of the National Conference against the Praja-Parishad. 

The above are some of handicaps which make it impossible 
for the Praja-Parishad to have a fair deal in these 
elections. Go Pala 

MR. GOPASWAMI AYYANGER HELPLESS 

I came to meet the Minister of State, Mr. N.Gopalaswami 
Ayyanger, to point out to him all these irregularities in Te 
the hope that he would be able to secure a deal for 


the Praja Parishad in Jammu, but I regret to find that 


“beyond some vógue assurances, he has not been able to 
assure me that the Praja Parishad could expect justice and 
fair play in these elections. 
IMPARTIALITY NECESSARY 
If the Government of India and the State Government 2 
A want the formation of a truly representative constituent — C 


| ——assembly for the Jammu and Kashmir state, the least they 
must do is:- 

1. To hold.an independent, Judicial enquiry to the 
rejection of the nomination paper of the Praja Parishad 
candidates, thereby enabling the Praja parishad to contest 
in all the 27 constituencies from where iE had originally 
Set up its candidates. 

22 To appoint some supreme court judge to conduct 
the elections in Jammu, to assure perfect impartiality. 

3. To prevent Government servants from working for 99) 
candidates of any party in the state: 

The following statement issued by Pt. P.N.Dogra just uu 
adBcensphepnessEconferenceft:c 7 “ill. como uuu EE 

aes In my statement dated 6th October, 1951 at a Press 
conference in New Delhi I briefly explained the various 


tactics adopted by the N.C. cumGovt.. in preventing real 
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representatives of the people from entering the constituent 
Assembly. To ensure free and fair elections I suggested to 


held an independent judicial inquiry into the rejection 


of nominations Papers and to prevent Govt. servants from 
influencing the voters and helping the candidates of any 
; party. But the State Govt. and the Govt. of India paid no toy D 
welp Compa DEE heed ES she The(W.c} of the(P. F unanimously M DELE. po^ 
suggestions which were further ratified by the representative 4 
from all parts of Jammu province gathered together in 
Jammu to decide future course of action after our withdrawal 


from the elections as a protest against partial and 


É unfair practices. The tonstituent Assembly is the nominee 

con Of the(N.9. No confidence Resolutions were passed by all 

mo the constituencies of the Jammu province against the 
N 


representative character of these nominated members and 

the Assembly which is to function as the sovereign 

democratic body. I would have cared a little to Say a word 

about the procedure adopted by such an Assembly for 

election petitions vide J&K Govt.. Gazette dated 15th. 

Oct. 1951. But before being blamed for not availing of the 
p z ^ chance of proving the Farcial nature of the Assembly 

elections though elections petitions, I consider it proper | 

to make it public, that this procedure was another fraud 

to dupe people as no justice could be expected from the 

body which itself is responsible for all injustices and 

partialities. 

In old J&K Praja Sabha election rules of 1942, rules 

for the final decision of doubts and disputes as to the 

validity of an election are given under section 117, the 

court holding such an enquiry is defined as the high court 3 

of judicature or any other tribunal Specially empowered 

or appointed by the government. Under the Govt. of India 3 

corrupt Practices and election, petitions against any 

returned candidate are to be presented before the Governor 

who is to appoint commission for the trial of petitions 


E 
|| 
i 
OF 
4 
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Aletas | those persons who are or have been or are 
eligible to be appointed judges of the High court and 
shall appoint one of them to be the President. Thus for 
hearing election petitions the appointment of Independent 
tribunals or commissions consisting of Judicial luminaries 
is made by the Govt.. and not by the Assembly. But in our 
state the procedure adopted by this manipulated so-called 
Sovereign democratic assembly is a novel one, suited to 
gain its own ends. The Resolution in question published 
in the Gazette of Nov. 15,1951 which came to be distributed 
after the 20th Nov. 1951 i.e. 20 days back, leaving only 


ten days for the urban constituencies and practically no 


time for the rural constituencies to file petitions, is 
another fraud. The period of submitting election expenses 
on the other hand was extended because illiterate members 
failed to do it within the prescribed period. 

- The so-called Assembly inspite of its unrepresentative 
character and having no confidence of the people of the 


Jammu province has been given vide arbitrary powers under 


| sub para even of appointing tribunal and even dismissing 
the petitions. Because of this novel procedure and 
concentration of powers in one person no fair deal was 
dre possible from such a body and as such it was useless to 
approach it for justice, which was sure to be denied, as 


it had been denied by the wholesale rejection of nomination 


cl Wr e Yl. 


papers. The P.P.under these circumstances did not consider 
oo Li ` 2 . . . . 
i S d Lol it worthwhile to file election petition; 
He also met Mr. Gopala Swami Ayyanger, the then Minister 


o cae f b 11 th 1 
2 of States, and reported about a these irregularities 
fid, Ha das E. = 2$. 


TERA J 200 and mese the pe Os : ax | | | 
^ at 1. To hold an independent judicial inquiry into the 
aud rejection of the nomination papers of the Praja Parishad 
aff bo fae o. pi candidates in all the 27 constituencies from where it had 
4 deut originally put up its candidates; 
Comm L Lusu of ii. To appoint some Supreme Court judge to conduct 


y Py) 
sel]. 5 
( Pom {math ) ce 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


45 


e 


the elections in Jammu, to assure perfect impartiality; 
and 


3] 


iii. To prevent Government servants from working for 
candidates of any party in the State. 

The General Secretary of All J&K Praja Parishad in a 
letter to State Election commission dated December 5,1951 LG 


made the similar complaints”. The party's working committee 


re yy ™MH ba 
bro pormo 


— 


ae nas 12 4 


met on September, 1951 in Jammu and adopted a resolution, 


A 
a 


giving an ultimatum to the government to set right the 


3.5. 
je 


V deliberate rejections of party's candidates uptil September 


AE moon, failing which it might go to the extent of Q7 


gere Ip 
ru IY. a 


boy cotting the elections”? The party ultimately in a 
telegram to Prime Minister of India on October 127, VOD e 
: Rx 
—- boy cotted the election under protest. The Constituent ` A 


Assembly, therefore, consisting of 75 National Conference Ny 1 
nominees as its members. 


Meanwhile a few Pro-Parishad students staged a 


demonstration and registered a protest against the( hosting) 


of the National Conference flag in a function held at 


G.G.M.Science College on January]5,19524— — . 


um  — —Pt-P-N-Dogra had then sent the following letter CS 
ond ds the Prime Minister of Govt. of India New Delhi on Feb. 


195215.- 
s E. Prime Minister 


Government of India Union, 
New Delhi. 


meon 


N 


| Sir, ^ 
| We feel it our patriotic duty to bring to your notice 
through the following memorandum the growing deterioration 
in the internal situation of Jammu and Kashmir State which 
if not improved in time, is bound to affect adversely the 
wider interest of India as a whole. The need for greater 
attention and speedy improvement in the situation has 
been made imperative by the development in Pakistan and 
intensification of the Pakistani propaganda of preparation 


y 
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for sabotage and war from inside and outside the strategic 
part of India. 

Eleven years have passed since Jammu and Kashmir State 
which has been an integral part of India, historically, 
geographically and culturally all through the ages, acceded 
to India according to the procedure laid down in Mount 
Batten Plan. It was then hoped that the anomalies in the 
relationship of Jammu and Kashmir with the rest of India 
will be removed, and its people, as citizens of India, 
will be given opportunity to run a new leaf in their lives 
and live as equal citizens of India enjoying the rights 
and liberties guaranteed by the constitution of India. 

But these hopes and aspirations have remained 
unfulfilled so far. The Government of India has thought it 
fit to lay store more by a few individuals than by the 
people of the State as such. And these individuals, first 
Sheikh Abdullah and now Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad, are more 
interested in keeping themselves in power by denying to 
the people their basic rights and liberties, than in 
developing a spirit of unity and equality in the people of 
the State and their brethren in the rest of India. It is 
this desire to keep power in his own hands which motivated 
Sheikh Abdullah to insist upon a separate constitution 
for the State which gave his and his Government special 
and unchallenged powers to ride through stood over the 
basic rights, liberties and aspirations of the people to 
be one with the rest of India. 

The people, therefore, raised their voice against 
his separatist and dictorial policies. Under the leadership 
of Praja Parishad thousands of people suffered incarcerations 
and scores of people faced police bullets in the defence 
of India's tricolour flag in this part of India. This epic 
of suffering and sacrifice culminated in the supreme 
Sacrifice of late Dr. Shyama Prasad Mooker Ji in Srinagar 


Jail, which finally opened the eyes of the people and 
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Government of India to the realities of the situation in 
the State and ambition of Sheikh Abdullah. 

With downfall of Abdullah and rise of Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohmmad to power hopes were raised once again that anomalies 
in the relationship of Jammu and Kashmir State with the 
rest of India will be removed once for all and that 
disabilities from which the people of the state are made 
to suffer for the pleasure of the ruling Junta will be 
done away with. But we are pained to say that even though 
five years have passed since that change over the people's's 
hopes and aspirations about becoming one with their 
compatriots of the rest of India in all respects have not 
only remained unfulfilled but what is worse they are even 
being deprived of the most elementary rights and liberties. 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad in order to perpetuate himself in 
power is following such policies as have sapped all good 
will of the people which he initially enjoyed. He has 
become a ruthless dictator trying to keep himself in 
power by all means fair or foul. Absence of full jurisdiction 
of Supreme Court of India has enabled him and his Government 
to curb the basic liberties and freedom of the people who 
are being denied the freedom of speech, association and 
expression in so many dubious ways. What is worse. the 
elections to the State Legislature and to the local 
Panchayats are being so rugged as to make them a mere 
force. Some glaring and incontrovertible example of this 
ruthless suppression of civil liberties lawlessness and 
ragging of election are given below: 

3 1. Interference by the persons belonging to the party 
in power in the administration of the State is very commonly 
seen in the Jammu and Kashmir State. If the administration 
takes upon itself to transfer a person against whom the 
administration receives numerous complaint such transfers 
are later withheld on the interference of the members 


belonging to the National Conference. One such instance 
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is that of Mr. Dr R.S.Modi Health officer of the Jammu 
Municipality. This complaints have increased to such an 
extent that the "Kashmir Post" a pro-Government paper had 
to write in its edition dated January 10th,1959. 
"We would particularly like to draw 
the attention of the Government towards 
two or three main defects which are at 
the root of over all inefficiency in the 
administration. 
Firstly undue interference with day to 
day working of the administration by the 
Political executives ( Ministers etc.) 
Should be completely stopped. This single 
factor is responsible for the lack of the 
qualities of efficiency, initiative, 
imagination, leadership and taking of 
responsibility among the civil service. 
This undue interference in administrative 
matters is also responsible for growing 
inefficiency and corruption. There have 
been instances to prove that this undue 
interference on the part of some of the 
Ministers has resultidfin undoing of 
flouting some of the decision of the 
Government". 

This is not only with this Government alone but since 
the very inception of popular rule in the State it has 
been faced by the people very often. Even the Chief 
Conservator of Forests had to complain against the undue 
interference of the National Conference Organization in 
his administrative affairs. This interference has created 
inefficiency in the administration and induces the 
government employees also to take part in the party politics. 
The Government machinery act on the advice of the National 


Conference Organisation and they do all foul acts to see 
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that their masters are pleased in one way or other with 
the result that the people do not get justice at their 
hands because they do not dare to complain against their 
high-handed acts. We have several times demanded from the 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir that the government machinery 
should be left aloof to decide matters for themselves and 
not to be interfered but this advice and suggestions has 
been ridiculed and not weighed in its true perspective. 
2. The administration has become top heavy. In the 
days of the Maharaja there were only five Ministers to 


look after the affairs or the entire state including that 


part which has now been occupied by the Pakistan and at 
present there are 12 Ministers to look after 2/3rd part 
of the State. Not only that the Police expenditure in the 
State has increased from 16 lacs to 64 lacs with the | 
result that there is lesser efficiency. Murderers go un- | 
traced and people abstain from reporting the offences 
inthe police station for getting the offenders penalised. 
their confidence in,the efficiency investigation and inquiry 
is completely shaken. Besides that superfluous posts are 
being created to accommodate the retired hands and also 
persons in the good books of the rulers. The office of the 
Constitutional Advisor is still being retained to 
accommodate another retired hand. Recently, again a new 
post of Chairman Land Laws Committee has been created to 
accommodate the retiring Financial Commissioner. 
In 30 Tehsils of the entire state there were previously 
30 Tehsildars with same number of Naib Tehsildars but at 
present there are about 60 Tehsildars and about 125 their 
Naibs. Besides the above mentioned superfluous posts special 
advisors, and special officers . attached to various 
Departments of the Jammu and Kashmir State have been 
i appointed with a plea to bring the administration in tone 


with rest of India. 
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3. Food Situation 

the food situation in the State has deteriorated since 
the year, 1947. Previous to that three lakh maunds of food 
stuffs were imported from India to meet the deficit to 
feed the entire population of the State and now that 1/3rd 
part of the State which was mostly deficit area, is in 
the possession of the enemy and 1/4th of the population 
is on the other side of the Cease Fire Line the Government 
figures tell that the State is deficit of 42.52 maunds of 
food stuffs. It may also be mentioned here that the State 
has spent about 3 crores of rupees on the improvement of 
Irrigation of the State and about one crore on the 
improvement of Agriculture for increasing the production 
of the food stuffs. The various land reforms introduced so 
far to increase the food stuffs have also resulted in the 
increase of the import of food stuffs. The Government has 
given several different figures that it has spent for the 
improvement of the irrigation for production of the food 
stuffs. These figures are varying and are distorted. 
Questions in the Assembly regarding the authenticity of 
the figures are not replied. In the State the food situation 
inspite of all the expenditure that the Government has 
borne has not shown any better results. 

4.  Lawlessness 

There is complete lawlessness inthe Jammu and Kashmir 
State Decoits go set free because they have the backing 
of the leaders of the National Conference ruling party. 
Attack on the Government officials are not cared for and 
the accused belonging to the National Conference are not 
prosecuted. In October, 1957, the Excise Party aided by 
the Police and the Magistrate raided Bhore Camp for 
detecting the illicit traffic in illicit distillation. 
More than 1000 gallons of illicit liquor were recovered 
from this camp and the persons from whom this illicit 
liquor was recovered backed by S.Janak Singh, the leader 
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of the camp, who also happens to be a member of the 


Executive of the provincial National Conference attacked 
the raiding party and deprived the officers of their 
uniforms they were wearing and also some other articles. 
The case against these persons was registered under sections 
395,149,332 of the R.P.C. and the persons arrested were 
released by the timely help of the leaders of the National 
Conference to these assailants. They later induced the 
District Magistrate to write to the government Prosecutor 
to withdraw the case. Inspite of the fact that it had been 
sent by the Additional magistrate to the Sub Judge Magistrate 
Ist Class on the 18th November, 1957. The challan was 


presented to the said Magistrate on 28.4.1958 with the 
request that the case be allowed to be withdrawn and the 
order of the Sub Judge Magistrate on the file reads as :- 
"28.4.58. government Prosecutor Present 9 — y- 
Accused absent. Challan has been produced 
to day. It may be entered on the register. 
The Government prosecutor has submitted 
an application that in accordance with 
the order of the District Magistrate he 
may be allowed to withdraw the case. There 
is no reason mentioned in this application 
for withdrawal of the case. Any how the © 
permission is hereby given. The statement 
of the Government prosecutor is recorded. 
Since the sanction for the withdrawal has 
been given the case be dismissed and 
consigned to the records and the accused 
be deemed to be discharged". 
Order announced f 
Sd/- S.J.Magistrate, Ist Class Jammu 
NR TE on the workers of the opposition parties is 
the order of the day. In the Kashmir valley even M.L.A.'s 
are not spared. The Ex-Revenue Minister Syed Mir Qasim and 
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ex-Speaker of the Legislative Assembly Mr. Ghulam Rasool 
Ranzu were attacked while they had gone to Sopore in 
connection with the Town Area Elections. Ghulam Rasool 
Kar was also man handled and severely beaten. Even in 
Jammu province Mr. Rajinder Singh M.L.A. who had gone to 
Poonch in connection with the organizational work was 
attacked and the meeting he was addressing, was tried to 
be dispersed with the help of the police and the Block 
Development Officers. Mr. Abdul Rehaman a member of the 
working committee of the Praja Parishad was also man 
handled by the Tehsil Secretary of the National Conference 
Mr. G.H.Goni. And very recently in the month of December, 
1958 when two workers of the Praja Parishad of Ramban Mr. 
Labhoo Ram Tehsil President of Praja Parishad and Charanjit 
Lal had been to illaqa Bhattal Tehsil Reasi they were 
attacked by the goondas who were being led by the Patwari 
Abdul Majid and other Government officials of that area. 
One of the above mentioned two workers Mr., Charanjit Lal 
received very serious injuries. This is not a single 
instance in that area even previously Shri- Beli Ram, 
Lumberdar who had dared to challenge the election of Mr. 
Mohammad Ayub Kha/ Deputy Speaker Legislative Assembly 


who also happens to be the President of the provincial 


National Conference has been implicated in several criminal 
cases like murder of persons who were later found to be 
alive, His house was stoned and he was tortured to the 
maximum to withdraw the petition. Reports were lodged 
with the police and the Prime Minister also was informed. 

Corruption 

Corruption, nepotism and favouritism is rampant in 
the administration. The Prime Minister himself corrupts 


the men by purchasing the workers of the political parties. 


Persons belonging to the National Conference are recruited 


inthe Government service thereby inducing people to join 


the National Conference for getting service in the 
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Government. and also other favours from it. Contracts and 
route permits are granted in favour of those persons who 
agree to work for the National Conference. Complaints 
against the sub Judge Magistrate Ist class Reasi Shri Tek 
Chand for his being corrupt and having taken bribes from 
the litigants has not been inquired into inspite of the 
public demand and representation. 


Plans 


^ 


The first and the second five vear plan in the Jammu 
4 k 


and Kashmir State were formulated without proper planning. 


NN 
There have been bungling iX the construction works and 


crores of rupees have been waste on these plans. For 
instance the Kishtwar Canal which was originally estimated 
to cost 6 lakhs to the State exchequer has taken 28.68 
lakhs of rupees and had to be given up because it was 


found impracticable to be dug. Money allotted to the 


' 
f 
^ 


Panchayats has been embezzled in every block. Even the 
C.I.D. reports and Audit Reports confirm the above facts 
No action is being taken against the defaulters because 
thev happen to be either the members of the National 
Conference or the favourite and relatives of the ruling 


clique. Industries working in the Maharaj's rule have 


since been closed and those started by the present regime N; 
p 


like Jammu Wood Factorv, Thana Woods Works and Ramnagar S 
Woollen Weaving centre and many other have been Closets 
The condition of remaining factories like Willow Factory, 
Drug Factory and Sericulture are also not satisfactory. 
Industrial loans have been given to the National conference 
workers. These loans have also not been utilised for the 
purpose for which these were given to them nor these have 
been realized. Private Weaving Handicrafts providing work 
to thousands of workers have also suffered extinction due | 
to non availability of cotton yarn. 
Elections 


Elections to the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly 
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were conducted in a very corrupt and high handed manner. 
The Government officials were instructed by Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammad Prime Minister to reject the nomination papers 
of the Praja Parishad candidates. 20 election petitions 
regarding the elections in the Jammu province were filed 
about two years ago. Out of these 20 only two have been 
disposed off uptil now and the single man election tribunal 
has been appointed for the entire State. Whereas in the 
rest of India there is one Election Tribunal for each 
District,. And in cases where the elections have been 
declared void bye elections have been conducted and if 
there had been any corrupt practice in those elections the 
elections petitions have been filed with regard to such 
elections as well but in the State even though it is, as 
far as 22 August,1958 that the Honourable High Court 
declared the election of Mr. G.A.Dev a National Conference 
candidate of the Doda constituency to be void. No by- 
election has been conducted so far and there is no 
possibility of the elections being conducted in this 
constituency for another period of four months. 

Official interference and that of Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammad's personal interference in Town Area elections 
have been very much seen during these elections. The 
opposition candidates were kidnapped and were forced at 
the point of pistol to withdraw the contest. In Bishna the 
successful praja Parishad candidate was declared 
unsuccessful and was later tortured and severely beaten. 
When he came out of the clutches of the Police and was 
being brought to Jammu for medical inspection and for 
deposing true facts he was re-arrested by the police 
alongwith those who were bringing him to Jammu. These 
persons were also tortured. 

Such are the woeful conditions in the Jammu and Kashmir 
State and it has created a strong belief in the people 


that as long as this Government and as long as the State 


> 
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enjoys the special status in the Indian Constitution and 
the present government is in power and the jurisdiction of 
the election commission of India and that act of the 
Supreme court in complete is not extended to the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir there can be no free elections in this 
state as a result thereof no legal constitutional and 
orderly Government can be set up in the Jammu and Kashmir 
State. This is not a hidden secret and as your honour have 
also declared it in your speech in the Parliament. 
Besides the suppression of civil liberties and ragging 


of elections which is steadily destroying faith of the 


people in democratic remedies for the redress of their 
grievances, the ruling Junta is playing havoc with the 
administration by complications, aligning it with ruling 
party and making it an instrument for party propaganda.As 
a result all officials who do not like to subordinate 
their independence of judgement of the ruling party 4 
dictation are finding themselves in a very precarious 
position. Inefficient and corrupt juniors who are prepared 
to play second fiddle to the ruling party are being promoted 
to high posts without any regard to seniority and 
efficiency. Funds given for the execution of the 2nd Five 
Year Plan are being spent more to further party interests 
than for real improvement of the State. Partisanship, e 
provincialism and communalism and also me REICH eI M and 
corruption are rampant in all walks of administration. 

All this has created general discontent amongst the 
people of the State. The blame for all the corruption and 
suppression of liberties is being assigned to the Government 
of India which, in the popular eye, is the power behind 
the present ruling Junta /Naturally this situation is 
being exploited by anti-India elements to the detriment 
of the wider interests of India. It has, therefore, become 
imperative for the Government of India to look into the 


whole situation and take remedial measures without any 
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further delay. Indian Government cannot take shelter behind 
the convenient plea that internal affairs in the State are 
the responsibility of the State Government because the 
issue and interests involved in Kashmir ultimately effect 
the whole of India and not Kashmir alone. 

We, therefore, appeal to you to take immediate steps 
on the lines given below to save the situation in the 
State from further deterioration. 

1. Pending full application of the Constitution of 
India to the Jammu and Kashmir State after the deletion of 
section 370 in the Indian constitution, immediate steps 
should be taken to bring the State Judiciary fully under 
the control of the Supreme court and extend the jurisdiction 
of the Election Commissioner of India to the State so that 
all further elections in the State be conducted by it. 

2. Since the State officials have lost all independence 
and integrity and have become demoralised senior staff 
for conducting elections should be deputed from India. 

3. Elections to the local bodies so far held by 
scrapped and fresh elections ordered under the supervision 
of a high and impartial judicial officer. 

4. People of the State a GANEN the right to elect 
their representatives to the Lok Sabha directly and that 
elections must be conducted by the Election Commission of 
India. 

5. The State officials promoted to I.A.S. and 1.P.S. 
cadres be sent outside for gaining further experience and 
training and some experienced I.A.S. and I.P.S. officers 
holding independent views from other parts of the country 
be sent to the State to tone up the State administration. 

6. Anallparty planning advisory committee including 
experts in the industry etc. should be set up to advise 
and guide the state in respect of schemes to be taken up 
and money to be spent for the plan purposes. 


Any failure to move quickly on the lines suggested 
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above is certain to create further complications. People 
of the State are looking to the Government of India for 
the redress of their legitimate grievances and making 
the administration good and efficient. If they are 
disappointed they will have to turn to other remedies 
which may not be very palatable to the government of India 
at this movement. It is why we earnestly request you not 
to allow the things to drift. Let us all endeavour to keep 
the wider interests of the motherland and his Government 
and unchal above party's interests and do the things in 
right time. 
Dated Jammu the, Feb. 1959 Yours faithfully 
Prem Nath Dogra 
President 
All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad 


/ / Jammu Tawi 


“This led the arrést of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra 2 and other AUN 
PP eee p 


Í € “ffhe Head Lama of Ladakh  Kushak Bakülaj/ 
said..."Kashmir valley might in case of a U.N. plebiscite, 

choose to opt for Pakistan. In that case...there can be no 
question of Ladakh being dragged into 2) 
Pakistan...Ladakh...would sooner join ee e 77 
suggested... the break up of the present territories of 

the State of Jammu and Kashmir into Kashmir valley, Jammu 

and Ladakh-with the first continuing its present status 

and the latter two acceding to Bharat as directly and 

fully as any other constituent of our federation seems 
cut OF the perplesities of the people ci E7 
TA and A A SS 
o. On the other hand Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg, the then 
Chairman, of the Basic Principles Committee declared in 

the Kashmir Consembly on March 24,1952 that the State of 

Jammu and Kashmir would be an autonomous Republic within 

the Indian Union, with a separate President, national 


Assembly, Judiciary, Regional autonomy and a separate 
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: "E 1 rad 
citizenship”. Beg's statement was deeply resented not 
only in Jammu and Ladakh but throughout India and it 
created serious apprehension about the credibility of the 


National Conference leadership. Mr. Durga Das Verma, the 


then General Secretary of the Praja Parishad said, "We 
have decided to pool all resources to fight against the / 


dangerous designs of the party in power which wants to, So 
` . cS E ‘ 
make the State a sovereign Republic”: 1 


Dogit Som SILA, Jammu The following statement is the reaction of Dográ Sanstha 


had usuce a against Mr. M.A. Beg statement made in constitutent Assembly 


O SKaTR evt | 
cC [on March 24,1953 


on Meda 53 


—— Dogri Santha 

Dogri Sanstha is a cultural organisation of the Dogra 
Pahari people of Jammu. It has been working for the last 
nine years for the cultural and social advancement of our 
people. It is a patriotic body. It was the first to 
welcome the rise of popular democracy in the state in 1947 
and work actively for the spread of National Conference 
Movement in Jammu Province, because we believe that the 
consolidation of patriotic elements in the State would 
led strength and stability to the forces of nationalism in 
India ( A copy of the appeal made to the people by the 
Organisation at that time is attached for your perusal). 
As such we alone can reflect the true aspirations of our 
people, their tone and temper as we alone have living 
contacts with them. 

The proposed constitution of the State -ordinarily, 
we keep away from politics but when politics begins to 
have a vital bearings upon our future as a people, 
silence does not retain its attributed golden qualities. 
The recent announcement of the Hon'ble Mirza Mohd Afzal 
Beg the Hon'ble Revenue Minister of the State in the 
Constituent Assembly that the Kashmir would be fully 
autonomous republic within India has raised some basic 


issues which shall have far reaching effect on our people 
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and their culture. It is in the belief that the 
representation of the real feelings and sentiments of the 
people about these would be of some help to you in 
understanding the nature of the problem and in finding a 
basis for minimum working agreement, that we have taken 
liberty of addressing these few lines to you. 

ACCESSION AND RELATIONS WITH INDIA 

The State's relations with India are governed by the 
terms of the Instrument of Accession and subsequent 
stipulation which secure for the State a greater degree of 
separation than the other acceding states. An acceding 
state can stipulate for a greater measure of autonomy 
than other. But there are real differences between Jammu 
and Kashmir about the degree and extent of autonomy secured. 
The degree of integration and separation can be varied by 
varying the number of subjects on the state list, but 
accession to India does not establish the State to repudiate 
the basic concepts of the Indian constitution. 

Most people in Jammu would like to join India as other 
States have joined. There is nothing communal about it. 
This desire is natural as complete integration with India 
brings some immediate economic benefits and we stand in 
need of immediate economic relief. But the people of Jammu 
will always be prepared to accommodate the other point of 
view and they will agree to the State retaining a larger 
number of subjects on the state list as a compromise. But 
the following basic issues admit of no compromise and the 
government of India should take, therefore due note of 
them. Whatever, degree of State's internal autonomy we 
shall not subscribe to a constitution which does not 
provide for: 

a. Integration of State's territory with India and 
hence abolition of Custom or any other condone. 

b. The powers of the Union President as the Supreme 


Head of the entire territories of India including the 
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State. 


c. Jurisdiction of the Union Supreme court as the 
guardian of the law and constitution. 

d. The fundamental rights granted by the Indian 
constitution 

Ruling House 

The question of the head of the State also is not so 
simple. We do not oppose the dissolution of the ruling 
dynasty if this can facilitate the accession of the entire 
state to India. But the dissolution of the head dissolves 


the existing political unity of the various national areas. 


The state is in the main composed of four distinct 
geographical regions which had different status before 
they were brought together into one political unit. 

1. Jammu National area between Banihal and Ravi was 
a principality held by the Raja Gulab Singh Ji. 

2. Ladakh was a part of Tibet but was conquered by 
Raja Gulab Singh in 1842. 

3. Kashmir and the Northern areas were secured through 
treaty of Amritsar in 1846. 

4. Poonch was a Jagir of Raja Dhian singh, Raja 
Gulab Singh's younger brother. 

With the dissolution of the ruling house the sovereignty 
reverts to these national areas and new unity can only be 
forged if the independent status of the regions is recognised 
and accepted. If the State is to function within Indian 
Constitution the removal of the ruling Prince places 
following constitutional alternatives before the State 
Government. 
xt cH TE can advise the President that he may after 
consulting the wishes of the people merges it with adjoining 
State or States. 

b. It can inform the President that the State may 
now be admitted as part A State. 


People in Jammu would not strive for the disintegration 
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of the state as a Unit. The state has come to them as a 
heritage from their illustrious forefathers. They are 
prepared to accept the (b) alternative in spite of the 
fact that merger with Himmachal would culturally and 
linguistically be more natural. 

BOUNDARIES OF THE VARIOUS REGIONS 

This is another very important question. It is reported 
that the areas between Pirpanchal and the Patni Top are 
being integrated with kashmir and Rajouri and Poonch is 
being declared as a separate autonomous region. The creation 
of these regions has to be viewed from the larger interests 
of the security of the northern frontiers of India. We met 
Professor Shibban Lal Sexana some two years back and 
supplied him with a written note of the subject warning 
him that sooner or later Kashmir would declare itself to 
be an autonomous republic and would try to grab as much of 
territories as it can. Unfortunately, we have not the note 
with us. But the truth of the Statement can be ascertained 
by referring to Professor Shibban Lal who may still have 
the note with him. The people of Jammu will not submit to 
the partition of their areas and shall whatever their 
political belief or party alignment stake their all for 
the integrity of the areas between the Pirpanchal and the 
Ravi. The integrity of these areas is essential from 
India's point of view as well. This area of the Middle 
mountains is of great strategic importance. The Kishtwar 
Tehsil is the biggest and of the greatest economic and 
geopgraphic significance. The great Himmalayan Zanskar 
range separates it in the east from Sarru and Zanskar 
illaga of Ladakh and Pirpanchal to the west separates both 
Ramban and Kistwar from the Kashmir valley. The south east 
is bounded by Pangikulu Lahol. Thus Kishtwar occupies a 
very important strategic position in the geography of the 
regions lying north of Himmachal Pardesh commanding routes 
into the valley, Ladakh, Pangi lahol and plains of the 
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State. If this region is taken away from Jammu the security 
of Jammu, Himmachal and Pangi Lahol will be seriously 
affected. Moreover, we feel that the demarcation of the 
boundaries as reported in the Press divides the territories 
of the State into Muslim and non Muslims areas which 
amounts to directly playing into the hands of Pakistan. 
These areas are economically, culturally and geographically 
part of Jammu province and on this there cannot be any 
compromise. 

But in case India is unable to exert pressure for 
integration on account of any previous commitment we hope 
and believe that Govt. of India will help us in securing 
our just place in the arrangements contemplated. There is 
acute discontentment among the people in Jammu and a 
satisfactory solution of the issues raised will relieve $ 
discontent to a great extent. In case Kashmir chosen to be 
an autonomous unit we submit an alternative arrangement 
which can meet the aspiration of the people of this place 
to a large extent. (copy enclosed).In case aspirations of 
the people of this place are not recognised and accommodated 
there is a great danger of the situation deteriorating . 


We feel it our duty to inform the Govt. of India through 23 
H . A A ee 
you of the facts of the situation 


The following is the statement issued by Shri Durga 
Dass Verma-The General Secretary, The All J&K Praja Parishad 
when ; M.A.Beg announced inthe J&K Constituent Assembly 
| that J&K State would be an autonomous Republic with in 
Indian Republic":- 


The following is the full text of the Statement 
issued by Sh.Durga dass Verma, General Secretary, All 
Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad on 28.3.1952. 

Cen EA cn. oe My attention has been drawn to the recent statement 
of Shri Mirza Mohd Afzal beg in the Kashmir consembly that 
"State of Jammu and Kashmir would be an autonomous Republic 


within the Indian Union and that the State would have its 


D 


sf 
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President as also its own National Assembly"etc. ,etc. 
While highly disappointing to the elements desirous of 


speedy integration of the State with Bharat, it has not 


in the least caused any surprise to the Parishad circle at 
large. Whereas it confirms our oft repeated doubts regarding 
this sinister move towards independence of the present 
rulers of the State, it must serve as an eye opener to 
the people of the Indian Republic. 

Shri Sheikh Abdullah's and his lieutenants' these 
ill advised utterances are a timely pointer to prove what 
is being manipulated behind the screens. The present 
declaration of Shri Beg to the above effect is only a 
final release of all that the Kashmir National Conference 
leaders by virtue of being the unquestionable masters of 
the State at present, expressed so often by Shri Abdullah 
himself, though hesitantly and diplomatically. 

Evidently this goes against Indias' interest, its 
integrity, and solidarity. This specially privileged and 
extraordinary position of rulers of the State, is sure to 
tempt others to develop the same separatism and independent 
tendency. The recent statement of His Holiness Shri Kasnypyl^ mS 

Buda (Bagki Ta, the head Lama of Ladakh, bears testimony to this 
apprehension. Every patriotic Indian will be perturbed to 
note this political drama being staged in the State, at a 
time, when the internal conditions definitely ill afford 
encouragement of such unfortunate tendencies among the 
different cultural zones of the State. Because of these 
impolitic declarations of the bosses of the party-in- 
power, I see no means to checkmate this frustrated 
psychology, which if allowed to develop shall ultimately 
bring disaster for the whole state. 

Further what is of more importance is that it shall 
besides leading to social disintegration, make us perpetual 
political slaves to this one party dictatorship and shall 


withhold our economic emancipation. 
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The people rightly feel that their ultimate salvation 
lies in the application of Indian Constitution, as at 
present there exists no liberty of press and platform, and 
mass detentions simply of political reference, without 
trials characterise the present set up in the state. 
Judiciary merely serves a routine constituent of State 
hiarchy and is under complete control of the all powerful 
executive. Thus the proposed autonomous Republican set up 
within Indian Union shall further go on» crushing the 
poverty striken people of the State under the heavy toll 
of Customs duty. 

In view of all these factors Parishad's stand of 
complete and unconditional accession of the State with 
India and the removal of discriminatory Section 370A from 
the Indian Constitution represents the inner feeling of 
the entire state. We are of the opinion that it shall not 
only make the people of the State one with India, but 
shall also provide them with opportunities for progress 
on equal footing with their Indian brothern. The fact 
that this very pro Indian stand of the Parishad has been 
responsible for the disrepute it has accumulated from the 
interested elements within and without the state, represents 
an unprecedented historical irony. All the insinuations, 
insults and humiliations are being suffered by it, as it 
stands by India, for India and with India. 

Now when shri Beg has laid true cards before the 
public eye, we hope it shall help the Indian masses to 
read the true implications and complications of issue and 
thus afford them an opportunity to rise to the occasion. 

As stated often Praja Parishad is the most dependable 
unit in the state. It is prepared to shed its last drop of 
blood to achieve its objective of application of Indian 
constitution in the State, which is knowingly obscure to 
Shri Abdullah. The charges of communalism, sectarianism, 


provincialism etc., are themselves belied by the fact 
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of India. It is too simple to need any further clarification 
or comment. 


The hostile attitude specially of the English Press 
of Bharat towards Praja Parishad is unfortunate in as much 
as it is unconsciously cutting at the very roots of Indian 
unity and solidarity and of oneness of policies and 
programmes. The cold welcome with which the Parishad is 
received or is made to be received would rather jeopardise 
Indian interest themselves, which Parishad endeavours to 
safeguard not caring even for its extinction. 

I hope that the said statement by the Hon'ble Revenue 
Minister in the State Constituent Assembly would serve 
its useful purpose by giving a strong jerk to those who 

À are complacent about the Kashmir's affairs and let them 
think seriously about this emerging headache to the Indian 
Republic. 
Jai Bharat Sd/- Durga Dass Verma 
General Secretary 
All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad 25] 
Jammu 
Mr. N.G.Ayyanger, the then minister of States of India, 
who visited Jammu in April 1952 to study the situation 
and to cool passions, advised the framer of the State 
Constitution to be practical and not led by shibboleths 


and theocratic ideas and rather display a measure of $559 


R political wisdom”. At (his instance the Parishad leaders 
har were released. As a result the National Conference leadership 
- in general and Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah in particular ex 


p : . E E 
hue mar felt} his as al]central intervention”, 
Á | P 5 


a 
t.P.N.Dsogra, the President of the All J&K Praja 7 el 
: howe Parishad had|issued the following statement of about the 
student agitation on 8.4.1952*:-- 5 7- 
ee od RESIDENT JAMMU & KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD ^ 


a Whereas it has been my endeavour and that of the 
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organization I have the honour to represent, to exercise 
necessary restraint in bringing to public light all the 
ommissions and commissions of the government for the healthy 
function of the Democratic set up of the State for the 
last so many years of our existence, least exposers_a 
this state of our country's histofmay not strengthen the 
hand of our common enemy, it Alan remains an unsolved 
problem with me, as to what necessiated my arrest and the 
reign of terror thereafter. 

Inspite of the fact that our assertions during and 
after the students protest and incidents ca rel to 
the effect that the said students' movement was going on 
quite independent of our guidance and patronage have fully 
been substantiated, I still stand by my February 8th 
statement, demanding the institution of an independent 
enquiry commission to prove the validity of the Governments 
action, which the latter is justifying so much even now. 

Ever since the installation of present Government in 
the State all political detentions without trials have 
been carried out simply on political differences. Quite 
astonishingly I find not even a single instance when the 
present Government has cared to try a political detenue in 
an open court of law and furnish him with every legitimate 
facility that the law entitles him for his defence. Such 
an attitude on the part of the present Government besides 
being undemocratic is quite unbecoming for the much 
propagated popular character of the present regime. The 
natural result of all this is that a sense of despair and 
insecurity prevails throughout. 

The present dramatic "closure of the chapter" lends 
further belief that all the political opposition shall 
not be spared in the present set up of the State and shall 
therefore be an occasional pray for the bureaucratic 
irresponsibility and police lock ups. In view of the claim 


that the party in power taken fancy to reserve for itself, 
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it was expected that it shall establish decent political 
precedents in dealing with opposition. But is unpleasant 
to remark that our experience of the last 5 years has 
fully disappointed us in our expectations. Therefore the 
political capital that the Pakistan Government takes out 
from the mass risings, directed for economic betterment 
and political ameolatriation is the result of sheer lack 
of realism and civilised diplomacy of the rulers of the 
State. I wish even now the Government would realise its 
duty and acknowledge boldly the errors it is guilty of 
committing these years of its misuse of power and list 
thereby sorty political institutions to be followed by 
others. 

Now with our release, when the eclipsed political 
horizon of the state is somewhat clear before me, and all 
out stock taking is necessary in order to formulate our 
future policy. 

It is painful to note that the Government has rushed 
through the most undemocratic method of nominating the 
States's representatives to the Indian parliament, in. 
quite disregard of our innocent clamour for their election, 
the practice which was followed in other states of India. 
Ake Not only this the leaders of the party in power had the 

— courage (the) express unreservedly and in unequivocal terms, 
their mind in the future relationship of the state with 
India. The said desire to establish an autonomous Republic 
within India must have disillusioned the common tax payer 
of India, whose sucked blood is continuously being injected 
into the veins of the present state secretariat by the 
Indian exchequer, and has so far reciprocated our occasional 
jerks to rise and resist this sinner move, with indifference, 
but it confirms by fears expressed so often through press 
and platform. 

Before my arrest I was in correspondence with the 


President of India on the subject of getting elected the 
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State representatives to the Indian Parliament, but what 
did I know that the party in power is out to play with 
popular sentiments and gage the voice for such an election. 
The doubt that the Government did not intend to throw the 
choice for the people verdict is confirmed and needs 
therefore no proof. l 

Mr. Beg's declaration, which Sheikh Sahib has fully 
endorsed, that the constitutional relationship of the 
State with India, shall be that of a "Republic within 
Republic" raises a pertinent question, viz a viz purpose 
of sending our representatives to the Indian parliament? 

If we are Pakistanis because we clamour for Indian 
constitution, we are reactionaries, because we demand 
election of the representatives for the Indian parliament 
and we represent disgruntled feudal elements, because we 
court arrest for complete and unconditional accession of 
the state with Bharat, then what is the wisdom of having 
any relationship with India. I earnestly pray that reason 
may prevail upon the National Conference lead to realise 
the great potential benefit that the unconditional accession 
and our complete integration with India shall bring in its 
wake for us. On the contrary the proposed Republican set 
up shall lead to the Balknisation of India and shall in 
the long run weaken the state's position both economically 
and politically. 

The situation demands a revision of policy and all 
out without drawly from the original stand for the mutual 
benefit of India and the state. 

While concluding I shall, while appealing to all the 
democrats and patriots of Bharat to wake up and prepare 
for this great threat to the integrity of our motherland, 
demand emphatically of the government to restore all the 
Civil liberties and end once for all the existing Soldes 
harassments. The continued detention of one of my 


colleague's Sh. Makhan Lal is causing great concern to all 
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of us and I wish him to be released immediately. 

In the end I expect that not only the sympathies of 
India, but also all the resources at its disposal to help 
us in realisation of our goal which is really India's 
aim. 

Jai Bharat 
pacea (od ol 957 (Prem Nath Dogra) 

President 


All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad, 


O ka AU Take ee HN. 
pais part slack The following was the Press note released by the J&K 


Thon o ere Praja Parishad about the incident took place after the $9 


o um fng ales release of Parishad workers from Srinagar jail in 1952: 


k Jammu OOO Press Note 
of esa ata qe 2 C One hundred and EM A Parishad satyagrahies 
were released from Srinagar jail on Ist of August at 7 
n p.m. Seven satyagrahies in that jail have not yet been 
released. They have been singled out because they protested 
against some derogatory remarks against the Parishad and 
its leader by the Deputy Superintendent of the Jail. 
Prominent among those released are Shri Shym Lal Sharma 
organizing Secretary Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad, 
thakur Raghunath Singh Samyal, the famous Dogra poet and 
Shri Mulkh Raj Advocate of Samba. 
The released satyagtrahies were sent to jammu on the 
State transport buses without any police escort. At Dalgate 
an organized attack with stones and acid bottles was made b 
ùü —— — on the Bases carrying satyagrahies by big mod which had 
been collected there. As a result more than a dozen 
satyagrahies received injuries. This news has created 
great resentment in Jammu. The satyagrahies were also not 
given bus fare for their respective home places. The 
satyagrahies on their arrival in Jammu were received by 
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra and a large number of other Parishad 


workers and citizens of Jammu at the Amphalla Octroi 
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post. 


It is learnt from the Satyagrahies that they were 
badly maltreated in jail. A number of them were mercilessly 
beaten just on the eve of their release. 

The General Secretary of the Parishad has sent telegram 
protesting against this treatment to released satyagrahies 
to Pt. Nehru, Dr. Katju and Sheikh Abdullah and Bakshi 
Ghulam Mohammad. 

Publicity Secretary 
hu Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad, Jammu. 7 = 

The following statement issued by Pt. P.N.Dogra 

President All J&K Praja Parishad on 12th April, 1952 after Ze 


his release from the Jail^- 


————- The Jammu College boys's hunger strike has come and 


gone, (1) but the trail it has left behind has been rather 
acrimonious. The Government issued a press communique on 
8th Feb, last justifying the extraordinary measures to 
Suppress the students's agitation wherein the Praja Parishad 
was implicated and accused of "subverting authority" a 
not uncommon shibbiloth copied from the British masters 
in India, and "inspiring the student to violence" an 
unwarranted an unsubstantiated charge. I at once 
contradicted the Govt's allegations and demanded an open, 
impartial and independent commission of enquiry to punish 
the guilty, but instead I was arrested with my colleagues 
that very night, under the dark cover of 79 hours curfew 
clamping the city. After full two months detention in the 
icy cold cells of Srinagar Jail, I have now been released, 
but still I find that not all the arrested comrades have 
been set at liberty. ; 

The present arrests have, however, confirmed the 
impression that the govt. claiming to be the representative 
of democracy arrests people, detains them in jails, for 
undefined period without trials and resorts the undersirable 
restrictions on the liberty of the people. This is no 
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democracy. Everyone in the State holding a political opinion 
different from that of the party in power but in no way 
anti national is unsafe in the present regime, a state of 
affairs which does not add the fair name of the Government . 
My arrest was made at a time when I was in 
correspondence with the President of the Indian Union in 
the matter of choosing members for the Indian parliament 
from the State of Jammu and Kashmir by election like other 
part B states of Hyderbad, Mysore, Saurashtra etc. and not. 
by nomination as has now been done. Persons of 
unrepresentative character have been elected in defiance 
of the people's genuine demand. The general feeling among 
the public has been that these unjustified arrests were 
simply resorted to gag the popular voice and suppress 
opposition constitutionally started by the Praja Parishad. 
It is no tall talk that the Praja Parishad stands for 


unequivocal and complete accession to India with full 
application of the Indian Constitution and the extension 
of the jurisdiction of the Supreme court of India to the 
State. Every one in the State has been simply disappointed 
and shocked at the speeches of Sheikh Abdullah and his 
Revenue Minister Mr. Beg declaring that the State is 
independent in all respects and that the Constituent 
Assembly nominated by their party is sovereign for all 
purposes even to the extent of making the State a "Republic 
within a Republic" .The position ‘taken by these two leaders 
of the National Conference is not only unpatriotic but a 
challenge to the very Government of Tndia uncertainty 
from the enemy on the one hand and economic starvation on 
the other and to the Union of India to which we claim from 94 
the house stops to have acceded. We (ápeaks an ingratitude N ha 
which no citizen of kashmir would endorse. I and my party 
want to reiterate in clear terms that our state has acceded 
to India for all matters and if any attempt is made to 


restrict or limit the full accession by continuing the 
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unwanted Art. 370 in the Indian Constitution, we shall 


not hesitate to offer any sacrifice to resist MES 
aav elas interest of India and the State, I would 


respectfully urge the President of the Indian union. 


i. To appoint an independent commission to enquire 


into the recent college Boys' hunger strike and the 


Government's charge of Praja Parishad's hand therein, as 
also the unwarranted and vindictive measure taken by the 
Government . 

ii. To have the unwanted Art 370 delete from the 
Constitution of India so as to extend the full benefits of 
the said constitution to the people of the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir together with the jurisdiction of the supreme 
court. 

iii. To cancel the nomination of 10 members from the 
State to the Indian parliament and order their election 
like other part B states. 

iv. To undo the disintegration or the Jammu province 
into unwanted administrative units of Doda and Poonch 
Rajouri, to restrain the Govt. from the intended move of 
breaking of Ladakh province. 

" Ar a directive to the Govt. of the State 

2 that all talkjof a "Republic within a Republic" is 
unconstitutional and that no member of io puntos E 
individual should indulge in such irresponsible declarations 
which are calculated to strengthen the enemy ' Ss hands when 
the fate of the state is hanging in the balance and 

Ui. To order appropriate measures being taken by the 
Govt. of India to grant an equal status to the people of 
the State with the people of India, and remove unwanted 
and restricted barriers of customs. 

In the end, I want to thank my country men who 

"despite of grave and extreme character have given proofs 
of their tolerance and patience, by a silently boring the 


vagaries of the Govt. in power. I assure them that the 
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Praja Parishad will not rest content until it attains the 


cherished goal for which it considers no cost the high 
and no sacrifice too great and expect every true citizen 
of the State to offer and lend it his or her support, 
unstinted and sincere. 

Before closing 1 would like to sound a note of friendly 
warning to the Govt. That they should behave as true 
servants of the people and not get puffed up with power to 
suppress their legitimate aspirations by resorting to 
tactics once employed by foreign Govt. of India. 

Prem Nath Dogra 
Jammu President E 
12th April, 1952 All J&K Praja Parishad Jammu. ~~ 

Pt.P.N.Dogra then went New Delhi to seek audience 
from Pt. Nehru, the Prime Minister of India. He wrote ASES 


pretence Tea 7 << 
letter to Pt. Jee in this connection. But Caudiary had been 


? refused. Pt.P.N.Dogra then wrote the following letter to e] 
Pandit Ji on 27th may, 1952**:- 
cl Dated, New Delhi the 27th May, 1952 
NEST 


Respected Pandit Ji, 

I am pained to find from the letter of your Private 
Secretary that you have turned down my repeated request 
for an interview. 

I have come from Jammu expressly with the idea of 
Seeking your guidance about the difficult situation that 
has been created in the State by the declaration and 
policies of the Kashmir Govt. particularly those concerning 
the future relationship of the State with India. Those who 
do not completely agree with the stand taken by the National 
Conference are not allowed to open their lips in the state 
and are not given any hearing by your Govt. as well. But 
when they do anything to vindicate their stand both you as 
also Sheikh Abdullah's Government pounce upon them. This 
is a most unfortunate position. 


Moreover, an interview had become necessary to remove 
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the wrong impression given to you by the interested persons 
regarding the alleged misuse of my previous interview 
with you. i 

I expected a more considerate and broad minded 
treatmenent from you. But the attitude adopted by you has 
disappointed me. 


Yours Sincerely p 
sd/ Premath Dogra 
All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad, 9 
Kalabadi, Reading Road, New Delhi E 
Shree Jawaher Lal Ji Nehru WO ME 


Hon'ble Prime Minister pem 


E 
LEM 


— 


R Indian Dominion _ bcm 


e THK [uem New Delhi. 
AS ) a AE 
The National-Conference-Gevt Eo ug x cq n 
note to shri N.G.Ayanger in 1952 
B 


L—————— ———7 One of the most difficult problem is framing of Jammu 
and Kashmir State's constitution is to satisfy regional 
aspirations and other demands of a like nature. The draft 
circulated has suggested the division of the State into 
four administrative regions. But this regional division < 
proposed in the draft, I am afraid, will relate to the 
fragmentation and disrupt the progressive political 
movements in the State as a whole. The proposed regional 
redistribution of areas has ignored geography, natural 
barriers, physical lay out of the land natural outlets, 
economic and trade relations, and cultural affinities. 
The draft envisages an unnatural grouping of areas mainly 
on communal percentage of population, which if agreed to, 
might do infinite mischief to the growth of secular 
politics. the arrangements contemplated will fan communal 
and racial rivalries and passions, foment communal 
combinations and encourage commmal alignments. The creation 
of Doda and Rajouri Districts was in the main a purely 


administrative measure and assurances to this effect were 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


75 


given by the Govt. at the time of their creation to the 
people of those areas and the people of Jammu. MOLES ven 
such a move at this juncture will help to strengthen the 
Imperialist plans for a zonal and communal partition of 
the State. 

But similar problems have arisen elsewhere and it 
would be of immense help to see how they were solved. An 
attempt should be made to meet regional aspirations without 
creating separate Govt. heads, without incurring extra 
expenditure or effecting fragmentation of financial 
resources. The case of Austria-Hungry of the pre-1914 era 
is an instructing instance. If we call Austria-Hungry a 
Union, Hungry a province and croatia, a sub province of 
Hungary, the relations between the province and the sub 
province were as follows: 

1. The Union, the Province and the sub province’ had 
a common Head. : 

2. Each had its own legislature and executive dealing 
with its own subjects. 

3. The sub province had its own contingent members 
both in the provincial legislature and the Union legislature. 

4. The sub province had a special Minister in the 
provincial cabinet. 

5. The sub province had its own official language. 

Another useful instance is the Government machinery 
in the united Kingdom for this purpose, it useful to 
Study the administrative arrangements obtaining in the 
country in 1912, when the wins of Ireland was still as a 
part of the United Kingdom. In the U.K. Cabinet of 1912 
there were 15 members concerned with domestic 
administration. If, therefore, dealt with subjects of 
common interest and exercised their powers in each of the 
three parts of U.K. Of the E three were exclusively 
meant for England, one Secretary of the State for Scotland 


had functions only in Scotland and one had functions only 
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in Ireland; others had functions in one part and some in 
more than one. On the legislative side there was 
measure of regionalism. 


also some 


It is possible to adapt these arrangements with suitable 
modifications to the State conditions and meet the desire 
for regional autonomy to a considerable extent, without 
jeopardising the political, integrity of the State asa 
whole. The following arrangements based on the two instances 
quoted above, if considered, can satisfy to a large extent 
local aspirations without breaking up the state. These 
arrangements will constitute a particular mode of 
administering an existing Unit. 

l. For more convenient transaction of business the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir may be divided into two 
administrative Units, the province of Jammu and the province 
of Kashmir. The Kashmir province shall consist of the 
three districts of the Kashmir valley, and Tehsils of 
Kargil and Ladakh. The Jammu Province shall comprise 
Jammu Kathua, Udhampur, Doda and Poonch-Rajouri Districts. 

2. The executive Head of the State will also be the 
executive Head of the province. 

3. Both the provinces will have a common legislature 
elected on adult franchise which shall meet twice in Jammu 
during Winter and twice at Srinagar during Summer and 
Spring Autumn. 

4. During the first fortnight of its Session, the 
legislature shall function as the provincial legislature 
of the province in which it has met, when members elected 
from that province need alone be present. For the remaining 
period of its session, the legislature shall meet as the 
National Assembly of the State as a whole. 

5. The Head of the State will be advised by provincial 
Ministers elected from the legislatures of that province 
in affairs relating to the provincial subjects and by the 


central cabinet for affairs of common concern/ 
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6. The provincial Ministers will have their permanent 


Headquarters at the Capital of the each province, where 
the Ministers of the 


as 
Central Cabinet shall move during 
Winter to jammu and during Summer to Srinagar. 


7. All executive actions of the Government will be 


taken in the name of the Head of the State and deemed as 
the executive action of the Jammu and Kashmir Government. 
How and by whom the action is taken is purely a matter of 
domestic arrangement. 

8. The action of the legislature similarly will be 
deemed as the action of the State National Assembly. 
Through which particular set of legislators, the State 
legislature acts for a given purpose is again domestic 


detail. 


9. Each province shall have its own official language 
or languages. 

10. The cultural and linguistic minorities in each 
province shall have statutory right to receive education 
through the language of their choice and there shall be a 
minister belonging to that University to look after their 
interests in the provincial set of ministers. 

11, The following subjects shall be deemed to be of 
provincial interest localself government, panchayat rural 
development, Co-operatives, Public Health, Veterinary, 
Education; Primary and Secondary, Libraries, Museums and 
Institutions of like nature, Relief and Rehabilitation, 
Roads, Works, Lands and Buildings, Bridges, in land water 
ways, Ferries. Agriculture; irrigation, Water supply, 
Electricity, Forests, Protectionof wild animals, Birds 
and fisheries, Mines and minerals development, Inland 
trade and commerce, Tourism, Inland transport, Markets, 
Fairs, Pilgrimage, Theatre, Cinema, Batting and gambling, 
Planning and Industries. 

12. The £ollowing Heads of revenue can be pooled for 
the provincial administration fund:- 
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Land Revenue, Abiana etc. 


a 
[23 Income from Forests. 
iS 


Taxes on the entry of goods into a local area, 


Tax on the consumption of electricity and water 


e. Tax on animals, boats. 

f. Fines for offences against laws, with respect to 
matters on the provincial list. 

Such an arrangement has several ađvantages. It: 

1. Meets to a large extent the demand for regional 
self-rule. The degree of separation and autonomy can be 
varied by extending or ređucing the list of joint subjects. 

2. It avoids unnecessary overhead expenditure. The 
creation of two set of ministers will not necessarily mean 
increase in expenditure. The creation of provincial minister 
will obviate the necessity of deputy ministers and some 
inter provincial Heads like the Chief Conservator of 
Forests, Director General rural uplift and Tourism etc. 
etc. the present combined secretariat is already over 
staffed. It can easily be reorganised and redistributed 
to suit the arrangement of Two set of ministers. 

3. It meets the fears of,distinct culture and 
linguistic minorities without breaking the geographical 
and natural unity of the area and without encouraging 


communal and other disruptive tendencies. 


— 
P —— 


4. It mains the political integrity of the State. 

5. Still greater cohesion and uniformity between the 
working of the two provincial administrations and the 
centre can be secure by evolving a working convention 
whereby the senior minister from Kashmir provincial 
ministers may be allowed to function as the Prime Minister 
of the State and the Senior provincial minister from Jammu 
to function as the Deputy Prime Minister in addition to 
the provincial work allotted to them. Each can represent 


his provincial Govt. When the National Assembly is in 
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session in the province other than the one which he 
represents. 

The plan suggested may at first sight seem to be 
cumbrous and unusual. But the detailed arrangements will 
in fact be secured not by provisions in the constitution 
but by rules of business framed and by evolving suitable 
legislature and executive convenience and precedents. Iie 
some particular mode of business is found to be defective 
it can be altered by altering the relevant rule of business. 

For the arrangements proposed and the analysis Of 
the different constitutions, i am indebted to the Pamphlets 


on Regional arrangements published by Shri B.N.R 


World known Jurist and Constitutionalist." ES 

The subsequent political developments, activities and 
utterances of even some of the top National conference 
leadership had encouraged the disruptive forces to make a 
fresh attempts to disintegrate the State. Sheikh Abdullah 
was said to be drifting away from the rest of India and 
even Jammu and Ladakh regions. In à sensational speech on 
April 10, 1952 at R.S.Pura Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, while 


referring to 'unrealistic, childish and insane" arguments 


for full application of the Union Constitution to the 


State, he said: 
"No one can deny that the communal spirit 
still exists in India. Many kashmiris are 
apprehensive as to what will happends to 
them and their position if, for instance, 
something happens to Pt. Nehru.. .AS 
realist, we Kashmiris have to provide for 
all eventualities. If a special status 
for Kashmir was not granted in Indian 
Constitution, how can we convince the 
Muslims in Kashmir that India does not 
interfere in the internal affairs of 


Kashmir? We have acceded to India in regard 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Li 
u ibrary, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


au, ENG 


_— 32 


os 


Ty 


80 


to defence, foreign affairs, and 
communications in order to ensure a sort 
of internal autonomy...If our right to 
shape our own destiny is challenged and 
if there isa resurgence of communalism 
in India, how are we to convince the Muslims 
of Kashmir that India does not intend to 
swallow up Kashmir...Such developments DA a a 
might lead to a break in the accession of _~ e 


Kashmir to India“ 
He repeatedly assured his people in Kashmir that he 
had never surrendered to Muslim communalism of Pakistan 


and would never surrender to Hindu communalism of Indiat 


PU pu UU ESL EPIO D DN appe 
He further said: ÓS 


"If Jammu and Ladakh so desire they can 
integrate with India and leave valley free 367 
to have a limited Le SENE 
In another speech on April 18,1952 while addressing a 
mammoth public meeting at Hazratbal, he said that Kashmiris 
in no way were prepared to renounce their cherished ideology 
in furtherance of which they had afford blood and sweat 
during the two decades. He further added that Kashmir had 
acceded to India in respect of only three subjects-Defence, 
External Affairs and communications and that they enjoyed 
complete freedom in their internal affairs and had the 
He right to shape their destiny according to the wishes of 
"the people”. In another speech at Hazaratbal on April 
25,1952 he, while discussing Indo-Kashmir relations, pointed 


out that the whole world was aware of their policy that 

the consembly would decide three important issues-framing 

of constitution, the future of the ruling dynasty and the ee 

secesión o eS ee 
These speeches caused an uproar in some parts of the 

state and the Indian press and the public opinion was also 

much agitated. 
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Meanwhile, the constituent ¿ssembly unanimously pass 
the following resolution adopting a new flag for the state 
replacing the Dogra flag, on June 7th ec oem 

"The flag of J&K State shall be rectangular in shape d 

and red in colour with three equidistant vertical strips 
of equal width next to the staff and white plough in the 
middle with its handle facing the strips. The ratio of 


width to the length of flag shall be 2:3". A C 
Sheikh Mohammad Akbar, one of the member of the gonsembly 


then recited the following poem of the Flag ( A National 69 


song) in the House while all other members kept Sandie ae 
Sheikh Mohammad Akbar : 
€ A NATIONAL SONG 
—— Let this Flag of Kashmir be unfurled. : £ 

The flag p on io o 
Of young and oód alike, 
b Of the strong and the non violent, 

And of our poor peasant 


Whenever plough the land. 


; bye 
Let this flag be always flying Ji 
y Over our valleys and gour lakes, 
Till the day of Judgement 


Let it raise its proud head 


May this Flag forever fly 
Over the meadows and the mountain tops 
b Over pastures green and rushing streams 
And limitless expense of land 


May it ever fly over the houses of the poor 
And adorn the mansions of the rich 


Let this Flag be ever flying 
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In the four corners of this land 
Till the day of judgement 
Let this our symbol be 


This red Flag of Kashmir, 
b This beloved flag of our 


, 
Y 


And of our peasants too. 

Which brings succour to the poor 
And the down trodden 

And gladdens every heart. 


May it fly forever 

In every nook and corner 
Till the day of Judgement, AS 
May I behold Thee. ee 


It also restricted the use of Union flag to formal 
occasion. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra in a statement said that 
the decision of the Constituent Assembly was narrow sighted 
and ill-conceived and reflected one party's ideology, 
that solely comprised the Kashmir consembly. He further 
added that the provocative decision of Constitutent Assembly 
had caused deep resentment throughout and particularly 7o 
inthe province of DN X a za invo 


report recommending the abolition of hereditary monarch——— Y 


and the elected head of the state was presented to tnez P 7l 
EAE consembly by the basic principles gommittee on June 10,1952" 


B (A dune dU eG, 


and it was unanimously adopted on June 12, 1951 while 
condeming such decisions the Praja Parishad leaders pointed 
out that the people of the Jammu were being made to cry 
for self-determination, and that the will of the Kashmir 
valley people could not be forced on the people livin 


m uir et bel toners ee 


outside it™ 


Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, the President of the All J&K 
Praja Parishad issued the following statement condemning 


the adoption of a new flag for the state as well as 
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abrogating Monarchy in J&K State on 12.6.1952977 OS 


STATEMENT ISSUED BY PT. PREMNATH DOGRA ON 12.6.1952 | —Of 
l ¿C PRESIDENT PRAJA PARISHAD. 


pe Events are moving post haste in our state. Momentous 


decisions are being rushed through by the unrepresentative 


ose ios 
ex Sen Gs Shihan Neca by Sh.Abdulla at Srinagar;The first 


eS instalment of which (State Flag) was dished out to us on 


Saturday the 7th of June 52 and the 2nd (Ruling Dynasty) 
is being presented to us on a platter of challenge in a 
day or so. In one breath of heated passion the C.A. was 
made to vote a New Red Flag in place of the time honoured 


State Flag and as a rival flag of Union of India to which 
we have acceeded. 


C ET Sensing that o re A 
N.C.constituent ássembly, 1 apprised the President of 
Indian union, the Prime Minister of India and other top 

ranking political leaders in time and be sought them to 

intervene in the larger interests of the people, the State 

and the Union of India especially in view of the fact that 

Kashmir dispute was still pending with the security e 

council and any incautious step taken or any undersirably— _ 
measure adopted may not adversely affect our vital interests. 

Since the provocative decisions of the C.A.have caused 
deep resentment throughout and particularly in the province 
of Jammu, I have summoned my Executive to meet on 14th and 
15th of June to discuss the State Flag, the position of 
the Ruling Dynasty future relations of Jammu with the 
rest of State and other very important matters concerning 
the welfare of the country and its people as a whole. 

In order that people of Jammu province may not give 
any individual expression of resentment or take any step 
without due consideration as a mark of protest against 
such narrow sighted and ill conceived decisions of the one 
party constituent assembly or the irritating speeches of 


its members ( which are infallibly relayed on the govt. 
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Radio of Kashmir) I appeal to all my countrymen to remain 


quiet and await the instructions of the P.P.Executive. 


Jammu sd/ Prem Nath Dogra 


1256-1952 President, ; 

All J&K Praja Parishad. dn: de 
In a 22 point memorandum submitted to the then President 

of India, Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, the President of the All 

J&K Praja Parishad on June 19, 1952, pointed out that, 

recommendations to make Kashmir as an &yAutonomous Republic 

within Indian Republic with separate National Assembly, d4- 

president and judiciary and subsequent speeches of Sheikh 

Mohammad Abdullah had mađe it clear that National Conference 

wanted a very loose relationship and not full accession _ 35 


. $6 —<— 
like other part 'B' states”. 


E es - Qu g iad made; the following representations 
PE NN maoy 
to 


payo Prasad Ji, Rashtrapati, Indian Union on 19th 


June 1952” 


US To, 


1. Shree Dr. Rajendra Prasad Ji 
Rashtrapati, Indian Union. 

2. Shree Jawaherlal Ji Nehru, 
The Hon'ble Prime Minister, 


Indian Union. 


OJ 


Dr. Kailash nath Katju, 

The Hon'ble States Minister, 
Indian Union. 

New Delhi. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The future of the Jammu and Kashmir State, particularly 
its relationship with India is a matter of vital and 
paramount important to the people of the state. The people 
of Jammu are particularly anxious to ensure that their 
state becomes firmly and finally a permanent Unit of the 
Indian Union and are prepared to pay any price for it. 


e Tt was this anxiety to be one with the rest of India 
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that induced the people of Jammu to offer their fullest 
cooperation to the Kashmir National Conference when powers 
of day to day administration were transferred to it by the 
Maharaja at the behest of the Government of India. This 
was done in the hope that the leaders of the National 
Conference would overcome their past prejudices against 
the Dogras of Jammu and carry the whole people of the 
State with them to achieve the common goal of full accession 
to India. 

But unfortunately Sheikh Abdullah's government not 
only failed to appreciate this cooperative spirit but 
even mistook it for a sign of weakness and adopted a 
policy o£ systematic deliberate discrimination and 
repression against the people of Jammu province generally 
and their representative body the Praja Parishad 
particularly. This responsive and discriminatory policy 
extends to all spheres of political, economic and cultural 
life of the people and even amounts to interference in 
their religious life. 

In the first place the civil liberties of the people 
of Jammu, their freedom of speech and their right to 
participate in formulating and if necessary of criticising 
Government policies particularly those relating to the 
relationship of the state with India in a constitutional 
manner, have been completely denied and effectively curbed 
by frequent arbitrary use of section 50 of the Defence 
of Kashmir Rules, and the Public Security Act. Not content 
with this wholesale suppression, Abdullah's Government 
has started a regular campaign of harassment of the people 
by initiating general censorship of press post and telegram 
and introducing measures whereby the relatives of the 
Praja Parishad people are made liable to lose their 
appointments and pensions. There are cases where such 
steps have already been taken. As a result, the voice of 


the people, who are dissatisfied with the present policy 
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of limited accession and want closer and complete union 
with India, has been completely gagged. Newspapers that 
dare criticise the Govt. have been suppressed and silenced. 
The Indian Newspapers that happened to be sympathetically 
critical of the policies pursued by the Kashmir Govt. have 
been banned in the State. The President of the Praja 
Parishad and his co-workers have been repeatedly arrested 
and detained without trial for long periods. Recently, 
in February, this year, the student's agitation against 
the use of the party flag at a public function in place of 
TGlaf) was made an excuse to adopt repressive 
measures against the Praja Parishad and a veritable reign 
of terror was let loose on the people of Jammu. A number 
of its prominent workers were externed from the State. 
This has made the condition of the people much worse than 
it was even under the old autocratic regime. The people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have no fundamental rights and cannot 
approach even the Supreme court of India for protection. 

In the educational sphere systematic efforts has been 
made during all these years to break the linguistic and 
cultural ties that bind the state with the rest of India. 
Hindi occupied an equal place with Urdu in the educational 
life of the State before accession. Now it has been completely 
relegated to the background. Urdu has been made the officials 
language of the state and the medium of instruction in 
the schools. Even the Text Books meant for girls are full 
of difficult Persian and Arabic words which even the 
Teaches do not understand. Urdu has been made a compulsory 
subject for the Matriculation Examination. A sense of 
Kashmiri Nationalism, as distinct from Indian Nationalism, 
is sought to be created through the books prescribed for 
the school going children. 

Among the seven men who constitute Text Book Committee 
of the State, there is not a single person belonging to 


Jammu or to the minority community. 
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A separate University for the few colleges of the 
State has been established entailing heavy burden on the 
state exchequer only to cut of the educational and cultural 
ties which a common University created between the students 
of the State and of India. Even the examination papers 
are set with the object of creating anti-Dogra feeling in 
the examinees as will be clear from a perusal of English 
paper B, for the Intermediate Examination 1952 of the J&K 
University 

In the administrative sphere, the party interest have 
been carefully nursed at the expense of merit, fairplay 
and the wider interests of the state. Recruitment to the 
services used to be made through open competition or on 
merit and seniority during the Maharaja's Regime. Now, 
the only qualification for winning or retaining a public 
office is party affiliation. Almost all the key posts are 
held by men from the Kashmir province. Sheikh Abdullah has 
publicly declared that he wants the party and the 
Government to be managed entirely by the same personnel, 
ignoring that this practice is followed in totalitarian 
states. Communalism, against which Sheikh Abdullah is 
fond of talking so loudly, is being practised so extensively 
in the state administration that notices advertising 
vacancies of Govt. posts sometimes clearly say that "only 
Mohammadans need apply". 

The men in power in the state, judged from the policies 
they have been pursuing, seem to be determined to make 
the people of the state feel that they are being ruled 
from Srinagar.The Training College, which was started by 
the Maharaja's Govt. in Jammu, has been shifted to Srinagar, 
the Tosha-Khana, which contained all the valuables and 
curios of the state along with manuscripts lying in the 
Jammu library, have also been carried to Srinagar. It was 
planned to shift the State Press also from Jammu to Srinagar, 


but this has been postponed for the time being as the 
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result of Public protest. Jammu enjoyed the status of a 
separate province with a separate Governor during the old 
regime. Now the separate entity of Jammu province has been 
destroyed by abolishing the governorship and lumping 
together the District of Jammu and Kashmir under one 
Commissioner. 
(o The territorial limits of the various administration 
units of the Jammu province have been altered with a 
- view to the eventual partition of the province into Hindu 
and Muslim zones so that the Muslims may be in a position 
to act at the critical time to the detriment of India. The 
Udhampur District which had a clear Hindu majority and 
acted as direct link between Jammu and Ladakh, has been 
split up into two units. Its northern areas like Bhaderwah, 
Kistwar and Ramban, which contain most of the mineral and 
forest wealth of the state have been constituted into a 
separate Muslim majority district of Doda, which is intended 
eventually to be amalgamated with Kashmir. The minorities 
in the zone are being harassed and threatened to leave 
the illegal provocative speeches are being delivered by 
the National Conference leaders inthe very presence of 
the police without any action being taken. Arms and 
ammunition is being manufactured and supplied to the members 
of the majority community. This district besides destroying 
the natural cohesion of the Jammu province has become a 
wedge separating Jammu from ladakh. Similarly, Reasi € 


district was split up and a new District of Rajouri E 


Poonch created. The Tehsil of Reasi was a preponderant 
population of Hindus was joined with Udhampur and the 
‘remaining portion of Reasi District i.e. the Tehsil of 
Rajouri was joined with Muslim majority areas of Poonch. 
Further, with a view to extend this newly created District 
of Rajouri Poonch a portion of Reasi Tehsil in the West 
of River Chenab and certain Northern patwars of Akhnoor 


Tehsil, which are predominantly Hindu areas are being 
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separated to form a new Niabat of Sunderbani. 


q À G 
he motive underlying these measures becomes clear 


when we keep in view the treatment meted out to the &. 


thousands of Hindu and Sikh refugees, who émigrated from 
the Pakistan held territories of the State. They want to 
settle in the State. There is enough room to settle them 
all. In Jammu district alone 7,04,914 kanals of evacuee 
land is available for settlement. But instead of allotting 
that land to the refugees it has been given to favourites 
on payment of five times the annual land revenue which 
amount is being credited to Muslim evacuees fund. The 
Govt. of India all this time has been spending crores of 
rupees on: feeding these refugees, who are now being sent 
out to distant places like Bikaner and Bhopal against 
their wishes. 

The law defining the term "State Subject" is being So 
interpreted as to prevent people of Indian domicile from 
settling in the State. But when it comes to Kazaks from 
Turkistan, all these laws are out aside and they have been 
given full naturalisation rights to settle in Kashmir 
valley. Similarly, lacs of Pakistanis have been allowed 
to infiltrate into the state during the last four years. 
They have been helped to settle down in the state. 

The economic condition of the people of the State, 
particularly in Jammu and Ladakh, has greatly deteriorated 
during.the last four and a half years. New taxes have been 
imposed and the existing ones enhanced from two to five 
times with the result, that their burden has become almost 
unbearable considering that the average income is about 
one half of that in the rest of India and the burden of 
taxation considerably much more. The Govt. control over 
the Transport and distribution of all articles of necessity 
is telling heavily on the people. The burden of exorbitant 
Customs duties continues to shatter our economy. A thing 


worth rupee one at Pathankot costs us between 37$ to 50$ 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


90 


above that price in the state. Within the State, Govt. 
monopolies have replaced private enterprise to the detriment 
of the consumer. The charges for transport of commodities 
to different parts of the State fixed by the Govt. are 
much higher than the rates charged by the Private 
transporters. The scope for Private Transport has been 
practically eliminated by the establishment of the govt. 
Transport Dept. There is no free competition. Petrol which 
is derationed throughout India is controlled in the 
State. This has not benefited the people at all except 
perhaps a few families of the ruling party. 
4 : The people of Jammu foresaw the dangerous results of 
the Government policies quite early. The President of the 
Praja Parishad, brought these apprehensions and grievances 
also to the notice of the Government of India. We have 
undergone all this suffering in the hope that it will end 
with the complete accession of the State to India, when we 
will have all the benefits of Indian citizenship including 
the protection of fundamental rights which is guaranteed 
by the Indian constitution. But that hope has now begun 
to change into despair. When the elections to the 
constituent assembly. for the state were ordered last 
year, we were given to understand that the constitutent 
assembly would ratify the accession of the state to India. 
We, therefore, prepared ourselves to take part in the 
elections. But to our great disappointment, 41 out of 50— 7 
nomination papers of the Praja Parishad nominees were 
rejected on flimsy grounds and conditions were created 
through official pressure which made fair elections 
impossible. I appealed to Sheikh Abdullah as also to the 
government of India to hold an independent judicial inquiry 
into the wholesale rejection of nomination papers of the 
Praja parishad candidates and prevent Government servants 
from abusing their authority by helping actively the National 
conference candidates, so that the fears of the people 
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regarding partiality of the elections may be allayed. But 
no heed was paid to our requests with the result that the 
Praja Parishad was forced to boycott the elections under 
protest. The constitutent assembly is clearly a packed 
body and consist of the nominees of single party. It is 
not a sovereign body. It does not represent the people of 
the state at all. The people of Jammu have no voice in it. 
Moreover, the representatives of the state in Indian 
Parliament are all nominees of this constituent assembly. 
Thus we have no representation in the Indian parliament 
either. 

The announcement made by Mirza Afzal Beg, a member of 
the Basic Principles committee of the Kashmir constituent 
assembly, that Kashmir would be an autonomous Republic 
within the Indian Republic with a separate National Assembly 
President and Judiciary and the subsequent speeches of 
Sheikh Abdullah have made it clear that National Conference 
wants a very loose relationship with India and not full 
accession like other part B States. So our hope that 
redress will come to us through the application of the 
Indian.constitution in its entirety to the state has been 
dashed to the ground. Our very existence as a self- 
respecting section of the Indian people is now in danger. 

Further more the recent vital decisions made by the 
constitutent assembly, regarding State Flag and termination 
of the ruling Dynasty, have caused deep resentment throughout 
the state and particularly in the province of Jammu. From 
this, it is evident that the things inthe state are drifting 
towards the creation of an independent republic. 

The whole sale condemnation of the heroes and founders 
of the state have greatly wounded the feelings of the 
people of the Jammu province which indicates that the 
people of Jammu province in general are looked upon by the 
party in power with comiscussi: A 


These circumstances have forced us to approach your 
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honour with the request which may look drastic but which 
is the only alternative now left to us. Leaving out of 
consideration for the moment those parts of the State 
which are now under the illegal occupation of Pakistan, 
the Indian held territory of the State is made up of three 
distinct regions namely, Jammu, Ladakh and Kashmir valley. 

The people of each of these region, are a distinct 
people with a distinct language, culture and history and a 
definite territory. The Jammu region lies south of the 
Pir-panchal Range as far as the Cease Fire Line at 
Suchetgarh, and between Ravi and Jhelum Rivers in the East 
and West, and includes Doda and Padar areas. This Unit 
forms the core round which Maharaja Gulab Singh wove the 
present fabric of Jammu and Kashmir state. 

We of Jammu claim the right to determine our future 
ourselves. Had Kashmir valley, the most populous region, 
held with us the view that the state should accede to 
India as one of its integral part like other part B 
states, we need not have made this demand. But now that we 
find that the state constituent assembly is taking decisions 
for the entire state in matters of fundamental importance 
to our future existence which run counter to our declared 
wishes and are detrimental to our interests and those of 
India as a Whole, we are constrained to approach you for 
the protection of our legitimate rights and interests. 
And whatever may be the views of the other regions of the 
state about their accession to India being limited only 
to a certain number of subjects,. We of Jammu province 
desire that we shall be united and integrated with India 
in the same manner as other part B states have been We 
claim that the people of Jammu province hold this view and 
that if necessary this can be ascertained and verified by 
any recognised democratic method through an agency 
independent of the present Kashmir Government. We are 


glad to note from the speeches of Shri Kaushak Bakola that 
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Ladakh holds similar views and demands similar rights for 
that region. Sheikh Abdullah is also reported to have said 
in one of his speeches "If Jammu and Ladakh so desire, 
they can decide to integrate with India and leave Kashmir 
valley free to have limited accession. 

Being the descendants of those, who sacrificed their 
blood and resources to build up this great and integrated 
state, it was our desire, that the entire state including 
those parts which are still held by Pakistan should form 
like other part B states an integral part of the Republic 
of India to bring about that consolidation we are prepared, 
like our ancestors willingly and cheerfully to make the 
greatest sacrifices including that of life to reconquer 
for India what rightfully belongs to her and us. But till 
that happens, we cannot agree with Sheikh Abdullah that 
like Kashmir valley, we also should accede to our own 
Motherland with reservations. 

Permits us in the end to request you to judge us and 
this our demand as coming from a people, who have always 
been and shall always remain Indian. That is our greatest 
pride. Imagine for a moment any other part of India whether 
in the East, West or South placed in that awkward predicament 
in which we are and then you will probably agree that the 
same demand would have been made by the people of that 
region. As children of India, it is but natural that we 
should resist any move to keep us away from our Motherland 
in howsoever a small degree. As it is attempted to keep us 
substantially out of India, we, therefore, want to make it 
clear that we shall not accept any such position. We want 
the entire constitution of India to apply to jammu. We 
want to have the protection of the Supreme court, we want 
to enjoy the fundamental rights as all Indians do, we want 
the same Flag as is allowed to Part B states and not the 
Red Flag now selected by Sheikh Abdullah and we want to be . 
governed by the laws of the Indian Legislature. That may 


v 
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t our patriotic duty 
command attempts 


accession of 


lies the future of Jammu and we feel i 
esist with all the strength at our 


atever quarter made to thwart the full 


tO r 
from wh 
Jammu with India. 


Dated Jammu, the 19th June, 1952. 
yours faithfully, 


prem Nath Dogra 
President, 


All J&K Praja Parishad Has. Jammu. 1) 


y 
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THE INTEGRATIONIST MOVEMENT IN LADAKH 


In the east-west boundary of the two regions of the 
state of Jammu and Kashmir is the third physical unit 
ded the magic land of Ladakh or 'little Tibet" - the 
home of the ancient Bhudhas?. Being, once an independent 
Himalayan Kingdom, which gained the political importance 
during 15th-16th century and which was annexed by a Dogra 
general-Zorawar Singh in 1834, Ladakh region embraces an 
area of 97,000 sq. km and comprised of district of Leh, 
Kargil and Shardu (now in occupied Rasmus It forms the 
central portion of the valley of great Indus river which 
takes it source at Mansarover lake in Tibet and traverses 
the whole frontier province of the Jammu and Kashmir 
state”. Though it is one of the largest districts not only 
in the state but also in the whole of the Indian sub- 


. continent” yet because of its high altitude and P 


~ mountainous and barren ghardeter it t iss sparsely populated. 


e 


Its people being a mixture of Mangolian and aa races, 


are cheerful, wilful, franks honest in dealing! and not Ef 


quarrelsome unless under narcotic like change”. Being 


majority of them having; Buddhist faith and the follower NE 2 
of the Dalai Lama of Tibet the simplicity DAA 2 
are in a measure their chief character/ 90$ of its lcg O 
inhabitants, out of little over 1,00,000 population live 

in 250 villages and helmets scattered across the territory.At 

present Ladakh is divided into five divisions hes Central 

ladakh, Rong, Rupsho, Tankse, Nubra and Zanskar and has 

three administrative divisions known as the tehsils of 

Kargil, Leh and Zanskar: 2 


However, when whole of India rejoiced over its 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


independence in 1947, naive Ladakhis believed that it was 
the beginning of a new era for them too, a dream of being 
equal respectable partners in the shaping of its own 
destiny and that of the State of Jammu and Kashmir where 

it fell. It did not take long to realize that they had ` 
only been out of the frying pan into the fire, that rather 4T 
than becoming free sons of free Indies Chev Wer left : 
at the mercy and step-motherly treatment of the Kashmir 
ene? . For the kingdom that once enjoyed a distinctive 
status in the entire Himalayas and its people guided by 
the Buddha's principles of peace and tolerance, the five 


decades of independence became fifty years of suffering. 


A story is of oppression through calculated discriminatory 


policies towards the region and among different communities 


within the ton 


Qz Little attention has, however, been paid to the socio- 
epo IMEEM. nec 
esc ET politico-economic|and modernisation of this region by the 


successive political regimes in Kashmir since the dawn of 
independence in general and in the first phase of Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah's premiership in particular mostly 
because of its geographical location and varied physical 
characteristics. This resulted into the rise of deep seated pb 
sense of discontentment, deprivation, offération, 
negligence, simmering of unrest, frustration and nursing 
a feeling of receiving a step motherly treatment at the 
hands of state authorities among the political elites of 
the regioni? Moreover, the new political consciousness 
had also dawned upon the general masses of the region by 
and by. The new emerging elites of Ladakh, therefore, 
started feeling concern about the socio-economic 


backwardness of their people. 
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However, in a memorandum submitted to the state 
Prime Minister Sheikh mohammad Abdullah in 1953, Kushak 
Bakula, head Lama of Ladakh and the member of the consembly 
of kashmir, demanded for a statutory provision in the 
future constitution of Jammu and Kashmir under which state's 
North-Eastern Frontier province of Ladakh covering Sinkiang 
and Western Tibet, would become a federating unit of 
Kashmir as long as long the accession of the state to 
India endured. He urged that a separate legislative 
assembly of 15 members, with an Executive Council 
responsible to it, should be set up for Ladakh to run the. asa 
internal administration of the era. He further pointed 
out that under the proposal Ladakh would largely bear the 


same relation to the J&K state as the latter did to 


maia: But nothing was done in this direction. Kaushak 
Bakula not only demanded an effective say in the state's 
politics and administrations but also declared that they 
would join Tibet in the event of the centre agreeing to | 
Sheikh Abdullah demand for greater autonomy to the J&K | 
State within the Indian union’? | 
He also met Pt. Jawaher Lal as back as in 1952 na 
apprised him not only the bad economic situation in 
ladakh but acquainted him with Sheikh Abdullah's attitude 
and indifference towards the needs and urges of the 
Ladakhis. But the government of India advised Kushak bakula 
to adopt a policy of 'wait and watch'. Nothing substantial 

was therefore, done to improve the condition in Ladakh. 
Se Even after the dismissal of Sheikh Abdullah from power 
2 in August 1953, Ladakh did not receive as much as attention 
as it needed. Kushak Bakula did meet G.M.Bakshi, the 


successor of Sheikh Abdullah as Prime Minister of the 
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state in 1953 and submitted to him a memorandum containing 
concrete suggestions for improvement of educational, 
economic and social conditions of the Se Though 
G.M.Bakshi introduced a number of measures for economic 
development of the regions yet these could not satisfy the 
urges of the people. Kushak Bakula rather then charged 
G.M.Bakshi and his party to be more prone towards the 
Muslim population than towards the Buddhidts*?- While 
Speaking in the State Legislature on October 5,1953 
G.M.Bakshi endorsed the views of Kushak bakula that Ladakh 
was backward area. He even agreed that all demands voiced 
on behalf of the people of that area were not heeded by 
the previous government and assured the people of Ladakh 


ofa fair deal in the then new set up which would help to 


In November, 1953 Kushok Bakula was inducted into 
State council of Ministers as a Deputy Minister in charge 
of Ladakh R An expenditure of Rs. 86,65 lakhs 
was made on development of backward areas during second 
plan period, (1956-61). During the Third Plan period (1961- 
66) a part of which covered the G.M. Bakashi period Rs. 
147.44 lakhs were spent on its development. Under Non Plan 
` Rs. 934.44 lakhs were spent on transport and communication 
and Rs. 142 Lakhs on ladakh A RL . During later 
period G.M.Bakshi's Prime Ministership, the Muslims of 
the region supported him where as Buddhists desired a 
change of government. The congenial atmosphere of the 
region, therefore, got vitiated with communal overtones. 
Even Kaushak bakula was seriously thinking to resign from 


22 
the Council of Minister 
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Kaushak Bakula in his letter to pt. Nehru dated 15th 


September, 1962 voiced the following grievances against 
2S 
the then state government: - 


n ele the state government did not appear sympathetic 


to Buddhist population and appreciated their genuine 
difficulties. 

b. there was no planned economic programmes for 
Ladakh. 

c. the Ladakhis demand for greater economic aid and 
was being ignored. 

d. his advice for solution of the reasonable demands 
of Ladakh were not honoured 

e. the state government had politicised the atmosphere 
in the region by drawing aline between Buddhists and non 
Buddhists >, $$ 

The relation between Kaushak bakula and G.M.Bakshi 
got further strained during Chinese aggression in 1962. 
In his letter to Pt. Nehru dated February 10,1963, he 
pointed out that the state authorities continued to adopt 
an apathetic posture towards legitimate demands of people 
of the region. He also met Shri lal Bahadur Shastri, the 
new Prime Minister of India and successor of Pt. Nehru 


and apprised him of the problems confronted by the Ladakhis 


M cuu Rake ere cae 
A — ——(th& result of these meeting/he was once again inducted in 


Mr. G.M.Sadiq's council of Ministers as a Minister of 
State for Ladakh Affairs, Health and Local Self Government 
on July 26,196429. 

In October, 1964 Mr. Kaushak Bakula resigned from 
the ministership because of emerging differences with the 
then Chief Minister. He alleged that no action had been 


taken on the important matters about Ladakh referred by 
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him to the Chief ME In other words Ladakh problems 
were not taken note of. He even wrote to the then prime 
Minister of India that the law and order and economic 
conditions in ladakh were deteriorating because of the 
posting of unsympathetic officials from the valléy. He 
then began to advocate not only for the protection of 
separate identity of Ladakh, its political status but it 
should be brought under the direct control of ce His 
oe contention for Ladakh 's separate identity was based on:- 
A that the local Government in that region mostly 
manned by Muslims biased towards the non Muslims += J 
b. that the State Government always remained À 
indifferent to ladakh and its problems —__——- 3 
c. that there was no rule of law governing ladakh — 5 


d. that Ladakhi's redress lay with the Government 


of India, not with the state Government... — 7 
e. that both the governments headed by Bakshi 
Ghulam Mohammad and G.M.Sadiq failed in their attempts to 


meet the representatives of the people of Ladakh. 


2 


f. that Ladakh's borders needed greater attention; 
and 

g. that for the Government of India to acquire a 
firm foothold in Ladakh and take a greater interest in its 
administration and local politics was a political need 
because the state had so far been the virtual preserve of 
a few individuals and, in order to alter this position, 
the Centre had to make its presence felt in the state. 
Besides, the Centre had a moral responsibility to ensure a 
clean and efficient administration free from corruption 
both in political and economic spheres in that region. A 


It was quite surprising that Kushak Bakula, a Buddhist 
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votary of non4violence by faith and religion threatened to 
launch an agitation, if needed a greater agitation, against 
the Government of Jammu and Kashmir which had been ignoring 


the deteriorating conditions in his region. 8 


An organised struggle against the Kashmiri domination 
was also launched in ladakh in 1964. The Ladakh leadership 
then demanded a NEFA type central a The 
communal trouble again raised its ugly head when Buddhists 
supported the demand for the settlement of Tibetan refugees 
in Ladakh district. But the Muslim Action Committee 
vehemently opposed it as it feared that such a move would 
upset the ethnic balance in the racic. The Buddhists, on 
the other hand, also feared that they would be reduced to 
minority because of the increasing incidents of conversion 
of Buddhist girls to Islam on the encouragement of Anjuman- 
i-Islam which was providing the Muslim youngmen money to 
lure Buddhists girls to embrace iie 

AS à result cordiality between both communities of 


the region- Buddhists and the Muslims{no longer existed 


and one started doubting the bonafides of the other. The 


fire was ignited when the news of an alleged desecration 
of the Buddhist flag by the members of other community in 
Saboo village floated into the air. 

However, in November, 1965 Dr. Karan Singh proposed 
a fresh scheme to resolve the regional tensions in the 
State. He proposed to divide state into a separate Kashmiri 
speaking state, by creating a greater Himachal Pradesh 
after Jammu region was made a part of it and by making 
Ladakh a unit under direct central rulé. Although this 


scheme could not find favour either with Congress (I) or 
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by Janasangh as well as of Muslim population of the state, 
yet it was welcomed by the Buddhist population of Ladakh 
and Kaushak Bakula. It once again raised the demand for 
central control over the es Mr. Sonam Wangyal, MLC 
also voiced the unhappiness of Ladakhis at a Press conference 
in New Delhi on April 6,1965 and said that even after 17 
years of independence and an investment of over Rs. four 
crores by Central Govt.Ladakh could just boost of a road 
that linked Srinagar to leh and a few bridged] He also 
complained that the state Government did not take enough 
interest in the development of Ladakh and demanded an 
inquiry from central dd He added that the people of 
Ladakh continued to be unhappy with the State Government | 
and its policy towards them was one of neglect and apathy = 

Meanwhile, the Leh Congress Committee in a resolution 
of May, 1966, demanded that Leh should be accorded the 
Status of a scheduled tribe area. The party adopted 
various strategies to achieve their new demand, and pressure 
and protest tactics to be used by them. 

Kushak Bakula, who became M.P. in general election of 
1967 from Ladakh even threatened that if development of 
Ladakh continued to be neglected the people might launch 
an agitation to break away from the State and seek direct 
central administration for the xcv 

The District National Congress Ladakh had also submitted 
a memorandum to the Government of India in the same year 
seeking NEFA type administration for Ladakh. Its President 
Kushak Bakula M.P. in a Press Conference in Delhi on 
Sept. 14, 1967 said that the Ladakhis were tired of the 
discrimination practised against them by the Government 


of Jammu and Kashmir and therefore wanted "this region to 
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be brought under the central administration. He further 
added that establishment of NEFA type administration 
would enable them to develop side by side with the rest of 
the State. He alleged that despite repeated representation 
and discussion with the state for the last two decades, 
the conditions of the people had not improve — 

. A Ladakh movement under the banner of the Buddhist 
Action Committee was, therefore, launched in May, 1969. 
But the Muslim Action Committee was of the view that it 
waS a petty family feud between Buddhist brother and his 
Muslim sister which was inflated out of a Even 
Thiksey Monastery head Lama Nawag Chanba Stanze-also 
confirmed it when he said that a petty family feud over an 
ancestral property between a Buddhist brother and a 
Muslim sister became the pretext for starting the agitation 
by interested persons who had gone to the extent of saying 
that genocide was being perpetrated against Buddhists.This 
movement therefore, generated communal tensions in the 
region where communalism was quiet unknown till then [me 
movement was, however, suspended because of death of Dr. 
Zakir Hussian-the then president of India. The character 
of the movement had then changed from merely a religious 
affair into political somersault which was evident from 
the four pages memorandum submitted by Ladakh Buddhists 
Association. to the then Prime Minister of mais. The 
demands ma 

1. Permission to construct a Sarai for the Buddhist 
transit passing through Kargil. 

2. Proper representation to Buddhists in the State 
servicess 


3. Recognition of Bodh language 
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4. Rehabilitation of Buddhists Tibetan refugees in 
ladakh and 

5. Inclusion of a Ladakhi in the Cabinet. 

Kushak Bakula, on the other hand, gave a threat of 
launching a mass movement and the Buddhists would resort 
to self immolation if their long standing grievances would 
nor be redressed till May 21,1969. 

Kaushak Bakula while addressing a public meeting in 
New Delhi, which was also addressed by a few other leaders 
of various political parties welcomed the induction of 
Mr. Sonam Wangal in State Council of Ministers and said 
things in Ladakh would not have worsened had Buddhists 
been given proper representation in State Cabinet. Mr. 
Shashi Bhushan , MP submitted that nothing had been done 
till then on the educational and economic fronts in Ladakh. 
Mr. M.L.Sondhi warned that his party would launch an 
agitation in case the problems of the people of the regions 
were not :solved Mr. Mahraj Singh Bharti, Chairman of the 
meeting, also emphasised the need for removing the economic, 
social and political imbalances in Ladakh 

In a memorandum submitted to Prime Minister of India, 
the following ten demands were Haea se 
———^ 1. Union territory status for Ladakh districts 

2. Recognition of the Bodhi language 

3. To declare Ladakhis as people belonging to Scheduled 
Tribes 

4. Settlement of the Tibetan refugees in the district 
of Ladakh 

5. To permit Buddhists to construct a monastery in 
Kargil 


6. To order an investigation into the desecration of 
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Buddhists religious flag in a village in ladakh allegedly 
by members of other community. 

7. To provide greater and better employment 
opportunities for Ladakhis 

8. To stop forcible conversion of Buddhists 

9. To implement the Gaj endragadkar Commission 
recommendations pertaining to Ladakh and 

10. To give proper representation to Ladakh in the 
State Council of Ministers. ~ à 

: Meanwhile Syed Mir Qasim was sworn in as the new Chief 
Minister of the State on December 12,1971. The leadership 
of Ladakh was not sure whether he would adopt a pragmatic 
policy for the development of the region. 

Once again a movement was launched in 1974 for the 
grant of NEFA type cultural administration status for 
Leh. Kaushak Bakula, once again raised the issue of Ladakh's 
backwardness and its slow pace of development in Lok Sabha 
during the discussion on the motion on separate Development 
Central Services for Backward Areas on August 16 and 
23,1972 Mr. D.P.Dhar the then Planning Minister of the 


. State in a letter assured him that due care would be taken 


for the development of the region during Fifth Five Year 


Plan. While presiding over the meeting of Ladakh Development 
Committee on June 4,1973, Chief Minister announced a 
government proposal to train the Ladakhi boys for 
government job and pointed out that the Development Schemes 
of Ladakh needed to be reformulated as to ensure improvement 
in its economy with an immediate impact on the life of its 
Sce 

. As the Ladakh development schemes were never vigorously 


implemented, Ladakhi youngmen became restive and thought 
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of launching a protest movement against the then government. 
The frustrated youth, particularly educated unemployed, 
decided to launch a movement under the leadership of Lama 
Lobzang, Secretary Ladakh Buddhist Vihara, Delhi for 
Union Territory Status for Ladakh. Lama Lobzang also 
expressed the same intention in a press statement on June 
25,1973. He also pleaded that ladakh should be declared 
a backward Area and its people be given the Scheduled 
Tribes Status. He also accused the State government for 
non implementation of the recommendations of the 
Gajendragadkar. Commission regarding Ladakh. 

This demand had, however, been opposed by an official 
Gelegation from kashmir to Delhi! The delegation was of 
the view that demand for Union Territory status for Ladakh 
would simply mean its separation from J&K state, But 
Kaushak Bakula, on the other hand, charged that the official 
delegation had given a prejudiced and one sided view of 
the Si 

Sensing trouble in the region, Mir Qasim undertook an 
official tour of Ladakh in September, 1973, and assured 
the people of the region that government would consider 
their problems and grievances A On his way 
.from kargil to Leh, Chief Minister, was greeted with 
black flags, demonstration, pelting of stones, shouting 
of anti government slogan etc. Several arrests were also 
nde In spite of all this Chief Minister announced an 
allocation of Rs. 18 crores for the development of the 
edd . While addressing Ladakh Development committee on 


October 1,1973 Mir Qasim declared that his government 


could not allow the pace of development in the region to 


S54 : A ; OF Nen 
suffer for want of funds. During his period digne 
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schemes were also under execution, road conditions improved 
and a scheme for opening two colleges and a secondary 
school was also in hand 

In between the State Government appointed with much 
fanfare a few commissions viz. Gajendragadkar Commission 
in 1967 and the Sikri Commission in 1979 to investigate 
the charges of regional imbalances Both these commissions 
acknowledged Ladakh's unjust share in the state's politico = 
administrative and economic set up and recommended a few 
measures to rectify some of the injustices dd wien ur But 
the state government did not concede their recommendations. 
In stead it disturbed the social equilibrium of Ladakh 
in 1979 by dividing it into Leh and Kargil districts on 
pure communal lines. This bifurcation of the region into 
two separate districts led, among other things, to the 
existence of intra-regional irritations and tensions which 
further posed problems in evolving a viable cohesive 
solution to the future of the —— 4 

Once again in 1982 a movement demanding autonomy for 
Ladakh was launched under the leadership of Lama Lobzang .-— , 
Mr. Thupstan Chewang and Mr. P.Mangyal. 

The Ladakhi Political Elites, however, alleged that 
their complaints and mostly centred on the jingoism of 
the leaders from the valley and their systematic acts of 
discrimination against the masses of the region. A violent 
struggle was launched by the Ladakh Buddhists Association 
on October 15,1989! Its main slogan was to liberate Ladakh 
from kashmir and for Union territory status. Mr. Namgyal - 

+ — The President , Ladakh Buddhist Student Association-w — 
—hile supporting the movement for Union Territory Status 


for Ladakh, highlighted the extend of discrimination, 
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oppression and the negligence the Ladakhis were subjected. 
He said that "Ladakh stands the fear of being colonised by 


yy, the Kashmiris and its identity and culture overwhelmed by 


P ———á——Ó—— 
ne 


Islamic influence? Moreover, assured of protection of 
their identity under Article 370 of Indian constitution 
the Kashmiris trained their eyes on the minuscule Buddhist 
population for assimilating them in Islamic fold. Therefore, 
there was a threat to their identity and cultural heritage. 
He further added that the standard of education in the 
region had reached the lowest convenable level and because 


of absence of a degree college most of the students drop 


uy vt out of their parents could not afford to send their wards 
outside Ladakh for higher studies. Consequently, vacancies 
in the government were filled by recruiting outsiders. He 
summed up the discrimination against Ladakh in economic 
s and development plans in the following points? - 
C 


—— ~ 1, The Government both at the centre and in the 
State never made an attempt to use the mighty river Indus. 
for agricultural and hydro power generation fówer pos 

2. The irrigational and hydro-power generation 
projects taken up by government were either abandoned or 
kept incomplete. The result was that Ladakh still gropes 
in darkness. 

3. The economic policy and planning of the then 

s ; kashmir government for Ladakh could at best be termed as 
aeea Qackdisical and misplaced priorities, faulty planning and 

a pale green attitude to implementation of schemes 

characterised the government's performance. 

4. Most of the departments in leh had either not 
performed at all or performed terribly. Which indicated 


the calculated designs to keep the region wallowing in 
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stagnation and object poverty. 

5. The double standard adopted by the then state 
Govt. for making allotment of plan allocation was guided 
by their design to deprive Ladakh of its rightful share in 
the plan funds. 

6. Islamisation of Ladakh was taking place in diverse 
and multitudinous ways. 

7. The then government adopted a policy of 
discrimination and suppression towards the region with 
the sole objective of stiffling and marginalising its 
historical, religious and cultural identity. == 2 

While concluding he pointed out that in such a melee 
it was only a matter of time before their identity perished 
completely. The situation had, therefore, reached to 
such an extent that nothing less than complete separation 
of the region in the form of union Territory would satisfy 
them. The situation was brought under control only after a 
Tripartite Agreement among the representatives of Ladakh 
Buddhists Association, the State and the Central Governments 
signed at Leh on october 29,1989 in the presence of the 
then Union Home Minister, Mr. Buta Singh. Under this 
agreement Leh was to have an Autonomous Hill Council 

Actually, the two rounds of talks which the National 
Conference-congress(I) coalition government had with ladakh 
Buddhists Association on the issue before its dismissal 
on January 19,1990 was an exercise in futility. Moreover, 
the dilly-dallying attitude of the state government towards 
this matter once again compelled the Buddhists to give a 
threat for resumption of their suspended agitation. The 
talks were held again on November 19,1991 at Jammu which 


remained inconclusive. The Tripartite Talks were, however, 
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resumed on May 20,1992 in which the leader of (LBA) 


Bay ae oe : 
Congress (I), (LMA; Muslim leaders from Kargil, the state 


Government officials and those of the central government 
participated, besides the Home Minister. Although leaders 
from Kargil expressed their willingness for an Autonomous 


Hill council for their district yet for fear of the 


— 


terrorists of the valley, they suggested post/ponement of 


—À 


the implementation of the proposal till Kashmir issue was 
resolved. 
^ The Ladakh Buddhists Association had, therefore, 
rescinded the demand for Union Territory status in favour 
of an Autonomous Hill Council, it had contemplated an e 
À f autonomous hill.council for Leh. But the political trouble | 
in the valley and the National Conference and Congress 
(I) leaders of Kashmir region not only impended the 
implementation of the agreement but also thwarted the 
whole Preces 
By that time the masses of the region had understood 
the dangerous game of the valley based National Conference 
and Congress (I) leadership sponsored politico-communal 
hartal that had blooded and convulsed the peaceful, highly 
sensitive and strategic region of Ladakh. The people in 
Kargil, by then were convinced that the problems of their 
district were the same as those of Leh and the masses of 
the two districts should take their future in their own 


Re^ hands. In a wise move, therefore, both Mr. Thupstan e 
ne SEEDS 


XM mc ue CER A ree : 3 A T mer 
v —— Cheewang's Ladakh(Muslim)Association (LMA) and Mr. Akbar 


Ladakhi's Ladakh Muslim Association (LMA) agreed in 1992 


to end the communal rift and lifted the social boycott 
existing between the two since 19897 ana to unite. With 


the restoration of unity, the Ladakh movement took on a 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


tl 


new dimension. A joint co-ordination committee was formed ^ LIS 


x x 10 to press the demand for an autonomous fill 1 council. Th The E / 


coordination committee, therefore,not only geared up to 


z ae —7 | 


start a new agitation, but had also given an ultimatum to E 
the centre to settle the Leh issue by October 15, 1993 or 
face a violent and uncontrollable E 
The resolution of the Ladakhis to revive the agitation 
was the immediate fallout of the centre's failure to 
honour, its solemn commitment that a Bill granting 
Autonomous Hill Council to Leh would be introduced in the 
Monsoon session of Parliament in August, 1993. This was 
not for the first time that Union Government had undermined 
its credibility by deferring its decision oa the Hj 
A ————— constitution of an“autonomous hill gounen for WENO 
behest of the Kashmiri leađership. The Kashmiri leaders 
however, argued that the grant of autonomy to Lađakh would 
hurt the Kashmiri psyche and would prove detrimental to 
the interest of the trouble torn people of the valley. The | 


same did the central Government in August 1990 and in 


Z | 
oom April 1992, but the Ladakhis then remained cool keeping in | 
a= —— "view the national AE die 
The patience of the non violent and peace loving 
Ladakhis was, however, erupted with sporadic violence on 
[ March 6, 1995 when the Ladakh Buddhist Association revived 


their agitation. It followed by a declaration to boycott 


; dl 
the then coming state Assembly Elections. The movement 


: 5 : 37 
Autonomous Hill Council status and nothing short of it. As 
the movement at this time was more vigorous and aggressive 


Ys nates the state Government had to bow to the wishes 
k AAA ue a O -~ 
E : z 5 


of the people of the region. After/talks and deliberations, 
h 


this time was whole heartedly committed to the cause of X 
E 
Y 
e 
E 
-Q 
A 
ae 
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effect by May 5, 1995. This was a day of jubilation and ^ 
feast among all the people of the regionas the final m 
announcement was made on May 15, 1995. —> 

The relations between LAHDC and the new National 
Conference Government of 1996( headed by Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah ere far from cordiality. The LAHDC viewed that_.4 
the new government too was hostile to the Buddhist/of Leh L [/ 
and in particular to the council. As the date of the 
ratification of LAHDC Act of 1995 by the Jammu and tela 
Kashmir legislative Assembly was drawing near, the leaders 
of the council expressed the fear that the council might 
be dissolva. Mr. Thupstan Chhewang the Chief Executive 
councillor of the council said, "The people of Ladakh had ; | 
started to believe that Dr. Farooq Abdullah's government 
was engaged in tactics to make the LAHDC defundt", The 
negotiations were then initiated between the representatives 
of the state government, and that of the council on the 
powers of the council.The leaders of the LAHDC had threatened 
to revive their demand for a Union Territory status for 
the border reign if the ongoing talks with the state 
government on the powers of the council failed: The top |, i 
rung leaders of the council told the J&K New Lines in an 
interview in Sept. 1997 that "We can always pass a 
resolution in the council if the Govt. make any attempt to 
dilute the powers of the elected body". 

However, a special session of the Jammu and Kashmir 


State legislative Assembly was convened from October dex A 
Mimmo NELLE M SCIT 


3,997 for the ratification of the presidential ct of 1995 


for the LAHDC , which was to lapse on October 9,1997. The N s 
[en] 
J&K Assembly ultimately passed a bill to provide for the 


veis = 
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establishment of LAHDC and the inter-district advisory -2Y 
council in ladakh region on october 3,1997. Thus, the _ £ 


cl. AO Ladakh o Hill Development council Bill of 19297. » p 
ae STO replace)a residential erdinance of 1995 which was ë Ô 
=- made during governor rule in the St PEA NS 

$. s the stage was set for the special and stormy 

IUS (URN ¡eo session of state assembly for the consideration and passuug 
dc pex TO E the state “autonomy Committee geport t of April, 1999 —=, 2 
E O Ladakhis opposed it and decided to observe a black week. as > 
S EL Under the aegis of the Ladakh Buddhist Association, the 12 


people of the region,, pre dominantly Buddhists, held 
rallies, demonstrations, and dharnas during the week long 
protest starting from June 19,2000 at Leh and other block 

head quarters of Nyoma, Durbuk Diskit, Khalsi and Padum. 

The Ladakhis were apprehensive that the proposed step for 
greater autonomy for the state or to restore the pre-1953 ; 
position would ruin the interest of Ladakhis ot Ladakhis peop ENEE who 27 


had been clamouring for union territory status_ for a 3torv soe G 


time. The people of Leh expressed concerned over the 


Lr continued apathy of the J&K Govt. : and they had therefore -——.> 
y - T hee m a s "— 
Í intensified the agitatiòn fer union n territory status “of 2 aS 
BR es oe E 


the UA SIn short the neglect, discontentment and 


frustration led Ladakhis on war path for Union territory 


Status and opposed n a UE 
f 


I c R 
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Since India is composed of various communities, 
these have at one time or another expressed their 


distincthess deriving genesis from historical, Social 


and religious movements, The feelings of sikhs as 

a community arted from the day of its establishment 
put this feeling got impetus only after Brithshers 
annexed Punjab in 1849. They adopted tue policy of 
divide and rule as a result of which Started various 
reform movements such as Singh Sabha Movement and 
Gurdwara Reform Movement among the sikhs and . Arya 
Samaj and wig fus S.maj Movements adt the Hindus. 
with the passage of time, these movements took 


communal colours andestablished the feelings of 


distinctness between the two major communi ties in 


Punjab. 


The-Akali Dal being a trustee of the Sikhs wars” 
its pre-eminence in the same way as the congress 


of any otherpolitical party wants for itself. This 


4 


in effect means gaining power. There is of rourse, 

no problem about the Akali Dal' S quest for political 
powers Power after all is what politics is all about 

and the Akalis are very much in the business of politics. 
The proolem arises from the Akali Dal's theo=political 
ideology. Such e ideology is apparently a logical 
necessity for a party which depends on the substantial 
human and material resources of Shiromani Gurdwara 

Pra bhandhak Committee and which uses regious. Shrines not 
only for locating its offices but also for launching 
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its political campaigns. Inevitably the Akali's 

claim scriptual sanction for their declared objectives 
and add an ethnic-communal dimentions even to issues 
which are essentially political and economic. The 


Akalis  expore the 'miri-piri! and inseparability 


of religion and politics Syndrome. Matters are 
further eomplicated by intra-factional exercises in 
one upmanship which tend to push them into extremist 
positions, retreat from. which is difficult without 
loss of face, It is not only power in the contemporary 
political System which the Akali Dal seeks but also the 
power of popular esteem represented by Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee in Punjab. The Akali 

Dal can retain control over Shiromani Gurdwara 

Pr abandhak Committee only by articulating traditional 
ethnic political aspirations of the Sikh communi ty, 
In order to stay ia power, the Akali Dal should have 
majority in Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee 
and to keep this position intact, it has to 
perpetuate the community forces and insistence on 


inseparabiiity and individibility of religion and 


politics, And-it-is thie paradox which —i1s-mainly 
FSSponsábto for—the-eurrent-cintsis~in Punjab, The 
Akali Dal keeps stressing on the communal polarization 


So that it remains feasible afor it to come to power 


on its own and keep Spat SERRE undivided, 


The Akali leaders in search of cheap Popuersty 
have created hurdles in the process of national 
integration by exploiting religious institutions for 


their personal benefits. In such | Sir cunstances, 
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the leaders of other parties, particularly the ruling 
party, also dis not play a positive role. Rather they 
tried to fish in the troubled waters. Had there 


been an earnest follow-up .to solve the problems 


əy tne leaders of other parties including ruling 
party, things would have been qui te different. But 
then, they nave their own axes to grind. The leaders 
of all Shades and opinion are not averse to exploit- 
ing the duo tions of communities in all matters 


relating to their own interests. 


Apparently the limitatións of Akali leadership 


emanate from a close link between religion and 
politics. Such a link tends to circumscribe its 
growth and hampers it in winning the support of non- 


sikh punjabis, on the other hand, there. is always 


the danger as it is now amply clear, of any sikh 
leaders arousing the religious sentiments of sikhs. 
A religion-based party such aS Akali Dal has 
inherent EE LR as weakness, its strength lies 


in the cohesiveness and easy mobility of its followers, 


but its weakness is that its support base does 

not expand and gets fossilised. In a situation of . 
crisis, such a political organisation finds it 
extremely difficult io ehlist sympathy beyond its 
supporti base to remain effective. And in such 
situations the - akali Dal has exploited the | Susp et 
religious sentiments of the masses, Since TEn | 
Akali Dal draws its legitimacy and strength pom its 
champianship of the communi ty interest, its ME 
relationship with Shirouani Gurdwara Prabandhak i 
Committee and its past-heritage of having péen the 
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ex clusive fighting arn of the community have been 


expioited by the leadership. 


A11 political agitations are given the name of 
‘dharm yudhf and Panthic unity appeals are made 


even when the economic issues are involved. In 


addition 66 it, the £xxr factional character of Akali 
Dal and the vying of each CIO LO acknowledge | 
mass support by exploiting the religions sentiments 
has resulted in the present crisis in Punjab. Though 
for the rise of fundamentalists and extremists forces, 
‘the Akali Dal alone cannot be held responsible ; yet 


the policies and programmes adopted by it have 


provided shelter to these forces implicitly or 
explicitly which is posing a serious threat to the 


unity and integrity of the Indian state, The: Akalis, 
at first, found these forces useful in their tug of 
war with the ruling party, which has adopted the 
policy of drift and did not wan-t to accommodate 
their demands, without realising that ultimately. 


they too would become prisoners of their terror 


tactics, T L 
Auk nonas orestis, CPU ef Olaus 


Sikhism was founded by Guru Neni in the back- 
drop of the fifteenth century conditions in Punjab 
Beginning as a reformist cult ‘with a popular 
appeal. among. thegpressed starta of society it developed 
into a forceful political movement challenging the 
legitimacy of the Moghul emise, In the course of this 


, transformation it generated some characteristic 
Symbols, norms and mass attitudes, towards the eaten 


communities and the political regime. Thus the sikh 


= r O H 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


pr, VIDYA BHUSHAN 
< PROF (RETD ) POL 7. 
pes 


NIVERSIT Y OF JAW 
UN JAMMU .B 
community acquired a network of distinct religio- 
political values and traditions which may be termed 
as the sikh political cuiture. 


One of the most pertinent features of the sikh 


political culture has been a consciously felt minority 


psychosis giving rise to an unmitigated concern for the 

consolidating of the panth. The gensis of this 

apprehension may be traced back to the initial stages 

of growth of this religion. In Sapo nadt the tenets of 
. Sikhism, Guru Nanak had attacked the established 


belief and practices of Hinduism and Islam, the 
dominant creeds of the æ time, Rjecting the Hindu 
concept of polytheism and their faith in idolatory, 

a ritualism and seripturalism, he upheld the unity of 
Godhead. Denouning the excessive formalism in Islam, 
‘he preached that devotion to the name of ‘God was 
the only alternative to achieve communion with Hime 
He urged upon the necessity of a true guide to help 
the devotees in this process. He processed to offer 
& genuine solution to the provler of human salvation 


and was recognised as a true Guru by his followers, 


On the social plane, Guru Nanak championed 
the cause of an egalitarian society as against the 
hierarchical structure of the Hindu community. He 
severally denounced the caste oppression and the 
economic exploitation which were so rampant, in the 
feudal society of medieval, India. Idehtifying himself 
LUR 
; waren the lowliest of the lowly, he addressed to the. 
oppressed strat@ of the soeiety- like the peasants, 
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` the small traders and the craftsmen. To minimize the 


communication gap between himself and the massess, khe 
delivered his message through the dialiects of the pe- 


ople. Thus in view of the overall compulsions of his 
age, She sought to reify the society of his designs 

py mobilizing the masses through the idiom of religion. 
To make an actual »egiming in this SEPIE he 
initiated the egalitarian practices of Sangat; S204 glows 
congregations,.i Langar {free community ‘kitchen ) and 
Pangat ‘unstratified arrangement of seating. He also 
institutionali zed his office to consolidate his 


achievements after his deathe 


However, the galore and esteem associated with 


the pontificate aroused sectarian tendencies in the 


Panth aud after the first Guru. Numerous ' pretneders 


to the office of the Guru theegtended to dissolve 
the identity of the Sikh community into the wide 
ocean of Hinduism from where it had precipitated. 
On the other hand, the expansion of the Panth was be com 
ing a dk@finke difficult task in view es a strong 
oppositban from the elitist sections of the Hindus. 
The latter did not tolerate any erosion of khkax 
their influence oy aio "their 
community, the only area open for proliferation 

to the former, With hostile forces ¿round the Sikhs 
be came apprehensive about the security of their 


P 


religious identity. ; 


Nevertheless, the feeling of insecurity 


implying a -conscious impression of the GXNENRXGRX dearth 
of numbers haS pervaded the entire subsequent history 
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of the sikhs as a cardinal thread of their culture. 


It was displayed in prominent relief in the eighteenth F 
, century when the whole sixh community was threatened 
with physical liquidation by the Moughal regime. 

The factors like vigorous attempts at consolidation 

of the Sikh community by the first five Gurus added 

yet another trait to the Sikh political culture. A 
rising sikh sect with a distinct centre of boyalty 

and a EE & revenue administration, visulalized 
the prospect of a formidebly challenge to the imperial 
authority in India. The apprehensive Koughals sought 

to curb the Eg grovht of tnis community by repression 
culminating in the execution of Arjan Dev, the 

fifth Guru, To improviso against the official onslaught, 


the Sikhs reoslved to militarise their sect. The various 


secuiar traditions introduced ‘by Har go bind, the 
Sixth Guru, particularly, his wearing of the two 
swords symbolizing Miri (wordly power ) and pfri 
(spiritual authority); establishment of the Akal 
Takhat (timeless throne) and raising of a militia of 


tee Sikh volunteers, were the important steps taken 
in this direction. The martial innovations introduced 


by him were facilitated to agreat extent by an earlier d 


gi of the Jat tribes inthe Sikh community. 
Velle ee EY Cholte ; 


The task of militarization initiated by the Sixth 
Guru pe came an established paractice of the Sikh 
political culture when Gobind Singh, the Tenth Guru 

of ihe Sikhs, baptized a militant band, called, the 
Khalsa ( the pure) and gave it warlike synbüks. 

This band expanded into a Lar gor brother hood/ and Joina 


the- Guru in a number of military actions against the 


Moughals. The entire subsequent | history of the "East 
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particularly up to the middle of the ninteenth century, 
points to a graudal process of strengthening the 
martial ethos and political aspirations of the Sikh 
comunity The oft made assertions as to the 


inseparability of religion and politics in the Sikh 
faith, the tenacious demand for a E status for tht 
Sikhs, the preponderance of the “Mor cha {entrenchment} l 
strategy for the achievement of community goals, 

the exaltation of personal sacrifice for the Panthic 
cause and the attitude are some of the major legacies 


of this historical process. 


The Guru8s not only laid the foundation kx 
of morality and ethics but gave a new direction to 
Spirituality in the as conditions. Full of 
struggle and sacrifice, their contribution to Indian 
philosophy and their sustained efforts in.bringing 
about a synthesis among the various religions, in 
order to satisfy the inner urges of human nature, 
were ineded remarkable, Ther attempts to secularise 
the..outlook of the people virtually were noble and 
lagdable. tras Sgt UN. in this connection to 
mention that Guru a Singh considered *Hindustan*, 
as mentioned in Adi Granth, as his homeland, The 
Guru had nowhere used the word  *Punjab*, In fact 
he was aware of the distress of the whole country 
and not merely of the Punjab. Again four of the 

¿ Guru's Panj Piaras ( the five petouee ones ) were 
non-punjabis by caste and Sx Above—e H inthe 


ec 


? € . 
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The five beloved ones were: Daya Ram - a Khatri of 
Lahore, Dharama Dass - A Jat of Delhi, Mohakam 
Chand - a Washerman of Dwarka, Sahib Chand - a Barber | 
of Bidar and Himmat - a water carrier of Jigannath 


Puri. Above allthe holy scripture of the sikhs, the 


Granth sabió, are included hymns from Sits coming 
from different castes and religions. In sum, the 
entire efforts of the Sikh Gurus was directed in 
creating a sense of oneness among the masses, 

The character of Sikhism UNARENEnX as a 
pacific movement underwent transformation at the. hands 
of thenth Guru, Guru Gibind Singh. It was he who 
created the Khalsa in 1699. Form this time onwards 
staunch sikhs were commanded to observe the five symbols 
that demarcated them from other religious communities. 
Guru Gobind Singh changed the character of this 
hitherto pacific movement into a militant one and 
transformed this religious group into a militant 
society, sanctified the use of sword and convinced the 
sikhs that victory was on their side, He also laid 
dont a baptismal ceremony for all sikhs. Tne new 
militancy in the sikh community alongwith the elabor- 
ation of its outward forms and symbols made for a 


certain differentation from other communities, . 


In the mid-eighteenth century the sikhs Y 
became a sovereign power with several sikh chiefs — \ 
ang Ner different parts of Punjab. At the beginning 
of nineteenth century, Ranjit Singh, head of a iu^ 
misl subdued several other sikh chiefs and assumed: 

the title of Maharaja in 1799. In the territories 
‘under Ranjit Singh, sikhs occupied ES cf top 


e 
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assigned to individual and institutions for religious 


' tra-ditional , social and religious net-works in 


Punjab was followed on its heels by the entry of the 


T 


'positions though other communities were never neglected, 


Historical and religious places received the favours 


of Maharaja and considerable value free land was 


and charitable purposes, Grants were also assigned to 
persons engaged in various types of education 
especially through religious scriptures in vernacular. 


language. This provided a base for the development of | 


d XU ONES Punjabi society. 


147 ni ^O AA. ; Neher : 
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The annexation of Punjab by the British in 


1849 had exposed its hitherto more or less secluded so- | 
ciety to the influence of the revivalist and nationalist 
movements from the Indian mainland and the liberal | 
ideas from the West. A number of reformist organiza- 
tions so far active in British India,soon began to 

extend théir operations to this new province. The 
missionaries oí various Christian orders were the 

first to establish their centres in different towns 

of Punjab to secure conversions to the respective 

faiths, These missionaries enjoyed the support 6$ £hé 
British of ficials and vied with one another in | 
their  proselyting pursuits. A A large number of 

people including the sikhs from the lower strata 

of society were readily attracted to embramce 
Christianity, It-s influence soon began to oe 

to the richer sections of this community too. After 

the oonversion of Maharaja Dalip Singh in 1853 many 

of the aristocratic sikh families accepted it as 


their creed, 


The arrival of the Christian missions in 


e 


Brahmo Samaj and the Arya Samaj. Similar revivalist  .- 


waves were also noti-ce 
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The philosophy of imperialism and colonial exploitation 
f ollowed by the britishers on the policy of ‘divide | | 

ah | 
and rule, , systematically punctured, fractured tre and l 


demolished the emerging Structures of nationalism 


' by setting one community against another. They gave - 


marignal concessions to one community and eulogized 

its historical role at the cost of other community.They | 

wrote books to create an expression that India was a 

conglomeration of several communities wherein each | 

community has a distinct role of its own, They tried 

to stress that the ideology of Sikhism was totally 

different from those of Vedas and Upnishads, Lepel j | 
er ble A | 

Henry Griffen, a noted British Historian,, postulated 

that Hinduism has always been hostile to sikhism and 

even socially the two.had been antagonistic. Similarly 

Sir John Seelay in his book entitled "The Expansion of 

England" wnote that the notion that India is a 

natinnglity rests upon that vulgar error which. 

political science aims at eradicating, | pas is not 

a political name, but only a geographical expression 

like Europe or Africa. It does not mark the territory 

of a nation and a language but the territéry of many 

nations and AenY languages. The other noted historian, 

Sir John Strachey in his book entitled "India: Its 

Administration and Progress" (1888) stressed that 

the first and the most essential thing to learn about 

India is that there is not ad never was India cr 

any country of India possessing any sort of unity, 

no Indian nation, no, people of India of which we 

hear so much, In addition to that, they wrote books 

to FARO the sion that Sikhism might 


disappear altogher and that it is a waning religion 


E 
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that will soon belong to history. They also ave 
their full support to the activities of Singh Sabha 
Movement and it became clear when the Viceroy stated 
that, "with Singh Sabha Movement, the Government 

of India is in hearty sympathy, We appreciate the many 
admirable qualities of the sikh Nation and it is a 
pleasure to us to know that we are able to givenx 
them a foremost place amongst true and xwayt loyal 
subjects - of Her Majesty, the Queen Empress, They 
even laid down the foundation stones of the Khalsa 
Schools and Colleges and became the active members of 
their management Gómáittcas. The foundation stone 

of Khala College at Amritsar was laid down by 
Lieutenant Governor James Lyall on March 5, 1892, Bows 


p 


fhe first Principal of the college was also an 
Englishman named Dr. D,C,Oman. Even the Preáident . 
of college’ Management Committee was Chief Justice © 
of Punjab QN. M, Rattigan, another Englishman, The 
Britishers treated the sikhs as distinct and separate 
community, The Montague-Chelmsford Report (1919) 
stated that "the sikhs in Punjab were a distinct and 
important"€ ommunity, to them therefore, We propose 


to extend the system of separate electorates, 


In addition to it, the advent of British admi- | 


nistration and particularly British law courts int= 
roduced into TE a Hebl/gonceptuakis anion of land 
: ownership. As ^a aresult of it, land began to move: 
into the hands of Hindu commercial classes. they 
disclosed the t policy of balance! by Favour the 
employment of sikhs over Hindus and this intensified 
communal competition over employment,The Britishers' 


made an informal proposal to the Sikhs. that if they 
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disassociate finally with the Congress, they Would 
be given a decisive political weightage after the 
British-transfer of powers to the people of India. | 
The British Cabinet members are said to have conveyed 
to Baldev Singh, the sikh representative that 
"amendments can be made so as to enable the sikhs to 
have political feet of their own on Which they may 
walk into the current of world history. Tne Britishers, 
therefore, were ab&e to make the communities to vote ‘| 
E communally, listen only to communal 
election speeches, judge the delagates communally, 
look for constitutional and other reforms only in 
terms of more relative communal power and express their 
grievances communally. These policies of the 
Britishers which aimed at dividing the communities 
and the increasing political consciousness and response 
to nationalist upsurge throughout the country resulted 
in the launching o$ several reform ovements in 
‘Sikhism, such as the Nirankari Movement, Mamdari 
Movement, Singh Sabha Movement and Gurdawara Reform 
Movement that created an ae kenino and a desire 
among the sikhs to reform their shrines and keep 


their distinctiness intact, - 


THE NIRANKARI MOVEMENT 

The Nirankari Movement headed by Baba Dayal 
was the first among religious reform movements that 
kept the Spirit of sikhism alive and preached against 
evils that had slowly crept into the sikh social and 
religious life. He preached against idolatory, worship 
of graves, tombs and trees ahd belief in other 
complicated Brahmanical rites and ceremonies and 


exhorted his followers to worship one Nirankar (God),. 


t 
LU 
H 
^ p D s [ 
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This movement is popularly known as Nirankari Movement 


because its followers believe in one Nirankar who 


— 


followed sikh ceremonies in birth, death,marriage 


ar ETT 


and other social usages. The movement had very wide 


impact on the sikh masses. 


THE NAMDARI MOVEMENT 


The Namdari Movement popular ly known as the E 
Kuka movei.ent, made its appearnace next. Started by | 
Bhagat Jawahar Mal and Baba Balak Singh, this movement 
became a powerful force of religio-political revival 
among the sikhs under Sue: of the later disciples, 
Baba Ram Singh. He particuarly enjoined upon his 
followers to worship one God through prayer and 
meditation, The moral codes prepared and enforced by 
nim exhorted all his followes to be engaged at all 
times in the wordhip of God. He also preached against 
pes evils like caste system, The teachings of. 

Baba Ram Singh have had a wide appeal on the sikh: 


masses, 


LJ 
à 


Though Baba Ram Singh's mission was specially 
marked by teachings of reignteousness, toleration and 
mercy, yet some of his followers got out of control 
‘and in a fit of religious frenay committed certain . 
excesses like murdering of British officials, which y 
resulted in their clash with the Britishers, Some 21 
of his followers who became excited over the killings 
of cows, murdered the butchers’ at Amritsar, Raikot 
and Malerkotla, and were as punishment, blown off 
from the cannonts mouth. The action of the Britishers 
against the Kukas created great hatres for British 


rule in the minds of the sikhs in the Punjab which : y 


] 
i X . x 
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helped prepare the ground for the subsequent 
_religio-political struggle among the sikhs in the fom 
of Singh Sabha; Chief Khalsa Dewan and the Gurdwara 


Reform Movement, 


THE SINGH SABHA MOVEMENT 
3 


The Singh Sabha Movement started in 1873 with 
the purpose to study the original sources of sikhism 
and to restore it to its pristine purity, As a result | 
of this movement several Singh Sabhas were established, 
the first among them at Ámritsar. Besides this 
the Khalsa Tract schety and Khala Press were 
establághed soon after with the objectives respectively 
ef-propogating the tenets -of-Sikhismesnd PULIS 
papezes journals and books in Punjabi language. 


The major objevtives of Singh Sabha Movement were; 


(a) Restoration of sikh rituals and alimiatione 
of other religious practices; - e 
(b) Propogetion of sikh religion as directed by | 


sikh gurus, 


(c) Publication and distribution of Sikh religious 
literature; 
(d) Opening of sikh schools and colleges for 


the purpose of giving education to youths 
in sikh tradition and sikh way of life; 
(e) Keeping the membership of Singh Sabha open : 
to the sikhs alone and uplifting of Punjabi © ` 
A language; 
>, | (f) Reforming and bringing back into sikh fold 
those who have left Sikhism ; and 


^ ; Í 
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(g) Ensuring the co-operation of highly phced 
Englishmen in the educational programme of 


the Sikhs, 


The process of reform took the shape of 
'de-Hinduising! the sikhs since the trouble with 
Sikhism at that time was its doctrines and institu- 
tions had been completely hinduised, Several Sikh 
educational institutions were established which not 
only provided education but also served as strongholds 
Gt ER The spread od éducation brought about 
Consciousness among the sikhs and created the 
feelings of distinctness among them and an era of 
confrontation started between Hindus and sikhs, To 
co-ordinate the activities of various Singh Sabhas 
an organization known as Chief Khalsa Dewas was | 
formed in 1887 at Lahore; The major objectives of 


Chief Khalaa Dewam were; 


(a) To promote thespiritual,intellectual,moral, 
2 
social, educational and economic welfare of 


Khalsa Panth; 


(b) To propagate the teachings as embodédd& in 
= Sri Guru Granth Sahib; $ 
(c) To propagate teaching: sf Gurbani and to 


Spread knowledge of sikh history and other 


authentic writings; 


(d) . To safeguard the political rights of the 
Sikhs: . 
i) To represent their interests to the 
. government; 


ii) To make constitutional efforts for their 
attainment according to times and 
conditions; 
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iii) To cultivate loyality to the Crown,: 


lá 
The Chief Khalsa Dewan was the firstscoio- 
} 


religio-political organization among sikhs which 
included in its programmes not only a sikh way of D. 
and the removal of social, evils but also the voicing 
' of political grievances and injustices to the sikh 
community, The Chief Khalsa Dewan reised the demand of 
Separate representation, special privileges and 
safeguards in Services and facilities for developing 
their language and preserving their way of life. 

It formed an Education Committee dnd it was this 
Committee that spearhgadeg the movement to open 
educational institutional throughout Punjab, The 
contribution of Chief Khalsa Dewan lies in the fact 
cee the community ahead of the orthodox sil 
faith, strengthened the defences created by the 
Singh Sabha Movement around the sikh x» identity and 
made endless efforts to safeguard the political 
rights of sikhs, The net result of tne activities . 
of the Singh Sabhas and the Chief Khalsa Dewas 

was the establishment of a feeling of distinctness 
among the Sikh community and created resentment among 
Hindus, These identity movements were superseded by 


the Gurudwara Reform Movement in the early twenties. 


THE GURUDILARA REFORM MOVEMENT 
. The institution of gurdwara is as old as 
a faith and was established by the founder X 
of the faith, Guru Nanak, In order to preach the basic + 
tenets of his faith the unity of God and tne brotherhok 
of mankind and to abolish tha existing social i 
| distinctions, the Institution of Gurdwara was 


estahishedac Tat, GUNARIR NANA eagaidered to be 


18 


"Schools for the students, centres of spiritual knowledge 


By 


for the believers, hospitals for the sick, places of 
food for the hungry, forts of security for the wormen- . | 


folk and inns for the travellers, 


UE. |—— OO 


The Gurdwaras, since very early days, had been 
managed by the members of the Udasi sect who were 
highly respected by ihe sikh masses for their saintly 
disposition and unimpeachable moral behaviour, It was 
out of this reverance and partly because of the 
services rendered by them during ihe dark period! of 
the sikh history, that they were allowed almost a free 
hand in the management of the shrines under their 


control and the nomination-of their successors, These 
Udasi care-takers of the Gurdwaras, who began to 

be addressed bs Mahants in the due course.of time, 
remained quite amenable to tne sokkh public opinion 
up to the end of the sikh rule in Punjab. But when 
the British, after having. annexed this state, 
constructed canals and provided other agricultural 
facilities here - as a result of which the value of 
land rose ‘considerably in this province - the Mahants 
developed a vested interest in the Gurdwara property. 
Under the new settlement that the British improvised, 
they got the Gurdwara land transferred in their: names 
with the connivance of the British officials, In this 
way they became the owners of the Gurdwara assets 


and adopted an attitude of indifference and 


irresponsiveness towards the Sangats (sikh congregations). 


The acquisition of ownership rights in the 

' Gurdwara Td BW the Mahants brought about a 
considerable change in their living styles, Most of 
them began to lead luxurious lives, They started 


marrying themselves ( whicn hitherto vas a taboo 


. : y 
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for them) in order to create te of hereditary 


‘as Akali Movement started in early twenties with the 
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Succession with an avowed purpose of retaining their 


VUE... —.— 


hold on the Gurdwara properties. Thise who did not 
Somehow enter into weidlocks, started disposing of these 
properties in otder to lead a life of comfort, Some 

of them promoted licentiousness within the. precincts 

of the religious shrines and had children from their 


concubings. They appropriated the offerings made by 


‘the devotees as their personal earnings and maintained 


no accounts of the Gurdwara incomes. They frequently 
began to abstain themselves from the religious services 
in the Gurdwaras and delegated such duties to their 
subordinates who started demanding . doles from the 
devotees, To increase their incomes further they 
introduced idol=worship in the Gurdwaras which the: 
sikhs considered to be contrary to the basic tents of 
their faith. By the turn of the eentury the condition 
of the sikh church had reached a point where it could 
be compared with that of the catholic Nodes pies in 


Europe on theeve of Reformation, 


Meanwhile, significant changes were taking place 
in the socio-economic milieu of this Province which, 
coupled with the mis-management in the Gurdwaras, 
necessitated the rise of Gurdwara Reform Movement 
in the early twenties of this centur [heb oce An 
examine the—impact-of this-movement on the management 
of—the Sikh-Gurdwaras, it is necessary to take stock 


of—these-changes in order to understand the material 


- conditions responsible-for the—outburst of—this- 


movement .! 


“The Gurdwara Reform movement pppularly known 
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magor objectives of liberating Gurudwaras from the UH 
influence of the hereditary Mahants. The other object 
of Gurudwara Reform Movexment were; (a) To bring K 
the sikh religious places under Panthic control and í 
management; to do away with permanent position of 
Mahants; to utilise the income and property of 
Gurudwards for the purposesw£ for which they were 
formed; and to practise ithe sikh religion according 


to the teachings of Sikh Gurus as prescribed in the 


Adi Granth, 


The reform movements in sikhism starting from 
the sixties of the ninteenth century, particularly 
the Singh Sabha Movement and the revolutionary 
activities thereafter, had brought in a political - 
awakening in the masses and also religious reformation 


with the natural consequences and desire that their 


important historical religious places, which were in 
the hands of the Mahants be brought under the collective 
control of the community, and their. funds utilised 

for its own benefit. On October 12m 1920 a meeting 

was called sponsored by the Students and Professors 

of the KhalsaCollege Amritsar and it was here for 

the first time that speeches were made to take measures 


to free the Gurudwaras from the control of the 


. Mahants. This was the start of the movement, later 


known as the Gurudwara Reform Movement or the Akali 


Movement. ur 
Sube ¿es Dot 
| C ESA Z wf Vow 


A DEUS 1 of the representatives of the 
sikhs was again called on November 15, 1920 and it 
resolved to constitute a Committee.of 175 members 
with powers to control ail the Sikh dhrines in 


Punjabeand else where. This body was named as Shiromani i 


Gurdwara Prabndhak Committee, .It held its first meeting 
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on December 12, 1920 at the Akal Takht, To days ¿ 


later on December 14, 1920, a central organization of th: | 
Akali Jathas, knowns as Shiromani Akali Dal was set 


up to aid and assist the SGPC in the take over and 


administration of the Gurdwaras, Imnediately after 
its USA the SGPC appointed a sub=committee 

to prepare rules and regulations for the management 
of the Darbar Sahib and to draft a constitution for 
itself, After the new consitutiona was adopted, fresh 
elections to this body were held in July 1921 and the 
first popularly elected SGPC came into existence 


in August that year, ^ 


According to the new SGPC constitution four- 
fifths of its members were to be elected by direct 


vote by the sikhs in Punjab and outside. The remaining 


were to be returned from territorial constituncies 
carved out on the basis of the strength of the sikh 
population and importance of the sikhs residing there, 
The sikhs states were also given representation on this 
body from where one fourth of the memebrs were to be 
nominated by their sikhs Maharajas, Every baptised 

| sikh who had attained the age of twenty one and 
observed the elementary rules of sikh conduct was given 
the right to vote, After the adopting the constitution 
the SGPC got itself registered as a corporate. 


The most challenging. task before the SGPC from 
the very beginning was to achieve autonomy in the 
matter of control’ and administration of the Sikh 
Gurdwaras. It implied on the one hand the ejection of 
the Mahants trom the occupation of these shrines and [ 


on the othcr h3ndxXkXxx the removal of Governmental 
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encumberances on the Gurdwara management, Thus the 
imperatives of these twin goals brought the SGPC 

in confrontation with the Government as well as the 
Mahante. In order to realize the first dimension of 
its goal of autonomy, the SGPC sent Akali Jathas 

to different historical Gurdwaras of the province 

to liberate them from the possession of the Mahanta. 
A number of the Mahahts surrendered their Gudwaras to 
the Akalis and agreed to serve as employees of the 
SGPC. But the Mahanta of Janam Asthan (Nankana Sahib) 
did not hand over their possessions to the Akalis; 
they rather offered resistance to them. In these 
cases the Akalis launched Morchas to achieve. their 
objective. The Akali Jathas, which remained thoroughty 
non=violent in these Morchas, suffered great physical 
viébence and casualties from the Mahants and their 
Supporters, The heaviest toll of life was suffered 
by them at Nankana Sahib wasa where 130 sikhs were 
killed and burnt by Mahant Narain Dass on 20 February 
1921s A Jatha of 550 sikhs under the, leadership of 
Bhai Lachman Singh went inside the Gurdwara, Nankana 
Sahib to pay its respects, It was a Gurupurb Day, 
the birth anniversary of Guru Har Rai, The Mahanat 
in: control of the Gurdwara directed his men to 

attach the peaceful Jatha. Many were byrnt alive by 
the hirelings of the Mahant and some were thrown 

in .a boiling oil cauldron, This tragedy flared the 
already smouldering embers of sikh discontent at the 
attitude of the rulers and the Mahant. It was 
thereafter that the Gurdwara Reform Movement got 


intensified, 


e 
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The second aspect of the autonomy goal of the 
SGPC pertained to the clearance of the Gurdwára 
management of the vestiges of the Governmental 


influence, Although this apex body had come into exis- 


tence in October, 1920, and had afterwards acquired 
a representative status too, yet the government Was 
reluctant to transfer the complete charge of the 
Darbar Sahib, Amritsar to it. Tpe keys of the Golden 
Temple treasury were still in the custody of the 
governemtn appointed Sarbrah(in-charge) of the shrine 
who.contined to hold that position effectively. The 
ABRO DAS euros pi the Darbar Sahib administration 
p began to be considered as anomalous by the Sikhs 
particularly after this popular elections of the SGPC 
in July 1921, On 29th October 1921 the executive 
committee of the SGPC passed a resolution that the keys 
of the Golden Temple treasury Xsxpasuud be transferred] 
o ile custody of the SGPC president from that of the 
parra 
Sarbrah. Consequent upon this resolution the Deputy | 
Commissioner of Amri.sar took away the keys from rer 


Sarbrah. He also issued a statement that the.SGPC was, 


not a representative body of the sikhs and added that N 
the keys would be handed over to a more representative V. 
organization as and when sikhs: constituted its. In a S 
sudden move he also removed Sunder Singh Rangarhia from 
the office of the Sarbrah and appointed: a more loyal per- 
son, Captain Bahadur Singh in his place. This action A 
of the government sent a wave of sharp reaction mes 

the sikhs, In order to assuage their agitated feelings 

the government started holding public meetings 
particularly in the rural areaswherein offered justin 


‘fication for their action. The Akali leaders also began 


Y 


/ Sx 4 
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ganising their own meetings in order to counter 


the propaganda of the government. In the wake of. the 


conflicting situation that followed all the prominent 


Akali leaders were arrested by the. government under the 
Seditious Meetings Act. At this the SGPC called upon 
all the sikhs to hold Diwans on the occasion of the 
martyrdom day of Guru Tegh Bahadur and to enlighten 
the masses about the British repression. In a subsequent 
meeting it also resolved to boycott the visit of the 
Prince of Wales to India. This step of the AGPG led 

to the arrest of akali leaders, many of whom were later 
on sentenced to various sterms of imprisonment. The 
Akalis in this agitation won the sympathies of the 
native presys and the congress leadership. The 
solidarity and popularity of the Akali Morcha baffled 
the government. Sensing that it was loosing its hold 

on the situation the government declared unconditional — 
relase of the akili prisoners and handed over the keys 
of the Derbar Sahib to Kharak Singh, the then: Predident 
of the SGPC,on January 19, 1922. At the sans time; it 
“also accorded recognition ot the SGPC and entrusted the 


administration of the shrine to this committee. 


Tne SGPC's struggle for supremacy over the 
Gurdwaras, however, reached its zenith in the morchas + 5 
of the Guru Ka Bagh and Jaitu, Tpe former was launched: 
against the recalcitant Mahant of the Guru Ka Bagh 
Gurdwara who refused to hand over the complete dew. of 
“the shrinex to the SGPC., and to cut fuel wood. The x 
Jj authorities also tried to retrieve their lost prestigg 
a by china a lession to akalis. The offensive was \ 
taken by arresting some swmmÑx of the akalis on the charge 
of cutting wood fromthe dry kikar trees in the land 


attached to Gurudwara Guru Ka Bagh. To justify their 


$ : | M 
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action, the British officials appreached the Mahant 
to lodge a formal complain that the Sikhxxm£nx akalis 
Were stealing tree wood from. his land, Arrest of 
of the reformers led to another powerful morcha 
at Guru-Ka-Bagh in which the akalis faced toughest 
opposition from the official machinery, Not only those 
cutting wood for use in the community kitched Were 
mercilessly beated by the Police. and f ood and medical 
aid denied to them, they were also arrested and put 
behand the bars, More. than. 1300. x reformers were 
seriously injured and total arrests had reached 5005 
without any possibllity of settlement, Ultimately, Sri 
Ganga Ram took over the garden on lease from Mahaht 
Sunder Bass, and allowed the sikh sak reformers to cut 
fuel wood, thus ending the struggle by ATO er the 
rights to the sikhs, This «*asxwm happened on October 


13, 1922, wk 


The Britishers believed that Maharaja Ripudaman . 
Singh of Nabha had been giving secret help in the 
Gurdwara Reform Movement, He was removed from the 
thrown under the oders of the government of India on 
July 9, 1823, obviously for this reason, though his 
differences with Maharaja of Patiala were announced 
officially to be the case, This led to.the Shiromani 
Akali Dal taking up his cause and calling upon the x 
people of Pynjab to observe September 9, 1923 as 'Nabha 
Day! by obsexving a hartal throughout the province 
and taking out a protest procession to rouse public 
opinion. This made the authorities consider it a 
serious fefiance and 60 members of the Shiromani 
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee were arrested on ON 
October 12, 1923 and the Shiromani Akali pal ana sib) 
the unofficial body of the 175 members elecead SGPO! 


were declared illegal organisations 
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were delchared illegal organisations, The Akalis 
declared that they would resist the illegal order, 
and in furtherance of the object Akhand Path i.e. 


` 


e recitation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib was 


started at Jaito within the jurdietion of Nabha State. 
Thecontined recitation of Spi Guru Granth Sahib 

was interfered with under the orders of the British. 
Resident at Nabha, which gave a start to another 
„movement £nown as Jaito Morcha sponsored by Shrimani 
Akali Dal. The Jathas started going to Jaito to conti- 
nue the Akhand Path that had been disturbed. The | 
police resorted to firing on the first Jatha, under 
the order of the Resident, killing e ref ormers. This 
led to a declaration by the Shiromani Axali Dal that 
Jathas would move every day to hold the Akhand Path 
and face firing and court arrests, This continued 4 
for some time ana the authorities had ultimately to 
give Way, and the Akhand Path Bhog Ceremony was duly ` 
performed and the Jathas wer e allowed free access 


to the ¿kB Gurdwaras, 


All through the Akali Movement paxk a dialogue 


had been going on between the government and SGPC 


-for a legislative solution of the Gudwara problem, 
In fact the latter had been impressing upon the former 
for an appropriate enactment in order to legalise 
its possession of the Guddwaras taken over from. the 

. Mahants, The government and the Hindu lobby on the 
other hand had been trying to protect the interest 
of the Mahants. An earlier bill that the government 

- had drafted and circulated for public opinion in 1921 


did not meet the aspirations of the SGPC because 


5 
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27 
it neither recognised the SGPG nor its control over 
the sikh shrines. Thus, with a view to opposing that 


proposed measure, the SGPC initiated a constitutional 


struggle which lasted till 1925, The ever growing 


magnitude of the Akali agitation, combined With the 
compulsions of the Jaitu morcha, however, obliged 

the Government to revise its attitude otwards the 
Akalis and it withdrew the e bill, A fresh MX move 
was initiated to draft a new legislation with the 
cooperation of the sikh members of, the Punjab Logican 
tive Council. After the SGPC had approved it, the bill 
was enacted as the Sikh Gurdwaras Act 1925, The 
immediate purpose of the Act, which was brought on 

the statute book on 28th July 1925, was to provde 

for better administration of certain sikh Gurdwaras 
and for inquiries into matters and settlement of 
disputes connected therewith. The Act contained two 
Schedules on enlisting the bana fide Gurdwaras of 

the sikhs and the other enumerating the ax shrines 

x of the Udasi and the Nirmala sects, It further 
provided that any fifty sikhs could pray for declaring 


and shrine to be a sikh Gurdwara by government. 


notification, Such Gurdwara | Were to be known” as 


Notified sikh 3 Gurdwaras, 


Ine formation of Shrimani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee and the Akali Dal acted as singlemost 
important event in the institutionalization of sikh 
politics. These two organizations ultimately emerged as 
the primary institutional expressions of political 
consciousness and identity of sikhs, The Akalis 
began to look upon themselves as the sole representative 


of the sikh community. They started demanding a 


^ : 
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separate area for them and tried their best to 
generate and keep alive the feeling that sikhs were 


a distinct community, The importance of these demands 


lay in the particular doctrines x that are advanced 
for their echievement,' more especially that the sikhs. > 
constitute a separate political entity, that religion 
and politics are inseparable that they would act as 

a Single group in politics that they can be either 
ruler or rébel and that without political power, 
religion cannot be protected, The Akali Dal, therefore, 
has been successfuly in generating the maintainihg 

the feelings of distinctness in the Sikh masses, The 
basic ideological Framework of the akali dal revolved 
round the concept that the sikhs constitute a Separate 
political entity, According to this ideology,sikhism 

is not a religion like other.religions, Further, for the 
Sikhs, religion is inseparable from politics, They 

argue that there is not the least doubt that the 

sikh religion can bive oniy long as the Panth exist 

as an organized entity, This is further elaborated 

by Serup Singh, tne founder President of All India 

sikh student Federation wlien he stated that, 'except 

in corporate Bevevence and solidarity, the khalsa - 

based as it is on sikhism had no meaningl. This 

great concern for the Sikh solidarity is defended by 

the Akali ideologues on the grounds that it has 

provided a protective Shield to the sikh community 

and helped it in maintaining a separate and distinct 


identity, 


As this ideology is Supposedly based on 
sikh traditions and ideals, it has exercised strong 


influence on the tradition oriented sikh masses, The 
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Akali ideology has acted as B protective K shield 
to the community but its other dimension Eg Ust it 
has generated a certain degree of dogmatism and 
intolerance, In a plural society like India, this 
ideology creates difficulties in the way of haronious 
relations between ethnic Groups, particularly when this 
is used as an instrument to capture political power, 
The Akali leaders time and again have stressed that 
the sikhs have a culture different £rom that of the 
Hindus in as much as they count the culture of sikhs 
to the Gurumukhi culture and as the language of the 
sikhs was different, as Hindus professed it to be so 
too their traditions and histories were different, xharxx 
their heroes were different, their social order Was 
different, then there was no reason why they should 
not claim the right of a distinct community. Time 

and again, they have raised the voice that they | 
should have such safeguards as can give them an hono- 


ourable status, 


The Akali Dal after independence, in order 
to capture power, comuunalised its demands by 


projecting these as the demands of the sikhs alone, 


“The Akali leaders have stressed that sikhs have a 

. culture different from that of the Hindus, their 
literature is Gurumukhi literature and their culture 
is also Gurumukhi culture, They stressed that they 
want to have a province, where they can safeguard 
bheir culture and their tradition. They further add 
that what they want was an area where the sikhs 
would be in majority so that they could escape 

from Hindu somance. This ideology of the Akali 


Dal have been successful in generating a feeling 


of distinctness among the sikhs, 
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The Akali Dal in order to capture power 
- have adopted khxgRxk four type of Strategies in 
post-independence era, Firstly it had adopted the 
Colational strategy which implies à technique 
adopted by different gpoups and factions of the 


Skihs to establishm their control on the SGPC 
during the inter-election periods by disloding 
the one in power in this organization with the help 
of their poled strength, This strategy has been used 
mostly at two levels, At the inter-party level athe 
different political parties have been using it aosinai 
the Akali Dal and at the intre- party level the 
various factions within the fold of the latter have 

a been resorting to it to acquire a dominant share 
of power within the party, Secondly, it has adopted 
the constitutional strategy . It implies the achieve- 
ment of power amndxs aims in the SGPC by the party in pow 
er in the government through the instrumentality of 
its authority to alter the constitution of this 
religious institution,.Such a strategy was used a 
number of times by the ruling party against the 
Akali Dal in t he pre-reorganization period despite 
protests from the latter that the sikh Gurdawaras 
Act cannot be amended without the express demand or 
approval of the SGPC. In the post-reorganization 
period too this Strategy has been adopted by the 
ruling party as frequently as during the pre-reorga- 
nization period of course with opposite modalities Liven, 


je Xem . by not bringing the amendments desired by the SGPC. 


Thirdly the akali dal nae adopted the 
Administrative strategy to achieve its aims, This 
Strategy impiiss refers to the utilization of the 
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administrative machinery of the state by the party 

in power to achieve its goals of displacing or 
destablilizing the party or faction in control of the 
SGPC. In the pre-reorganization period this type of 
Strategy had been adopted by the. ruling party in 
1955 when its government commanded the police to 
enter the Darbar Sahib Amritsar to arrest the AE 
Akali leaders taking shelter within the shrine, 
However, Bhim Sen Sachar, the then Chief Minister 

of Punjab, had to yield to the Akali resentment against 
the sacrilege which cost him hig high office, A 
Similar strategy was planned by his successor Partap 
Singh Kairon in 1961 against the Akali Dal leader 
Master Tara Singh who had gone on fast for Punjabi 

suba within the same shrine, R&xx£3 This strategy 

was also adopted by Lachman Singh Gill, who became 

the Chief Minister towards the end of 1967. In order 

to stabilize hinself in power in the state by capturing 
the SGPC he manipulated the administrative machinery 

of the governement against his rivals sants Fateh 


Singh and Chanan Singh. & 


Finally, the Akali Dal has adopted the 
Electoral strategy to achieve its objectives. By 

| electoral strategy we mean to attempt by different 

parties, groups or factions to establish their respective 

control over, or to destabilize the position of the 

controlling party, group or faction in, the SGPC \ 

through the process of Gurdwaras elections. "Linking! 

the political demand of state autonomy with the i 

Gurdwara élections, Akali Dal have stressed that 

they are fighting the election as a representative 

of the panth and a custodian of its interests, The Akali 
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Dal will a ina better position to artioulate the 
Sikh demand for state autonomy if it won the 
confidente of the sikh masses in the elections, 
In the elections it is often argued that it would 


impart the people a sense of participation in the 


process of political and economic development. The 
Gurdwaras elections , contested as thesex are 

mostly on religio-political issues, identities and 
symbols &xxi are invariably deemed by the successful 
group or faction as bestowing on it the spokesmanship 
of the entire Sikh community and providing legitimacy 


to its political goals and pálicies, All these starbe- 
gies have been successful in keeping the distinct 


idéntity of the sikhs intact. 
The: feelings of distinct identity of the 


sikhs have been further enhanced by the Dharm 
Paraohar Committee of the SGPC, the acclesiastical 
arm of the Akali Dal, It has stressed that sikhs 

have their own culture quite distict from that of 
other people, inhabiting the rest Ae India. Their 
religious believes differ, their heritage differs, 

so their culture differs, The sikhs have a history, 
they have a home, they have traditions; they have zu 
well developed language, they a religion, they have 

A distinct society, morality and aesthetics. Thus 
they have a separate culture which they want to 
protect. In India, Hindu has been considered to be 

a language of all Hindus. irrespective of the region 

j+ they live in, Tney want to impose their language, t 

religion and culture on the minority communities di- ‘A 
rectly or indirectly, They want to killthe culture of 


A minorities and make India monocultural state, Nationali- 
2 e Sm in India has been connected with Hindi, Hinduism 


PA H CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


e 


33 
and Hindu culture, India got freedom, but not the 
sikhs, hindus left the enemy country and migrated 
to a country of their brothers. So did the Muslims, 


But the sikhs left the enemy country and migrated 


to another enemy country, kill the language kill 


the culture, kill the community is the tripple precept 
of Hindu diplomacy, This would make India monolingual,. . 


‘mono=cultural and mono-religious, This is the dream 


of Hindu nationalists. Any non=Hindi speaking man 
who declared his mother tongue as Hindi, became 

a hero. It was a simple method, it required telling 
a lie only. Hindus of Punjabi epeaking area in 
Punjab told the biggest collective lie when at the 
time of census, ail of them declared that their 
mother tongue was Hindi and not Punjabi, 
Consequently, Punjabi was not givenstatus of full 
official and administrative language, till 1966 and 
even after the resondanissbiengf Punjab, it is 
being recognized half heartedly and in the manner 
that it may die ultimately, At every step an attempt 


is made to place Hindi by its side. 


As regards the medium of instruction, an. 
organized attempt is made to kill it. It has been 
left to the sweet choice of the parents pk to decide 


about it. All Hindu institutions adopt Hindi as the 


medium, only the sikh institutions ad»pkxMxndix talk 


to Punjab. In the government institutions there. is 
partition on a small scale into Hindi speaking student 
community and Punjabi speaking student community. 
This partition is the making of Hindus and not of | 
sikhs, the crux of the problem is that Hindus do not 
want to be dominated by any other community in any 


Sdcarbiegaj rra id ¿net 9nd, then Indians, The 
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cultural minorities are the mercy of their voting 
power, therefore, they are in search of some means of 
protecting their culture, they do not want to be 
absorbed, They need safeguard for the protection of 
their culture, For the minorities it is the question 
of life and death, It is useless to assert that 

India has one culture, diversity is there, nobody 

can deny but some say that there is unity in diversity. 
This is nothing but Ce dece tion and a wishful 
thinking of the few. There is ño unity of religions, 
traditions, no ùnity of language, race or heritage. 
Each religion, language or race has its distinct 
culture and should nòb be &onfused with Hindus. 

The strategies of the Akali Dal tas well as the 

SGPC and its sub=committees, therefore, has been 
successful in generating a feeling of distinttness 


among the sikhs and the other communities in Punjab, 


An analysis of thás chapter reveals that 
the tendencies. towards sweparation of the sikh community 
from the Hindus in Punjab and towards strengthening 
of internal communications' among Sikhs, . therefore, 
developed in the singh Sabha Movement in early 
1870's which attempted to consolidate the sikh sects 
into a single cohesive religious community, inthe 
developments of network of educational institulons under 
Chief Khalsa Dewarn to impart religious institutions 
. to sikhs; in the formation of SGPC to manage the 
sikh Gurdwaras and to provide a mechanism of ' 
representation for the governance of the religious 
affairs of the sikhs; in the formation of Akali Dal 
E ane time, to articulate sikh political 


demands, in the increasing identification of sikhs 
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with Gurmukhi language and inthe- publication of 
books and newsPapers ^ in Punjabi reflecting sikh 
‘social, religious and political aspirations, 

Given the religious and social netweork and the 
mobilitary potential of religion, the Akalis decided 
that the economic and political demands are likely 

to get better hearing by raising them from religious 
.plateform, The Akali Dal theref ore, enacted Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution which declare that the Dal shall 

ever try to preserve and keep alive the concept 

of distinct and independent identity of du a to 
create an environment in which national sentiments 

and aspirations of the sikhs.will find full expression, 


and 
satisfaction/growth, 


With its continued hold over SGPC and its 
influence witn the sikh masses alongwith vast 
resources in terms of men and money, the Akali Dal 
has been weilding tremendous political influence ang 
power among the sikhs since the days of Akali movement. 
As religious places were successfully used as 
platforms to fight the Mahants, and the Britishers 
during Akali movement, they continue to be used 
as such even in the present times, Almost all 
political agitaii ons have been launched by the Akal 
leadership from the Gurdwara platforms, These ; 
agitations have enhanced the feeling of distinctness 


among the sikhs. 


_ Further more, it has been observed that 
the Akali Dal has generally been articulating this 
political demand in terms of religion, claiming 
apt conditions for the existence of the sikh community 


where it could develop its religions and culture 


vende. py ithe indy dominates, ruling regime. 
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Championing itself to be the crusader of the 


Gurdwara Reform Movement and identifying the author- 
ities in Delhi with the Mogual tyrants, it appeals 
to the sensitive emotions of the sikhs and further 
condolidates their support under its banner. The 
repeated remembrance of the traditional and the 
‘sacrificial identities in this community, thus 
helps generate a milieu in which the other minority 
groups, particularly the Hindus and the Nirankaris 
are also motivated to seek communal cohesion by 
emploiting similar identities. In tiiex aex oix exch 
Suxdwaxaxaingkinnyxkhmrafnxuyxikxxaikirakn 
this atmos phere of rigid communal loyalities the 
Akali Dal suceeds in securing a renewed mandate from | 
the sikh massess to control the SGPC. It is more 
apparent then real that some SGPC members are not 
only politically oriented but power motivated also. 
They used this religious body as a steping stone for 
staging entry in the political field; They generally 
seek entry into this body with expectation of higher 
returns in terms of political power and state port~ 
folios. These patterns have also been found to be 
ref lected with remarkable fidelity in the higher 
position of authority and leadership in this . 
institution. The emerging ‘trends indicate Xhx xx a 

| greater influx.of members A o moorings 
and a diminution of those with religious - attributes, 
Tne SGPC therefore is not merely a governing body 

| of the sikh $hrines but also performs the functions 


of a representative group on behabf of sikh community. 
POLABARSXBMAXPSBHRAMNBE BR XXAK ALE XBIA MA AMAS EREX 
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Originating as a reformist movement in 
Hinduism in the fifteenth century, sikhism developed 


mkkikaxyxens distinct identity of its own in its 


confrontation with the Mogual state, This feeling - 
of distinctness was further enhanced by Guru Govind 
Singh by establishing the Khalsa in 1699, The 
Reform Movements in sikhism like Singh Sabha Movement, 
also succeeded in creating its seperate identity, 
The policies of the Bfit&&hers particularly, the 
polier of divide and rule also generated the feeling 
of distinctness among the sikh, In addition to it 

the formation of Akali Dal and SGPC since early 
twenties have been continously generating the 
feeling of distinctness among the sikhs. This feeling 
of distinct identity has - become the’ motive force 


behind the demand for a sepenate Sikh home land, 
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The PRESA Board of the State Jana Sangh, the 


coalition part tner of United Front Ministry, mot on: February 15 


N 


f 1970 and described the decision of Central Government on Chandigarh 


the interests of-Punjab and urged the Punjab Government to take 


a bold stand and reject the decision in toto immediately. The 
reso lution-also stated that the decision is mainly based on ' 


Congress Party's gain and as such is not merely a mischievous 
D» P i 


[4 


raud with Punjab but is also bound to injure communal harmony. 


` 


` 


the Chief Minister Gurnam Singh along with some followers revolted 


1 


against the selection of Akal-i candidate for Rajya Sabha by the 


President of Akali Dal. The infightings consequently led to an 


open revolt in the Akali Dal on Mareh 25 2, 1970 when 35 Akali 


legislators led b y Parkash Singh Badal end supported by Jana Sangh 
members voted against the Appr ropriation Bill, The Chief Minister 
submitted his resignation o the same day 


" ; 


The Akali Legislature: Party . after pulling down Gurnam 
Singh unanimously elected Parkas sh Singh Badal as. its kb acer on 
March 27, 1970 and he was administered the cath of office on: 

- March 29, 1970. The Jana Sangh members of the Asse ably also 
supported Parkash Singh Badal. But the honeymoon relationship 
babies the Akal i Dal and Jana Sangh remained short due to the 
pressure from Reya Samajists and other groups, The, dane Sangh 
insisted on curtailing tha jurisdiction of Gurunanak Dev 
University and also raised the issue of the establish ment of 
Dayanane University at Jullundhar for thet promotion us Hindi, 


The Akali Dal Legislative Party in its meeting on June 26, 1970 


refused to make such concessions to Jana Sangh. The Jana Sangh, . 


as such, quit the ministry on June 30, 1970. Tho witharaval of 


Sana Sangh from the: Ministry led to the warring factions of Akal4 - 


204 
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Dal unit ins as one party on July 20, 1970. The stength of the 

kali Legislators went upto fifty five and it provided the 
necessary boost to Prakash Singh Badal Ministry as it could now 
survive on its own strength. In the March 1971 mid- term Lok ^ 
Sabha elections, the ākali Dal won only one seat, the Congress. 
- and its alliance partner, the CPI won 10 and 2 seats res ectively. 
The internal áíss sentions in the Akali Dal took an ugly turno The ' 
members started level ting charges of corruption against POS 


and other started aspiring for ministerial posts. Sant Fateh 


* 
CY 


Singh made frontic effacts to resolve the internal crisis of the 
Akali leaders but without any concrete results, The Chief Minister, 
Parkash Singh Badal outmansouvering his rivals advised the 

Gocernor to dissolve the Assembly. The Governor rapid his 


advice and immediately ' dis 3solved the Assoroly on Fune iem 19715 


ME 
T 


The State was kept under President rules 


The Assembly elections in Punjab were held on i£ arch 11, 1972. 
The Congress entered into alliance with CPI and captured: 66 out | 
.of 88 seats it contested. The CPI its &liiauce partner captured 10 
seats out of 13 it contebbéd; The Akal i Dal being faction ridden - | 
as well as poli tically isolated, capure only 26 seats. The 


Congress High Command, selected Giani Zail Singh, the Punjab 


. Congress Committee Chief, to lead the Congress Ministry in Panjab 


and he took over as Chief Minister of Punjab on March 15, 1972. 
The Chief Minister tried to outmatch the Akalis in their homeground. : 
He tried to fight back the Akali Dal with its own weapon i.e, 
religion. He adopted a strategy to show the Sikhs that he was as 
devote as ity Akali leader. He made a point of attending the. | 
celebrations of ali Sikh festivals and of preaching TE at 
them. ` The Guru Gobina Bug. marg which aimed at linking Anandpur | 
Sahib with Damdama Sahib, and also ninety=one places of religious " 


importance connected with the lige and work of Guru Gobind Singh, 
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which gmk was’ started by the Akali Dal Government. in 1969, 
was got completed by the Chief Minister. - Not only that, 
he lead the Mahan Yatra “the big march) from Anand pur Sahib 

on April 10, 1973 which reached Damdáma Sahib, on April i5 
1973. The hief Minister was honoured with a sword and 

saropa at the conclusion of the big march, The histor ia 
weapons gonnected with 10th Guru, were. taken back from 

Britain with a great deal of religious fervour. The "Chief 
inister went around finding new friends and religious leaderse 
4S a result of this policy the Chief Minister earned the 
admiration of the Sikh masses. His religious politics took 

the wind out of Akalis hr | 


L 


^ 


The Akali Dal's mai-n ered Yai was hor to maintain its 
credibility with che Sikh Comaunity, because tho government 
headed by the Congress Chief Minister was not ‘giving them any 
opportunity to prove that they are more concerned with their 
community, The Akali D Dal ap ointed a a Sub-Committee t to. draft 
a new policy programme headed by Surjeet Singh Barnala. ` The 
Committee, after a long deliberations enacted the new policy 
proyramme of the Akali Dal which was adopted by the Working. 

Committee headed by Mohan Singh. Tur on October 16-17, 1973, at 
Amritsar and given the name of Anandpy ir Sahib Resolution, The. 
Resolution authorised the Akali Dal to be the sole representative 
of the. Sixh. Community, It hos been st tated that the Shirómani 
Akali. Del is the very embodiment of the hopes and aspirations | 

of the Sikh quom and is fully entitled to its representation, 

The, major purposes and objectives of Shiromani Akaii Dal are 
iBted as under:+ | t 
42) To Ene anā prorote Sikhism and its arde 


"Of. conduct and éemmeiation ot atheism. 
aa) ‘To praserve anā keep alive the concept of s 


D 


» E e : J E 
NS 2 CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


B 


-a 


| 
f 
iY 


distinct and independent identity of Panth and 
“to create an environment in which national 
s and aspirations of Sikhs Panth will. 
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t 
fing full expression, satisfaction and growth. 


In. addition to lt the Anandpur Se Sahib Resolution also deals : à 
with the economic aná political programmes of the Akali Dale U 


The Akali Dal also amended its party consitution. In addition 
to that the Akali Dal jo oined hands with.the Janata Party 

Viewed during emergency which was imposed on June 25, 1975 
against the wishes of Congress leaders. in a Resolution 

adopted on.June 30, Tue the Akali Dal expressed its concern 
over the ane EAD of int ernal emergency and suspension of 
fúnllament cal rights on false pretext which is absolut ely une 
warranted, uncalled for end politically sn This step 
was undoubtedly an ons taught on civil libertie as, freedom of 
press, freedom of speech, a rape on democracy and a great step 
tovards dictatorsiip. Thereafter, the Akali Dal launched the 
“Saye Democracy Morcha" from July 6, 1975 and all top lead ers 
'offered themselves for arresto The morcha continued for nineteen 
months till she emorgeney provisions were relaxed ang elections | i 


were announcedo 


The. Punjab Assembly Slections were held on June 12, 1977. am | 
The Akali Dal contested 4 this election in alliance with the Janata 4l 
Party and CPI(M). This alliance captured 91 out of a total 117 =| 
Assembly seats, The Congress unanimously elected Parkash Singh | 
Badal’ as its leader and he took over as Chief Minister. of Pipes 


^ Į 


on June 20, 1977. eeu i, ; 5 i 


The ÓN headed by Parkash s4 ngh Badal after a short 


duration came in Gon ict with the orga nisation Wing of tbe. — -a l 


Akali bal headed by Jagdev singe Talwandio. The main reasons. 


— Á— 


| for this conflict were 3 


N^ —-EP 
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(i) the handling of Nirankari issue after the 
Akali - Nirankari armed clash at Amritsar 
on April 13, 1978. 
(ii) ^ the dismissal of Sukhjincer Singh, the / i 
Education Minister from the Cabinete 
(111) the soft pedelling by the Chief Minister of d 
E s ; | the Janata Party =- us alliance partner, A 
sv) S834 Ls NS + RL we P «f f tus E ` VU -A po AS X. ( La (ta 
: This fanctional BEN continued far ovas thirty months and x 
took a serious turn af fta the dismissal of a Moss Badal F 
Ministry on February 17, 1980. Though the rival groups led by 
Parkash Singh Badal and Jagdev Singh Talwandi were engaged in 
a relentless struggle to dislodge each other from their positions, 
vet none of them stressed on the demands included in the Ana indpur 
Sahib Resélution. The factional fight ultimately resulted into 
a split in the Akali Dal on August 20, 1980, when Harchand Singh 
3 ; | s 


Longowal was elected as Party President against the wishes of 
Jagdev Singh Talwandi. In arder to establish their legitimacy 
RONE the Sikhs, both the Akali factions started demanding ARAT 
greater aut8nony for states by stressing chat Sikhs are a 
“separate QUIM. ‘In order to dominate the other factions each 

^ of them tried to accommodate the fundamental and orthodox elements 
in its £018 which ult imately resulted into creation ofa 
Frankenstein that r ruined them all. In addition to it, Giani Zail | 
Singh and his collegues, after 1977 Assenbly Elestióna defés | 
were very harrased mano They adopted 1 the Sao ar of enbarass sing ` | 
aie Akali-Janata coalition by activising their erstwhile allies 

- and frienés who wuld take impossible stands on feligious-cum- : | 
political issues. They tried to wrech the Akai Dal from within 

as well am outside. First of all, the Cogréss saBisted Sink Jabpsil 
. Sinh Bhindrawala and elso supported the Dal Khalsa when its 

members fought the Shiromani Gurudwara Parbandhak Committee 

: pee 


, 
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alections against Akali candidates. The Congres s also support ed 
Sant Bhindrawala's nominees. in the Shiromani Gurudrawa Parbandhak 
Committee elections and in turn got his active support in the 1990 
Aksenbly elections in ih ich he conpa aignec fa Cogress candidates. 
Initially the Congress was successful in getting support from 


FSN 2 esp 
: the orthodox elements but ultimately it proved disastrous for 


Punjab as well as the unity. and integrity of indian States 


xj 
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he Assis Elections in Punjab were held on May 31, 1980. 
The Congress wn 63 seats of a house of 117 menbers. The Akali 
Dal won only 37 seats primarily because of its factionel character 
and intra-party confllcts,. The Congress Hi igh Comnand selected 


4 j D 1 Vid an 4 ~L 3 
the name of Darbara Singh for the post of Chief Ministers ip 


and he took the’ oath of office on June 7, 1980, "Phe Minis Stry 
headed by Darbara Singh became faction rióden and these factional 


4 


infighting in the Congress the break away group of Akali Dol 


"S 


headed by Jagdev Singh Ta es in order to reassert its | position 
among the Sikhs enacted its. own version of Ananárur Sahib Resolue 
tion on April 13, 1981 and threatened an agiation if it was not 
accepted The All India Sikh Stud ent Federation also started | 
inflaming the. Si Lkh feelings and served an ulti matun to the Punjab 
government to put a ban on the use of tabacco in the walled city | 
of DIT UYS on May 30, 1981. On the next day Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhinérawaae also led a procession demanding the ban on the use ane | 
Sale of tobacco in the walled city of Amritsar, Not 4 to be over= i 
ghadewed. by these developments, the mainstream Akal i Dal headed . 
by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal decided that to get a better te | 
image: it must woo RES Sikhs ana rely on the traditional style on 
combining religi on with solitis. It decided to putforth the 

demand of acceptance of Anandpur ‘Sahib Resolution by the Governs | 
mor On September 8, 1981 a list of 45 demands was also presented 


to the government by the Akali Dal. _ The Akal is stressed that 


| | 
s : c ? 
HE : : tuo i < : d 
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these demands dhosid be accepted by the governmen 


The government. turned panicy over the Akali demands for 
the acceptance of Anandpur Sahib Resolution as vell es the 
concept of Sikh - a sep arate nation expressed differently in 
its different versions. Again the Resolution pledged to pres serve 
and keep alive the concept of distinct and independent identity 


of “he Sikh Panth ard create an environment. in which national 


sentiments and aspirations of the Sikh Panth will find £111 xg 
A E : z de 19 T de : : 
expression, satisfaction and growth... While one version of the h 


1 


Reso 11 it ion demanded that a.9i 


~ : 


ch Autonomous Region may be conceded. 
inmediately and declared as entitled to frame its own constitution 
and basis of having all powers to and from itself excopt foreign 
affairs, defence and general communications, the other version 
asked for the merger of ali Punjabi speaking areas to constitute 


a single administrative unit where tho interests of Sikhs and 


Ta 


‘Sikhism are specially p rotected anc where Central intervention 
should bé restricted only to defence, foreign affairs, posts 

and telegraph, currency and railways. Though Sant Harchand Singh 
lengoai tried to clear the prevailing confusion, yet it remained 
intact. | Sant Harchand Singh: Longówal on October 11,.1982 stated 

thet, "Let me make it clear once and for all that tne Sikhs have 

no design to get apart from Indie in any manner, | What they 


simply want is that they should be al'owed to live within Incía 


as Sikhs free from ali direct and indirect intereference and 
tempering with their réligious way of life, It was reiterated à 
that the Panthic political aim was Khalsa Ji Ka Bol Bala ie 


a State where the Sikh majority would be in paver, . (5. i 


; ios Lala Jagat Narain, a farmer Arya Samah leader 


aná the editor of Hina Samachar group of news papers was shot 


— Ó 


r 
2 


~ 
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dead on Grand Trunk Road near Ludhiana on September 9, 1981, 


With the murder of Lala Jagat Varain a new wave of terrorism 
and extremism started ‘that. Was to engulf Panjab and the failure of. 


the Akal is to condemn it was typical of the attitudes they more 


or less adopted over the killings of other innocents subsegu rently. 


The Punjab Governmert expressed its intention for the arrest of 
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindrawale on the charge of his involvement 

. in the murder. But the manner in which he was arrested on | 
September 20, 1982 and subsequently released on October.19,. 198 
resulted into the beginning of a new era in the state of. .Punjabo 
And both the Punjab and the Indian State had to bear the burnt of 


the failure of their leadersnipo. 


On September 21, 1981, the day after the arrest Of Sant Aes 
Bhindrawale, the Prime Minister,’ Mrs.- Indira G Gandhi invited the 
Akdi£ leaders for talks at Chandigarh. The Akalis besides their ` 
earlier demands , submitted a fresh menorandun containing 15 
Gemands to be accepted hy the government e A meeting between 
Akali leaders and the Prime Minister wad 1 held on October 16, 1981, ' 
wherein the peas SAPO their demands: also stress for the | 
acceptance of Anandpur Sahib Res lution. ue meeting bety ween the 
; Es Akalis and the Prime Minister again took place on Novenber 23, 24, 
: 1981 but their talks were not conclusive. ‘While the Akal is. blamed 
that the Prime Minister wanted to prolong the afscussion to keep | 
issues pending, tne government blamed. the 4kal is for adding more 


and more demands. 


Simultaneously, the Akali Dal started an agitation at 
Kapuri on May 24, 1982. - They. gave a call of Nahar Roko i.e. stop 
the digging of canal, Te continued for 10 to 15 days but failed 
are | to caten the attention of the ‘Sikhs. The Aka. is das to shist 

the venue of agitation £rom Kapuri to Golden Temple ex Amritsar 


> fæ giving : it the required religious overtones. The agitation if 
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from Amritsar tad always caught the imagination of Sikhs and 
. the Akalis knowing it well decided to shift the venue and resumed 


it from Amritsar on August 4, 1982, 


The Punjab Chief Minister, Daxbara Singh feared that the 
agitation from Golden Temple would rehabilitate the Akalis. 
He tried to create a parallel leadership against the Akáli Dal 
and in compliance with this strategy the Funjab Government 
arrested Amrik Singh the President of All India. Sikh Student 


m 


Beceration and Thara Singh the manager of Gurudwara Chowk Mehta 
on July 17 and 19, 1982. Sant Bhindrawale started a morcha on 
July 19, 1982 from within thé premtass of Golden Semple against 
the release of his associates. Tho 4kalis feared that Sant : 
Bhindrawale who. had started a morgha might eventually take over 
the Golden Temple Complex itself, They, therefore, adopted * 
mother strategy and gave a call for a Dharam Yudh: on August 4, — 
1982 and appealed to all the Akal i factions to unite under the 
leade rship of ue Barchane Singh Longowal, 211 the Akal i 
factions responded favourably and they also appealed to #ant. 
Bhindrawale to merge his morcha wii ch theirs on the condition 
that his cause too will properly be included in their demands, 
Sant Bhindrawale agreed and announced the merger of his morcha 
with the Dharam Yuóh started by the Akilse By going so, the 
Akal-is gave the much needed legitimacy and provided shelter to 
Sant Bhindgawale and it A ake the beginning of a new 
era in che polities of Punjab, While the Cong ess E that 
the rise of. Sant Bhindrawale will amre wreck the support base of 
Akal i Dal tho Akolis provided dI the much needed shelter to put 


pressure. bn the Congress Government to get their demands accepted. 


The Dharam Yudh Morcha, however, € aught the imagination ` 
of the eikhs and about 70,900 volunteers courted arrest. The 


“jails sould not accommodate all of them and sme were jetained i 
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ster sensing the substant lal 


Support Of the Akal 4 Dal released all 4 


tM 


camps even in houses, The Prime Mini 


1982, In an attempt to win ovor the Akalig talks were renewed 
; o > 
S deputed to hola talks. The 


talks, however, fal led due to po aos attitude of Central 


Goc.rüment end the Akalis announced that they wo ula disturb. the 
 Asiad on Novénber 4, 1992, The Góvernment again invited them for 
talk on October 27, 1999 and this tins the Akalis a esired to 
ass ociate Oprosition parties with the ta lks which wa 1s not accepted 
by. the go 'vernent, 
The Akali Dal gave the Call of "Rasta. Roko" on January 4, 


1983, ' The gove Enment again invited them for talks and Alsa 


agreed to a aso cLate the Opposition. A tripartite conference was 


held on January 24-25, 1923 consisting of Congress s) fhe Akali 


Dal and the opo 'osition representative S but it also proved helples 


@SSo 


Several other metings were held between the government aná the 


Akal 1 leaders but without any concrete results, 

Meanwhile, differences arose between Sant Harchand Singh 
Longowal ane Sant Bhinar wale over the technicueg employed in the 
Dharam Yudh Morcha. -The - supporters o£ Sant Bhidrawalé were not 
ey of peaceful methods employed in the morcha. “hug the 
Sikh activists got divided into ARO SLOngomal. and PromBh indrawale 
groups. The All India Sikh Student Federation and the Dal Khalsa 


Mos Kee began to conduct virulent campaign against the Slow pace 


of the Morcha, - Sensing their growing popula arity, among the Sikhs, 


E 


Sant Harcha nd Singh Loncoval gave. the call' o£ "Rail Roko" on 
June 17, 4982 and "Kam Roko" on August 29, 1983 which resulted 


into Violénee at several places; ` : 


Mass killing. ana roberies were now in common. The shoot ing 


4 


of Deputy Inspector General, AS. Atial on September 24, 1983 at 
the gate of the Golden Temple and the killings of 6 Hindu bus | 


f 
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the volunteers on October 15, 


fa 


Passangers rear Dhilwan in Kapurthala Dis estos on November 6, 1983 3 
‘led to the resignation of Darbara Singh Ministry and imposition 

“of Pres ident Rule in Punjab on November 7, 1983, With the ! 
increosing pressure of the government over the mil tanks Sant * 
Bhindrawale moved into'Akal Takhat on Décenber 15, 1983 with the 
consent of Gurcharan $ Singh Tohra, Shiromani Gurudwara Parbandhak 


‘ Committee President. 


Hear ile, the Akali Dal gave the cali of "Rasta Roko" 
¡on February 8, 1983 and the government again invited them for 
the talks. The oprosition parties were also presente This time 
Haryana Chief Minister, Bhajan Lal's intransigent stand that Abohar 
be tiven to Haryana in exchange for Chandigarh as per ` 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi's verdict foiled the talks. This reduced the 
position of Akalileaders to the pathetic figures and provided 
. Strength to the militants, Their popularity and influence incre eased 
among the Sikhs. In an attempt to str renfthén their depleeting 
ranks, the Akalis put forward the demand Of amen ding article 25 (2) 
section (5) of the Constitution which they altge clubbed 8 ikhs ad 
AIDE "the Hindus, The Akalis decided that 4 they would. burn the pages of 
|J Constitution containing article 25 (2) section (b) on February 27, 
1983, The Government arrested. alli those leaders who téared off ana 
burnt the pages of Constitution on February 29, 1983. ¡Meanehile, Í 
i : violence and killings became frequent in Punjab and the militants 


f 


started chal langing the authority of the government . The government i 


o 


ÈRE turned panicy over their activities and wanted to curb them 


> 


and their growing influence, 
On May 11, 4984, the government péissicd ali those Akai 


a PST 
leaders We were arrested in connect ion with the burning of the 


pages of Constitution containing Article 25(2) section (b). On 


their release, the Akali leaders were taken aback by the growing 
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popularity of the militants. They in order to keep their 
"Support base intact, demanded a separate personal lew for Sikhs, 
Gurcha atan Singh Tohra on May 17, 1984 met the government represen- 
tative anā put forward this demand but the government ' g * response 
z was icy cold. The Government representatives asked hin to draft 
‘the terms of reference, i£ he could, for a Commission in such a 
"fiov 

way that Chandigarh should go to Punjab and Abohar torn to Haryana > 
Accordingly, G Surchatan Singh Tohra discussed with Harchand Singh 
 Longowal, who was keen to wind up Dharam Yudh Morcha on honorable 
ferns Me, also discussed with Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindráwale 

whom -he thought, he coulda influence. But much to the disappoint} 
ment of Gurcharan Singh Tohra Sant Bhindrawale accused him of 
begraying the commitment toto o.the Anandpur Sahib Resolution and 
the Akal Takhat.. On May 26, 1984, Gurcharan Singh “ohra informed 


the government that he had failed in his mission and it could- do 


> 


what it ud Meanwhile, Sant Barcha ná Singh Longowal gave the 
Cali for a il Discbhedience “h Movement from June 4, 1984, The 
miuggim fee struggle for power and position among the Akali 
leaders on the one hand, end.the Akal is and the militants on the 


other,. generated a new wave of terporism in Punjab. 


In order to combat mha terrorist threat, the Government of 
India decided. for an army action i the Golden Temple on June 3, 
1984, The army action generated wide- spread : resentment against 
the government a among Sikhs in general and Akalis in particular, > 
The feelings against DES government re eached the apex when the 
Prime Minister, Mrs,.' Indiara Gandhi was shot dead on October Sie 
1984 by her own body guards. Several c other Congress leaders and 
those who ‘actively took part in the army action were also either 
injured or assasignated. The army action also generated a feeling 


of resentment even in the armed forces wich subs sequently was 


4 
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pacified a via : Al 
ed and controllcd, Tn addition to it, the Ail Incia Sikh 


Stude >} 3e 1 
| nt Federation am Da amani Taksal members had a feoling that. 


Akal h le cader Pu 5 er n Y 
MC. ^ Yar m~ € oy ^. 4 E T I 
ca S who o vere safely br aught ouc Ox olde: Tenmie by 


the army dur the 
army curing the scm action wore mainly responsible 1 for the 


death of. sS 
ant Bhindraw a is ociat y in 
wale and his close associates. The feeling 
rew that t Bhind hi 
grew that Sant Bhindrawale and his associates died. for the cause 


o 
f Panth end the Akalis were only exploiting the. Panth to acquire 


positions of ow I resti 
S power and Prestige. They, therefore, started rifting 


apart from t Akali 2e f 
pe p. the Akali leaders who were Safely kept under detention, 


| The assasination of Prime Minister, resultes in large scale 
violence, instigated by the Local leaders, against the Sikhs in’ 
Delhi, Kanpur, Bokharo ana other places in vh ich wane ral innocent 
ives were lost , The properties belonging to Sikhs were « either 
looted or set On fire. This created a feeling of alienation 
among the Sikhs and embittered the Relat tion between the communit ties 


which were exploited by sectarian leadership, 
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Even Indian Press particularly P.T.I. criticised the 
parishad movement. L.Durga Dass Verma, therefore, sent to 
P.T.I. the following note z “On IST Dae . 19S. s His 

ALL JAMMU £ KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD NOTE TO BEURER \ 
NO. Dated Ist December, 1952 


To 


The Anti Democratic altitude adopted by the Government 


of Jammu and Kashmir ig suppressing the national/ with 
nar E — A — —— A 


——_— 


| e auel Pellen 
aslisaduca of “e 
Slate keep U os 
ut Inc La 


Y 


known to need any further comment. But, the altitude of 
the Indian Press, particularly English which has Gonstanthy, 
given prominence to the official version of the present 
movement of the Parishad, is highly unfortune-—— «Xa. 

The P.T.I. special representative, who has been 
specially lodged by the Government in an palatial bungalow 
here in Jammu, is constantly endeavouring to paint the 
Parishad movement according to the dictates of the Press 
Information Bureau of the State. As a result, the whole 
responsible Press of India is mislead to the determent of 
the country's interests as a whole. 

The present struggle is nothing but an upsurge of the 
popular determination to effect the unconditional accession 
of the State with India and thus line its fate, with the 
rest of Bharat. The suffering and sacrifices that to have 
insisted, is, the result of the utter disregard and 
indifference to our aforesaid cherished desire on the 
part of Government of India, which is reserving no pains 
to boost up the sheikh Abdullah's fancing of the restricted 


accession, for reason best known to the Government of 
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India, like other integral parts of the Union, is too well EE 


N 


Bharat itself. 


Should we feel helpless and thus yield to the recent 


sinister decision of the Kashmir Consembly, which are in 
exact concurrence with the Nehru-Abdullah pact, it will 
represent the greatest political blunder ever made in 
history by a self respecting nation. These decisions are 
equally a challenge to the Indian integrity and are likely 
to lead to the Balkinisation of India in course of time. 

The present fight, is therefore, as much of Indians 
as it is of the unfortunate state people. So 1t 1S Ehe 
patriotic duty of every Indian to extend all possible help 
to this struggle. 

In all humility, I request you on the fair name of 
journalism to depict Praja Parishad movement in its true 
colours. 

We are given to understand that your special: 
correspondent is arriving here. In this connection, I 
fervently appeal you to instruct him not to remain 
Government guest, instead seek information from the General 
Public and read the pulse of the masses. This will be 
real service to the cause of Indian Unity. 

Jai Bharat 

sincerely Yours, 


[ ‘ea 1 Das Verma) 


General Secretary 
ub 37 
All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad, Jammu. 
Satyagrah was organised on the issue that Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah minimised the State in the name of 
secularism, that there was utilitarianism in the name of 
democracy; that Civil liberties had been crushed; that 


TAS efforts were being made for carving out an independent 
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Kashmir; that Delhi was a betrayal and that situation was 
developing into such a direction as would elevate the 
State to the status of a sovereign state, with its 
independence guaranteed by the people's Republic of China 
and the USSR, besides India and pakista The other 
issues raised up against Sheikh Abdullah related to the 
gerrymandering of Hindu majority areas for election 
purposes; making urdu compulsory subject for all, 
distribution of key posts among Muslims and sacrificing 
the interests of non-Muslims. The Sheikh Abdullah was, 
therefore charged with anti-nátional tendencies, taking 


gv , 
> Even one of his cabinet Minister 


away Kashmir from India! 
Sham lal Saraf was encouraged to oppose Sheikh Abdullah 
for his making highly inflammable public Speeches and for 
authoritarian attitude in the Cabinet. He resigned from 
the cabinet saying that "I hold my post as a trust from 
the people, especially the minority communities, to which 
I happen to belong, and it becomes my duty not to betray 
this trust at a moment of ss 

The All J&K Praja Parishad, however, high lighted the 
problems of Jammu province and made following demands to 
the State Govt, in 1952111, l 
BASIC PROBLEMS 
1. Constituent Assembly should pass a resolution for 
complete accession and application of Indian Constitution 
to the State. 

2. Delhi Pact to be implemented as early as DoScUDIe 
Jurisdiction of the Supreme court. 

3.  Abolition of Custom duties. 

4. Financial Integration. 


5.  Abolition of Permit system. 
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6. Enquiry into the circumstances leading to the 
death of Dr. S.P.Mukerjee. 

7. Five year plan for the State. 

8. Jammu province to share equally in the Five Year 
Development Plan, and its implementation with our 
consultation. 

9. Representation in the Parliament and Re-election 
in the State. At least by elections for Jammu province. 

10. Abolition of Revenue Board-Corrupt and incapable 
partisans administering justice. 

11. Praja Parishad must be taken into confidence in 
every matter to avoid controversies and contradictions 
and to inspire confidence and cooperative-— 

12. Police and Magistracy should be independent and 
impartial and free from undue influence of the Political 
parties especially the party in power. 

13. Judiciary needs to be pulled to move more swiftly 
because justice delay is justice denied. Present state of 
affairs causing greatest inconvenience to the seekers of 
justice. Cases pending for years together in different 
courts. 

PROBLEMS CONCERNING AGITATION 

1. The cases pending against Parishad workers should 
be with drawn forthwith irrespective of the fact whether 
they pertain to alleged violence or not. 

2. Appeals pending in Session courts-orders remitting 
sentences and fine to be passed. 

3. Attached properties sold or lying in police thanas 
to be released. Properties auctioned to be restored to 
their owners. 


4. Fines realized to be refunded and losses to be 
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compensated. 
5. Compensation to all political suffers including 


bereaved families of those killed in the firing and also 


those injured and rendered incapable to earn. 

6. All persons suspended, transferred, degraded and 
whose increments stopped, resignation accepted, should be 
restored to their actual positions. Numberdars suspended 
during agitations to be reinstated. 

7. Disqualifications both in elections or services 
due to conviction in agitation should be removed. 

8. All licenses cancelled to be restored, arms, 
transport, cloth. 

9. An enquiry commission with a judge of some Indian 
High court to enquire into cases of excesses-loot, corruption 
and rape. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVINCIAL PROBLEMS 

1.  Panchayat system for the fair and cheap Justice 
be introduced. Village Numberdars and Zaildars to be elected. 

2. Revenue Boards to be abolished immediately as men 
of ability and experience and that of representative 
character have not been included in them. 

3. People settled on boarder areas to be given 
sufficient number of rifles and ammunition. Those who 
have been deprived of such rifles should be again supplied D- 
to protect there kith, kind and cattle. 

4. Water tax to be reduced. Water works Machinery 
and Electric plants to be replaced by new machinery. 

5. Irrigation tax which was increased 500 times in 
some cases and doubled in other cases by Abdullah regime 
be brought to the previous level. 


6. Another B.T. College to be established in Jammu. 
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This was originally started in Jammu college but later 
shifted to Srinagar without any justification. 

7. Infiltrations be stopped once for ever. 

8. Colleges in the District'Towns like Kathua, Rajouri 
and Udhampur to be opened. One more should be started in 
Jammu . 

9. Services, scholarships for higher studies to be 
Given on merit. Public service commission to be established. 
Recruitment on consideration other than merit to be stopped. 

10. Arms and ammunition distributed by Col. Adalat 
Khan Military Administrative in Doda District to Muslims 
to be taken back as it is not boarder area. 

11. REFUGEES. 


a. All women and children still in the hands of the 
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enemy (Pakistan)be recovered. Speed so f 


ar adopted to be 
doubled to r 


emove constant heart burning. Government level 
pressure to be exercised. 


b. All refugees to be registered. Their claims to be 


scrutinized as has been done in India. They should be duly 
compensated and till that happens no rent be charged from 


them for the Evacuee property in their possession. 


c. Widows and orphans to be educated. Works for them 


in the Work Centres to be provided to enable them to live 
an honourable life. 


d. Invalid, old and destitute to be given cash doles 


and rations for the life time. 


e. Non-Liberated area people to be rehabilitated in 


colonies and liberated area people to be given loans for 


constructions of their houses and for restarting their 
lives. 


f. Jammu district border area people other than 


agriculturist be given arms and ammunition. 


LOCAL AND INDIVIDUAL CASES CONCERNING AGITATION AND 


EAS OTHERS 


po 5 Ban on the entry of Indian papers, Pratap, Hindu, 
A organiser Hind Samachar and Vilap and on issue of Swedesh 


local paper to be removed. 


nS 


s pu Restriction on the entry of K.Vishno Gupta and 


Shri Mahesh Chandra to be removed. 


" NS 3. Districts in original position to be restored and 


distribution of areas to be readjusted. 


1 
à 


Ie 


> 4. State Vrs. Bodh Raj and other pending in the 
court of Sub-Registrar Jammu and State Vrs. Natha Singh a 


yers unka WL re 


case under section 28/32 Defence Rules pending in the 


court of Sub Judge Bhadarwah to be withdrawn. 


aged 4 7 RY 


YIM YER pro Ya Y 
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Je ———75.  Tawan-a sort of fine imposed on the people of 
Mathu Tehsil Akhnoor for the breach in the Canal rules 


amounting to Rs. 470/- to be remitted. 


= 6. The property including Rs. 800/- in cash on 
automobile, two bicycles and other households equipment 
of Prof. Balraj Madhok confiscated in Srinagar during 
1947 to be restored to the Professor. 
& «HA 7. Parishad Jeep and Command Car to be restored and 
compensated . 
fei 8. Th. Dhian Singh's dismissal. 


p. 


Naunihal to be reinstated. 


9. Samba incident cases to be withdrawn and Bk. 
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Nala Kosh bridge Ramanagar case. 


10. 
Mistress Udhampu 


11. Bimla Koul-Ex-Head 


12. One Chajju Ram compositor 
ss whose nomination papers was reject 


that his resignation was not acce 
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ERN m Dass Verma, however, issued following statemen 


we 


x On 26.1.1955 e eor e 

| _£ FOLLOWING IS THE eee. ee ISSUED BY 

~ "SHRI DURGA DAS VERMA GENERAL SECRETARY OF PRAJA PARISHAD 
a a JAMMU ON 26.1.1953. 


——— 


Whereas I hesitated to react over the recent utterance 
of Pt. Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah as expect acknowledging 
"legitimate economic grievances of the Jammu people" the 
remarks passed and motives attributed by the two leaders 
to the existing mass unrest in the state showed esse 
desire on their part to meat or consider the fundamental 


demand of the State people to be one with India's the 


^ 
- 


political capital that certain opportunist have hastened E 


to make out from these , makes it imperative for me to , 
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express our yiew point unequivocally. 

While we consider the timely reference to the 
deteriorating economic condition of the masses by so exalted | 
a personality like Pt. Nehru, who has closely concerned 
himself with this unhappy affair, a step forward and that 
we are really heartened to note this welcome change in the 
Government of India's attitude; but the institution of an 
commission to go into the economic side of the causes of 
present discontent and to recommend ways and means for its 
removal, as suggested by some self-installed groups, is 
tantamount to the gross betrayal of the real urge of the 
people. 

Ever since, in accomplishment of our cherished mission 
to effect the unconditional accession of the State with 
Bharat on the confidence of the unquestionable support of 
the masses, we have had to warn the struggling people not 
to be hoodwinked by such piecemeal manoeuvres of the 
ruling clique. In the context of present events it is my 
considered opinion that the exceptional and disciplined 
mass-uprising has divindled the fraudulent mansion of the 
party in power. All encounters and shameless attempts to 
hither to employed without least regard for democratic 
decency to create dissensions in the united front, the 
masses have SO eloquently staged, the rulers of the state 
in their vain attempt to divert and confuse the public 
mind have taken recourse to such undemocratic tactics. It 
is their last bid to foil the determined effort of the 
‘suffering millions. 

Economic distress apart, the political deed lock between 
the people of Jammu and the party in power has reached a 


stage where these eye wash measures are likely to aggravate 
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further to the tyramical rule of one party dictatorship, 


we look upon them as part of the suffering people. The 
Government by resorting to such propaganda want to shift 
the outcome of 1ts erroneous policies over us. 

In all humility I call upon every kashmir/ whenever 
he is to understand the true perspective of our life and 
death struggle launched for 

1. Full and unconditional accession to India 

2. Application of Indian constitution and Indian flag 
over the state. 

Viewing on this plan there is nothing provincial or 
communal in it. Every patriot having faith in the Secular 
constitution of India must extend all possible to our 
movement. Mutual distrust at this juncture of our country 
is highly deplorable. There lies the salvation of the 
state. 

sd/Durga Dass Verma 


General Secretary 
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The following was the full text of the statement 
issued by Durga Dass SUR on 30.1.1953 about the Commission 


of Police SXCOSSES 


FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF THE 
8 STATEMENT WHICH SHRI DURGA DASS VERMA ISSUED AFTER ~ 
( | PERSONAL ENQUIRING IN THE POLICE EXCESSES ON JANUARY 
26TH & ON 31.1.1953. 


cel 1 CES have fully substantiated our allegation against 
the high handedness and all advised conduct of the police 
authorities. The continued and deliberate silence which 


the executive authorities have maintained confines our 
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belief that these provocative measures have their approval. 
The irresponsible attitude of the police on 26th January 
1953 must prove an eye opener into the alleged police 
excesses. 

A detail programme to celebrate the republic day was 
chalk out by the Praja Parishad Flag hoisting ceremony was 
to take place in the main city square, the place where the 
different groups of parbhat pharies were to watch this 
solemn ceremony. As soon as the 1200 strong procession 
including near about 500 women raising slogan: 

Ek Desh Main Dho Vidhan 

Ek Desh Main dho Pardhan 

Ek Desh Main Dho Nishan 

Nahin challenge, Nahin Challenge, 

Rajan Babu Jinda Badh, Mahatama Gandhi Amar Rahe, was made 
to sit in an most disciplined and organised manner to hear 
the message which I had issued on this historic day, the 
police party headed by an Inspector of Police arrive on 
the scene. Meanwhile the colourful salute by the wel- 
uniformal band to make the hoisting of ne National Flag 
was over. A special dais made of bricks and well cemented 
had been created for the purpose in the preceding night 
of January 25th by the Parishad volunteers. 

The police objected to the ceremony under the silly 
prelut that the traffic was obstructed and as eich the 
people should disperse forth. The Parishad volunteers on 
spot argued that as the ceremony was to take place only a 
few minutes, the question of obstruction to the free 
movement of traffic did not arise. But the police 
authorities, who had arrived with a defeat motive to 


dishonour the national Flag and excite injury the public. 


^ 
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The inspector instantly ordered a Lathi charge which 
revolted in serious injuries to seven persons including 
three women. AS à protest the whole city immediately 
observed a half day strike, thus sending shame to the 
bureaucrative irresponsibility. The story Of counter 
fires from the public and injuries to any of the police 
officers as announced by the Radio so shamelessly is an 
afterthought fabrication thus the sole responsibility of 
these untoward happening is|the shoulders of the Government 

ie AMAS all along encouraged police officers in these most 
uncalled for measures. 
Jai Bharat. 
sd/ Durga Dass Verma, 
General Secretary All J&K Prajaparishad. 
The following Ss he statement issued by L.Durga Dass 
Verma on 1.219531? id 
STATEMENT ISSUED BY SH. DURGA DAS VERMA GENERAL | 
SECRETARY 


PRAJA PARISHAD ON 1.2.1955 


QU EET a EE The timely admission of the "Legitimate grievances" 


of Jammu people by Sh. Jawaher Lal nehru in frank and 
'unreserved terms roused hopes in us that this unequivocal 
announcement will be followed by some practical steps for 
their redress. Jammu people have been experiencing 
unprecedented difficulties poth economic and political 
ever since Sheikh abdullah's rise to power. The treatment 
meted out to Jammu people in all spheres of public 
administration and the taunting kicks to their just demands 
throughout years of Sheikh Sahib's reign is a woeful tale 
beyond the scope of this statement to pe related. The 


people suffered and sacrificed their all and exercised 
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tremendous restraint in giving vent to the omissions and iL 
commissions of the party-in- power, in one and only one 


hope that the state will finally be acceded to Bharat. In 


their ardent desire to pave the way for speedy accession 
without any reservations the people continued to extend 
the hand of cooperation in face of humiliating attitude of 
the National Conference leaders. 

The designs which the party-in-power manipulated 
stand fully exposed today. On the basis of our apprehension 
our fragment demands and requests have never found a 
deserving appreciation even on patriotic grounds by the 
Government of India. 

In view of this background and the self-manufactured 
constitutional impediments of Sheikh Abdullah which the 
latter is ceaselessly exploiting for in furtherance of 
his designs to keep the state independent of any Bharitya as 
control: the acceptance of the "Legitimate grievances of 
the Jammu people" by Pt Nehru cheered up the frustrated 
masses, who have hitherto received callous indifference 
from him. We anxiously awaited some positive reaction to 
such a courageous remark of Pt. Nehru from the Kashmir 
Government. We earnestly looked forward that Government 
of India will take the initiative to consult half to the P 
provocative, cruel and undemocratic measures of the Abdullah 
Government . 

But the recent reply to these "legitimate grievances" 
which Sheikh sahib has given in the course of a public 
speech in pelhi that he does not know what these grievances 
are, is ample evidence of the fact that in order to play 
his own game he can go to the length of contradicting even 


the Indian prime Minister. Such a categorical denial to 
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the hard realities, as these words amount to, was least 
that well wishers of the state expected. Not only have 
these remarks injured the public feelings at large, but 
the magnitude of inhuman atrocities have also enhanced. 

Apart from meeting the demands of the Jammu people 
which the Kashmir premier seems to reluctant to do we 
consider that Sheikh Abdullah has made awkward the position 
of Pt. Nehru. Should pt. Nehru be sincere to what he has 
uttered as we are sure he is, he must prevail upon the 
Kashmir National Conference leaders to see sense in the 
demand of Praja Parishad to acceded to India unconditionally. 

So long as state does not accede to India fully and 
unconditionally, all hotch potch arrangements shall fail 
to pacify the Jammu province. In our considered opinion 
the legitimate grievances of the Jammu people are not 
likely to find amicable solution so long state is not made 
an integral part of the Union. 

We wish speedy exploration of ways and means to and 
the present stalemate shall be taken in hand an hour of 
relief and tranquillity accorded to the people. In the end 
I congratulate Pt. Nehru for his bold remark and wish him 
to intervene directly in the matter. 

Jai Bharat 

sa/ Durga Dass Verma 

General secretary 

All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad, Jammu. 

; The movement soon assumed, serious proportions and 
its repercussions were felt outside the State also. Anti- 
Kashmir feelings in Jamu developed anti-Muslims overtones, 
while anti-Jammu reactions in the valley tended to become 


anti-Hindu and hostile to rest of the country. By December, 
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1952, the whole of Jammu province was ablaze. The agitation 
had assumed formidable dimensions. The agitators were met 
with arrests and punishments, the Praja Parishad had full 
moral and material sympathy and support from Hindus all 
over the country. It had unflinching support of National 
parties like Jana Sangh, Ram Rajya Parishad, Hindu Maha 
Sabha and Akali Dal. The leaders of these parties even 
courted arrests in support of Praja Parishad's protest in 
Jammu.The Kashmir Nationalists and autonomists were of 
the view that the Praja Parishad agitation was basically 
an emotionally oriented disgruntlement against the valley 
based leadership in the State. They pointed out that from 
the very beginning of their freedom struggle, the Kashmiri 
leaders had never received an open minded and voluntary 
offered hand of cooperation from the Jammu Hindus. The 
Jammu Hindu mind was obsessed with the fear of Muslim 
majority in the event of Dogra rule was over. This 
obsession had never permitted them to accept the realities 
of time. They could not tolerate to see State government 
headed by Sheikh Abdullah whom they considered the archenemy 
of the Dogra ruler. The Parishad agitation was, therefore, 
essentially anti-Kashmiri anti-Muslim and anti-autonomous 
in its nature, character, aims and objectives" .The Kashmiri 


leadership said that the agitation was politically a 


originally oriented aspirations for the attainment of an 


identity separate and distinct from that of Kashmiri 
identity, and at the same time, not having any appreciation 
for composite nationalism, a characteristic feature of 
India secular polity. They added that the separatist 
objective of the agitation was evident in its declaration 


to "put an end to Sheikh Abdullah and other workers of the 
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National Conference. We shall sack their blood. We will 


root out this Government and send them to Kashmir. We do 


6th Feb. 1983. 


po The denial Statement of the Kashmir Government 


regarding its attempt to carve out prominently Muslim 
zones out of the areas which were over-helmingly non 
Muslim in Jammu province published in the "Hindu" dated 
6th Feb. 1953, page 7 column 4, is nothing but prostitution 
of the facts: Their reason that the boundaries of some 
districts have been adjusted "as a result of 31,251 square 
miles of the State territory having been over run by the 
enemy upto the end of the period" is far from truth and 
not convincing. A casual study of the map enclosed herewith 
would clearly show what the Kashmir Government has so far 
done and what it further intends to do. 

Immediately after the assumption of the power the 
present Government transferred 18 villages of Ramban Tehsil 
(District Udhampur ) falling on the valley side of the 
Peer Panjal to Anantnag District. These both districts 
had not been effected by the enemy raiders at all. Similarly 
Some villages SE Reasi District were joined with Anantnag 
District. No)satisfiea with that in Baisakh 2005( April, 


1948) one month after taking of the oath by the present 


interim Ministry the government split Udhampur District 


with 1,65,000 Hindus and 1,88,000 Muslims population 
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into two districts and created a new district of Doda with 
the three tehsils of Ramban, Kishtwar and Bhadarwah with 
a population of 1,09,000 Muslims and 77,000 Hindus leaving 
behind Udhampur District with two tehsils of Udhampur and 
Ramnagar with a population of 88,000 Hindus and 20,000 
Muslims. Thus old district of Udhampur, which was not 
raised by che enemy was divided into Muslim and non Muslim 


zones and this division facilitated Sir Owen Dixen to 


include "some adjacent territories" along with kashmir. 


valley for Plebiscite purposes. And is it not in the draft 
constitution the Kashmir Government to divide the state 
into four commissioners of Ladakh, Jammu (Excluding Doda 
and Rajouri Poonch) ,Kashmir valley ( including Doda) and 
Rajouri Poonch. It would be interesting to note that Peer 
Panjal 10,000 feet high mountain near Banihal and at some 
places still higher separates valley from Doda District 
and remains unsurpassable for six months a year and all 
the necessary supplies of this new districts are imported 
from Jammu. 

Reasi District had two tehsils of Reasi and Rajouri. 
The new regime has tagged Rajouri with Poonch and joined 
the Niabat of Naushera with it and thus created a new 
district of Rajouri and Poonch in which two lacs Muslims 


from across the cease Fire Line came after 1949 and have 


been rehabilitated there. This has also been fe 


into a Muslim majority zone by adjustment of boundaries. 
This fact of infiltration was disclosed by Sheikh Sahib in 
his statement in the Indian Parliament on 5th March, 
1952. It was due to this unchecked policy of infiltration 
of the Kashmir Government that a District Magistrate of 


Rajouri Mr. Trilochan Dutt, who belonged to national 
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Conference and who was erstwhile a private tutor and 
became a district Magistrate through the good wishes of 
the party bosses, resigned as a protest against it. Then 
the remaining portion of Reasi District ER Reasi Tehsil 
was joined with udhampur pistrict making it a predominately 
Hindu majority District. The readjustment of the pistrict 
in the valley has not been materially effected. Only a new 
district of. Srinagar city has been created and the 
reconquered parts of Muzafarabad pistrict have been joined 


to Baramulla District. The Hindu Sikh refugees of Muzafarabad 


and Baramulla Districts have been refused to be 


rehabilita ated in the Kashmir valley. These pistricts 
formed part o£ the valley and these refugees had a right 
to be rehabilitated in the Galley ME demanded as such 
but were refused and they have been forc ibly rehabilitated 


on the borders of Jammu without giving them any arms to 
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“Shri Ram Nath Balgotra had then sent following letter 
"to 'Hindu Madras' on Feb 6, IDAS n 

6th Feb. 1953 
The Editor, 
"Hindu" 
Madras-2. 
Dear Sir, 
. Iam very thankful to you for your Editorial in your 
paper of 6th Feb. 1953 under the Heading "Jammu". Your 
editorial previously too of the 10th Jan. 1953 and April- 
June-July, 1952 have marked clear lining and vivid understand 
of the problem. But for the incorrect appreciation of the 
warning of able and far sighted independent editors like 
your self and Mr. Tushir Kanti Ghosh, editor "Amrita- 


BazaarlPatrola" Calcutta, the tragedies, of indiscriminate, 


pr ka 


unjust, and mad firings at various places in Jammu Province 


AN ón unarmed] for the leaders; Statement, and politicians of 
E a ie Bharat to bring pressure upon the Government of India to 
men Vie ARA 


: PIU id realise the gravity of the situation and try to solve the 
Sede agar NIS ^ : : s 3 
\ 1 question dispassionately in consultation with the accredited 


~ o Len 
wi Mame 2 leader of Praja Parishad, Pandit Prem Nath Ji dogra. 
alange a AN Commissions appointed cannot bear any fruit unless the 
A party aggrieved is not given a patient hearing which the 


people of Jammu least expect from the personnel of the 

commission announced earlier by the Kashmir Government. 
I enclose herewith a statement to disclose the 

hollowness of Kashmir Government declaration regarding 


the adjustment of the boundaries of various districts 
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that appeared: in your paper of 6th Feb.1953, on page 7 
column 4,. I also enclose herewith the map of Jammu and 
Kashmir state and I hope that it will throw some light on 
the burning problem of the day for the guidance of your 
readers in particular and Indian public opinion in General. 
Yours faithfully, 
Sd/ R.N.Balgotra 
Advocate 
Publicity Secretary 

All J&K PP, Jamm.— 
Dr. S.P.Mukerji, the then president of Bhartiya Jana 
¿Eo entered into a long correspondence with Pt. Nehru 
and Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah but nothing substantial came 

out. 

It was during these days that Dr. S.P.Mukerjee was 
authorised by his Jana Sangh party either to seek redressal 
of the grievances of the Jammu people or to launch a: 


X dormi poepie dE ee 


Satyagrah in Indian in support of the Praja Parishad 
a 

In his presidential address at the Kanpur session of 
the Jana Sangh Dr. S.P.Mukerjee said: 

n |..We are often told that if there is any undue 
pressure for the application of the Indian Constitution 
to Jammu and Kashmir, the Muslim of Kashmir valley may 

3. break away from India this argument is totally intelligible. 
If ovr constitution had been so devised as to make 
Muslims feel nervous about their future fate or about 
possibility of their receiving equal treatment, one could 
have understood the force of the argument. When, however, 
that is not so, what can possibly be the ground for this 


hesitation?...Let me repeat and state categorically that 
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I do not want Jammu and Kashmir to be partitioned. But if 
Sheikh Abdullah is adamant, Jammu and Ladakh must not be 
scarified but Kashmir valley may be a separate State 
within Indian Union receiving all the necessary subvention 
and being treated constitutionally in such a manner as 
sheikh Abdullah and his advisors may wish for .. a 12) 


Finally, Dr. S.P.Mukerjee in his letter to Pt. Nehru 


on February 17,1953 which he had written to him in reply 


of his letter dated February 15,1953, offered the following 


— 


10 point formu do For his consideration as first t step 
for the withdrawal of Parishad agitation:- 

1. The movement is withdrawn. 

2. Order for the release of Prisoners is given and 
there will be no victimisation. 

3. You and Sheikh Abdullah call a conference, say, 
after a fortnight where all political and constitutional 
matters are discussed with an open mind. 

4. Both parties reiterate that the unity of the 
State of J&K will be maintained and that the principle of 
‘autonomy will apply to the province of Jammu as a whole 
and of course also to ladakh and Kashmir valley. 

5. The new constitution to come into force as soon 
as possible and elections to take place within, say, six 
months. 

6. Question of flag is to be clarified and Indian 
flag should be in used everyday Just as is done in all 
other parts of India. 

7. ' Implementation of the July agreement will be made 
at the next session of J&K Constituent Assembly after the 
issue left vague have been properly clarified. In respect 


of fundamental rights, citizenship, supreme court, 
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president's powers, financial integration, conduct of 
elections, provisions of the Indian Constitution will 
apply. Exception, however, may be made with regard to 
conditions for acquisition of land. 

8. The terms of reference of the commission of enquiry 
will be widened and all grievances will be examined by it. 

9. The Commission now includes 4 persons, Chief 
Justice, Accountant General, Chief Conservator of Forests 
and Revenue Commissioner. The last three gentlemen are 


administrative officers under J&K State and they can hardly 


> 7 — inspite confidence. The Commission should be reconstituted 


with 2 judges from India and the Chief Justice of J&K so 
that its impartiality and representative character may 
not be questioned. 

10. Regarding finality of accession and other political 
matters, -the Conference will consider these points from 
every aspect and agreement sought to be reached which will 
be in the best interest of India including J&K. 

Pt. Nehru, however, did not respond to Mukerjee's 
offer to withdraw the agitation. The Parishad agitation 
was growing in its intensity. There was a danger of the 
movement erupting into violence. In order to prevent it 
Dr. S.P.Mukerjee deputed Mr. Trived and Mr. Deshpanda to 
Jammu to exert their influence to prevent this. But they 
were refused permission to enter Jammu and Kashmir. 
Mookerjee, therefore, decided to go to Jammu himself without 
applying for a permit. He pointed out "Mr. Nehru has 
repeatedly declared that the accession of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir has been hundred percent complete.Yet 


it is strange to find that one cannot enter the State 
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without a previous permit from the Government of India 
The permit is even granted to communists who are playing 
their usual role in Jammu and Kashmir, but entry is barred 
to those who think or act in terms of Indian Unity and 
nationhood. I do not think that the government of India is 
entitled to prevent entry into any part of the Indian 
Union which, according to Mr. nehru himself, includes 
Jammu & Kashmir of course, if anyone violates the law 


pa after entering any State, he will have to face the 


< — 
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consequences 
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ihe following was Sheikh Abdullah's broadcast from 
Radio Kashmir Srinagar on April 18,1953 granting autonomy 
to the different cultural units of the State in the future 


constitution of J&K’ :— 


STATEMENT OF SHEIKH MOHAMMAD ABDULLAH 


Srinagar 
April 18,1953 
Broadcasting from Radio Kashmir Srinagar, last night 

the Kashmir Prime Minister, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah said« 
"We have decided to give autonomy to the different cultural 
units of the State as will be provided in the Constitution 


that is being drawn up. This will remove all the fears of 
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domination of one unit over the other and will make for 
the voluntary unity and consolidation of the people of the 
state”. 

Commenting on the recent events in Jammu the Prime 
Minister said that during the past few months some 
deplorable events had taken place which ran counter to the 
basic principles on which the edifices of the State was 
being reconstructed after the disturbances of 1947. The 
section of the Jammu population which had been misled by 
the internal and external communal agencies find their 
enthusiasm and emotions damped now and I am glad to find 
that the people of Jammu have begun to realise the grave 
consequences of the recent agitation. All right thinking 
people are expressing regret over all that has happened. 
This unpleasant state of affairs has not only disturbed 
the peace and order of the province, but has seriously 
affected their business activities. The money which would 
otherwise be spent on the betterment and the welfare of 
the people had to be spent to meet the expenditure incurred 
on putting down the disturbance. 

The Prime Minister deeply regretted the loss of some 
lives and other casualties resulting from the action which 
the police were forced to take on certain occasions as 
also the causalities suffered by the Police and the 
Magistracy. He regretted that these unhappy events should 
have taken. place at a time when not only a democratic 
constitution for the State was being framed but also the 
Five year plan was being finalized. He said that the 
Government had thought of starting the work of 
reconstruction from that very province out at the time of 


opening of the Government offices at Jammu the Government 
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had to face the disorder and disturbances. At a time when 
the law and order is being threatened fe became difficult 
for a Government to implement the nation building plans. 
Sheikh Abdullah exhorted the people to fully cooperate 
with the Government in making democracy a success in the 
State. He said that the State was passing through a critical 
phase and any disturbance of disorder would not only be 
detrimental to the progress and the healthy growth of the 
State but will be suicidal to its freedom and security. 

Sheikh Abdullah reiterating his faith in the common 
ideals based on secular democracy, Gheikh Abdullall]said 
that the freedom and progress of the State depended on 
standing united in the field of action irrespective of 
caste and creed. At a time when the Indian subcontinent 
was torn by the communal forces, Kashmir presented at 
impregnable fronts the communalism and defeated the two 
nation theory. Having failed to decree the people of 
Kashmir Pakistan let lose hordes of free... on the soil 
of the State. But the people of the State , irrespective 
of caste and creed stood as one man and refused to bow 
before the demon of communalism. They did not surface 
from the path of external protherhood. "Inspired by the 
principles of brotherhood and religious tolerance we want 
ahead with some nation building reforms including abolition 
of Jagirdari and hereditary rule", he said. 

Sheikh Abdullah said that in the present age of 
democracy the idea of class domination was pernicious and 


deplorable. "We are out to afford equal opportunities to 


all people so that each unit may progress in accordance , 


with its cultural needs. We consider it a heinous crime 


to make any distinction on grounds of race colour or 


Yee 
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creed. We have, therefore, decided to give autonomy to the 
different cultural units of the State as Caii be provided 
in the constitution that is being drawn up. This will 
remove all the fears of domination by one unit over the 
other and making for voluntary cooperation among people 
of the State", he added. 

Continuing, Sheikh Abdullah said that the future 
constitutional edifice of the State would be laid on the 
two principles of democracy and communal brotherhood. It 
was on these principles that the State's accession was 
made with India in 1947. "At that time only two courses 
were open to us to join India or Pakistan. Pakistan tried 
to coerce us but after due deliberation we acceded to 
India in the interests of the people. We felt that in 
principle there was nothing in common between the "New 
Kashmir" programme and the foundations on which the 
Pakistan leaders were trying to build their nation. We 
took this decision at a very critical time when communal 
fires in some parts of India had not died down". 

The people of Kashmir cast their lot with the 
people of India to uphold and safeguard their freedom and 
cherished progressive ideals. This communion of ideologies 
resulted in the establishment of firm political relationship 
between the State and the Indian Union. Accordingly, an 
honourable place was given to the State in free India's 
constitution. In legal phraseology what was termed as 
Section 370 of the Indian Constitution, was a permanent 
and inviolable bond between the State and the Indian Union 
so far as human relationship is concerned. 

Sheikh Abdullah made it clear that the State had 


acceded to India in three subjects viz. Defence, Foreign 
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Affairs and Communications. With regard to the other 
subjects, he said, that under Article 370 of the Indian 
Constitution the State's Constituent Assembly was a 
sovereign body. The position was further clarified in the 
Delhi Agreement which was approved by the Indian parliament 
and the State Constituent Assembly. "The Instrument of 
Accession, Article 370 of the Indian Constitution and the 
Delhi Agreement of 1952 now form the basis of relationship 
between the State and the Indian Union. Both the governments 
are bound to implement and abide by them", he added. 

Drawing a distinction between "integration" and 
"accession" the Prime Minister said that those who believed 
that Kashmir's accession meant merger with India were 
labouring under false notion. The people of Kashmir he 
said had no doubt acceded to India and the accession was 
complete in fact and law but the State had not merged with 
India. The purpose of the present relationship of the 
State with India was to bring the people of the two 
countries nearer each other. Ideological affinity based 
on union of hearts was essential for permanent relationship. 
Those who ignore this important factor in human relationship 
were putting the cart before the horse, " he added. 

Referring to the Praja Parishad movement in Jammu, 
Sheikh abdullah said, that its leaders were trying to give 
communal colour to politics of the State. In view of the 
delicate nature of Kashmir question in the international 
field the activities of Parishad could produce disastrous 
consequences which would benefit Pakistan alone. 

He appealed to the good sense of the people to be 
carried off their feet by the propaganda of communal 


bodies and exhorted them to realise their duty towards 
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their motherland. "Uncertain conditions prevailing in the 
country have retarded our progress, but the government is 
determined to carry forward the nation-building programme . 
The Five year plan has already been drawn up and its 
success depends mostly on the cooperation of the people. 

We have not only to rebuild our country but also to 
rehabilitate our mislead brethren intellectually and 
politically he said. 

Sheikh Abdullah appealed to the people of Jammu not 
be mislead by those whose past is already soiled. He added 
that the people were once before mislead by the so-called 
leaders which resulted in a catastrophe. If the people of 
Jammu again allowed themselves to be exploited by the so 
called leaders, it would result in some grim tragedy. Op 
assure the people on my own behalf and on behalf of my 
Government that we shall forget this painful chapter, 
provided our basic principles are not impaired. We welcome 
any honest and constructive criticism because as human 
beings we do not consider ourselves unerring", he added. 
The Prime Minister said that the criticism should be such 
as would promote unity and not disruption. He assured the 
people that if they remained united, no body could harm 
them. "Let us therefore rise to the occasion, understand 
the realities of the situation and live together in mutual 
good will and confidence. Standing shoulder to shoulder 
let us march forward on the path of progress and stand 
guard on each others honour he Suh 3 

addressing the people of Kashmir valley, Sheikh Abdullah 
said that the Praja Parishad movement was run by only 
those people who were the bulworks of the old regime or 


who were affected by the progressive policy of the present 
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government or those who were communal minded. So far as 
the masses of Jammu were concerned, their problems were a 
. fundamentally the same as thése of other backward people. 
"We should not class them with agitators and nor should 
we forget those Hindus and Sikhs who in the dark days of 
1947 tried to save hundreds of destitute Muslim men and 
women by: giving them shelter in spi te of the grave dangers". 
He exhorted the people to stick to their principles end 
said that the events after 1947 had justified the choice 
made by the people of Kashmir, for the people of India in 
general rejected the communal outlook. In the recent general 
elections in India no communal body could enlist mass 
support", he aclded, 
y A Addressing the people of Kashmir valley, Sheikh Abdullah 
| said that the Praja Parishad movement was run by only 
those people who were the bulworks of the old regime or 
who were affected by the progressive policy of the present 
Government or those who were communal minded. So far as 
the masses of Jammu are concerned, their problems were 
fundamentally the same as those of other backward people. 
We should not class them with aoi ta tots and nor should we 
forget those Hindus and Sikhs who in the dark days of 1947 
tried to save hundreds of destitute Muslim men and women 
by giving them shelter in spite of the grave dangers. He 
exhorted the people to stick to their principles and said 
that the events after 1947 had justified the choice made 
by the people of Kashmir for the people of India in 
general rejected the communal outlook. In the recent general 
elections in India no communal body could enlist mass 


he excl ol ali 


support 
EN deep sympathy with the Kashmiris on the 


2 
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other side of the Cease-fire line, Sheikh Abdullah said: 
"We are anxiously awaiting the day when the territorial 
integrity of the State will be restored and Lakhs of our 
uprooted brethren may resettle in their own home and live 
peacefully: . He exhorted them to arise and awake and now 
to allow themselves to be exploited any further by their 
so-called leaders who were responsible for all their misery 
and suffering and added that if they did not rise to the 


occasion, there could be no hope of their securing freedom 
from the present misery. pe wm AS 


While commenting on an editorial appeared in "The 


Tribune" on 2Y:4:1953 in defence ot Sueikh Mohammad 


Abdullah's policies in the State, Mr. Nariana Das had 
written following letter to the Editor of the paper on 
29.4.1953°7?3- 

Mr. Nariana Dass 'Letter to The Editor, The Tribune, 
Amballa Cantt. 

The Editor, 

The Tribune, 

Amballa Cantt. 


Dear Sir, 


ae Your Editorial in defence of Sheikh Abdulla's Appeal 


published in your paper dated 21.4.1953 is atonce 
informative and suggestive. It shows that you yourself 
are not sure about the correctness of the stand taken by 
Sheikh Abdulla Government for accession of the State 'for 
a limited number of the subjects'. And at the same time 
the argument advanced is not understandable. The flexibility 


to be adopted in the Constitution by conventions will even 


to yourself[ it horrible results. Such flexibility principle 


will lead to the fragmentation of the country which will 
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not be feasible both from economic and administrative 
point of view. 

You have supported the 'Gratuitous' grant of Sheikh 
Abdulla of autonomy to 'Cultural Units'. What is culture? 
Has a Nation different culture?0r is India a land of 
different Nations. Nation has always only one culture. 
The cultural division of the state is the acceptance of 
the principle of the state being composite of different 
Nations. This splitting of the State into different so 
called cultural units will not be a sound solution of the 
problem and will not end the present political impasse 
but will lead to further troubles more harmful to the 
cause of the voluntary than it is intended to remedy. 

Unfortunately the practice of calling names or attribute 
motives to those who honestly differ from the view point 
of the party in power has become a universal rule in the 
country. The Indian Prime Minister does not spare any 
opportunity let go than he should not abuse his political 
opponents. In the same tone you too accuse that ‘the 
Praja Parishad leaders are clearly asking for the 
applications of the two nation theory to the state is 
directly or indirectly pressing for the partition of Jammu 
and Kashmir State. It displays that either the real 
implication of the agitation are not understood or it is 
deliberately done to cloud the real issue. 

The Indian Prime Minister Pandit Nehru is following 
the policy of surrendering to Muslim Communalism by granting 
a special status to Kashmir because of its being predominant 
Muslim area and you knowingly fully well it to be wrong 
support it with the expression 'If for certain reasons’. 


What are those reasons? Having failed practically to 
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Sh. Ram Nath Balgotra had then sent following letter job 
to the Editor Hindustan Standard" New Delhi on 5.5. 1953 mm 
The Editor 

Hindustan Standard, 

Delhi. 

Dear Sir, 

Shree Ghulam Moh'd Sadiq, president so called Kashmir 
Constituent Assembly while addressing sponsored Democratic 
Youth League Convention in Jammu on 2nd May, 1953 reported 
in your paper on 3rd May, 1953 described Parishad leaders 
"traitors" we challenge Shree Sadiq an avowed communist 
to prove the charge before any court of law. It is not 
fair on the part of the responsible persons like sh. Sadiq 
to make such wild allegation and charges GONE his 
political opponents.If the previous and present history 
of Shree Sadiq is reviewed and analysed the charge will 
fit in for Mr. Sadiq himself. The memory of Shree Sadiq's 
and his leader Sheikh Abdullah's intrigues with the British 
Imperials to create communal troubles in the State in 1931 

at the time when the Government of India wanted to penalize 


the Maharaja for his bold patriotic stand in the Round 
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Table Conference is still fresh to the people. It was a 


time when the British Imperialists instigated and finance 
the communal riots throughout India to bring the Congress 
Civil disobedience movement of 1931-32 to,a sad and 
miserable end. It was the beginning of Shree Sadiq and his 
leader "National Struggle". Was 1t patriotic or treacherous? 
1 leave it for your readers to decide. 

Again in 1947 when the Maharaja was communicating 
with the Government of India for accession of the State, 
Shree Sadig and his other companions went to Pakistan for 
consultations for accession of the State to Pakistan. He 
went their at the behest of his leader Sheikh Abdullah and 
the communist party of India which stood for the partition 
of the country. 

There are other happenings and incidents also connected 
with Shree Sadiq which abundantly prove that his malicious 
charge against his opponents suit best for himself. 


Yours faithfully 


_ Mastc-Ganataj DobARMURMOBRA) BP, Jammu. Digitized by SIA Nath Balgotra —7 
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Dr. S.P.Mukerjee, alongwith U.M.Trivedi t 
and Vaid Guru Dutt left Delhi for Jammu on May 8, 19 
May 10,1953 when they were passing through Punjab enroute 
to jammu Mukerjee received a message from Sheikh Abdullah 
saying his visit to jammu would be inopportune. O 
they proceeded and the moment they crossed the Ravi at 
Madhopur at 4 P.M. on May 11,1953 they were arrested 
under Public Safety Act and Mukerjee placed under howse 
arrest at Srinddun ^u His arrest had added fuel to Ee 


] that it 
fire. The agitation took such a serious turn 


iz 


eve ¿Ma 
almost paralysed the entire State apparatus. Almost V ry MIA 


j Has vibrant with 
part of Jammu region, from city to | was vibr 


: n 1 
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Jourian, Kishtwar, Hiranagar, Udhampur, Basohli, Reasi 
etc. were places where people were killed and injured by 
firing. Lathi charges on processions had become a normal 
catre oF A, Since the agitation had attracted 
popular support of almost all non-Muslims from every part 
of India, it had shattered the Sheikh's faith in Indian 
secularism. He advised the people of Kashmir not to get 


upset over the agitation of the reactionary communal 


ce RO TE 128— 


forces in Jammu" . He said: 

"We faced and weathered many storms and 
were successful and we shall weather this 
storm as well. When the people of Kashmir 
had met the challenge of the Muslim League 
and Muslim National guards, they would 
not be afraid of the challenge of the 
Praja Parishad and other communalists, 
who were really the 'Muslim National 
Guards' in Hindu Garb". 

In his public speech Sheikh Abdullah warned India of 
grave consequences if the Hindu communalism was permitted 
to continue its virus against Muslims. This attitude of 
Sheikh Abdullah was not liked by the Indian leaders. Even 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was sent to Kashmir to persuade 


him to be moderate in his criticism of Hindus and not to 


Mukerjee feel ill shorty after his arrival at Srinagar 
in custody. He complained of pain in his right leg in 
later May, 1953. He developed a fever and chest pain which 
was diagnosed 'dry pleurisy' on June 22,1953. He was 


removed from the cottage to the State Hospital in Srinagar. 


3-19 eee BET) 30 a.m. on June 23, 1953 he got sudden heart attack 
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and died. As a result of his sudden death the whole of 


North India was plunged in profound grief and submerged by 
a kind of anti Nehru and anti Sheikh wave. Praja Parishad 
(3 ) SOS SES. E that death occurred in natural 

circúmstances J The ramblings of similar reactions were 

as A , also heard in the Frontier district of Ladakh. 

GH s elesetibad Mukherjee's death and the circumstances surrounding 
as eCcetht Un it, had given rise to many rumours that he was murdered 
waste Scots that when he became sick was allowed to die. Pt. Prem Nath 
C eeens Aam EB Dogra and other India leaders accompanied the dead body of 
c Heo o — pr P.Mukerjee flow to Calcutta, his home town. In the 
Udhampur. He was then taken to Delhi, where p.P.Dhar, the 
then Dy. Home Minister of the State wanted to negotiate 
with him for the withdrawal of the Praja Parishad agitation. 
But Pt. Prem Nath Dogra refused to negotiate with him as 
he was only Deputy Minister. As a result Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohd. the then home Minister of the State flew to Delhi 
and met him and pressurised him to withdraw the agitation. 
Keeping in view the changed circumstances he made certain 


estr Moreover, as a mark of respect to the 


O da Bult canes 


middle of air journey, Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was dropped at : 


B O 


departed soul, Pt. Prem Nath Dogra called off the agitation A 
132 
rrow $ 


135 
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l The following speech had been made by Pt. Prem Nath 
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Dogra on 27.7 .1953* 
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SPEECH OF PT. PREM NATH DOGRA PRESIDENT ALL J&K PRAJA 
PARISHAD ON 27.7.1953 IN THE PARADE GROUND 

I am happy to be back with my people after 8 months 
absence. It was a period of trial for us. We had voluntarily 
taken resort to the path of self sacrifice and suffering 
for the vindication of our right to live a life of honour 
and security in our own homeland as a component part of 
India. The way you have passed through this trial makes me 
proud of you what I have seen and heard about the way you 
conducted the Satyagrah after my arrest has convinced me 
that the future of our state is secure. Our satyagraha has 
no parallel in the history of satyagrahas. For eight 
months two governments had let loose their barbaric force 
to crush you. But they have not been able to crush you. 
Rather they have been vanquished. You stand victorious. 

Today the whole country is full of praise for you and 
the brave fight you have given to the forces of separatism 
and disruption. I had the opportunity to visit a few 
important places in north India during the last few days. 
Every where I found tremendous enthusiasm and genuine 
praise for you people. Your sacrifices have made your 
cause the cause of whole of India. The conscience of the 
whole country including.the power that be in New Delhi has 
been stirred and they have realised and admitted the 
justice of our cause and the patriotic motives that impelled 
us to launch our satyagraha. 

What did we fight for? Our struggle was aimed at 
bringing Jammu and Kashmir state close to India of which 
it has all through the ages’ been integral part, 


geographically historically as also culturally. This was 
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necessitated by the separatist policies of the Government 
of Jammu and Kashmir which were aimed at driving a wedge 
between the State and the rest of India. Our demand was 
logical and patriotic. It flowed from the fact of accession 
of the State to India. We were opposed to the policy of 
reducing that accession to a dead letter speedily cutting 
at the roots of State's unity with India. Government of 
India in their indulgence for Sheikh Abdullah failed to 
see the dangerous implication of that policy inspite of 
our repeated protests, requests and warnings. They did 
not pay any heed to the administrations of a patriot like 
Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee eve. But I am happy to tell 
that it has been proved beyond doubt that we were on the 
right. The whole of India has now awakened to the dangers 
GE systematic separatism of some Kashmiri politicians. 
It is now admitted at all heads that our movement was 
neither communal nor reactionary but was an outcome of 
the patriotic urge of the people of the state to be one 
with India. 

That is why overtures were made to us to stop the 
satyagrah. I was taken to Srinagar to have cumulation with 
Dr. S.P.Mookerjee. Pt. Nehru who for three long years 
refused to talk to your representative and spoke fare 
against to day in and day out, stepped out of his shell of 
self complacy and appealed to us for cooperation and for 
cessations of Satyagrah. He called us and heard our view 
point. It was a close victory of you people. It shows 
that you cannot be ignored, that you have made your existence 
felt. I wish he had done this a month earlier. That might 
have saved the country from the great tragedy of Dr. 


Mookerjee's death. But still it is matter of satisfaction 
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that light has dawned upon Pt. Nehru after all. 

1 had talk with some other ministers of the Central 
and Kashmir Government as well. I do not think that I am 
divulging anything if I say that they have begun to 
appreciate our view point. The dangerous results of the 
policy of drift in regard to kashmir have already begun to 
manifest themselves. And they. have forced them to pay 
heed to our warnings which had gone undecided so far. 
India's stake in Kashmir is high. She cannot afford to 
bungle these any move. And I hope that steps to end the 
dangerous suspense about the future of the state will be 
soon taken. Jurisdiction of Supreme court, fundamental 
right and financial integration of the State with India 
are natural corollaries of State's accession to India and 
1 am confident that the state will have the benefit of 
them very soon. 

Definite steps will also soon be taken to remove the 
economic and other grievances of the people within the 
state. Some of them have already been taken. Something has 
been done to rehabilitate ex-service men, remove controls 
etc. The report of the Wazir Committee which was set up as 
a result of our satyagrah has vindicated our stand about 
lana reforms and other economic policies of the Government. 

We have stopped our satyagraha to give time to Pt. 
Nehru and Kashmir Government to set things right. The 
same patriotic motives which impelled us to launch the 
satyagrah 8 months age have now impelled us to stop it 
even though we had the strength and determination to carry 
it on for many months more. During this period Kashmir 
problem which had already become complicated has become 


delicate. Our warnings and worst fears have come true. 
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Persons masquerading as India's friends and followers of 
Mahatama Gandhi have come out in their true colours. They 
have begun to flirt with the idea of independent Kashmir 
for the fulfilment of their own ambition. They have 
forgotten how this independence brought obstructions to 
Kashmir in 1947. We are and have been opposed to it 
whether it comes from pt. Ram Chand kak or Sheikh Abdullah. 
I want to appeal to my Kashmir brethren not to be exploited 
by such false cries. They will land them in trouble. 

It is wrong to suggest that our movement was aimed 
against Sheikh Abdullah or Kashmiris as such. We have 
always looked upon Kashmir as an integral part of the 
state within India. We extended our fullest cooperation 
to Sheikh Abdullah when he was installed in power. It was 
unfortunate that he misconstrued our willing cooperation 
for the common and of unity wi th Hindu to be our weakness. 
I am sure he has now realised our strength. I want to 
assured him that we want to be his friends provided he 
gives up his separatist policies. Let him be Indian first 
and Kashmiri or Muslim afterwards and we are with him. 

The suffering undergone and the sacrifices made by 
you people during the satyagrah have been immense. You 
have faced bullets and braved all the engines of 
reprocession in the armoury of Kashmir and Indian Police 
with most commendable courage, restraint and discipline. 
By committing crimes against women the state Government 
has proved that it is not fit to be called a civilised 
government. , You had the power and ability to give them 
blow for blow. But by suffering non violently you have 
proved that you are true satyagahie. 


But the greatest sacrifice for our cause was made by 
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Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee who died a martyr death in 
Srinagar Jail. In his death the country has paid the 
greatest price for Jammu and Kashmir's unity with India. 
The people of state will ever remember him. We will carry 
on his mission. It is also our desire to build befitting 
memorial to his memory at Jammu and Srinagar. 1 hope the 
people of the state well contribute liberally to Dr. 
Mookerje memorial fund when appeal is made for it..We are 
also one with the rest of India in the demand for an 
impartial enquiry into the mysterious circumstances in 
which Dr. Mookerji died. 

The immediate task before us now is to reorganise 
ourselves. The people are with us. They have proved their 
faith in Praja Parishad by standing by it in thick and 
thin. Their strength and energies have now to be diverted 
to constructive work of removing poverty, disease and 
ignorance. The Kandi area of our land is most neglected. 
Tt needs have to be looked into. The Praja Parishad will 
soon set up a committee to make a social and economic 
survey of the Kandi ilaga. I will appeal to my follow 
workers to make a cooperative effort in their perspective 
sphere to ameliorate the lot of he people and share their 
suffering. Service of the people in the real measure of 
our strength. We must now commensurate on educating them 
so that they may be able to discharge the responsibilities 


that, 


re soon oing to devolve on them in a worthy manner. 
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Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, however, written following letter ES 4 
‘to Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah from c eI Er. | 
Pt. P.N.Dogra's letter to Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 


ALL JAMMU AND KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD, JAMMU 


5 . 
A 


August----1953. 

E DE Since the day of my return to Jammu I have been 1 
receiving detailed information about the atrocities 
committed by Police and Militia in different parts of 
Jammu. The Information has been coming both from the 
victims of the atrocities and highly respectable and 
responsible unattached persons. It shows that there has 
been large scale looting of the villages in tehsils of 
Jammu, Akhnoor, Nowshera, Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban and Basohli 
by the Police and the Militia. People of the villages 

úl were literally forced out of their homes and they had to 
stay for days and weeks in outlying jungles leaving all 
they possessed to the mercy of custodians of law and order 
who behaved as worst brigands and free looters. 
The arrested satyagrahies were invariably subjected 
to merciless beating and torture in and outside the police 


lock ups before their conviction. The victim of police 
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firing were treated ina most barbarous way. I have cases 
before me where lives of some persons injured by bullets 
could have been saved had medical aid been given to them. 
But the authorities not only did not give any medical aid 
to them but also prevented others from doing so. 

The worst part of these atrocities is the crimes 
against women. I have got definite information about 
criminal assault and rape of innocent girls and women by 
very responsible police officers of the State not to speak 
of ordinary constables who were encouraged to do such 
things by giving to them spirituous drinks before they set 
out on their head hunting expeditions. 

These are things which must shake the conscience of 
any civilised person. The resentment these happenings 
have created in the minds of the people of Jammu is both 
natural and intense. In the interest of justice and morality 
as also for pacifying the minds of the people it is 
essential that Government should set up an impartial 
commission of enquiry presided over by a Supreme Court 
judge to investigate into these atrocities. This isa most 
urgent matter and does not brook any delay. 

I do not want to do any thing at this juncture which 
may embarass the Government. But justice must be done to 
pacify the people whose suffering has been so great. 
Further the criminal officers will continue to harass 
people to fabricate evidence in their favour till such an 
enquiry begins. 

I also want to avoid any untoward incident which may 
take place because of the universal resentment against 
‘such criminal officers. 


I therefore, plead with you to take early steps in the 


- 
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matter. 


I expect an early intimation from you in this connection. 


Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah Yours 

Hon'ble Prime Minister sd/Prem Nath Dogra 7 
A 

Jammu & Kashmir State All J&K Praja Parishad, —^ 


Srinagar Jammu . 
Copies submitted to: i 

1. Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad, Hon'ble Minister, Jammu 
and Kashmir State. 

2. Shree Jawahar Lal Ji Nehru, Hon'ble Prime Minister 
of. India. 

3. Dr. Kailash Nath Katju, Hon'ble Home Minister of 
India. 

for information and favour of early necessary a > 

After the death of Mukerjee there abruptly occurred a 
change in the attitude of the Congress Government, headed 
by Pt. Nehru. For the first time Pt. Nehru realised that 
large number of people in Jammu had suffered and that 
"whatever our countrymen suffer, we share, to some extent, 


uon appeal he advised the Praja Parishad 


that suffering! 
leaders to end the conflict and return to the normal ways 
of peaceful and cooperative politics.|Meanwhile, Sheikh 
Abdullah had a prolonged discussion with Adlai Stevenson- 
a democratic leader of U.S.A. who visited Srinagar. It was 
said that the two leaders had thoroughly discussed the 
Kashmir problem and one of the alternative solution 
concluded was the possibility of an independent Kashmir ada 
try. Ti (ES) 


with a 


n internatio 
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the Government of India was not ready to permi gii 
cost. His removal was the only way out of national interest — 44 
was to be saved py neona of keeping to State oS safe „8h 
in Indian grip The orders of the dismissal of his 
ministry were issued by the Sadar-1- spent ee ae 138 
to him on August 9,1953 at Gulmant*. On the other hand  — 
the Parishad leaders seemed to be satisfied with the d. 
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dismissal of Sheikh Abdulla'S ministry and his subsequent 
arrest on August 9, 1953. They promised to support to the co 
then newly constituted State Ministry sena [E o 
ghulam Mohammad . The force and intensity of the agitation 
was, therefore, relaxed. On July 7, 1953 the party officials 
announced that agitation was called off temporarily with 
A Gs ETT FF temporarily? 
(ith the hope that the Grievances ot the people of Jammu UT 
Soule be redressed and their te ney e ce il 
CSG epa Bestmie cha! SOY, Gill: B pando 


— Digitized. by E A A ESI — —— 
- i —————— 


The Praja Parishad also resolved to continue to press 


for the full accession of Kashmir to India. Pt. P.N.Dogra 
and G.M.Bakshi the new P.M. of the State however agreed 
in December 1953 to drop the Satyagraha, withdraw the 


cases against the demonstrators and restore their civil 
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ship actually fell in the trap 
of Bakashi, who required their support pacc juo 


particularly in the valley 


While commenting on G.M.Bakshi's exclusive interview 


with e correspondent of News agency ( I.P.A) Pt. P.N.Dogra 


PT. PREM NATH DOGRA'S STATEMENT 


UA 


Jammu-31st August: while commenting on ‘Bakshi Ghulam 


Mohd's recent exclusive int 


of a News Agency (ED. IA) and 


the Kashmi 


Chief Pt. Prem Nath Dogra said her 


Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad has laid 


with regard to Kashmir's positio 


he is not prepared to be treated 


of India, should be now abundant 


had developed a sort 


slogans about National Integr 


fro 


bakshi Gh. Mohammad has even di 


about National Conference 


National Congress on the plea of 


be dif 
National Conf 


because of such ant 


and certain sentiments of its 


Praja Parishad Chief said 


Kashmir is still very much an i 


V 


erview with the correspondent 


later circula ted through 


r Govt. Information Bureau the J&K Praja Parishad 


e today, "In this interview 

bare his real intentions 
n in the Indian Union that . Gales 
at par with, of the States 


ly clear even to those who CAN 


of blind faith in his cp 


ation". Dogra added that far 


m bringing Kashmir closer to the rest of the country 


sapproved the suggestions 


integration with the India— n 


‘its own special traditions 


followers". It should not a 
^ a TS 

ficult for anybody to read between this Tines. 

erence has in fact lost hold on the masses 


i-national sentiments of its leadership. 


"Bakshi's assertion that 


nternational issue, runs 


counter to his own previous declarations that Kashmir has 


| dac D 
E 4 ee Y linked its destin árrivedwwith India and that there 
SeN y (arrived 


was now no Kashmir problem except that of recovering our 
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territories illegally held by Pakistan and China. His 
latest approach definitely smacks of black mailing and 
refutes the very basis of India's stand at the United 
Nations. 

Pt. Dogra expressed surprise that Kashmir Premier's 
reference to sheikh Mohd Abdullah as "still posing a 
serious political problem for the state which cannot be 
dealt with purely as a law and order question" is most 
unfrotunate. Can there be worse confession about the 
miserable failure of the government to create feelings of 
certainty and stability in minds of the people? But this 
confession also seems more political and diplomatic than 
reality. Referring to bakshi abrogation of Art. 3707. Oi 
the Indian constitution, leader said, "His opposition to 
abrogation of Art. 370 never in doubt despite categorical 
assertion by the Prime Minister Jawaher Lal Nehru that 
this Article was going to become redundant with the passage 
of time. What is shocking is that he should now link up 
the validity of the accession of the state to the Union 
with the transitional provision of the Indian constitution. 
(In his interview Bakshi Ghulam Mohd had said", Art. 370 
Bakshi, Sahib pointed out, gave validity to this state's 
voluntary accession to the Indian union as determined by 
the freely elected constituent assembly of Jammu and 
Kashmir). There could be perhaps no worse example of 
political opportunism". | j 

Pt. Dogra stated "Bakshi has boasted about having 
weakened Praja Parshid which he has dubbed as communal. I 
may assure him that his such claims are going to deceive 
him alone. Praja Parishad is an organisation of 


patriots out to fight to last against elements which have 
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no faith in politically strong, economically progressive 
and socially upright Indian nation. 

Pt. Dogra further said that Bakshi's emphasis "Under 
his leadership his party had fought communalism in these 
state, when in other parts of the country, rightist and 
communal parties had gained ground" is the same tone of 


talking as the leaders of the ruling National Conference 


(€ 


had been using,the change of 1953 to misguide and arouse 


the communal frenzy amongst the Kashmir Mulsim against 
India. 

Date: Gopaldas Sachar, 

Publicity Secretary, 

J&K Praja Parishad, Jammu. 


Pt. P.N.Dogra had sent following letter to 


Pr 


LIT, 


G.M.Bakshi 


PT. P.N.DOGRA'S LETTER TO MR. G.M. BAKSHI DATED NA AAA 
JAMMU & KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD 
Central Office: JAMMU 
No. 11/CPO Dated 1.2.1954 


n 


My dear Bakshi Sahib, cam 
this is to remind you of my talks with you earlier 


wherein you extended to me certain assurances in respect 
of the framing of a constitution for the State. 

The question of the constitutional set up in the 
State and its relationship with India is of vital importance 
to us as a political party and as representatives of the 
Jammu province. We would, therefore, like to be associated 
with the constitutional discussions. It is, however, not 
our intention to embarass you or to add to your difficulties. 
But we should be failing in our duty to the people here 


and in India if we do not exercise our democratic right go 
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impress upon you the aspiration of the Jammu people and to 
urge you to incorporate their views and demands in suitable 
terms in the constitution of the State. 

I would, therefore, feel obliged if you give an 
opportunity to discuss things with you in order that we 
may come to a unanimous agreement on the constitutional 
question. 

Such an interview shall moreover, lead to the lessening 
of internal tensions and pave the way for smooth acceptance 
of the decision proposed to be taken. 

I can assure you that I shall always endeavour to 
reach reasonable compromise so that we can pull jointly 
through this national crisis. I am also of the view that 
Government also on its part should not do things in a way 
that makes our position difficult before people. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Sd/Prem Nath Dogra 
Hon'ble Bakshi Ghulam Mohd, 
Prime Minister 
Jammu and Kashmir Govt. Jammu. 

On February 6, 1954. However, the constituent Assembly 
of the J&K had ratified the State accession with the 
Indian Union entered by Maharaja Hari singh a way back on 
October 27,1947. 


Just after the endorsement of the accession with the 


v 


Indian Republic, the General council of the All J&K praja M ES 
o 


Parishad adopted the following resoltuions :— 
THE RESOLUTION OF THE ALL J&K PRAJA PARISHAD OF FEB. 
1954 
To endorse the accession issue which had been completed 


.with the Maharaja's Signing of the Instrument of accession, 
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a Constituent Assembly was convened. The elections for 

the said were held, circumstances were created to confirm 

the belief that they were not being conducted in a free 
atmosphere. The Praja Parishad had to boycott it because 

there was no alternative in these circumstances. 

s The General Council demands that since the purpose of 

the constituent Assembly has been fulfilled. New election cua ak 


be held affording opportunity to every individual jin the 
— D 


n ed A State tetas art in the legislature of the state. 


ngotri ES —— NS 


AI ee D | memora qu 
E c. ma 


The second report of the Drafting Committee of the 
State Consembly was submitted by Mr.. Mir dci Feb, 
11,1954 It was non else then the draft constitution. It 
was based on the decisions taken by the consembly, on the 


inci i Advisory 
reports of the basic principles committee, the 


i 1 Citi j d such 
committee on Fundamental Rights and Citizenship an 


i o time. 
other decisions as were taken from time t 
ee eee neem RATA, Nevertheless in view of 
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Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, then wrote a letter to bakshi 


Apo M o 0C Prime Minister of the State on 13th 

February, 1954 in which he, once again explained the stand 
í of his party and his objections to the proposed report of 
the Drafting comittee. He stressed that his party was and 
had always been for the full application of the Constitution 
of India to the State. Even the Delhi Agreement never 


satisfied them, he added. Nevertheless in view of 
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International situation and other factors, he stressed, 
they had been giving full support to him and his government . 
He pleaded that the proposed report of Drafting Committee 
was far from satisfactory. He made him remember that when 
he submitted certain shortcomings in the reports of Basic 
Principles Committee and the Fundamental Rights Committee 
he had assured him that the final draft would be perfectly 
in accordance with the letter and spirit of the Constitution 
of India, with the exception of protection for Land Abolition 
laws and the superior rights for the permanent Residents 
in matters concerning acquisition of immovable property 
and employment in govt. service. But the provisions in the 
proposed Draft report fell short of even the matters 
agreed upon Delhi Agreement. He objected to the proposed 
indirect election to the Parliament, the denial of special 


leave by the Supreme court curtailment of people rights 


E — and cirqlímscription of the application of India 


T 
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Constitution and whittling down the fundamental rights in 
a variety of ways. 

He accused that the whole thing was being rushed 
through the Consembly without giving adequate opportunity 
to the Public for expressing their opinion and making 
suggestions for improvement of the Draft Constitution.While 
concluding he requested him to go through the proposed 
draft very carefully and remove the defects to allay 
public apprehensions. Pt. Mauli Chandra Sharma, the 
President of All India Bharitya Jana Sangh, pointed out 
Jana Sangh's right objections to the proposed Kashmir 

constitution) These were summed up as under: 

The relationship as envisaged in it left much to be 


desired and it was doubtful whether it would satisfy the 
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aspirations of the people of the State, who had been 
struggling for the last six years to be one with their 
Indian brethren as also of the people of the rest of India 
who had been making all kinds of sacrifices for the security 
and welfare of the State. A glaring flaw was that it 
conceded to the State the right to discriminate against 
the citizens of the rest of India in the matter of entry, 
residence, employment and acquisition of immovable property 
in that State. By creating a category of Permanent Residents 
of the State as distinct from other Indian citizens a Dual 
Citizenship had been brought into existence in that State 
which was opposed to the very basis of their constitution. 

The provision for the nomination of the State 
Representatives to the Parliament on the recommendation 
of the State legislature instead of their election by a 
direct vote of the people as in order States, deprived the 
people of the State of their basic democratic rights as 
Indian citizens. Why should the State have its own Election 
commissioner and its own census operation?The extension 
of the jurisdiction of the election Commission of Indian 
to the State was essential not only to create confidence 
in the people about the fairness of the elections there 
but also to make them feel that they were the citizens of 
India. 

Another objectionable provision was the right given 
to State Legislature to permit and regulate the entry of 
those who had left the State and gone over to Pakistan. 
Such movement of individuals or groups between India and 
Pakistan must be regulated by the Central Govt. and 
should not be left to individual states. 


The provisions about Fundamental Rights and extension 
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of jurisdiction of the Supreme Court also left much to be 
desired. The rights given to the State Legislature to 
abridge the fundamental rights of the people of the State 
under the excuse that a part of that state was under 
Pakistan's occupation, was not convincing at all. It only 
confirmed the genuine fears of the people in and outside 
the State that the State was sought to be run on 
totalitarian lines. 

By leaving residuary powers with the State and abridging 
those which had been given to Centre, the President's 
order had not succeeded in terminating the anomalous 
position of the State as a Unit of Indias Ib had 'uinetsbhe 
germs of a danger which the Government of India ought to 


have visualised in the view of their recent experience. 


a 


Mr. N.C.chatterji, the President of Akhil Bharat Hindu 
Mahasabha, while pointing out some lacunae in.the State 
Constitution said that the defined function of the Supreme 
court of India in Kashmir was to achieve cohesion in the 
field of law and justice. The great drawback was that 
serious encroachment had been made both on civil liberties 
and on the sanctity of property, he e. 

It was a matter of regret, he said, ¿hat Art. 130 O 
Indian Constitution had not yet been applied to the State, 
and that no citizen of the State could apply to the 
Supreme Court for Special leave against the judgement of 
local High court. 

Moreover, Art. 19 of the Constitution of India which 


guaranteed basic human rights had been made practically 


mitigagory in kashmir because of a special rider which 


made existing Legislation abrogatory of fundamental rights 


not questionable in the court of law. Again the denial of 
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any compensation to expropriated owners practically amounted 
to naked confiscation and that was against the spirit of 
the Constitution of India. 

The demand of the people of Jammu for provincial 
autonomy was ignored, he added. He further pointed out 
that even Hindi, the national language was not receiving 
due recognition. 

The critics of the work of the State Consembly and the 
Constitution 1t was hammering into shape, were opposed to 
the special status and privileges accorded to J&K as a 
constituent unit of the Indian Union. In particular they 
did not approve of the curtailment of fundamental rights 
(as given in the Indian Constitution) in their application 
to the State; some restricts on the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court in relation to the State; a dual citizenship 
for "permanent residents" of the State’; a blanket 
permission to return to the State, for the States’ migrants 
to Pakistan;distribution of land to the tillers, without 
any compensation to the owner thereof; the exclusion of 
the jurisdiction of the Union Election commission over ; v// 
the State as also that of auditor and Comptroller E 
of Indees. nario cn tado B Ma tum us A AL * 


JP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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committee, Pt. P.N.Dogra had submitted following memor 
to President of India on 1.4.1954**” 


í ; PT. P.N.DOGRA MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDENT OF INDIA REPUBLIC 

DATED 1.4.1954 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF INDIAN UNION, 
NEW DELHI. 

- May it please your Excellency, 
LONE er IA connection with the Constitutional proposals which 
2 have been recently made by the J&K State authorities to 
the Central Government, this representation is most 
“respect fully submitted on behalf of the Praja Parishad of 
that State for your Excellency's kind and sympathetic 


consideration. 


were woo of 9 AĜI ell 
ciod casa amol 
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II. There is no doubt that these proposals constitute 


a little advance on the existing position. And, coming, as 
they do, in the wake of the decision of J&K Constituent 
Assembly to confirm and finalise the accession of this 
State to the Indian Union, they have been welcomed not 
because they take us for towards our goal, but because 
they seem to have been conceived in a different spirit 
from that which animated the Abdullah Government. 

III.Amidst this chorus of praise it seems almost 
churlish to strike the jarring note of critical appraisal, 
but this is a duty which the Praja Parishad owes to the 
People whom it represents. They have consistently demanded 
that the Indian Constitution be made applicable to this 
State just as it applies to the other Part B states. In 
the pursuit of the objective they have undergone great 
sacrifices and sufferings, being convinced that without 
achieving it, there can be no peaceful and honourable life 
for them in this state. They were led to entertain certain 
hopes by definite assurances, but these proposals do not 
come anywhere near their fulfilment. Consequently, the 
people affected by them have on the whole received them 
with mixed feelings including those of frustration. 

IV. In certain circles there isa tendency to dismiss 
the demand mentioned in the preceding paragraph as a 
problem for legalistic or academic discussion and to 
ignore its human aspects, but those who have raised it 
are indeed earnest about it. To them it is a matter of 
life and death and they are determined to persist in it 
regardless of the sufferings and sacrifices which this 
courses might entail for them. 


V. It is a pity that the Central government have 


narar onrairad Fram the nrnnor coisrtaore whir thic demand ic 
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being made and how far it is justified. On the contraty, 


they have been more responsive to the opposite demand of 
the National Conference leaders, which is to the effect 
that this state should have a special privileged status 
different from that of the other 'Part B' State. The 
wonder is that it has never occurred to the otherwise wide 
awake Central government that, in the ultimate analysis, 
both these demands, so contradictory in their formulation 
and intent, really spring from similar apprehensions. But 
the fears of the Kashmiri leaders are wholly baseless, 
because admittedly they have received the most generous 
treatment from the Government and the people of India 
during the last six years and more. On the other hand, the 
apprehensions of the Jammu people are fully justified by 
the experience they have had of "So called Popular rule" 
during the same period. They have been reduced to the 
“evel of political untouchable in their homeland. Their 
genuine voices has been effectively shut out from the 
Constituent Assembly. The government formed by the 
Conference Party is neither responsible, nor responsive, 
to Jammu people. The doors of Government services are 
closed to them, and those already in service are being 
pushed out. The administration is corrupt and inefficient 
and it is difficult for the common man to obtain redress 
in the ordinary course. Naturally the Jammu people seek 
the protection which some provisions of the Indian 
Constitution, and some organs of the Central authority, 
might possibly afford them. But the Kashmiri leaders desire 
to retain the best of both worlds, they demand autonomy 
for themselves in relation to the central authorities of 


the Indian union and at the same time they stick to 
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undiluted autocracy in the shape of an unalterable fixed 
majority in relation to the Jammu people. In fairness they 
should accord the same treatment to the latter and is 
demanded by them for themselves from the Indian Union. 
This legitimate demand of the Jammu people is sometime 
ignored on the false plea that it is confined to reactionary, 
communalist, and vested interests. 

VI. The problem that has arisen between Jammu and 
Kashmir is essentially the same problem as has emerged 


between the whole state and the Indian Union. And 


“foprtunately it is also the problem that the Indian 


constitution was devised to solve. Its wise framers were 
faced with the rival claims of competing elements in the 
body politic and they arrived at a nice adjustment of 
those claims in the frame SOLE of that constitution. This 
nice balance and adjustment makes it eminently fitted to 
provide a solution of the essentially human problem that 
faces us in this state. This is a strong reasons why a 
solution of this problem should be attempted by applying 


the Indian Constitution in its entirety to this State. 


cero uL Viewed against the above background the 


unsatisfactory character of the new proposals become quite 
apparent, in-as-much-as they disturb the nice balance of 
adjustments that the Indian Constitution in its entirety 
was intended to be. They mutilate its organic unity without 
leaving a fair working arrangement. They seem to have been 
cleverly devised in order to achieve the following 
objectives, namely:- 

i. To retain as much power as possible. 

ii. To part with as little of it as might be inevitable. 


iii. To let qualifications and exceptions swallow what 
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iv. To make the powers retained the close monopoly of 
an unalterable fixed majority and 

v. TO ensure that the resulting set up shall not be 
allowed without the consent of that majority. 

VIII. Some of the expedients adopted by the framers 
of those proposals in order to achieve the above objectives 
are mentioned below: 

1. Fundamental rights have been wittled down and 
reduced to a mockery. 

2. The jurisdiction and powers of the Supreme Court 
have been curtailed to prevent effective enforcement of 
fundamental and other rights. 

3. Full control over the State High Court has been 
retained in order that the local judiciary may not become 
truly independent and embarrass the executive authorities. 

4. A sort of dual citizenship has been created, 
within the Indian Union to its eternal home and humiliation. 

5. One way traffic from Pakistan in the matter of 
settlement within this State has been provided for 

6. Direct elections to the House of the people from 
the State have been avoided, in order that the authentic 
voice of the people of this State may not be heard even in 
the Indian Parliament 

7. The powers vested in the central organs of authority 
in the Indian Union in relation to the other "Part B 
States" have been curtailed even in matters of common and 
national interests where uniformity of action is necessary. 

8. The status of the Sadar-i-Rayasat has been made 
inferior even to that of a Governor, and his position: 


precarious by leaving'him at the mercy of prejudiced and 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


E34) 


an unalterable fixed majority in the local legislature. 
9. Even the Delhi Pact has not been fully implemented. 
10. Certain provisions of the Indian constitution which 

are applicable to this state at present are proposed to be 


repealed. 


|| E i The capacity and powers of the indian Union to 


take prompt and effective action in relation to this state 


at times of emergency have been crippled. 


(E 3, Provisions relating to effective and independent 


audit and financial control have been omitted and 

13. Drastic and confiscatory "lawless" law are proposed 
to be legalised. 

IX. There are several other objectional features of 
these proposals but it is unnecesary to detail them all. 
Some of them will, however, become apparent as the 
succeeding detailed scrutiny of the proposals proceeds. 
Enough has, however, been said to show that these proposals 
give no indication of its framers being grateful for the 
generous treatment which they have received.On the contrary 
they betray great distrust of the various organs of the 
Indian central authority including the Parliament, the 
President and the Supreme court. 

x. Such an important matter as constitution making 
should have been circulated for public opinion before 
being finally passed when it is an admitted fact that this 
Assembly is composed of one party alone. The constitution 
should not have been conceived and hatched in a secret 
manner behind closed doors. Without associating any person 
unconnected with the Government or the Assembly even in an 
advisory capacity at any stage of their formulation or 


consideration. These facts should persuade the Government 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


of India to examine these proposals with special care and 


consult the Jammu opinion before accepting them finally. 

XI. Some points calling for consideration which the 
detailed scrutiny of these proposals has revealed, are 
briefly noted below: - 

1/ Article 3 of the Indian Constitution 

The new proviso which it is proposed to add to 
this Article will in certain respects overlap the existing 
proviso. 

2/ Part II of the Indian Constitution 

This part is to apply to this State from January 
26,1950, but the State acceded to the Indian Union from 
October 26,1947. What will be the Status of the people of 
the State between these two dates. Will they be deemed to 
have been alien during this interval. 

3/ Article 7 

It is proposed to add a new Provinee to this article 
Even Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, Ex-Prime Minister of the 

€. —— State, know that the policy underlying the proposed proviso 
might occur apprehensions in certain quarters. He tried 
to allay these fears in the statement which he made before 
“the state Assembly on August 11,1952, in the following 
words: 

"It has been suggested in certain quarters that this 
protection has been provided only for those residents of 
the State who are at present stranded in Pakistan. 1 would 
like to make it clear, as I have stated earlier, that this 
protection will operated only when the conditions are 
normal and such conditions naturally pressure that the 
resettlement of the dislocated population, whether Muslims 


or Non Muslims cannot be one sided or unilateral". 
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If such is still the intention it should be clearly 
and expressly stated in the Proviso and not left buried in 
vague declaration of the Ex-Prime Minister Secondly, as 
the new Proviso will operate to confer Indian citizenship, 
and also because its subject matter deals with, and effects, 
foreign relations, the law which is to regulate this 
matter should be enacted by the central, and not by the 
state legislature. Thirdly as the conditions are not likely 
to become normal in the near future, there need be no 
desperate hurry in adding this proviso, it can be added 
when the condition becomes normal. Lastly, it should be 
kept in view that part of the Jammu and Kashmir state 
which is at present in the occupation of Pakistani forces 
and which to sometimes misdescribed as the "Azad Kashmir 
territory", is not identical with, and should not, therefore 
be confused with the territory now included in Pakistan". 
The framers of the proposed proviso have ignored this 
distinction: They probably had the former territory in 
view but have used the latter expression to describe it. 
They seem to have fallen into this error because they have 
copied blindly the language of the existing proviso without 
realising that it becomes inaccurate in the context in 
which they have used it. In view of these complication, 
and also because there is no real urgency, it seems expedient 
to drop the idea of adding the proposed proviso to Article 
lies 

4. Article 19 (FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS) 

The practical effect of adding the new clauses (7) to 
Article 19, as has been proposed, will be that for five 


years there will be no "fundamental" rights in the state, 
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and thus what was intended to be granted under clause (1) 
will have been taken away under Clause(7) for that period. 
It is of the very essence of the "Fundamental" rights 
which are provided in the Indian constitution, that the 
legislature should not have the absolute power to impose 
such restrictions on their exercise as the courts consider 
to be unreasonable. If the legislature is made the sole 
absolute judge of the reasonableness of any restrictions 
which it might deem fit to impose on their exercise, then 
such rights cease to be "Fundamental" and become ordinary 
legal rights. It would be more honest way of dealing with 
this matter if the proposed clause (7) were to be worded 
as follows: 
" (7) For a period of five years these citizens of 
Indiàh who ( bonuses happen also to be the permanent 
residents of the State of Jammu and Kashmir, shall not 
exercise the rights conferred under clause (1), except to 
the extent to which the legislature of the State may, in 
its absolute discretion, permit them to do so". 

As the discretion is not to be "Judicial", it need not 
necessarily be judicious and may be capriciously exercised. 

5. Article 22( Preventive Detention) i 


The proposed amendment is neither necessary nor fair, 


but if it must be made, its duration should be limited to 


a period not exceeding five years. 

6. Article 31( property rights) 

Clause (3) of this article should not be omitted as 
has been proposed. In the first place, it provides a 
safeguard which certainly is not less necessary in the 
case of this state than it is for the rest of India. 


Secondly, in the matter of land reforms it is desirable to 
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aim at a measure of uniformity . Thirdly, it is not clear 
why this clause is proposed to be ommitted when the proviso 
to the clause (1) of Article 31-A is being retained, as. 
both rfer to similar matters. 

7. Articles 31-A(Acquisition of Estates) 

The proposed definition of"Estate" is needlessly and 
unfairly too vides Secondly, the definition of "Estate" 

"gtiven in our law relating to land tenures (Tenancy Act) 
which is saved by the existing sub clause (a) of clause 
(2) OE Axtucle SA could have served the purpose in view. 
Thirdly, it 1s undesirable to provide a fixed definition 
of "Estate" in the Constitution itself, because it may 
become necessary to very the definition from time to time, 
or please to place, or in order to suit various purposes 
but constitutions cannot be easily amended even when it 
becomes necessary to do so. 

8. Article 35-A (Privileges of State Subjects) 

This article, if added, will create dual citizenship 
and retard the growth of common nationality and classless 
society. It will be a bar sinister on the Indian escutcheon 
and a disfiguring blot on the Indian constitution. Seondly 
if its addition is unavoidable in view of the present mood 
of the Kashmiri leaders, its duration should be limited to 
a period not exceeding five years. Thirdly, even in that 
case, sub-clause (iii) of clause(b) should be omitted, 
because "settlement" is a vague term, and it is not at all 
clear what it is intended to include over and above that 
which is already covered by sub clause (i) , (ii) and 

(iv). Fourthly, it should be stipulated that sub clause 
(iii) must not be used to impose new, Or enlarge the 


existing, disabilities. Lastly, the saving grace of Article 
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35-A should be limited to existing laws, and should not 


cover laws imposing new, or enlarging the existing 
disabilities. 

9. Part (iv) Article 36 to 61( Directive Principles) 

If these articles are proposed to be omitted it is a 
matter for profound regret. These have been evolved after 
mature thought and long experience, and should guide the 
course of legislation and administrative action in every 
enlightened state, There should be no hesitation in adopting 
them because they are directory, and not mandatory in the 
sense of being justifiable. 

10. Article 54, 55 and 61( Parliamentary elections) 

In the first place, it is unfair to deprive the people 
of the State of their right to choose by direct election 
their representatives in the House of the people. When 
direct elections were held for the State Assembly, electoral 
rolls were prepared on the basis of adult franchise. Such 
rolls can be prepared also for the Parliamentary elections. 
If the population of the State can be assumed to be 
44,10,000 for purposes of Article 55, as has been proposed, 
there is no reason why the same figure should not be 
adopted for purposes of Article 81, Secondly, it would be 
a mismanner to categories the representatives of the State 
as "elected" members for purposes of Article 55, as has 
been proposed, when, at the same time it is being clearly 
provided under article 81, that they shall be "appointed" 
by the President. Their status will still be that of 
"appointed" ( i.e. nominated) members even though they 
might have been appointed on the recommendations of the 
State Legislature. At present they are "chosen by the 


President in consultation with the Government of the State". 
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But it is now proposed that "they shall be appointed by 


li , i i 
the President on the recommendation of the legislature of 


the " n : 
State". It would be simpler to say that hereafter the 


representatives of this state in both the houses of 


Parliament shall be elected by the elected members of the 


State legislative Assembly. Thirdly, it is wrong to provide 


in the Constitution itself that the population of the 
State shall.be deemed to be 44,10,000. This figure is 
bound to vary frequently but the constitution should not 
liable frequent changes, perhaps the best expedient would 
be to make a temporary provision on the lines of Article 
387, until a regular census can be held in this state. 

ii. Article 73( Executive Power of the Union) 

This article is at present in force without any 
modification in this state by virtue (yr Eme 
constitution (Application to the jammu and Kashmir) order, 
1950. But it is now proposed to repeal certáin words from 
the provisos toclause (i) of this article. No reason has 
been given for the proposed repeal, and none is apparent. 


Considering that clause 1(a) deals with matters with respect 


_-—— €6 (ihin)the Parliament has power to make laws, and that 


the whole of Article 73 deals with the extent of the 
executive power of the union, it would be better either 
to omit the proviso altogether or to leave it unmodified . 
Any tempering with it might make matters worse. 
I, Arrie 136 (Special Leave to appeal by the Supreme 
Court) 
l Under article 136 the Supreme court is empowered to 
grant in its discretion. Special leave to appeal before 
itself, but it is proposed to omit this article and deny 


this power to the court in relation to this state. This 
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would be a very unwise and serious ommission. Without this 


power the extension of the jurisdiction of that court to 
this state will remain illusory, and the people will not 
have full confidence and assurance that they are getting 
justice and protection of their rights like other citizens 
of India. 

13. Article 139(Additional powers of the Supreme court) 

This article is applicable to this State at present 
but it is now proposed to repeal it. Obviously this is a 
retrograde step and should be avoided. 

14. Article 149 and 150( Comptroller and Auditor 
General) 

It is necessary to apply these articles to this state 
in the interest of sound financial administration and 
economy, as the present state of affairs in this respect 
is far from satisfactory. Secondly, such application becomes 
almost inescapable now that the state Government is going 
to get its share from the common pool of certain central 
taxes. As the taxed to be shared are raised from the 
peopie of India as a whole, all of them as tax payers are 
entitled to the assurance and protection which these 
articles are intended to supply. Thirdly, the central 
Govt. would be failing in its duty if it did not satisfy 
that the funds supplied by it to the Government of this 
State were being utilised properly for the intended 
purposes. This duty the govt. of India can discharge 
effectively only if these articles are applied to this 
state. 

15. Article 255 

Article 255 applies to this state under President's 


application order of 1950 but it is now proposed to omit 
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it. There is no justification for such ommission. 

16 Article 259 

Article 259 applies at present to this State subject 
to the specified modification, but it is now proposed to 
omit it altogether. The retention of this article is very 
necessary. 

17. Article 261 

The whole of this article applied at present to this 
state but it is now proposed to omit the words"made by 
parliament" from clause (2) of it. This proposal seems to 
have been made in ignorance of the scope and purpose of 
clause (2). If the manner of, and the conditions for, 
providing public acts, records and judicial proceedings 
of the Union and of every state (including the Jammu and 
Kashmir State) are to be regulated for the whole of India 
on a uniform basis, as they should be, evidently the only 
law that can do this effectively and appropriately is the 
law made by Parliament. Therefore, it is clearly to the 
advantage of all concerned that this article should continue - 
apply without any modification to this state, as it does 
at present. | 

18. Article 201( Priv Purse Sum) 

This article should be retained subject to certain 
obvious modifications. 

19. Part XVII (Official Language) 

This part should be made applicable to the Jammu and 
Kashmir state for all purposes.Considering that Urdu is 
not the spoken language of any considerable section of the 
people in any part of the state, its imposition as the 
official or regional language of the state and as the 


- medium of instruction in schools or in colleges, will not 
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be fair. In any case, Hindi should have equal status with 


urdu in this respect,.if not throughout the state, at 


least in the Jammu province. The medium of instruction in 


— 


the primary or basa’ classes should be the mother tongue, 


but Ene guardians should have the option of declaring the 
mother tongue of their wards. In any case, whatever is 
adopted as the official or regional or mother language in 
the state or any part of it. ce 
written both in Arabic and Hind characters at the option 

of the persons concerned, and its teaching should be 
arranged and permitted in both characters. 

20. Part XVIII (Emergency Powers) 

It is proposed to omit Articles 356, 357 and 360 and 
to amend article 352. Under article 355 ‘which is being 
retained, it is the duty of the Union to protect this 
state, not only against external aggression, but also 
against internal disturbance and also to ensure that the 


govt. of this state is carried on in accordance with the 


provisions of the constitution. The President of the Union 


‘will be deprived of the power to act effectively and 


promptly, in discharge of the duty imposed under article 
355, if articles 356,357 and 360 are omitted amended in 
the manner proposed. There should be no divorce between 
responsibility and power. This part should apply to this 
state in its entirety without any modification. 

el. Part XIX Article 36L1(Sadaz-i RyasQU) 

There should be confusion, vagueness or conflict about 
the position of the Sadari-Ryasat but such is likely to be 
the result if reference is retained to the state 
constitution in the new clause (5) which it is proposed to 


add to this article. Keeping in view his position and 
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“functions, he should be free from local influences and 


harassment. Experience of the action he had to take in the 


- recent emergency should suggest caution in this respect. 


22. Article 362. The retention of this article is 
necessary reasons which are obvious. 

23. Article 366 

It is necessary to retain this article if the powers 
of the union Executive under the constitution are real and 
not illusory, if it is not to be exposed to mockery and 
reduced to impotence in relation to this state, if in the 
absence of an effective sanction, its lawful directions 


are not to be floated with impunity, if its duties and 


‘responsibilities}and if the Govt.of the State is to be 


carried on in accordance with the provisions of the 
constitutiion. 

24. Article 372 

Article 372 makes mention of Article 385. This reference 
is inappropriate because article 395 is proposed to be 
ommitted. 

25. Article 374( Advisory Board) 

It is proposed to amend clause (4) of Article 374 in 
order to provide for the abolition of the State Board of 
Judicial Advisors and the transfer the appeals pending 
before it for disposal to the supreme court of India, but 
this is likely to make matters worse in one respect. The 
Board present jurisdiction is wider than that proposed to 
be conferred on the Supreme court. This will result in 
greater finality attaching to the decisions of the local 
courts, because fewer appeals will lie to the Supreme 
court than to the Board at present. Moreover, the appellate 


jurisdiction of the supreme court in relation to the 
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Jammu and Kashmir courts will not be as wide as that which 
it exercises in relation to the courts of the other states. 
The provisions contained in chapters V and VI of Part BI 
read with part VII of the Indian constitution relating to 
judiciary are not being made applicable to the judiciary 
of this state. It cannot therefore, be pretended that the 
judiciary of this state including its High court will 
command the same measure of confidence and prestige which 
the judiciary of the of the state commands. If the 
confidence of the people in the justice administered in 
this state is not to be undermined, it is necessary that 
x this state be brought up to the level of the level of the 
other states by applying to it all the provisions of the 
Indian constitutiion relating to judiciary just as they 
apply to the other Part B States.At any rate the present 
position when the Advisory Board is functioning, is much 
better than that which will result from these proposals 
after the Board has been abolished. 
245 25: Article 387 z 

This article should be retained until a new regular 
census has been completed in this state, because until Eno* 
there should be some provision in the constitution under 
which authoritative estimates of its population could be 
made and varied from time to time, for purposes of 
elections. Of course some modification of this article 
will be necessary in its application to this state, because 
the three years period mentioned in it has already expired. 
The estimate of 44,10,000 proposed for purposes of articles 
54 and 55 cannot remain a fixed figure for all time, and 
will have to be changed from time to time, but it should 


not be necessary to amend the constitution itself every 
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time a correction of this figure becomes necessary. 


27. Schedule VII List I EntryNo. 3 


This entry at present applied to this state without 


any modification, but it is not proposed to curtail its 


scope considerably. There is no apparent reason to justify 


this course. The expression "administration of cantonments" 


in this entry. Evidently, 


4s not wide enough to cover all the functions included 


the Army authorities need 


comprehensive powers in this respect. It should not be 


opposing armies are > ED 


28. Scheđule VII, List I 


forgotten that this state is war area i and t that the E. e 
DAT ET — A l 


— 


B Cr 
Nother on its border. 


Entry No.9 


This entry is applicable to this state at present, 


but it is proposed to omit it altogether, without the 


slightest justification.It should be retained because it— £ 


subject matter is connected with Defence, Foreign Afffairs, 


and the Security of India, whi 
of the union. 


29. Ninth Schedule 


ch are the exclusive concern 


As many as six laws of this state are proposed to be 


included in this schedule.It is inequitable and unnecessary 


to protect some of these laws in this manner. In particular, 


the Distressed Debtors Relief 


¡NA eae alienation of land 


act and the whole of the tenancy act need not find a place : 


in this schedule. 


Yours faithfully, 


sd/ Prem Nath Dogra 
x 2. 


Dated 1.4.54. Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad 


i d Kashmir Y 
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, the President of Jammu and Kas on h 


Praja Parishad submitted q Memorandum to the President of 
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India ons the April, 1954 with the request that the Govt. 


of India should examine the proposed constitution with 
special care and to ascertain the opinion of the people JU 
of Jammu province, before accepting them finally. He once 
again asserted that they were opposed to J&K State having 
a separate constitution. while criticising it he said 
that the unsatisfactory character of the new proposals 
bcame quite apparent, in as much as they disturbed the 
nice balance of adjustments that the Indian Constitution 
in its entirety was intended to be. They “mutilated its 
organic unity without leaving a fair working 
arrangement" . They seemed to have been cleverly devised 


in order to achieve the following objectives, he added:- 


Sone se à ; 
1. To retain as much power as possible 


2. To part with as little of it as might be inevitable 

De Mo SIE qualifications and exceptions swallow up 
what is conceded. 

4. To make the powers retained be the chosen monopoly 
of an unalterable fixed majority 

5. To ensure that the resulting set up e 57 
altered without the consent of that majority. 

Some of the expedients adopted by the framer of the 


proposals, in order to achieve the above objectives Wer T I9 


also enlisted in the memorandum:They were:- 


— arbe Fundamental rights have ben whittled down and 


reduced to a mockery . 

DATE jurisdiction and powers of the Supreme Court 
had been curtailed to prevent effective enforcement of 
fundamental and other rights. 

3. Full control over the State High court has been 


retained in order that the local Judiciary may not become 
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truly independent and embarrass the executive authorities. 

4. A sort of dual citizenship has been created, 
within the Indian Union to its eternal shame and humiliation. 

5. One way traffic from Pakistan in the matter of 
settlements within this state has been provided for. 

6. Direct elections to the House of the people from 
the State have been voided, in order that the authentic 
voice of the people of this state may not be herd even in 
the Indian parliament. 

7. The powers vested in the Central organs of authority 
in the Indian Union in relation of the other part B States 
have been curtailed even in matters of common and national 
interests where uniformity of action is necessary. 

8. The status of the Sadar-i-Riyasat has been made 
inferior even to that of a Governor, and his position 
precarious be leaving him at the mercy of a prejudiced and 
an unalterable fixed majority in the local legislature. 

9, Even the Delhi pact has not been fully implemented. 

10.- Certain provisions of the Indian constitution which 
are applicable to this State at present are proposed to be 
repealed. 

11. The capacity and powers of the Indian Union to 
take prompt and effective action in relation to this State 
at times of emergency have been crippled. 

12. Provisions relating to effective and independent 
audit and financial control have been ommitted. 


13. Drastic 


and confiscatory " law less"law are proposed 
to be legalized. 


Pt. Prem Nath Dogra further added that the constitution 
should not have been conceived and hatched in a secret 


manner behind closed doors, without associating any person 
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or the Assembly even in an 


unconnected with the Govt. 


advisory capacity at any state of their formulation or 
consideration. Rather such an important matter as 
Constitution, he emphasised, ought to have been Ci mccain uS] 


for public or aren ues it was finally passed: -X 
: B ammu. Digitized by eGangotri — —— —— .—— — 
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of India on 24th July 1956. A copy of the memorandum ae. 


aes t td 


were opposed to J&K State having a separate constitution, 
as distinct and different from the constitution of India., 
The representation pointed out that Praja Parishad, which 
had the backing of a large majority of the people of Jammu 
province at least, was definitely opposed to any distinction 
being made between Jammu and Kashmir state and other 
constituent units of India as that would perpetuate a 
sense of separatism in a large section of the people of 
Kashmir which was being exploited fully by Pakistan to the 
detriment of the interests of Kashmir state as also of 
India as a whole. Pt. Dogra pointed out that the exact 


character of the Constitution being drafted, was not known 


A AA AAA 


to them. But indications were that they proposed to stick 
to their original plan of making the Constitution distinct 
and different from the Constitution of India in every 


material respect. They had learnt he added, that it did 


not provide for the auditing of State accounts by the 


“Auditor General of India, nor did it accept the supervision 


of Election commission of India over the elections in the 
state, the appointment of the judges of the state High 


court was being left to the discretion of Sadar-i-Riyasat, 
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who was a nominee of the President and that Supreme court 
of India was not being given full jurisdiction over Kashmir 
Election for the State representatives to the Lok Sabha 
were sought to be kept indirect and no provision for 
reservation of seats for Harijans through double member 
constituencies was being made. All this was most perturbing 
said he. While concluding the representation he requested 
him to see that these objectionable features of the 
proposed constitution of the state were removed and that 
it was brought me with the Constitution of India. 

The following is the full "text OPE 
representation :- 

THE TEXT OF THE REPRESENTATION SUBMITTED TO SHRI GOVIND 
BALLABH PANT THE THEN HOME MINISTER GOVT. OF INDIA. 

Sh. Gobind Ballbh Pant, 

Home Minister, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi. 

Respected Sir, 

Jammu and Kashmir state constituent Assembly is expected 
to finalise the constitution of the State shortly. In this 
connection we would like to place the following submission 
before you. 

We had submitted a memorandum a copy of which is 
attached herewith to the Hon'ble President of India on 
1.10.1954 regarding the draft proposals that were then 
formulated by the State Constituent Assembly about the 
Constitution for the State. 

we had then submitted that we are opposed to the Jammu 
and Kashmir State having a separate constitution distinct 


and different from the Constitution of India in the making 
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of which the representatives of Jammu and Kashmir state 
had also taken part. We had then made it clear that Praja 
Parishad which has the backing of a large majority of the 
people of Jammu province at least is definitely opposed to 
any distinction being made between Jammu and Kashmir 
state and other constituent units of India because that 
would perpetuate the sense of separation in a large section 
of the people of Kashmir which is being exploited by 
Pakistan to the detriment of the interests of Kashmir 
state as also of India as a whole. 

We do not know as to what is the exact character of 
the Constitution now being drafted by the Kashmir Govt. 
But indications are that they propose to stick to their 
original plan of making the Constitution for Jammu and 
Kashmir distinct and different from the Constitution of 
India in every material respect. We have learnt from 
reliable sources that it does not provide for the auditing 
of State accounts by the Auditor General of India nor does 
IE accept the supervision of Election Commission of India 
over the elections in the State. The appointment of the 
judges of the State High Court is being ere in the hands 
of Sadre-Riyasat who is elected by the legislature and is 
not a nominee of the President and that Supreme court of 
India is not being given full jurisdiction over Kashmir. 
Elections for the State representatives to the Like Sabha 
are sought to be kept indirect as heretofore and no provision 
for reservation of seats for Harijans through double member 
constituencies is being made. The present practice of 
reserving some constituencies exclusive for Harijans deprive 
non Harijans of these constituencies of the right to stand 


for elections in their home constituencies. 
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All this is most perturbing we have had quite long 
experience of the high-handed way in which the present 
state Govt. has been playing with the rights, honour and 
liberties of the people of the State. The experience of 
the recent Municipal and Panchyat elections in the State 
has confirmed our fears and doubts about the totalitarian 
aims of the men now in power in the stae. 

We have been putting up with all this in the hope that 
the dark night will after all end and we will be able to 
breathe fresh air when the State is fully brought under 
the constitution of India. But that hope is becoming dim 
and the prospect of perpetuation of the present one party 
oppressive regime is looming large before our eyes. This 
has naturally made all the freedom loving and democrat 
minded people of the State desperate. 

We, therefore, beg to request you to see that these 
objectionable features of the proposed constitution of 
the State are removed and that LES prosa. co 
line with the Constitution of India. * 

: Yours Sincerely, 
Dated 24 July, 1956. sd/ Prem Nath Dogra 
President 
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E omen to curb the base! liberties and freedom of gie pus eis 
are being denica the freedom of speech, association and axpression an 
's0 nany dubious ways. What is worse the Ni Ncolong Lo the State i 4 id 

Legislature end to the local Panchayats are being so rugged as to iy m 

then eee ae force, Some glering and incontrovertible example of this 

RLS suppres ion of civil Liberties lawlessness and rugging of 


lection are given below $- 


| s Interference by tha parsons bulonging to the party in: 
pover in the administration ol the State is very comnonly seen in the 
Je anu and Kashmir States 11 the administration takes upon itself to + . i 


transfer a pe son against whom the administration receives numerous 


complaints such transfers are later withhald on tha interefarence of | EON | 

‘the members belonging to tha National Conference e One such instance is at, | 
that of Nx. Dr.R.S. Modi Health Qi dicer of tha Jammu Municipality. This 
complaints heave jnercased to such an extent that, the “Kashmir Post" a 


| pro-Governnant papar had to write in its adition datad January 10th, 
1959! Ul | TOV) CN dE b | 


"We would particularly Like to draw he attention of the | 
Goverment towards two ox three main defects which are at ' 
the root of over-all Se Tena in the aáministatione 


Firstly undue interference with day to day working.of = NE E 
the adwinistration by the Political executives (inisters: estes, 
atc.) should be completely stopped. Tnis single factor is. ei ae 
responsible for the lack of. the qualifies of atLicdancy, ^w 454 
X initiative, imagination, laadership and taking of ds 
responsibility among the civil service. MiS undud der: 
interference in administrative matters is also responsible) 
for growing: inefficiency and corruptione "There have bean 
instancas to prove that this undue interference on thie 
part of some of the Ministers has rasulicd: in undoing of 
flouting some of tha decisions of tha Government." 


This is not only with this Government alona but pince the very 


inception of popular rule in the State it has been faced by the puople 


very often. Even the Chief Consexvator oi Pores ts had to complain 


against: the undue interferenca ox the: “dy bional Conference Orgi: ination 


in his administrative affairs. Mis interfe ence has created | du d MW 
f me ; 7 
E * | 4 E 
| K.T.0. INI ERU, "d tut 
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iency in the administration's nd induces the Governnient. 


' em 1 t S 
PrOyase mico borran the party politics. ‘the Goverment 


machin A 
TI act on the advice of ma National Conference Organ sat S CEN 


the entire state including that part. which hag now been occupied: by he cas 


being vatuined to accommodate anothar retired hand. Recently aga in ac 


are about 60 Tehsildars and about 125 their Maibs. Busides the above 


PAELLA bases se 


und they do all: MO V e 
Y do wll foul acts to sed thet their masters are plented in one .. 
way or other oy 


with t ; ! 
the r.sult HERO the people do not get justice at 
handed acts, 
vo > 4 
amu ana “us 
to decide matters for thempelves and not to be intexfarca but this 
advice and sugg stion has been ridiculed and not weighed in its true: | 
f Jn 
perspectives 
2e The administration has become top heavy. In the days of 


Pahare je. there ware only tive Minis ters to look aftex the affairs of: 


jp and at present there are 12 Ministers to Lo ok after 2/2rd Bn 
part of the State. Not only that tha Polica axpenditura in the Stata : 
has incre ged from 16 lacs to 64 lacs with the res sult that there ig. 
lesser afilciency. Murderers go un=traced and people, abstain from 

reporti ag the ofrences in the police station. for getting the ` ‘offenders i 
penalised. "heir confidence in the efficiency inventigabion iid ; 
inquiry m completely shaken. Desides that superfulous posts: s 


creates to accommodate tha retired hands and also persons in tha go: a 


books of the rulers. The Olfica of the Constitutional Advisor is ai y. 
e; 


new post of Chairman Land Laws Committee has bien created to Ed 
accommodata the retiring Financial Commissioner. 

a an ide] 

in 30 Tehsils of the entire atate there weve previously 30 | 

ts 


Tehsildsrs with same number of laib Jjangildsrs but at present there 


mentioned superfluous posts spacial advisors, and Special Ofricers 


Ket eO 
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deficit crea, is in the possession of the enemy and 1/4th of the 


indige. 


3. FOOD S L TUSA eet enn 


The food situation in the State has deteriorated Since ` 
the year, 1947. .revious to that three lakh maunds of food stuffs were 
importeá from india to meet tía deficit to feed the antire population $^ 


n is k a. mitre Bat ax 3 T ; L y 1 bt 
of the State and now that 1/3rà part of the Statu which was mostly A. 


population is on the other side of the mamy Cease Piro Line tne 
Government Ligures tell that the State is deficit of 42.52 Lakhs maunds ,. 


of food stuffs. It may also be mentioned here that the Stata has spent mi 


about 3 crorss of rupees on the improvement of I.rigction of the State pe] 
aná about one crore on the inprovaient of Agriculture for incrensing NAE 5 


thie production of the food gtufZs. The various land reforms introduced 
so far io increase the food stuffs have also resulted in tha increase oii 
of the import of food stufis. The Governiant has given several | Us 
differant figures that ii has spent for ¿ho improvement of the irrig gat- 0i 
ion for production of the food stuffs. The: y figures ale varying ana 


are Gisterted. Questions in the Assembly regarding the authanticity of 2 


- 


the figures ore not replied. ln ihe Stave the food situation inspite of) 
all the expenditure that the O bs hag owns hes not shown any ° he 
petter results. 
There is complete lowlessness in the Jammu and Kasimir State | 
Decoita go set free becauca thay have the packing of the le: ders of the | 
National Conferenca-ruling party. Attack on the Government ofiiciols9 ' ah 
are not cared Tor and the accused belonging to the National Conference y, 
ara not prosecuted. In October; 1997, the Excise Party aided by the |, a 
Police and the the Magistrate raided There Camp for detecting the 


“nT .0 
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| dd1iodt traffic in illicit dis CILA reas 


ilicit 13 | . More than 1000 gallons orm 
i iquor verd recovered fr 1 à th TM 
this illicit Liquor "arco pie ia 2 persons from whom | 
S. a te} 
of the camp, who also happens to be s ^ ECTS MER pus v 
LAR E i e 2 member of the Executiva of inan d 
nion National Conference attacked the raiding party and deprived 
the officers of their uniforms they were wearing and also sona other 
articles. ‘the case against thase pera ons was registered under sect ions. 
595,149,352 of the ReP.C aná the parsons det estadi werd imaldased oyo ide jd 
timely help of the leaders of the National Conference to, these OMS 


assailants. They later induced tha District Magistrate to write to the). 


Government prosecutor to withdraw ihe case. inspite of the fact that 


it had been sent by the Additional Magistrate to ‘ane Sub ELL Mogistr& 


Ist Class on the 18th November, 1957, Tha challan was pre anentad to tuae 
said Magistrate on 28.4.1056 with the request that the case ba allowed iii., 


to be withdrawn and tha order of tha Sub-Judge Magistrate, on tha fila 


reads aS i~ 


cos * 58. Government Prosecutor Present. | Apa" 
Accused absent. Challan hes bean produced to day. 1t may me 
antared on the register. The ‘Governuent prosecutor has i T 
submitted an application that in accordence with the order E 
of the District 22gistraie he way ba allowed to vitharsw Ne 
the case. There is no reason mantioned in tnis applicationi A : 


for withdrawal of the case. Any how the permission is here- is. 


ty given. Tha statement of the Goyernuent prosecutor is 


recorded. Since the sanction x£ Gorra for the withareval : 


nes been given ihe case be dismissed and consigned to tne 


vecors and the accusad be deemed to be discharged." 


Order announced 
Sd/-, S-J. iagistre ate, iot Clas. Jammu 
Attacks on the workers of tha opposition parties is the order of the i^ 


day. In the Kasimir Valley even TR VE are not spsred. The Ex-Hoevenue i 
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ave 


Mini S m à NEGA : nc 
NS Vir Qasim and ex-Speaker of tha Legislative Assembly " 


E Rasool Ranzu wara attached while they had gone to Sopora in 1 de 


( commectior with 
maneha 30 and 3 = y 7 r 
ME ndlea and severely beatan, liven in Jannu province jive Rajindar 
Singh Mew. wh = IA Pass 

gh M..A wio had gona to Poonch in connection wita tha organizationa 
work was attacked and the meeting he wos addressing, was tried to be 


dispersed with the halp of the police and the Block Development 


Orti f o MINE C 
pir O tix, Abdul Rehman e member of the working coujmittee of tha ` AA 


Praja parisiad was also man-nandlad by the Tehsil Secretary of the 
“ational Conference Mr.G.H. Goni, And very recently in tha month of 
Da camber, 1958 wien two workers of the Praja Parishad of Ramban 
Vr.babhoo Ram Tensil President of Praja *arissad and Gharanjit Lal had 
beun to iliaga Bhattal Tehsil Reasi they were attacked by the goondas 


vino were baing led by tne patwari Abdul Majid and other Cove rm nt 


w Toy ^ NE 1 < En 
tha Town Area Elections, Ghulam Rasool Kar was algo tah 


oirvicials of that area. Ona of the above mentioned two workers Vu 


ly. Charanjit Lal received very serious injurics. This is not a single 


instance in that area even previously Shri Beli Ram, Luuberdar whe had 


dared to chailence the election of My. Mohammad Ayub Khan, Deputy df EET an 


Speaker Legislative Assembly who also happens to ba thè President of 


the Provincial National Conference hgs been implicated in several 2 a 


A 


criminal ceses like murder of persons who vera later found to be alive. i“ 


Hig house Vas atonua and ha was Xxx tortured to the maximus to ¡5% 
| ; i Ys 
withdraw the petition. Reports were Lodged with the police and the l- . 
Prime Minister also was informede 
C O,RRUF ProTON 
Corruption, nepotism and favouratism is ranpani in tie i 
administration. Who Prime sinister himself corrupts wn men by E 
purchasirg wie workers of the political puruics. parsons bulonging to, 4 
Ray 
the National Conference are recruited in tlie Governiant Service thereby ' 
inducing people to join the National Conference for getting gervica 3 i 
ad llo cna a tuis ata us [4-2 ^ e ep A LUE Dr. VID: ATED BY ^y Ve 
PROF (RETD ) por AN 
UNIVERS D)POL s 
JAMMU ` MU : 
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das 


""gernmits ara granted i 
us ra ¿renteú in favour of those parsons who agrea to work for 


‘the National Confere: i 
& à onferences Complaints against tha Sub Judge Magistrate 


aad ae wc all i A A A e n in ii rar id ntn 


in the Government ane 
i vernment and also other favours from it, Contracts and rout 
&Ov outa 


ist Class Reasi Shri 1 if i 
Reasi Shri Tek Chand for his being corrupt and having taken 
bribes from the liti, j 
ribes fron the litigants has not been inquirdd into inspite of the 
public demand and representation. | 


PLANS 


cha first and the second five year plan in the Jammu and | 
"eshmir State ware formulated without proper plarming. Tara nova been AULE 
bungling in the construction works and crores of rupees have been waste avs 
on these plans. Yor instance the Kishtwar Canal which was originally ANB a 
estimated to cost 6 lakhs to the State Ex.chequex has taken 28.68 nakne of 


of rupees arid had to ba given up because it was found impracticable to D tied 


be dug. Money allotted to the Panchayati has been eubezzlad in every | RM 
block. Even the ColoD reports aná Audit Reports confirm the above facts er 
No action is being taken againse the dafaulters because they happen to, Ju 
be eithar the members of the Notional Conference or the favourits and i e 


relatives of the ruling cliqué. Industries working in ine Maharaj's 
' l . 


rule have since been closed and those startad py tha present regime PETAR 


like Jammu Wood Factory, Thana Woods Works and Ramnagar Woollen Weaving |... e 
: ; ! Nn 
centre and many others have been closed. The conditions of remaining had ae 


factories like Willow Factory» Drug Factory and Sericultura are also i 
not factory. Industrial loans have been given to the National ie: ee 
Confdrence workers. Mmese loans have also not pean utilized for the / 
purpose for yhich tisse were given to them nor these have been realized T 
Private Weaving Handcraits providing work to thousands of workers hava 


also gufferred axtinction dua to non-availability of cotton ygEn» 


K.T.0 
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Tribunal ror 


ea en ol 
í 


Elections’ to the Y i 
ammu and “ashmir Lagislative Assembly wera 


gonducued in a ver; ni 

j 10 à Very corrupt and nigh-handed manner. The Govarmuont 

Tile : 

° | lala were instructed by Bakhshi Ghulam Mohammad Prime Minister to 
reject the nomination papers of the A Parishad candidates. 20 
ulection petitions regarding the elections in the Jammu Province were 
filed about two years ago. Out of these izo only two have been disposed. 
oii uptil now and the single man EIC Ey Tested as eran appointed: 
for the entira Slates Whereas in the rae of ] 
gach District. And in cases where the elections have been 


declared void bye- ee an have been conducted and if there had been | 


any corrupt practice in those elections the elections patitions have | 


pecn f led with regara to such elections 48 well but in the State even 


though it is, as far as 22 August, 1958, that the Honourable igh Court 


decleareá the election of Mr. GeAeDav a Netional Conference candidata 


of the Doda constituancy to be void. No ba-alection has been conducted 
icio so far and there is no posnibility of the elections being 
conducted in this constituéncy for another pariod of four monthse 


Oficial interference and that of Bakhehi Ghul ain Mohanmad * S 


personal intarference in Town Area alections have been very much seen 


during these alections, The opposition ‘candidates ward kidnapped and 
were forced at the point of pistol to ein the conteste In Bishna 
the successful Praja Parishad candidata s declared unsuccessful and ' 
was later tortured and severely beaten. When he came out of the 
eluthees of the Police and was being brought vo Janmu vor medical 
inspection and for deposing yxkx true facts ha was re arrested by the 

Folica alongwith those who were bringing him to Jammu. These persons 
were also tortured. 

Such are the woeful conditions in the Janmu and 4nsimir State 


KaT. O 
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ard it has created a 


 Govexnm a 
ent and as long as tha State anjoys the special Status in vha 


‘thereof no lagal cor i 
ga on tional ¢ : i 
E stitutional and orderly Government can be sat up 


-10- 


S " 
trong belier in the people that as tong! as 


Indian Constitution aná the prevent Go: er 

jurisdiction of the election UN Modo js jp xg del 

jupre ME Court in complete j | i aer: E A 
| p e is not extended to the Stata of Jammu and 

 oshnir there can be no free elections in this state as a result 

in the Jamno and Seshmir State, ‘hig ig not a hidden secret and as 

your honour have also declared it in your ipe d. the Parliament. 

Basides the suppression of civil liberties and rugging of 
elections wiich is steadily destroying faith of the people in denomi 


cratic adige for Lr Dens > iv “i t j | 
cratic remedics for tha redress oi their griavances, the ruling Junta 


is playing havoc with the administration by complications, aliguing it- 


with ruling party and making it an instrument fox perty propaganda.’ 


AS a result all officials who do not like to subordinate their ` eter 


independence of judgement of the ruling party dict; tion. are finding 
themselves in a very precarious position. Inefficient and corrupt 


niore who axe prepared to play second Liddle to the ruling party are: 


- being promoted to high posts without any regard to seniority and 


aitficiency. funds given for the execution of the 2nd Five, "ear Plan 
are being spent more .to further party interests that for E E 


improvement of the State. “artisansnip, provincia and comiuna Lim 


‘ond also inefiicienty and corruption ale rampant in ai walls of 


&é&ninistxavione 
‘ALL this has created general discontent amongst the people. 


oi tha state. The blame for ail the corruption and supression of 


liberties is being assigned to the government of india wuich, in the 


popular eye; is the power behind tha present ruling Junta Aaturally 


this situation is being exploited by anti-indin elements to tie 


detriment of the wider interests of India. It has, therefore, bacome 


Bue 
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cannot take shalter behind tbe conveneint ples that internal affairs iy 


li State are ti estis 1744 
in the State are the responsibility of the State Government because the P3 


Ae n con. 


issue and intere-ts involved in Kashmir ultimately affect tha whole m 


* 
> 


iere 


e. 


india and not Sochmir alone» 


We, therefura, appeal to you to take inmedinte steps on the " 

lines given below to save the situation in the State from further : j 
i i : « h AMET 
deterioration. s 


1. Pending full application of the Constitut.on of India to. ECE 
the Y amaa ü Ooshmir State after the deletion of section 370 in the ie ob 
indian Constitution, immediate steps ghould be taken to bring the : 
State Judiciary tiliy under the control of the Supreme Gouri. and | 
extend the jurisdiction of the Election Commissioner of India to thon 
Siete so that all further elections in the State be conducted by ite 

2. Since the State officials hava lost all independence and 
integrity and have ba come demoralised senior gtatf for conducting . 
clections should be deputed from indio. 

de Wlections to thi local bodies go far held be scrapped and 
fresh elections ordered under the supervis sion:of a high and impartial 
judicial ofricere 


4, People cf the Stave be given the right.to elect their: 


ody 

faba: 
$ 
VG 
x 


representativos to the Lok Sabna directly and that elections must be | 


conducted by the Election Commission of indiae 


De The State officials promoted to 1,A.S and 1. PS cadres ba- d 
sent outsice Lor gaining further experianc: and training and sore ‘| 
experienced ASO and I P.S  oiricers holding jnugpendent views sron d 
other parts of the country be sent to the tate to tone up vila tote de 

PV DONATE sy qu 
administ ratione Dr, VIDY+ SHAN idi 
* PROF RE. 1) i mor T, O. 1 i : 

UNIVE ) POL. SC d 
DA RS'vY OF JAMMU d 
JAMMU io 


SAD 


A eS sicci beni aid ei riter pidasu d mad as oma inar um m oiii i o m a rd diri el did li ee 
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An ell to planning «dvisory < committee n AORE experts | 


in the industry atc, should be set up’ to advise end guide tne state in 
i j Q i 

" TM is ab t i 
LORD or gcuemnes to be taken up and money te be spent for the plan 1 
Pue: 


GE Irailure io move quickly on the lines suggesved above ie 


. 


ertain to create further complications. People of tha State are look- 
ing to the Goverament of India for the redress of their legitimate 
grievances and making the administration “good and eificient. if aei 


are disS-gipoontad they will have to turn to other remedies wich Ay TM 


| JE rA Conus RE ri 
¿pol be very palatable to the Goverment of ndia at this, movement, t 


2 i rift. Lote 
is w Why. we ¢arnestly request you not to allow APER to d 


us ald, engcavour to keep Tac wider interes of the motherland and ix 


jq Goren: as Herc 2o and, uncha above parta: interest ana rela] the ‘ning: 
| E ui ; x" DN Í i ( ! by Wi ' D i 1 d 
| 1 ; iini rigat | tre P (UH ; 
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Democracy Sabotaged in Kashmir 


a 
—————— By killing democracy in J&K how a handle is being 


provided by the State ruling men to the enemies to beat 
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India, can be wel gauged from the following: 

After the change over of power from Maharaja to the 
National Conference first general elections were held in 
the State in 1951. There were only two contesting parties- 
National Conference the party in power and Praja Parishad- 
only opposing party. Forty six out of seventy nomination 
papers of the Praja Parishad candidates were rejected 
summarily on flimsy grounds and those that were accepted 
were: 14 constituencies only. Representations were made 
and assurances were sought from the Govt. for fair and 
impartial poll in the remaining 14 constituencies; but 
having failed to get the same and for the circumstances 
created by the men in power, the Praja Parishad was forced 
to boycott the election. The Assembly thus constituted 
was a packed house of underlings of the National Conference 
leaders. l 

The same tactics were employeđ in the 2nd General 
Elections in 1957 with little mođification. Besides using 
the old tactics of rejection of nomination papers of the 
Opposition candidates, the boxes were tampered with 
frequently. In spite of all this the Praja Parshid captured 
5 seats and one went to the Harijan Mandal. 

As a sequence to the high handedness perpetrated in 
the elections 20 election petitions were filed affecting 
24 constituencies in the year 1957. A one man Election 
tribunal was appointed to bear all these election petitions. 
The place for trial was fixed at Srinagar 200 to 300 miles 


from the concerned constituencies. The proceedings 


these were allowed to dangle "and continued till the 
3rd General Elections. 


The story of the 3rd General Elections is not less 
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painful though these were held for the Ist time under the 
supervision of the Union Election commission. A concerted 
effort was made to repeat the old tactics with great 
mischief and technique and thus minimise the importance 
of the Union Election Commission whose jurisdiction were 
extended to this State after a strenuous struggle of the 
Praja Parishad. In spite of repeated requests the polling 
was held in the month of February which was not at all 
suitable sea son for hilly areas of Jammu province. At 
most of the stations 1t was heavily snowing and raining as 
usual. The voters had not only to face the bad weather but 
they had also to travel on foot in these mountainous 
areas from 10 to 15 miles. The extent of bogus polling in 
favour of ruling party candidates by the concerned officials 
can be well judged from the fact that even in the hilly 
areas at many polling stations polling has been shown 95 
to 100%. The overall average has been recorded 70 to 85 
percent. Incontrast we refer to polling in Himachal Pradesh, 
a hilly tract adjoining Doda District of the Jammu province. 
In Himachal Polling was held in the month of May when the 
climatic conditions were very favourable but the overall 
polling could not exceed 25 to 30% while in doda District 
it was shown above 75% This brings into light the extent 
of bogus polling. 

A further glimpse into the democratic way of life can 
be gained from the following facts. 

There are 3 municipalities in the whole State-Sriangar- 
Jammu and Poonch. In Srinagar and Jammu cities the Municipal 
councils were superseded about 4 years back and 
Administrators were appointed and they were continuing 


uptil now. In Poonch elections were held in19$9. About 


ge 
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three years ago, instead of holding the election, the 
Govt. nominated all the 15 members of the Municipal council 
including the chairman. 

- Similar are the conditions of the Town Area Committees. 
There are 29 T.A.Committees in the State. Elections toll 
of them are over due for long. In most cases committees 
were disbanded and administrators have been appointed for 
the last several years. Nine committees that were controlled 
by Praja Parishad were dismissed without any charge or 
proper enquiry. It is interesting to note that out of ten 
member committee of Udhampur Town, six members have resigned 
for the last six years. Two members have left Udhampur. 
But the committee with only two members is allowed to 
function because the Chairman had joined the National 
Conference. 

The conditions in the Panchayats are no less worse 


where Govt. have retained powers to nominate five members 


in 11 members Panchayat-persons who are defeated in the . 


elections are nominated as Panches and there are many 
cases in which the nominated persons have been installed 
as Sarpanches. 
This all creates a bad name for India. 
sd/Publicity Secretary 


J&K Praja Parishad, Jammu 


x 


Dated 1.10.1962 

Four years ago the State joined the Central 
1.A.S.Scheme. The state officers taken in the I.A.S. (without 
adopting the proper procedure of selection) got their 
pays doubled but the wonder is that nese officers are not 
being transferred from here, though in the light of 


deteriorating law and order conditions in the state it was 
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in the best interest of the State to get I.A.S. officers 
from outside to man state cadres like Dy. Commissioners 
and Secretaries and depute its I.A.S. officers outside 
the State so they could acquire the experience of wider 
field and learn working of some of the newly started 
activities. But by not transferring these officers the 
entire purpose of integration has been defeated. 

sd/Gopal Dass Sachar 
Publicity Secretary, 

Praja Parishad, Jammu » 

Dated 1.10.1962. T 

In order to get a wider support of the Indian masses 
for the people of Jammu, who were agitating not only for 
complete integration of the State with Indian Union but 
also a share in State's political power, the R.S.S.element 


in the Praja Parishad succeeded in affiliating the party 


" e 
than stated operating Jana Sangh united in the State” a [5 / 


Pt. Prem Nath Dogra then toured throughout India and 
attended the meetings of the Bharitya Jana Sangh at the 
National level. The three slogans of Parishad-one president, 


one flag and one constitution for the whole of the country lo 


b 


= 


“had raised the stature of Pt. P.N.Dogra at the National ESG 


level also! 


After the resignation of Pt. Mouli Chander Sharma 
from Presidentship of Bharitya Jana Sangh, who succeeded 
Dr. S.P.Mukerjee, the choice fell on Pt, Prem Nath Dogra. 
Technically, it was not feasible for him without merging 
his party with the Jana Sangh. Thus R.S.S.element under 
the auspices of Prof Balraj Madok who had been campaigning 


since long for the complete merger of Praja Parishad with 
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Jana sangh, finally succeeded in merging the former with 
the latter on February 20,1964 in a party session held at 
Akhnoor (Jammu) and presided over by sh. Din Dayal Upadhya, 

the then general Secretary of the All India Jana Sangh E 
Mr. Chhatru Ram Dogra, Shiv Ram gupta alongwith a handful 

others had opposed this move of merger. Simply because the 
party would not only loss its regional character, its 


Muslim membership, who dubbed Jana Sangh as a communal 


J6] 


party, but a strong force protecting the interest and (i D 


aspirations of the Jammu region . They were of the view 
that with its merger with Jana Sangh the channel for 
redresssal of grievances of the Muslims masses in Jammu 
against the aggressive trends of the National Conference 


Govt. would be closed. They would then look towards th 


q 


communal, anti India and secessionists outle$t, in the —9 


rez 


valley But the proposal was ultimately carried out 


nmm 
with majority Sapport T 


— 


- With that action the Jana Sangh 
had its units in most of the Hindu dominated belt of Jammu 
regions. 

The integrationlists movement in Jammu region was 
then spear headed by Bharitya Jan sangh, whose policy with 
regard to Kashmir had been consistent, rigid, clear cut 
and influenced by its ideology of Akhand Bhart/?*. Any 
talk of the special status of the state, and consembly 
making a separate constitution for it were an anathema to 
the party. It had consistently regarded the accession of 
the state to the Union of India as final, complete, legally 
valid and beyond question e A 

At present B.J.P. being the subscriber of the same 


ideology of Akhand Bharat, looking antennene 


Intergerationist movement in Jammu regions. 
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